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TO 

COL. JAMES GADSDEN, 

HON. F. W. PICKENS, 

COL. W. HAMPTON, 

HUN. A. P. BUTLER. ^ 

Gentlemen, — The names of Gadsden, Pickens, Hampton and 
Butler are intimately and most justly associated with those of 
Sumter jBind of Marion. They equally deserve to be preserved 
in the memory of every Am^erican. I trust that ii} these papers, 
when completed, the record will sliow them where they should 
be, embalmed in the History of Soutb Carolina. May the future 
be as much honored by them as the past and the present ! 

Respectfully yours, 

ROBERT W. GIBBES. 
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When I commenced the publication of this collection of papers, 
my intention was to confine it to the series of letters collected and 
arranged by Gen. Peter Horry* They have been in the hands of 
Weems, James and Simms, who have each written a Life of Mar- 
ion, but only a few of them have been publisbed. As they contain 
much of the material of which the history of that day is construc- 
ted, I determined to print them for reference. After publishing a 
few fomois, upon the suggestion of several friends, I concluded to 
extend the publication s 3 as to embrace other papers of interest 
scattered through scared volumes, with such additional manuscript 
letters as I had and might procure from my friends. I have, there- 
fore, selected a few letters from Tari^eton's Memoirs, now a rare 
work, from Ramsay's Revoldtion in South Carolina, equally 
so^ from Johnson's Life of Greene, Lee's Memoirs and Lee's Cam- 
paign of 1781, I have also been aided by my friends Hon. A. P. 
Butler, Col. F. W. Pickens, Coh W. Hampton, Col. J. Gadsden, 
Rev. J. M. Pringle, Col. J. Ferguson and Hon. J. B. O'Neall, who 
have furnished me with papers which will t>e used in other vol- 
umes. I expected to find valuable documents in the State De- 
partment, but relating to the Campaign of 1781 and 1782 there are 
scarcely a dozen letters, and few of them important. I have copied 
those most interesting. 

As soon as I find a sufRcient interest in this volume, I will put 
to press a second. 

I have in my possession a valuable collection of the papers of 
the Council of Safety of 1775 and 1776, containing Gen. R. Rich- 
ardson's reports of the Snow Camp Expedition, with AndX 
W™ Son's of his Indian expedition — with the original papers of 
W. H. Drayton and Rev. Wm. Tcnnent in their tour, through the 
upper districts of the State, explaining the position and views of 
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the "Whigs of that day. These, with many other Valuable papers, 
will also be given m a third volume, if a suiEcient number of 
copies is disposed of to pay the expense of publieation. 

I earnestly solicit the aid of my friends in carrying out any effort 
to assist in preserving the materials for the Documentary History 
of the Revolution in South Carolina. Many friends have promised 
to send me documents. I request them not to delay doing so. 



REFE-RENCES. , 

From Tarleton's Memoirs,...^ No's; 90, 97, 111, 112, 156 

" Ramsay's Kevol-ation, No's. 92, 182, 183, 184, 136, 186, 187 

" Lee's Campaign of i7aij.. , ..*No's, 70, 81, 82, 247, 262 

" Lee's Memoirs, ^ No's. 89, 99, 114, 126, 126 

« Johnson's Life of Greene,,...... f. .1 No's. 128, 160 



» 



INDEX. 



% 



No. PAGE. 

1. Gen, B. Lincoln, to Col. F. Marion, 1 

2. A. Dellient to Gd. F. Marion, 2 

General Orders, 2 

3. Gen. Wm. Moultrie to Lt. Col, F. Marion, 2 

4. Gen. B. Lincoln to Col. F* Marion, 3 

5. Gen. B, Lincoln to Lt, CoL Marion,. - . .vp — 4 

6. Gen. B. Lincoln to Lt. CoL Marion, 4 

7. Gen. B. Lincoln to Lt. Col. Marion, 5 

8. Gen. B. Lincoln to Col. Marion, 6 

9. Gen. B. Lincoln to Col. Morion^ 6 

10. Col. Marion to Gen. Prevost, • 7 

11. Col. Marion to Capt. De Treville, 7 

12. Gen. B. Lincoln to Lt. Col. Marion, 7 

13. Brig^e Major Barrow to. Lt Cbl, Minion, 8 

14. Gen. Prevost to Lt. Col. Fi**s Marion, 9 

15. Lieut W. Jackson to Lt CoL Marion, ..^.v.... 9 

16. Gen. Lincoln to Lieut Col. Marion, . . • / « 9 

17. Maj. E. M. Hyrne to Lt CoL Peter Horry,. 10 

18. Maj. E. M. Hyrne to Lt. CoL Peter Horry, 10 

19. Col. Marion to CoL P. Horry, 11 

20. CoL Marion to CoL P.Horry, 11 

21. Gov. Rutledge to Lt Col. P. Horry, 12 

22. Wm. Chrifidan to CoL W. Prestoti, (R. W. G.) 13 

23. Gen. Gieene to Gen. Marion, 15 

24. CoL George Campbell to Gen. Marion, 15 

25. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 16 

26. Gen. Gifeene to Gen. Marion, - . . . . 16 

27. Gen. Greene to Gen, Marion, 17 



• 



viii INDEX. 

No. PAGE. 

28. Gen. Huger to Gen: Marion, 18 

29. Gov. Ruliedge to Gen. Marion, • 19 

30. Gen. Greene to Col. Wm. Campbell, (R. W. G.) 19 

31. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 20 

32. Gen. Greene to Col. Wm. Campbell, (R.. W. G.) 21 

33. Armstrong to Col. W. Preston, (R. W. G.) - 21 

34. Gen. Greene t^ Gen. Marion, 22 . 

35. Col. Wm. Preston to Col. Wm. Campbell, (R. W. G.) - 22 

36. Gen. Sun^ter to Gen. Marion, , 23 

37. Capt J. Saunders to Gen. Marion, ••....•....•• 24 

38. Gen. Marion to Capt. Saunders, 38 

39. Capt Saunders to Gen. Marion, 25 

4fl. Gen. Greece to Col. Wna. Jreston, (R. W. G.) 25 

41. Capt. Saunders to Gen. Marion^. ..... ., 26 

42. Gen. Marion to Capt Saunders, 26 

43. Col. W. Balfour to Gen. Marion, 27 

44. Gen. Sumter to G^n. Marion, 27 

45. Capt. J. Saunders to Lt Col. Irwin 28 

46. Col. Watson to Gen. Marion,. : 29 

47. Gen. Marion to Lt CoL Balfour^. * * 30 

48. G^n. Marion to Col. Watson, - 30 

49. Gen. Marion to Capt. Saunders, . . *^ — 31 

50. R. to Lt Col. Watson, 31 

51. Gov. J. Rutledge tc Gen. Marion, * 32 

52. Col. Watson t^Gen. Marion,. . . '. 33 

53. Col. Balfour to Capt. Sauxjders, 35 

Capt John Postell's Parole^. . - 36 

54. Col. BMfour to Gen. Marion, ....--. -36 

bb. Col. Balfour to Col. Cassels,^.^ , - . 37 

^^, Col. Watson to Gen. Maidon,. . - ., 38.^ 

57. Gen. Marion to Col. Watson, i ; . - 38 

58. Col. Watson to Gen. Marioii, . ; ^ — . 39 

59. Col. Watson to Gen. Marion, . . : w — ^ • 40 

"Gen. Marion's pass to Lieut* Torianno, 41 

60. Col. Lee to Col. W. Campbell, (R. W, G.) 41 

61. Col. Balfour to Gen. Marion, ^ w . 42 

62. Capt J. Saunders to Gen. Marion,..^...'. 4.. 42 



* 



INDEX. ix 

No. PAOK. 

63. E. Giles to Gov. R. Howley, (R. W. G.) 43 

64. Gen. Sumter to Geiu MarioB, 1 44 

65. CoL Watson to Capt. Saunders, 47 

66. Col. R. Hampton to Maj. J. Hampton, (.R W. G.). . . • 47 

67. Gen. Greene to Qea Marion, ••• 48 

68. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion 49 

69. Col. Harden to Gen. Marion, 49 

70. Gen. Greene to Col. H. Lee, (Lee's Campaign,) 51 

71. Gen. Moultrie to Gen. Marion, 52 

92. Col KolbtoCapt Snipes,. • 52 

73. Capt. Snipes to Cdl. Kolb > 53 

74. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ; 53 

75. Col. Harden to Gen. Marion,. . .> ^3 

76. Col. Kolb to Gen. Marion, 55 

77. Gen. Marion to Gen. Greene, 57 

Articles of Capitulation at Fort Watson, 58 

78. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 58 

79. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, .-. 60 

80. Gen, Greene to Gen. Marion, 60 

81. Gen. Greene to Col. H. Lee, (Lee's Campaign,) 61 

82. Gen. Greene to CoL H. Lee 63 

83. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion,. &......i 64 

84. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 06 

85. Gen. Greene to Gea Marion, ' '66 

86. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, .; 67 

87. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion,. 67 

88. Maj. Pendleton, A. D. C, to Gen. Maiion, 69 

89. Lord Rawdon to Liqut Col. Lee, - 70 

90. Gen. Greene to S. Hundngtot, (Tarlton,) 70 

91. H. Barry to Wells & Son, 72 

^ 9^. N. Balfour to Prisoners, JH2 

93. Maj. Burnet, A. D. C, to Gen. Maricp, 74 

94. Lt CoL S. Moore and Maj. Barnwell to N. Balfour,. . . 74 

95. Lt Col. S. Moore and Mstj. Barnwell to Gen, Greene,. . * 74 
Prisoners on board the Torbay, • 75 

" on board the Packhorse,. 76 

96. Stephen Moore and others to Lieut CoL Balfour, 76 



X INDEX. 

No. PAGE. 

97. Lord Rawdon to Earl Cbrnwallis, % 77 

98. Gen. Grreene to Gen. Marion, ^ 80 

99. Earl Cornwallis to Sir H. Clinton, 81 

100. to 111. Letters relating to the Capitulation of Fort 

Cornwallis, .83 to 88 

Lord Rawdon and CoL Balfour's Proclamation,. ...... 88 

111. Lord Rawdon to Lt Gen. Cornwallis, 89 

112. Jord Rawdon to Sir H. Clinton, , 90 

113. Gen. Pickens to Gen. Greene, 91 

114. Earl Cornwallis to Lt. Col. Tarleton, 92 

11 5. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, 93 

116. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 94 

H7. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ^ 94 

118. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, .* 95 

119. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, 95 

120. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, 96 

121. Gen, Sumter to Gen. Marion, 97 

122. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, 97 

Agreement between Col. P. Horry and Maj. Ganey,- . . 98 

Treaty between Gen. Marion wid Maj. Ganey, 98 

123. Marquis La Fayette to officers^ - 99 

124. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 100 

125. Gen. Greene to Lt. Col. Lee, 101 

126. Gen. Greene to Lt. Col. Lee, 102 

127. to Gen. Marion, 103 

128. Adj't. Gen. Williams to Maj. Pendleton, 105 

129. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion,, 106 

130. S. McDpwall to Col W. Campbell, 107 

131. Col. W. Washington to Col. R. Hampton, 108 

132. Maj. C. Eraser to Mr. Hayne, 108 

13i. Maj. C. Eraser to Mr. Hayne, 109 

134. Maj. C. Eraser tc^Mr. Hayne,- .^ .^ . . . 109 

135. I. Hayne to Lord Rawdon and Col. Balfour, 109 

136. Answer of Lord Rawdon and Col. Balfour,. Ill 

137. . Ladies' petition for Col. Isaac Hayne, 112 

Consultation on tbe case of Col. Hayne, (Ramsay's Revo- 
lution.) • * 114 



»■ ■ 



INDEX. XI 



No. 



PAGE. 

Proclamation ty Gen. Greene, ^ 115 

D r. Oly phaBt on treatment of pri soners, (Ramsay 's Revo- 
lution)} • . i^.,. 116 

Dr^ Fayesoux to Dr. Ramsay, (Ramsay's Revolution,) . . 118^ 

138. Col. Wm. Campbell to Sam'l McDonald, 122 

> < General Excliange, ' 123 

Orders by Gen. Marion,.. . - 123 

139. G«n.Marionto Col. P. Horry,.: il 123 

140. Gen. Wayne to Gen. W. Campbell, 124 

141. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion,, 124 

142. Gen. Greenq to Gen. Marion, 125 

143. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ^ ^ 126 

144. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion^ 126 

145. Col. Balfour to Gen. Marion, 128 

146. The Officers of the Army to Gen. Greene, 1 ^128 

147. Major Ganey 40 Gen. MariQn, .- - 130 

148. Gov. Rutiedge to Gen. Marion, 130 

149. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 131 

150. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, , 132 

151. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 132 

152. Col. Balfour to Gen. Greene, 133 

153. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 134 

154. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Mariou, 135 

155. Maj. Ganey to Gen. Marion, 135 

156. Lt. Col. Stewart to Earl CornvlralU^, 136 

157. WnK Swinton to Gen* Marion, * . 140 

158. Wmu Snow to Mr. Rhodes, 140 

159. Gen. Greene to the President of Congress, 141 

160. Battle of Eutaw. (From Johnson's Greene,) 144 ' 

161. Capt.-Wm. Richardson to Gen. Marion, - 158 

162. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, ltJ9 

163. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 160 

164. G^n. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 160 

165. Maj. Pierce to Gen. Marion, ^ ^ 161 

166. Gov. Rutledge to JJen. Marion, ^ . . 162 

167. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, . . . .^ % ^ 163 

Proclamation of Governor Rutledge, ...•.•.....« ^^ .. . 165 



'•T' 



t 
t 



» 



/ ,^ 



• 



xu INDEX 






^ 



No. J FAiQK. 

168. Gov. Rutledge to Col. R. Hampton, . . . / * - 166 

169. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, \ W6 

170. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horxyf. - - .* - - • 167 

#71. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry. ^ ^ .< . ^ 1 . 168 

172. Gen. Greene to Col. Balfour, '169 

173. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ,.-•....'.-..--. 170 ^ 

174. Maj. J. James to Gen. Marion; .^ 170 

175. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, •....; 171 

176. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, - . :* 172 

177. Gov. Rutledge to Col. P. Horry, 173 

178. Gov. Rutlenge to Gen. Marion, 173 

179. Gov. Rutledge to Qei^^ Marit)n, 175^' 

Proclamation of Gov. Rutledge, 1 * . 175 

180. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, ; . . , > -; 178 

181. Col. P. Horry to Gen. Marion, 181 

182. M. Myers to Gen. Marion, 182 

183. W. Swinton to Gen. Marion, - - 183 

184. Gov. Rutledge to Col. P. Horry, - . 184 

185. Gov. Rutledge to Col. P. Horry,-- 184 

186. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, .^ 185 

187. Gen. Marion to Colv P. Horry, 187 

188. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion,. 188 

189. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 189 

190. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, -..-.. 189 

191. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, j 190 

192. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, .-;•-.-* 190 

193. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, . . . -r. . : 190 

194. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, ; 192 

195. Gen. Greene to Gen; Marion, : ^. 193 

196. Gen. Marion to Cd. Maham, * • 194 

197; Gov. Rutledge to Col. P. Horry, 194 

198. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, • 195 

199. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 196 

200. Gov. RutledgQ to Col. P. Horry, 198 

Thanks of Congress, — - , 199 

201. Gen. Marion to Col, P. Horry, .* 199 

202. Gei^ Marion to Qoii P. Horry, 200 



* ' INDEX. xiii 

» 

New ' ^ PAGB. 

203. Col. P. Horxy, to Gor, Rudedge, \ 200 

a(M» Gen. Greene to Col. P/Ho/ry 203 

205. Gov. RutleJge to C«l. P4jijorry, 204 

206. OoLP^^orrytoGen. <?reene 20i*' 

207.; Maj. D. Hart to Col. R. fiampton,. . * 205 

208. Gov. Rttledge to Col. P. Horry, 206 

* 209. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, * 206 

210. Qipii, Gretne to Col. P. Horry 207 

211. Gen. Greene to Col. P- Horry, 208 

212. D. Doyle, (British,) to Gen. Marion, 208 

213. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 209 

«14: Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry,. . . • • • 2J0 

215. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, * 211 

Gen. Washington to Gen. Greene, — 211 

216. Gen. Greene to Gea. Mariop^ - 212 

217. J. Doyle, (British,) to Gen. Marion, 213 

218. Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion, ..-- 213 

219. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 214 

220. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 215 

221. H. Hampton to Capt. W. Butler,. : w 216 

222. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 217 

223. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion,. --.^ 218 

224. Lieut P. Poissin to Gen. Marion, 219 

225. Capt. T. Shubrick to Gen. Marion, 220 

226. Gen. Barnwell to Gen. Mdrion, 220 

227. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 221 

228. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry.. 222 

229. Gen. Greene to Ge». Garion, 223 

230. Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, , 223 

231. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion,. . .^ 224 

232. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 225 

233. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, , 225 

234. Gen. Gr6ene to Gen. Marion, 226 

235. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, 227 

236. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion,. '. '. , . . 228 

237. Gen. Greene to* Col. P. Horry, • ;. 228 

238. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ^^ 229 



xiv ' INDEX. 



■ / 



No. ' , ■ , * PAOB. 

239. Col. Laurens to GoL Mahito, .• 231 

240. Gen. Marion to CflJ. P. Horry,* ^1 

Governor Rutledge's Message, • .- 233 

■4^41. Col. Pr Horry to-Col. Maham,, , 238 

242. Col. Maham to Col. P. Horry, 238 

243. Col. Maham to Col. P. Horry, : 239 

244. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 239 

245. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, ^ - 240 

246. John Nicholson to Gen. Marion, . - .-•- • 241 

247. Gen. Greene to Lt. Col. Lee, 242 

248. Gen. Greene to Gov. Rntledge, 243 

249. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ; 244 

250. Gen. Marion to Col. Peter Horry, 246 

251. Col. Peter Horry to Gen. Marion, 245 

252. Gen. Greene to Col. Peter Horry, 247 

253. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, , . . . ! 248 

264. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 249 

255. Gen. Greene to Gov. Rutledge, 250 

256. Maj. Isaac Harleston to Gen. Marion,. J . . • 250 

257. Capt. Saunders to Gen. Marion^* > : 251 

258. Gov. Mathews to the Legislature, « 1 251 

259. Gen. Greene to Col. Horry, 251 

260. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, 253 

261. Doughty & Bryan to Gen. Marion, 253 

262. Gen. Greene to Lieut. Col. Lee, 264 

263. Jas. Hammond to Gov. Rutledge, 255 

264. W. Hampton to Gov. Mathews, > . ; - 257 

265. Gov. Mathews to Gem Marion,. . . » ♦ 257 

266. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, : 258 

267. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, 268 

268. Gen. Greene to Hugh Rutledge, 5r 259 

269. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, 259 

270. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, • - 260 

271. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 260 

272. Gov. Mathews to G«n. Marion, 1 261 

273. Cornet Elholxn to Col. P. Horry, .- .' 262 

274. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, 263 



INDEX. XV 



I" 



No* ' » . ■ PAGE. 

275. Col. Latirens to Gen. Marion/. .....^ %-• 263 

276. Gen. Marion to Col P. Horfy, / 264 

277. Gov. Burke to Gov. Rutledge, 265 

278. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, '. . . 1 " 266' 

279. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 267 

280. Col. P. Horry to Gen. Marion 268 

281. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 270 

?82. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, 270 

283. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, ^271 

284. JohnDorsius to Col. P. Horry, 272 

285. Cornet Elholm to Col. P. Horry, 273 

286. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 274 

287. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, , 274 

288. Gov. Mathews to Gen. Marion, : 275 

289. Gen. Greeene to Gen. Marion,. -^ 276 

290. LeRoy Hammond to Capt. W. Butler, 277 

291. Gen. Marion to Col. Horry, 277 

292. Gen. Marion to C9L P. Horry,. 278 

293. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, - 279 

294. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, 280 

295. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, 280 

296. Gen. Greene to Col. P. Horry, : . . . 281 

297. Edward Walsh to Gen. Marion, 283 

298. Gen. Marion to Col. P. Horry, ^ 284 

299. Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion, ; 285 

300. Col. P. Horry to Gen. Marion 285 

301. Col. P. Horry to Gen. Greene, 286 

302. From a Secret Correspondent^ 287 



DOCUMENTARY HISTORY 

r < 

OF THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 

COKSISTINQ or 

Letters aD4 Papers relating to tbe Contest ftr Liberty 

CHIEFLY IN SOUTH CAROLINA, 

VEOU ORIpfNALS IN THE FOSSBSUOPr OF OBN. FRANCIS MARION, RT 

OBN. PBTER HORRT, OF MARION 's BRIQADB : TOGETHER WITH 

OTHERS FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE EDITOR. 

BY ROBERT W. 6IBBES, M. B. 



[No. l.J Oat. B. Lincoln to Col. Prand* Marion. 

Ch8 Town, Noyetahet 11th, 1779. 
Sir.' 

You will please to take the earliest opportunity Co send to 
CH&rles.Town all the entrenebing tools and axes, saving about fifly 
which you may send in camp, as also all such Stores in the Qjr, Mr. 
Department which will not be necessary for you. 

I am, sir, your most obedt. servant, 

B. LINCOLN. 
P. S. Please to order the Qr. Mr. to make an exact return of aO 
stores which will be left in Us hands. 



2 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 

[No, 2.] A. Ddlient (Brigade Major J to Col F. Marian. 

Ch« Town, November 1 2th, 1779. 
Sir: 

I am ordered to transmit to you the following orders, by Geid. 

Lincoln, for whieh, you will be kind enough to acknowledge the 

reception. I h«,Te tJie hofiour to be, Sir^ 

Your most obed. humb. servt., 

A. DELLIENT, B. M. 

[dm. Driers,] 

Head Quart£R8,Cb8 Town, Nov. 12th; 1779. 
At a general Court Martial whereof Colo. Horry is president, 
Conrad Bessinger a private soldier in the 3d. South Carola. Bat- 
talion waa tryed, &f deserden, bring (bund m arms again^ the 
United States, found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged, by the 
neck until dmid The General approves die ^enteace, and orders 
it to be executed on Wednesday next, between the hours of 9 and 
II in the forenoon. At this Court also, Capt Lieu^ Wilson, and 
Lieut Field, both of the So. Carola. Re^imt. of Artillery were 
tryed for absenting themselves from camp and duty on the 25, 26, 
27 and 28 days of October, 1779, without leave, were found guilty, 
but considering the circumstances thereof, and the number of days 
of remaining under arres( adequate to the offence, and recommend 
they be discharged from (heir arrest, and to return to their duty. 
The General approves the sentence, and the Officers immediately 
returfk to their duty. The Court Martial is dissolved. 



[No. 3.] Oe», William Moultrie to Lieut. Col. Francis Marian. 

CBfi» Town, Noveqir. lath, 1779. 
Sir: 

I received youra yesterday, and inform you that the command, of 
the Continental Troops cannot devolve upon Colo. Grarden, no more 
thaa C0I9, Garden can be tried by thet Contiiil. Articles, should he 
disobey Genl. Lincoln's orders, or any supecior officer's ordofr be- 
longing to the Continent, as the StatCi has 9JbsQliite\y refused to put 
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ibiir Milidti under the Contiiiental Artidef, when dobg duty ^tk 
u*. I ^ill slew yott only one absurdity t Can Colo. Garden wmte 
anwordw to try any GontinL Soldi^rsj when he a not liable to be 
tryed by the aame law, these eevertl leaaonB will infonn you are 
not to give up the ccnamand to Col, Gkrden^ but that you should 
form separate camp. Bemember me to my BroAer Tom. 

I am) your most obedt humbL serv t, 

WILLM. MOULTRIE. 



\No, 4.] Cfmend B. Lincoln to Lieut. Colo. Marion, 

Cfls Town, Novt. 25th, 1779. 
Si/r: 

1 hare heed' favoured with your letters^ ef the 14th and 18th. I 
had it not in idea that the command of the Continental Troops was 
given to Colo. G-arden, nor had I ^he least intimatioQ thereof undll 
aforaned by you<>— though I have a" great opinioo of Cola Oarden 
and think him a man of worth, yet I oertainly oould not stand justi- 
fied tqfthe Continent, to gire up their troops to the eontroul of any 
of the United Statefr—^you therefore did perfectly right in retaining 
the oommand. Colo. G-arden may question the right you have tt> 
command him, if he ia a Senior C(^o<^l} as there is no resolve of 
Congresr within my knowledge whieh annexes any peouliar rank 
to a Commander. In tha(t case, t suppose he will act as command- 
ing a difibrent body of 'raen from you, whieh may be attended with 
ill consequences. If any misehief should arise, the blame must fall 
on those who ha^ve refused to place, the Militia^ while in the field 
and acting with the Continental Troops, under fhe same laws. In 
consequence of your representation that medicines were wanted in 
camp, I spoke to the Director 6eB<»«l for the time being, he says 
they have ever been supplyd from the Hospital when requested — 
and he is ready to supply them whenever returns are made. Com- 
manders and officers of corps must not grant leave of absence to 
their Surgeons, unless a mate' or assistant remain with the Regi- 
ment, it is from this impropHsr indulgence you must be persuaded 
that the present inconvenience arises, as there is one Surgeon at 
least belonging to each corps now in > camp. If they are absent, 
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•the most poeitire orders must be giyen requiring their immediate 
return and in future no Surgeon is to leave camp without the per- 
mission of the commanding officer there. You will pleaseito write 
particularly to your officers to return to camp, and requ^t Colo 
Horry to do the same. If the gentlemen do not return on such 
notice, the line of duty will be plain. I will enquire into the rea- 
son why the officers of the Third are absent, I must find some 
officers who belong to another corps to do duty in that Regiment 

I am with esteem. Sir, your most obdt. servt., 

B LINCOLN, 
N. B. I will order in some Rum. 



[No. 5,] Gen'L B. Li^tcoln to Lieut. Coi. Marion. 

I 

. CharlsS'Town, December 13th, 1779. 
Sir: 

Yours of the ninth is before me ; on the contents, would obserre 
that, the four prisoners of war apprehended have been duly ex- 
changed ; you will, therefore, order them across (h^ Savannah to 
join their corps. As those who wished for a flaggy are inhabitants 
of this State, I referred the matter to the Oovernour — he will not 
permit them to go to Savannah**! have called on ,Mr. Rutledge to 
supply you with a new waggon-master. If. Mr. Bond should re- 
turn you will arrest and have him tryed, unless ho has such excuse 
for his absence as will satisfy you. You* will appoint a General 
Court Martial to set immediately for the try al of sfll .,such prisoners 
as' shall be brought before it, Shoes are ordered and the troops in 
camp to be first cloathed. You will . endeavour to secure the de- 
serters, if in camp, mentioned in the enclosed list, and 'send them 
to town. lam, sir, 

Your most ob'dt serv*t, 

B. LINCOLN. 



[No. 6«J OenH B. Lincoln to Lieut Col. Marian. 

'' ■ • ' - 

Cbarleb-Town, December 17th, 1779. 
Sir: 

The prisoners that were here are exchanged I suspect those 

jrou have with you are exchanged also — if you will send the names 
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of tliem I can ascertain the matter. If they are not exchanged I 
will send them across the River upon parola You 'will, thereforoi 
as much as possible, keep them from obtaining a knowledge of your 
strength or of your designs. It Would be well, before they leave 
you, to give out that you expect a large reinforcement — this you 
can do, very justly, for one is expected. The first Division, I have 
reason to believe, is now in this State. lam informed that we are 
Very short of cartridge paper, I wish, however, when you know 
of an opportunity of its coming safely to you, that you would write 
for it, to Col. Drayton. Six hogshead of rum are now on the road 
for your camp, or, at least, six were ordered, and the wagons are 
gone. You will please instruct your Commissary of Issues to 
apply in time to Mr. Rutledge, Commissary General, for pur- 
chase for a further supply, as, probably, you may remain some 
time on the same ground. You will direct the men to be very at- 
tentive to their hats, and let them be as comfortable as possible — 
there is now cloth enough for jackets and overalls, for all the troops, 
and, I believe, coats also ; but tailors are needed ; you will, there- 
fore, please to send down, under the care of a good sergeant, all 
the tailors you have in camp, if they do not exceed twenty. 

1 am, sir, , 

your most obedient serv't, 

B. LINCOLN. 



[No. 7.] GeH*l B, Linc&ln to Lieut Col. Marion. 

Charlb8-Town, December 20th, 1779. 
Sir: ' . 

I am informed'that ga,ngs of cattle and sheep are driving from 

Coosawhatchie to Mr. Wall, at Pendarvis' place, near May River, 

probably, with a desigUf^to be 6ent over to Savannah. You wiU, 

tkerefbre, be pleased to detach a par^ of horse to enquire into this 

matter, and, if you find that any unwarrantable practices are carry'« 

ing on, or any communicatiou with the enemy, you will order those 

persons to be secured and the stock remaining brought off. 

I am, sir, 

Your most obed't serv^t, 

B. LINCOLN. 
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P. S.— .The Greneral delivered this letter lo the bearer at half* 
past 1 o'clock, Tuesday morn, and gare him 10 dollars, with a pro- 
msse that you would give him 10 more» if he reached camp in 48 
hours. 



rt^n^MAM 



[Nq. 8.] Om'l B. lAnedn U GW. Marim. 

« 

Cbarlbs-Town, December 30th, 1779. 
Bir: 

Congress have resolved that the Regiments of this State should 
be incorporated and formed on the plan ordered by them for the 
Army of the United States, May, 1778, and have left the execution 
of this matter with bis Excellency, the Go vernour of this State and 
the Commanding Officer here \ I have the Govemour's permission 
to inform you that he wishes this business may be conducted in a 
manner most agreeable to the line of officers, and that they would point 
to a mode of officering the retained regiments, which would give' 
the greatest satisfaction. I am with his Excellency in sentiment, 
and wish you would immediately take the opinion of the officers in 
camp, on the matter, and send it to me by the very first opportu- 
nity. I am, sir, 

Your most obed't serv't, 

B. LINCOLN. 



[No. 9.J General B, Lincoln to Col. Marion. 

. Charlbs-Town, December 30th,. 1779. 
Sir: 

I have received yomrs of the 23d'*-I would have all the prison* 

era of war sent into the enemy by a ilagg and a receipt taken for 

ihem to be accounted for hereafter. The pains you have taken to 

accommodate die men, is peculiat4y agreeable to nie, and it gives 

me great pleasure to find that they are well satisfied. Give them a 

gill of Rum, daily, and send, before you are out, for aiora Tha 

matter respecting winding off the cattle on the River, destroying the 

rice on Wright's Neck, the negroes' plundering, &c., I have shewn 

to the GoVeraour, and expect he will give orders to Col. Garden 
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mpecUog it Pray send Bom^ person, if you can, to Saramnab for 
iotelligpsnoe. Give him^ if yoiu «an get a good man, a sum whidl 
shall be trortb bis while to mn risquei^^I need not mentioii ibat 
this must be a p^eot secret 

I ai% sir, with great esteem. 

Your i|ios( obed*! eerr't, 

B. LINCOLN* 



[JV^. 10.] CUL Maritm tfe Gmeral Prf999L 

Sbelpon, Januy 7tb, 1780l . 

By ord^ of General Lincoln, I send Capt DeTreville with a 
ftag to deliver you for prisoners of war to be accounted for, please 
give a receipt for them. 

I am, your Excell. most obt. servt, 

Fs. MAttlON. 
Prisoners : George Hannet, Michael Jones, John McClocki^g, 
York Volunteers. Saml. Woodward, Brown's. 



^l**«>i«iMM^ 



[N9.1h\ Col Manm to Co^ JtiTretMe. 

SBBLDOPf, Jaxiuary 7th, 1780. 
Sir: ^ 

You will proceed with a boat and hands from Beaufort to the first 
British post in Georgia with a flagg and deliver George Hannet, 
Michael Jones, John McGlockiiig and Saml Woodward, and take a 
receipt for them on account, and return as soon as possible. 
^ I aSQi yoer laost ob't (Mrvt^ 

P». MARION. 



[iVb. 12.] dei^eral £. Lincoln to Lieut. Cot Marion. 

CbawleS'Towit, Jtony lltfa, 1780. 
Sir : , 

Captain O'Neill will d^iv^ this. He apprehends that as the 
enefliy are dispifriad and cantoned at different plaAtations, some 
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parties might be surprised and brought dff— I think at least of a show 
of horse across the river te circumscribe their -limits and preTent 
their receiving those supplies which otherwise they might obtain. 
I am at too great a distance from Camp to give any particular or« 
ders in these matters, because the success of movements of this kind 
depends on so many circumstances, and a particular knowledge of 
the state and situation of the enemy, so necessary, and which may 
so materially change from the time I can be informed of it and an 
answer returned. I therefore leave it with you to consult with the 
commanding officers of the horse, and after that, should you, from 
the evidence you may obtain, tliink the measure advisable, you wil 
attempt something of the kind — and if Capt. O'Neill should be 
thought a suitable person to execute it, it will be agreeable to me ; 
however, that must be left with you and the officers also— *4ie has an 
idea that with six dragoons from the Legion and the same number 
from Col. Horry's corps, joined with six from Augusta, he could 
effect something pretty — I received last night your letter, by which 
I learn that the officers with you differ a little in their opinion 
with respect to the mode of officering the retained regiments, but, 
notwithstanding,' I think that matter will be easily settled. You 
mention that the officers do not incline to return until they know 
their fate. This settlement cannot effect the subalterns for there 
are not enough in the whole line to officer the three regiments, to 
remain. They should, therefore, join you immediately. 
I am, dear sir, with gieatregard^ 

Your most obed't serv't, 

V B. LINCOLN. 



[No. 13.] Prigade Major 'Barrow^ (of ike BritUh) to Lieut 

Col, Marion, 

Heap Quarters^ Savannah, Jan'y 12th, 178Q. 
Str; 

I am directed by Major General Prevost to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the three prisoners of war mentioned in yoUr letter,' and 
that they will be accounted for hereafter. 

I am sir, your humble servant, 

THOMAS BARROW. 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 9 

[No, 14] General Prevast to Lieut, Col, Fr*8, Marian, or Officer 
Commanding the American TVoops at Sheldon, 

Satannah, Jan. 19th, 1780. 

Sir : 

1 have sent Lieut Creswell, with a ilagg, to deliver two Prison- 
ers of war, on account of those you were so good to send me some 
days ago, and for which a certificate of their arrival will be suffi- 
cient. ' I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your most obed't, humble serv't, 

A. PREVOST. 



[No, 15.J LieiU, 'W, Jackson, (Aid DeCampJ to Lieut 

Col. Marion, 

ITd Q,uart's» Ch's Town, Jan. 24th, 1780. 

Sir : m 

I am re(]| nested, by the General, who is himself engaged, to in. 
fbrm you, that a brig, from New York, bound to Georgia, was de- 
coyed into the harbour last evening, by the Eagle Tender. She is 
one of a Fleet of 90 odd sail, which left New York about the 26th 
ultimo — said to be bound to Georgia, the convoy consisted of 6 
sail of the Line — 1.50 & 1.40 with a frigate — the brig parted with 
the fleet the beginning of this month,, off Cape Hatteras, steering 
S.S. W. The General reiterates his request that you will endeavour 
to obtain every possible intelligence from Savannah and give him 
the earliest notice thereof. 

I am, with respect, sir. 

Your very obedient servant, 

W. JACKSON, Aid D'Camp. 



[No. 16.J General Lincoln to' Lieut, Col. Marion, at Sheldon, 

.Head Quarters, Cha's Town, Jan'y dlst, 1780. 
Sir: 

The state of officers is such as to make it necessary that we draw 
our force, to a point as much and as soon as possible. No troops 



10 DOCUMaNTARY HISTOHY OF 

will he kept in the fiekl, except two hundred Light Infantry and 
the Horse. You will, tberefore, please to select from the three 
regiments with you, two hundred of your best men and those who 
are iMst clothed, and orgaoiae them into a corps with proper ofScers. 
All the remainder, with the baggage of the whole, (saving such ai 
is absolutely necessary for Light Troops,) will mai*ch immediately 
to this town. You will please take the command of the Lt. Infantry 
untill Lt Col. Henderson arrive, which I expect will be in a few 
days ; after that I wish to see you as HOun as may be in Charles 
Town — Cross will deliver you this, a letter to Col. Parker and ano- 
ther to Major Jamieson — You will send them on towards Augusta 
in the common route by four horsemen. Two will guide Col. 
Parker to this town by the shortest way, and' the other two will 
guide Major Jatfiieson to your camp. 

I am, sir, your most ob't serv't, 

B. LINCOLN. 



\No. 17. 1 Maj9r Edmund M. Hyme ^B.M^t GeneraiJ to Liemi, 

061, Peter Horry. 

February 11th, 1780. 
i)eQfr Sir : 

You are liiis day in orders for the third tlegiment, and the General 
desires me to inform you that your presence is immediately and ab- 
solutely necessary. We have certain intelligence of the British 
Troops having landed and we are just informed that 47 sail are tioW 
off Stono. I have the honour to be, dear Sit, 

Your most humble serv't, 

EDM^D. M. HYRNE, D. A. Gen'l. 



[No, 18.] Major E, M. Hyme, (D. Adft Qen'l) to Lieut. CoL 

Jrwier Horry* 

FArTMty 11th, 1780. 
Dear Sir : . 

I am 4orry to have troubled you with ray^ letter of thU date by 

the Express. CoL Hdnderson, (before the order was iseo^d,) in* 
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formed the General lie bad altered his tnind and woald accept the 
appointment, and he 10 accordingly appointed Lt. Col. of tbe tbird. 
I am, dr. Sir, your fani^le •err't, 

ED. M. HYRNE, D. A. Oen% 



[Ifo. 19.] Col Marian to Cd. P. Horry, 

LTifCiH*a CrebK) 17cb Ang.^ 1760» 
Sir s 

You will take the command of such men as will be collected 
from Capt. Bonneau'a, Mitchell's &: Benson's Companies, and imme- 
diately proceed to Santee from the Lower ferry to Lenud's and de>» 
stroy all the boats and canoes on the River, and post guards on each 
crossing place and prevent any persons crossing to or from Charles 
Town on either side of the River. You will give all intelligence 
necessary and the number of men you may have collected as early 
as possible. You will procure about twenty-five weight of gun 
powder, and proportionablequantity of Ball or Swan Shot, also flints 
and send up to me, immediately, to the Kings Tree, by an Express. 

I am> with esteem, your ob^t servt, 

FRANCIS MARION* 

N. B.-^You will also take the -eommand of Capt. Lenud's Com- 
pany and furnish your men wiA arms wherever you can find them, 
giving a receipt. 



[No. 20.J Coh, Marion^ to Colo. P. JSorry. 

Ltnch*s CasfiK, 1S7th Aagt. 1780. 
Deivr 8ir : 

I am snrry to acquaint you, General Gates is defeated widi grei^ 

loss, he was obliged to retreat to Charlotte, which obliged me siso to 

rstreat. You will without loss of time retreat what meh yon get 

to Britton^s Neck where I have encamped. It is necessary se 

obtain ammunition, arms and acooulrenaente and as many good horsei 

as you can, also get stores from George Town. You will if pos^ 

sible send up the River to Brition's Neek. > On the 20th instant i 
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attacked a Qaard of the 63d and Prince of Wales' Regt with a 
number of Tories at the Great Savannah near Nelson's Ferry-* 
took 22 Regulars and 2 Tories prisoners, and retook 150 Continentals 
of the Maryland Line, 1 waggcm and a drum, one Captain and one 
Subaltern was also captured. Our loss is 1 killed and Captain Ben- 
son slightly wounded on the head. I shall be at Britton's Neck 
with the prisoners and Continentals to-morrow morning. I must 
beg you'd retreat as immediately as you receive this, for I expect 
the enemy will send their Horse in this part of the country, as 
soon as they can recover a little tnam the g^eat loss they sustained 
which is said is equal to a defeat General DeKalb is killed, DuBuy- 
son wounded, the particulars haVe not come to hand. I beg you'd 
procure me two quires of paper, I have not heard a word from 
you since you left me. 

I am, dear Sir, your obt. servt, 

FS. MARION. 



[No, 21.] Crovemr, Rutledge^ to Lieut. OdU>. P. Horry, 

HiLLSBOBouoHi 3d October, 1780. 
Sir: 

I have just now received your favour of the 20th ulto. and un 
very sorry to hear of your indisposition, I hope however you will 
soon be able .to join Colo. Marion, and continue your services to our 
country. I did not know, nor can I learn before the bearer sets off 
for Wilmington, whether you are entitled to half pay or half sub- 
sistance since the reduction of the regiment,* but I will enquire and 
satisfy you soon about that matter. In the meantime to accommo- 
date you as soon as possible, I enclose an order in your favour on 
Mr. Will'm Gibbes (who is at Major Harleston's plantation on Cape 
Fear River, or you ^ill hear at that place where he is) for Conti- 
nental Loan OfSce Cerdficates £ot Seven. Thousand Six Hundred 
and Ninety two Dollars being the amount of your pay, till the Regi- 
ment was reduced, and of youraccot for supplies to the Army. I 
have no public money in hand, but I apprehend these cerdfieatte 
will answer your purpose as well as, or rather better than moneyi 
as the bearer Mr. Gallbrack tells me, he passed^some. at Wilming* 
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ton, and lie Bupposes you may ako for an advance of twenty-five 
per cent I am, sir, your very hum. servt, 

J. RUTLEDQE. 



[No. 22.] Wmiam ChrUHan to Col WiOiam Pre$Um. 

Vausses, January 6th, 1781. 
Dear Sjir, 

I am thus far on my way home, but shall remain here to-night; 
and I propose sending Tom fiody with this letter to your house to- 
morrow, while I take the strait road myself. 

I will enclose ^1000 to be disposed of as the Governor's letter 
will, I suppose, direct I also enclose c£48 for each of the boys, 
your son and Billy Norvell, and dC27 for Richard Minat Thi« 
was allowed Minat for going up to Mahanaim ; I could not get his 
other accounts reconsidered by the Auditory. I took no account| 
when I received this small sum for him, and am not sure of the 
exact amount, but it seems to me that it was about <3C27. I send 
two advertisements signed by the Commissioners for our District} 
I suppose one would be necessary at Sinking Creek. I will leave 
one at Bym's, and send the others to proper places upwards, and 
down the other side of the River. 

I left Richmond on Friday evening the 29th of last month. The 
gentlemen w*ere endeavouring to rise next day, but I guessed they 
must sit some part of this week. The bill had passed for raising 
3000 Regulars for the war, for three years, or by a draft for 18 
months. The bounty for the war is to be 12000 dollars in hand, 
ond a negro and 300 acres of land at the end of it For three 
years 80C0 dollars, and each Draft is to have 400 dollars. To 
raise the money, a tax of 2 per cent in specie ; in the new Congress 
money ; or in our other common currency 40 for one ; or Tobacco, at 
(£70 per hundred, or in henip at <£300 per hundred ; at the same 
rate of 40 for one upon the late specie assessment is to be collected 
the last day of thi^ present month. .1 was very uneasy, for fear 
people in this county had assessed high, but I find them moderate 
Col. Nathaniel Dandridge's 124 negroes averaged (£24.19 0. His 
land stands at <£1600. Mr. Lewis's Mill ant 660 acres of land 
near Stanton <£i80.r Billy Bowyer's house and Und, 6 negroee 
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«nd 6 hones <£364 Your old place by Staotoa 467(K BGoh. Bow- 
yer's ne^^ wonch »«d elaUl c!630. In Rockbridge tbey tmlaed 
some bigber. Tbe Stone-bouse land «£136, besides tbe bouses. 
Col. Fleming's land <£135, buildings <£40, Vausses 1173 acres 
<£108, mill <£40. In Buckingbam, Tom Anderson's land, called 
300 acres low grounds <3670d^ buildings £200^ negroes ^0, aver- 
aged £25, I believe < tber counties may be higber, but some are 
lower. I came by Stanton and made enquiry at Billy Bowyer, 
upon wbicb I vvas furnisbed witb what I mention in that neighbour- 
hood. I mention these things to you, fearing that our county has 
been too honest. 

There is no news of peace. Tbe king dissolved bis Parliament 
last summer, and upon the new election the minority were univer- 
sally left out. Burke was hissed in the streets of Bristol where he 
bad been formerly popular. Gen'l Kniphausen sailed with 4000 
Troops the 10th of December from New York, for the south- 
ward. It is supposed, they mean to make their best exertions for 
North Carolina and Virginia this year ; we are but weak that course. 

I met your letter, with Griffith's petition, at Mr. Fleming*8, and, 
therefore! will enclose it to you again : also Trigg and Sawyer's 
letter, supposing there may be papers In it. 

The Spaniards want the navigation of the Mississippi confirmed 
to them, but our assembly will waive that subject till next spring. 

I spoke to Stephen May, yesterday, to come up immediately and 
take up a dancing school : I wish to know if you'd take a third of 
his wages upon you. He asks dCSO, old way, for teaching, 36 days. 
Perhaps you. Mr. Madison and myself can take in some neighbors 
to help out with money. I will send for him to begin at Mahan- 
aim, because it may not answer, some time hence, for family rea- 
sons. I wish you would desire' Young to go u|> and see me next 
week about the mill. 

Mr Madison keeps making me laugh about divers matters, but 
after all he will join the school — Adieu. 

I am your obd't humble serv*t, 

WILLIAM CHRISTIAN. 
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[Nb. 23.] Oen. Gheene to the Bmourahle Brigr. Oen. Marian. 

CAifiP ON Pee Dee, Jan. 19, 1781. 
Dear Sir .• 

Tbo inclosed letter frozn Capt Odingsell came to hand last eve- 
sing — I have directed him to apply to you for orders on the sub- 
jept. I have detached Major Anderson with 1000 Regulars and 100 
Virginia Militia to attack and disperse the Tories at Mr. Amir's 
Mill on Drowning Creek, the party marched yesterday with orders 
to endeavour to surprise them- Perhaps you might be able to 
make some detachment which would contribute to the success of 
the party. By the last accounts, Lt. Col. Tarlton was in motion, 
with about 1000 Troops, towards General Morgan, who is in the 
fork of Broad River. Lord Comwallis is moving in force to cover 
him. I wish your answer respecting the practicability of surprising 
the party near Nelson's, the route and the force you will be able to 
detach, these enquiries are a matter that requires the greatest secreay. 
I am, dear Sir, your most obd't humble serv't, 

NATH'L GREENE. 



[No. Sii.] QjU. Qwrgt CampbeU (of the BfitUh) te General 

Marion^ 

George Town, 21st Januy, 1781. 

Sir : 

A flagg of truce from you dated the 19th is just come to hand, 
by whom I have received the letters and papers contained in the 
inclosed receipt. I have already sent out Thomas Hunter, and 
have every right to expect Mr. Riddle as soon as you are informed 
of Hunter's being out. A Captain Clark of yours fell into my 
hands at the Waccamaw, I have a right to expect he will come and 
surrender himself to me as a prisoner of war; if he has any spark 
of honour ; he must from my own generosity to him think it a 
duty. The two soldiers of the Queen's Rangers taken at the Wac- 
camaw, I should wish were sent in, as they are distant from the 
corps and OKiy be likely not to have the necessary supplies, as if 
their corps wore ae«rer« I have a Qiodtrey in my hands taken on 



16 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 

tlie Waccamaw^ whom I will send out for the one and a G-riggs for 
the other. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most hum. servt, 

GEORGE CAMPBELL. 
Lieut. Colo. & Commander, George Town. 
P. S. Major Irvin's personal cloatbing I think descending a little 
too low to be detained. I acknowledge to have received from you 
some papers of Major Irvin's and eight dollars addressed as follows, 
viz : Lt. Colo. Stephen Moore, Brigdr. General Mcintosh, Colo. 
Wm, Russell, Colo. DeLaumoy, inclosing a bill for fotir hundred 
dollars, Hon'ble Brigr. Genl. Scott, Brigr. Genl. Moultrie, Mr. Part 
and Capt James Frazer. 



[No. 26] Ghneral Greene to General Marten, 

Camp, Januy 22d, 1781. 
Sir: 

I have your letter of the 18th containing an account of the 
several little skirmishes between your people and the enemy, which 
were clever and do them much honour, I am sorry that so few 
horses fit for service are to be had in your quarters, as we are in 
great want Get as many as you can and let us have fifteen or 
twenty sent to camp without loss of time — they being wanted for 
immediate service. Major Hyme who is appointed Deputy Com- 
missary General of Prisoners, has settled the business with Mr. 
W6.1ter. I beg you will please to favor me with weekly returns of 
the Militia serving under you, and the number of horses you have in 
service, and the particular duties on which they are employed, to be 
made every Monday morning. I also wish a separate return of the 
Contl. Troops serving with you, and the rank and names of the Offi- 
cers, if any are with you and the corps to which they belong. 
I am. Sir, with esteem, your most obt. humbl. servt. , 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 26.J General Greene to the Honh*e. General Marion, 

Camp on Pee Dee, January iS3d, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have the partieular pleasure . lo' congratulate you on the entire 
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defeat of tke enemy luider Lt. Colo. Tarlton. M^or Giles this 
moment ftrrii^ed, brings the glorious iiitel%eBce, which I have Uie 
pleasure to Iraiismit On the VKtKr at day faceak, the enemy con- 
sisting of 1 l^D Bmlish Troops* aad M Militia attacbed Generai Mor- 
>ffBR, who. waa«t tlie Cowpens, beiweeti Psnolat and Snoad River 
with S9% Infisilry^eo Cavalry, aad about 600 Mtttia. The action 
ItfBted abont fi%'ttiB»tes, pui4 was remiitl^ably severe* Oar l»rave 
tiwopa eha«|eed the^nemy with bayonets^ and^ eaOMdj rooted them, 
Itillifl^ near I5fi^: wounding iii^wai4s lof . SOO,'«nd taking more than 
M0pi»9imis,e«cliis]s>«of the w^iuided priooMuraf with ^ pieoes 
t( AitSlavy, 3A waggoaa» upwards. of 100 ol ihft Dragoon horaqa* 
aad 70aegffees^nd wiihthe h>s»oa|y of 10 mea kiUad and 66 wound- 
ed OuFiotrej^d parcf pttcaued tJia«oemy upwsards if 30 miles, 
A^otthiii^CoaiaMasiaQedOfficaffaAre^ainDaglW^pn^ Qok>. 

sTarhanhad his hone kiUod, was woaadedt b|Et josada his. escape 
4NSh MO of his Traopa. TinsM psstaat aaiatHgetloe J wish you to 
4HaBmiipieaie So Lt CMo. Lee .if pasAJa. J hai^ aatMia to write 
Idm. If he .has net4ttaelted Qe&brge Towa» 2. wish Jba ^ald pii- 
9iaely ^Wftnaaaitkte tWOariiiOo. 1 nm !WSlh estaam^ 

ItQiir isaat o)i(t* luialbL.servt^ 
,' ^^. . .N. aRESNJS. 



J « 



iNo. 27.] General Gr4m^ to Generai Marion. 

xCaiv f«K P« Jlca, 2a2^29^ 1781. 

J)e€ar Sir ; 

Tbttr letter'adUeiWA^a h^a»a$Qa|:kafere this I hope you have 
received the agreeable news of the defeat of Lt Qo\. TarlloB by 
€Ken. Mo^gna, aftei^ ihk, liechfaig wtt^ (LppMr difimdt, I €m1 it is 
•yauf '^ptnion,. however; thcil Col, WMaon'-s eorpa is so. poated 
^Aat it wifl be diffietxH «hier to surprbe br attadi tham. Bat I 
ahMd ^ttppase^ fircAn yaiiit descnpdisfttif ' di^plaoe'tliey wtU he 
more eMiiy mii^pnsedt^n vfthey fay: wherotfaey^vtatw less ewvsnsd. 
People- lire 'ftpato' be off ifheir guard in proportion as they imagine 
theauiHved^itfHiecurity. I cannot give vp the idea of an attack 
'«pon thein,ai>d wish you^tb gn^e hatt iMteUigf^oe y«a xsaa of their 
miabers'OMi eoasult %kh Lt Cal. -Lee^npaa ti>» wi ty a s . If ^tmr 
2 
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force aided by the Infantry of the Legion is not sufficient to make 
the attack to advantage, I will send a party down the River 
agreeably to year advice. I wish to have yoar opinion upon the 
practicability of crossing the Santee with a party of three or four 
hundred Horse and whether they woald be much exposed by being 
in the rear of the enemy. Also, whether the par^ would not 
make good their retreat, if it shooKl not be oecessary, And join our 
people towards Ninety-Six. If the thing ie practicable, can ycur 
people be engaged to perform this service ; it may be a matter of 
the highest hnportance connected with utbetr movements aud there- 
fore I beg you to give me all the information upon the subject yon 
can, without hinting the design to any person whatever, exc^t 
Lt. Col. Lee, whom I wish you to advise vrithon idl occasions. You 
may place the highest confident iti him with perfect security ? and 
I persuade myself there will be no dispute between you respeedog 
rank. AH the provisions in the lower country should be brought 
up the r^er aA &st as poissible, and I beg you to take every nea^ 
sure in your pow^ to have it don6. The pdals low^r upon the 
river are exposed to sudden invasimiB by water and besides v^eh, 
they are very insecure posts for an army while the enemy hold 
posts so high up in the country. 

^ Yottr most ob't. hum. servt., 

NATH'L GREENE. 



{JVc^. 26.] OemrH Hmger io Brigr. CroU. Marian. 

Camt, Htc&'« Ck^eiC, Januy. dSth, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

General Greene wiahes that you wSl attempt to cross the Santee, 

and if poi(^ibIe, reach some of theeriemies magazines aiid destroy them. 

I am persuaded you will not leave any .prai^c^Ue measure unat- 

tempted to effect thia businesa, the execution is left entirely to your 

judgment «nd address. - 1 am, tiear Sir, with much 'osteemt 

Your most humL servt., 

I& HUGER. 

P. S. Capt. Snipea bas received an invitation from Cola Harden 

10 join him on the auuth of Charlea Town with 150 tB#n, If you 
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think this will answer the Greneral's intention of alarming the enemy 
and destroying their magazines, you will promote it. Capt Snipes 
has permission to proceed on the expedition. 

IS. HUGER, B. G. 



\Nih 29.] Qpvemor Rutkdge to Oenl. Marum, 

Cherawb, Januy 28th, 1781. 

General Huger sends yoa by Capt Snipes an extract of Genl. 
Greene's letter, by which you will perceive what the General wishes 
you to attempt Capt Snipes is desirous of raising men to the 
southward, westward of Santee, and requests to have the command 
of an Independant Company. I have no objections to gi/ing him 
a Company, and to his bringing away all the spirited young men to 
the southward whom be can get to join you, or Gen'L Pickens, as 
circumstances will admit, but I refer Capt. Snipes to you for in- 
structions. You will determine whether you can comply with the 
General's Wish or not, and give Capt. Snipes such instructions as you 
ih^nk proper when you have determined on your plan. Capt 
Snipes may receive Brevets from you |br himself and officers, as I 
have no commissions^ by me and can't detain him till any can be 
wrote out. . I am in haste, sir^ 

Your most ob't servt, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No. dO.J Gfen. Greeme to Col. WnK Campbell, 

Shuahd's Ford on the Catawba River, Jan. 30, 1781. 
Sir: • 

The enemy are pushing into the country, and are now as high up 
on the Catawba as Beatty's Ford: and seem to be determined to 
disperse the Militia,, and ' push the Continental troops out of this 
Stale. To prevent so great a misfortune, I wish you could 
send to- out assistance 1000 good volui^teer militia from over the 
mountain, engaged to ferve one month after they arrive at Head 
Q.iiart0rs. Such a force joined to what we have in the field and 
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«ati cone<^ tipoti such a footing, will enable nn to ptisli the enemy 
in turn, and add new splendor to your own gbry, and give the 
world another proof the bravery of the monntlun Milida. Let m^ 
entneat you to crbtne to our aid without loss of dma 

General Morgan's success you have heard of I presume, and I 
have this moment heard of the surprise of George Town, one of 
the enemy^s bltt p oi/ts. Ft Was by Lt Col. li^ee and hil Legion. 

I an^ with the highest respect, 

Your most obed't servant, 

NATH. OftEBNfi. 



[ Jfe. &1.] Gdfiirat &feeke to Bail. Mdf'itm, , 

Cahp At <?^iLVd&i> tfoutit Ito^iAE, Feb. 11th, llF81. 
Peat Sm- ; 

t received ybu'p favor of the Slst tiMmo,and^begyou to givett^ 
particulai* thanks toMsjOr and Capt. PosteH, for the spiritand address 
whh which they executed youY drd^efs d^rer the Bahtee. Tdar 
crossing the Santee, m\ist depend tipott your own discrettt^. ' I 
think it would be attended With many advantages, if it can be exe- 
cuted with safety. Oen. Sumpter is desired to call out all the fil^itia 
of South Carolina and employ them in destroying the enemies' stores 
and perplexing their affairs in South Carolina. Please to commu- 
nicate and concert with hith yotit* jftrture operaii6ns ubtHwe have a 
better opportunity to have a more free intercourse. Great activity 
is necessary to keep the spirits of the people from '^li^ng, as well 
as to alarm the enemy, respecting the safety of their posts. We 
'fottneSi a junction at this place last tiight, but our force is so much 
tntenor to the enemy^s, that We dare not hazard a general actidin, if it 
t^n be avoided, but 1 am not ci^rtahi that it can. I'he en^fny tfre 
Within thirty Yttildli at Vs, up tbWardft the Shelfow PoVd oto the 
Ya^h. 1 atti, Sear rir. 

Your iiidfct 6b\ hum. sern.^ 
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[J^. 32.] Q^i^ai GrteHe Qql, Wm. Can^pheH. 

C^IIP, Halifax C. H., Feb. 12th, 178L 
Sir: 

Reports prevail {hat yoa are about to march to join the army with 
a large body of Riflemen. It is said you encamped at the Iron 
works upon tbe( Dw» Uie night befere last, { c^n hf^^Iy prerail 
on myself to believe that the report is true : as I have heard nothing 
from you. However, if yo^ are 09 th^ march please to let me 
know it ; and also what force you have with you and whereahoul^ 
jroH ar^ And it is my earil99l desire yo^ shonld jtnn us $19 pQpn as 
possible. Our army will halt here until th^ enemy cros^ or begii^ 
ty» file off towi^rds Hillsborough, which I expect will be the casQ^ 
and therefore am anxipus to collect a force as soon as possible to 
fijitUow them I and I am qot wilkout hopes of effecting their ruin. 
X 9ini| (ftftyour mostobd't humble servant, 

NATH, GREENE. 



{Nq. 33.J 4rmtr<n^ ^ CW^ W, Prcsm- 

Bej^Lpv, 16th F^Vy< 1781, 
Sir; 

On my arrival here last night, the only intelligence I could gather 
is, that Lord Cornwallis is marched from Salem towards Hillsbor- 
ough, our Militia gathering from every part of the country, and that 
General Greeny is rcinfotced with tweiH^five hundred regular 
troops from the northward, d.nd 12 pieces of cannon. I am likewise 
informed th^t the Lighthorie has not damaged the country so much 
as we heard. Richmond which we were told was burnt, proves to 
be faUe, I 4on*t understand that .they wpre in the Town \ thre^. or 
fpur of them wer^ 9kt my hpusei but have donp np damages, all 
which, cam^a by travellers. 

C^tpt, Sti^phens and the otW o&aen tbinlju it's not necessary to 
keep a guard at this plft^, ^nd the men don't seem to be satisfied, m 
there is no kind of rough forr^gq for their horses. I start from 
here with some of ^he^Utu^ for JJkhm w^tBod «ny.^Qrt«in acc0u^t0 
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of tbe enemy which I get, I shall embrace every opportunity of 
sending to you. Should you have an opportanity, send the en- 
closed to my son, and oblige, sir, your hum. serv't, 

MARK (?) ARMSTRONG. 



[No. 34.] Oeneral Cfreene to General Marian. 

Camp at Halifax C. H., TiBiitNiA, Feb. 16th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have seen your letter to Gen. Huger, of the 6th instant,' and 
am surprized that Col. Bakier or Capt. Snipes should pretend that 
they had my directions for crossing the Santee. I beg you will 
encourage the Militia and engage them to continue their exertions. 
If the supplies, expected from the Northward, arrive in season, we 
shall be able to assist you. The movements of the enemy were so 
rapid that fbw of the Militia joined us in our march from Fee Dee, 
which reduced us to the necessity of passing the Dan, or risque an 
action on very unequal terms. The enemy are upon the banks of 
the river, but the people of this country appear to be in earnest I 
hope we shall soon be able to push Lord Cornwallis in turn. I 
Wrote you from Guilford, which I hope you have received. 
I am, dear sir, your most obd't, humble servt, 

N. GREENE. 



[No, 35. j — Col. Wm. Preston to Cot, Wm, CampheU, 

OATfes' Feb. 17th, 1781. 
Sir: 

Scarcity of paper obliges me to send you this with the intelli- 
gence it contains, which is all I have. I shall march this mornihg 
with about three hundred men. Theii* number I can't exactly as- 
certain, as they are coming hourly. The court martial have doomed 
a great number of Continental soldiers according to the act of Assem- 
bly, but they have ordered the sentence to be reversed. If these 
men will turn out by next Saturday and serve this expedition, or- 
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dera for this purpose have issued to every compaDy. You shall be 
sure of any interesting news I may re^ceive on my march. 
I am, with great esteem, sir, your humble serv't, 

WM. JRESTON. 



[No. 36.] General Sumpter to the Hatumrahle General Marian. 

Camp at Friday's Fekrt, Feb. 20th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Hurry of business obliges me to be laconick. 1 arrived at this 
place ' yesterday morning about four o'clock. Shortly after, at- 
. tacked the fort, with which I have b^n ever since engaged* Every- 
thing hitherto favourable, and have no doubt but I shall succeed, if 
not interrupted by Lord RawdoU) who, I know^ will strip his post 
as bare of men as possible, to spare, to obviate which, as far as 
may be in your power, it is my wish that you would be pleased 
to move in such a direction as to attract his attention, and thereby 
prevent his designs. Timely assistance i a this way portends much 
good to this State. I have al$o to request that every inhabitant of this 
State, westward of Saiitee be permitted to join their respective 
Regiments, or rather immediately repair to my station. 1 desired 
Col. Marshall, with what men he could collect to march down, 
eastward of Camden, and will probably fall in with you in good time. 
1 wish and beg that yoa may suppress every species of plundering, 
as the greatest evils td'the pliblick, as well as individuals, are ex- 
perienced thereby. You cannot be too particular. The enemy 
oblige the negroes they have to make frequent sallies. This circudP 
stance alone is sufficient to rouse and fix the resentment and detes- 
tation of every American who possesses common f(^elings. I shall 
be happy to receive an account of the state of things to the East 
and Northward. If you can, with propriety, advance Southwardly 
80 as to co-operate, or correspond with me, it m^hthave the best of 
consequences. 

I am, dear sir, with the greatest regards. 

Your most pbd't, humble serv't, 

THOS. SUMPTER. 

P. S.r-I amiejctremely short of ammunition: if you are w^ll- 
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Boppfied, sfaoiild b« nocli oUidged l» yon to tend M>n« ifile ike 
neighborhood of f^ekiaghMn's feity. 



[No. 37.]—Capt John Saunders^ (of the BrUUhJ to Brig, Gm, 

Mwrum* 

Geoess Town, 22d Feb., 1781. 
Sit: 

I wrote you Bomedme since relative to the exchange of two Ser- 
jeants of mine and three private soldiers of the Ke. Am. Regiment, 
but not having heard from yott I am indueed to believe that it hatk 
never come to your hands. 1 have, therefore, enclosed a copy of 
t^at letter, being informed tbat several wounded prisoners taken 
by you at Monk's Comer are destitute of the proper medvdnes and 
necessaries, which I am told are not in your power to obtain for 
them. Humanity, therefore causes me to request that you would 
permit them to be setit in here, or to any other of his Majestie'd 
postd, to remciin till they may be suiRciently received. 
I am, sir, your most obd't humble serv't, 

JOHN SAUNDBRS, 
Capt. liit A. Regim't CommsLnd'g at Gh. Towo-. 



[i\fi». 38.>— Gemr«2 Mariam to CsjfL Saundert, 
^ 22d February, 1781. 

I received' ydut-s 6{ this ineiiant and another of the ISth. As to 
the two Serjeants of the Queen's Rangers, they ftre, by this, m 
Virginia. I have, in my posrsessioti, a number of prisoners^tiken lit 
Monk^s Cohier, which t wfK exchange for Wilson Oodfrey, Henry 
Grigs, John T. and Jno. Posteil. This last I am induced to ex- 
change on account of his age, and hope humanity wiH induee jM 
to treat him like a gentleman. The prisonefs wil! besent you any 
day you mention when you will Kend the others at the same time. 

1 am, sir, your humble serv't, 

F. MARION. 
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[No. 39.] Copt Saunders to Crener€fl Mmriom, 

OwM* Tcwm, Feb. 83d, 17B1. 
Sir: 

I am wilfog to e«chatig« the p rii doer e ycni meedon but as Capt 
DePe^i'ster and his party have fallen into your handsi I wish to ea* 
elude thaf pai^ in Hie exohangeb Whatever tike difficiency of 
priscmem may be at tkie post, I am authonsed to say that it will be 
immediately made up from the prisoners in Charles Town. Should 
you incline to proseeute the exchange. 

1 an, sir, your dkt mtA Yery bum. servt, 

JOHN SAUNDERS, 
Capt. 1st A. Regt Goannanding at George Towq. 



aitaM«l«M 



[No. 40.] Cfen. Greene to Col- Wm. fretton. 

On Ilico Riteb, td Miles nou Hillsborough, } 

Feb. 24th, 1781. S 

Sir: 

Capt Campbell d^vered meyovr letter ef the 18th last evening. 
It is my wish you should march to this place as soon as possible 
and join Ge&'t. PiekeM ^ho has a party of Militia collected from 
the difierent Gonntiea in Salisbtiry distrietr It ie necessary we 
slK>uld colleet out force to a poinc, and it is equally neeessary that, 
the force should be formed under the command of some good anflr 
experienced officers. There is no one more deserving than Gen'l. 
Pickens, who I dare say will be perfectly agreeable to you and 
those nmier yeur oommaad. PreVkion atid Ibrage are seareei you 
will therefore bring forward with you all you can collect, without 
delaying your marchi bttt let nothing detain you from joining us as 
soon as possible. 

You will appoint a person to collect both previsions and fortge * 
for the Troops under your eommand, and give proper certificates 
for what is taken, that the people ra»y be satisfied hereafter. I 
trust you will take every possible preeaiLlioA 1o prevent {tendering. 
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as the country is exceedingly distressed, and that will add not a 
little to their calamity. 

Your exertions to reinforce the army under its critical situation 
deserve my particular thanks, and cannot fail to procure you the 
approbation and thanks of the public. 

The euQfny are at Hillsborough colketing provisions, and re- 
freshing themselves. 

I ara, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH: GREENE. 



[No. 41] Ck^t, Sawndert (0/ ike BrUUhJ to GMl. Marion, 

GvoROB Town, Feb'y. 25th, 1781. 

Sir : 

I am willing to send you as many of the second regiment as you 
have prisoners of mine in your hands, but I cannot think of making 
a partial exchange, except in the instance of Captain De Peyster, 
who has my authority to offer you Capt Clark or any other per- 
son I have here in exchange for himself. If you are as anxious to 
relieve your prisoners as I am mine, the exchange will immedi- 
ately take, of which I have no doubt 

I am, sir, your ob\ hum. serv't, 

JOHN SAUNDERS, 
Capt Command'g George Town. 
N. B. Capt. Campbell, a volunteeri has fallen into your hands, 
I am willing, as he does not belong to this post, to give you Griggs 
Ibr him. 



[No. 42.1 Gmeral 3/tarum io Capt. Satindert {of the Britiih.) 

Blaox River, 26th Feb., 1781. 
Sir: 

I received yours <^ the 25th inst., and will exchange four men 
which were taken near Monk's Corner, for the four, prisoners men* 
tioned in my letter, of the 22d inst, and have sent for those men ; 
when that exchange takes place, I will let you know iqy intentions 
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respecting a further exchange. Any other Mr. Griggs bat the one 
I mention I clo not know* anything of. 

I am your hamble servh, 

P. MARION, B. G. M. 
N. B.^The men taken with Capt De Peyster are so far off, it is 
not in my power to convey the eloathing for them. 



[No, 43.] — Col. W, Balfour to Brigadier General Marion. 

Chablu Town, March 8d., 1781. 
Sir.' • ' • 

Repeated informations, reaching me. of the very ill treatment 
which siich of the King's militia whose mis&rtune it is to be cap- 
tured by you are daily receiving, especially those taken at Black 
Mingo, I am compelled, abhorrent to ray feelings, by the calls 
which these people have on me, for protection, and the justice due 
to such who attach themselves to his Majestie's aervice, not only to 
declare to you my intentions^ but actually to put in force retaliation 
of all aeverities imposed by any of your people on such prisoners 
of war ; and for this purpose. I have directed the militia to be sep- 
arated from the continental prisoners, that they may experience 
those hardships and ill usages in their full degree, which too many 
of ours labor under. At the same time, be assured sir, I shall, with 
more pleasure, mitigate the sufferings of captivity whenever I have 
a sanction from your conduct so to do. Since only the wish to re- 
move from war, any unnecessary calamities, and to afford his Ma- 
jestie's subjects that relief in their distress, which it is my duty to« 
attempt, could induce a measure so contrary to my feelings, and the 
wish I have to soften rather thisin aggravate the misfortunes of the 
prisoners. I am, sir, your most obd't, 

W. BALFOUR. 



\No, 44.] General Sumter to General Marion, 

Camp, Mb. Bradlbt'b, 4th March, 1781. 
Dew Sir: 

Yours of 2d instant has this moment, come to hand, I am very 

sorry to be so far out of the way of meeting with you at a time 
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when tkera itiliagreiAect o^cMOn fop i(^ I nuide 90 doub^ hr^ 
yoar route to me would be hjf ^ wi^ el Kiog'^ Ttet^. or ^Ci 
Ferry, and aAer recflivkig yawn of lii« )K8Ul ultimo, informing me 
what the nutofattr of ycmr men were, I found you to be very weak, 
and the eBemy near at htni io^ 4o^ocv Ais determined me to mp^e 
on to meet with you-^to oonten toeMiiFee-ibr ear further open%7 
tions, which is still absolutely necessary* I shall therefore remain 
at or near this place for that purpose, and be^ that you may come 
this way with all possible speed, if not eonvenieot with all your 
men to facilitate an interview, please to come with a few. My 
horsed are so worn out that I eaa source mave at all, and officers 
and men quite discouraged — ^findirig no force in these parts, neC 
even men enough to join to guide me through th^e eeuntvy* But, 
notwithstanding little may be ddtie now, yet muA goe^ miight W 
expected to resuh hereafter from a pcvBonal eonsvltauon^ whi^fa i 
hope to have the ikvour of by to-tnonrow night You will readiy 
agr^e with me, that die worst of eotis^ueaees ate «o be appfe** 
bended from my having to return without sei^ng you^ and fixing 
upon a propei* mode fbr our proeeedtftgs in fuHnre ; and as yeo aif^ 
not unacquainted with my inability te go to yoif, I bepe you will 
undertake to do the needful in that case* The aeeounlB you giv^ 
respecting Lord CorAwalfis ure y^ pleasing ; God grAsi A speedy 
confirmation. If you retui-n upon the same side of the River thai 
you now are, perhaps you may eolleet men about the Mile, *nd 
tdce some of the Tories about Bkdk Riv^r, whfek I ftm inlbr^ed 
are venturing out Near this place I mean to Mmatn^ until i bear 
fifom you again. I am, deair sir, with great esteem, 

Your most obedient beinbl« servent, 

. THOS. SUMTSR. 



MteHMM«M 



[No, 45.] Capt J: Saunders (of the British J to lAeut Col. Irvin. 

Qmmjr Towk, 6th V^teh, 1781. 

Sir : 

The enoloeed was intended t6 have been sent by Lieut Futhy 
had he not so precipitately left this place. I had signifiefd to Bi4g. 
General Marion that I should not agree to a partial exdhange. I 
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am soitpiised tinft ke i^oald h%re ordered you to eend in tbe four 
sdeii mentioiied in ymat letter. My letter mentioned only tke 
^rounded prifOBerb taken at Mmik's Gorner-^lhey being totoUy 
dimttfte botk of ^Bnrgeons and neoetoairiet, waa my reason for n- 
ifomMg thmi tkey ahoald ke sent here imtil recovered. Capt. Jokn 
iPoateU being m priaaner of -oafs, cantiot reeeirO' orders from yon, 
iad ke kaa HorfiBited uU ekim to knicy l^ a violatioB -of bia parole. 
1 ^eaamot mdnlgpa Urn inTeenmingto the oonntry until I reoeiee 
^MUtfona. Ab yeiir^ag mentiotM ikat tkeveare reportathat the 
fniaoneni here -wfe ^harshly treated, I think proper to mentwa to yen, 
tka« piiisoDeM in mj kmdt wn al way* as well treafiad at ^ketr attoa- 
nhm and eivcwMKanoea oan admit. 

* • ^I em yourm, -fco., 

^ JOHN SAVNDER13, Oapt Comd't. 



-N. 'B. Col. hfmfu note to Kjkn. Marion, enokead in die aboee 
W^, ^'wBMPt atrange Lietit Fntky riwiild precipitately retreaC, 
when he aaw an armed party coming to take him** 



«w^^M*<**.*f< 



[No. 46.] G6L. Waieon to C^eneral Marion. 

BiraiOsifiBvk Hacrsi^ ifsairah Tth^ V^l. 
Sir : 

S'arti to wskemyjipolfligies to you that a proper list of those go- 
ing to Chnrles Town has not been sent before, you will find onein- 
«)eaed iifhtek you woii]d*karre'nBedyed>aeQtieivbiit4t wasieitber lefl 
"Otit hy mktake or 'dropped by accidieiit fnom ^he aeeotid letter ad- 
4xa8SBd to ydu. I ^stm, sir^ yonr'-honable e^v% 

JNft WATSON. 



fi%. 47.] -Oen. MiKfwn4o lAent. GoL Balfour, 

SamaB, March 7th, ITftl. 

I^tfent Gape. Jpkn Poardl wkh -a flag te^ejccAiftDge eeme prisoiieri 
Oapt g amiJ ei e , OdnnaadaBt of Geenge Towa had agreed 
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to, bat contrary to the laws of nations, lie seized Capt. Pottell and 
detained him as a prisoner; as I cannot imagine his conduct will be 
approved of by you, I hope you will give orders to have my flag 
discharged, or I must immediately acquaint Congiess of this viol^ 
tion. the ill consequences of which is now in your power to prevent. 
I am sorry to complain of the ill treatment my officers meet with 
fVom Capt Saunders ; the officers are closriy confined in a small 
place, where they cannot either stand up, or lay at length, nor have 
they half rations ; I have treated your officers and men in a differ- 
ent manner who have fallen in my hands. Should these evils be not 
prevented in future, it will not be in my power to prevemt retaliation 
taking place. Lord Rawdon and Col. Watson have hanged three 
of my Brigade for siipposed crimes, which will make ^ls many of 
your men in my hands suffer. I hope this will be prevented in 
future, for it is not ray wish to act but with humanity and tender- 
ness to the unfortunate men whom the chances of war may throw 
in my power. 

I have the honour to be, your obeilient servant, 

FRANCIS MARION, B. G. Militia. 



[Na 48v] Qeneral Marion to Col. WaUon (of the Brituh.) 

. Bantbs, March 7, 17S1. 
Sir: 

Inclosed is a letter which I wish may be forwarded as soon as 
possible. I make no doubt but you will be surprised to see a flag 
sent at the head of an armed party. The reason of it is, that Capt 
Saunders, Commandant of Georgo Town has violated the laws of 
nations, by detaining, taking, and imprisoning Capt. Fostell who 
carried prisoners to exchange, which was agreed to by him. The 
hanging ef men taken prisoners, and the violation of my flag will 
be retaliated, if a stop is not put to such proceedings, which is 
disgraceful to all eivilized nations. All your officers and men 
which have fallen in my hands have been treated with humanity 
*And tenderness; and I wish sincerely, that I may not. be obliged to 
act contrary to my inclinations, but such treatment as my unhappy 
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followers whom the chance of war have thrown in my enemies' 
bands meet with such ; suph muRt those experience wha fall in my 
hands. I have the honour to he, 

^ Your obedient servant, 

FRANCIS MARION, B. G. Militia. 



UStK 49.] 6r«fi. Marian to Capt Saunders. 

March 7th, 1781. 
Sir: 

By my orders, Lieut Col. Irvin sent Capt* John Postell with a 
flag to exchange the men you agreed to, and am greatly surprized 
to find you not only refused to make the exchange, but have violated 
my flag by taking Captain Postell prisoner contrary to the laws of 
nations. I shall immediately acquaint the Commandant at Charles 
Town, and if satisfacdon is not given, I will take it in every instance 
that may fall in my power. I have eve^ used all the officers and 
men taken by me with humanity ; but your conduct in closely con- 
fining Capt. Clark in a place where he cannot stand up, nor have 
his length, and not giving him half rations will oblige me to retali- 
ate on the officers and men which are, or may fall in my h^nds, 
which nothing will prevent but your releasing Capt. Postell imme- 
diately and using my officers as gentlemen, and your prisoners as 
customary in all civilized nations. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

FRANCIS MARION, B, O. Militia. 



[No, 60.] (LUereepted Later J R. to^ Lieut Chi Watson. 

Camden, March 7th, 1781. 
Sir.' 

I arrived here about noon on the 5th, and on the same evening 
detached Major Fraler with the South Carolina Regiment to Rad- 
clififs Bridge. Th^ cavalry were to have accompanied him, but just 
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as \hey were to March, the report of a hoiy of tte enemy bong 
within a few miles of ui, occasioQed ny detadiiog theia another 
way ; ordering them, k>wev«', to jcrfa Migof Frazer after they hid 
fulfilled th^r first obgeot Frazer. yesterday fell in with Sumter 
(who was stdTaneiwg thii vay) between Scape Hoar and Radc tiff's 
Bridge. A smart action ensued, in which the enemy were com- 
pletely routed, leaving ten dead on the field and about forty wound- 
ed. Unfortunately none of our Dragoons had joined Frazer, so 
that he could not pursue fais. yictoi:y. S^nver fledsi^oss Lynoh's 
Creek and continued his retreat northward ; he has his family with 
him, so that I tbink he has entirely abandoned the lower country. 
By the accounts of the prisoners, Marion has but a very trifl]|\g 
force, and is aot likely to inoreaaeiit If youir inteUigence corres- 
ponds with this, 33, 16, 41--17, 5, 64, 28 57^ 19, 18, 3*--65, 24, Z, 
14, 16, 25, 14--51, 23, 5 -^, 14, 11, 8, 16. 1%, 11, 53, 11, 18, 74, 
1 1, ?6, 25-t1, 14, 26, 23» 4, 18. 23, 4, 14, 1--67, 16, 25, 51-29, 
22, 1^ 12, 8, 57, 16, 2g, 51, 24, 5i.2% 18, 7, 3» J:4--and 25, 2, 1?, 
3, 25—74, 2, 16, 5^ 17*-1, 14, 23, 22, 1, H'-5l,2S, 5—2, 5,11, 
21, 25, 12, ^ 1, lit 14, 1» 54. 1: have the honor to b«b «ir 

, Yoi|r mo^ obedient B.. 



Camp at Haw RivmR, Ma^h Bth, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

The present skiiatifin of affiiii^ f^ndering it impracticable for me 
to return into South Carolina, not seeing any prospect of being able 
to go thither very 4Boon, and it being impossible. If we could pene- 
trate that country, to re-establish the Civil Government for some 
time; Qnd-my remaiaing herje being t)f n) serviee to tha.^tate, I 
have determined to set off in a few days for Philadelphia, with a 
view of -proeuriog, if possible, some supplies of clothing for our 
Militia (whose distress for want of it gives me great concern) «l)d 
of obtaining sudi ^eetoal aid as* may boqii, restore both the tpwn 
and country to our pe^sesfion. My utmost endeavors fin* ibese par- 
poses ^hall Ve exe^i^tod, 9f^ I .flatter n^elf ihal f m^g vuoceeii by 
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personal appUcations. I am persuaded of the continuance of yonr 
utmost attention, and hope you will cultiYate a good understanding 
with Gen'ls. Sumter and Pickens, and do erery thing in your power 
to forward the former's views, and shall be glad to hear from you 
when anything material offers under cover to him — when I have 
anything material to communicate. I have not yet received the 
Blank Militia Commissions which I expected out. If I do not get 
some before I arrive at Richmond, I will have some printed there 
and transmitted to you. In the meantime you will give Brevetti 
«nd in order that you may carry sufiicient authority over the seve- 
1^1 officers in your Brigade, you may remove any of them and ap^ 
point others in their stead from time to time as you think proper. I 
have sent some linen to be distributed amongst the Miliua of your 
(Gen'l. Sumter's and Pickens,) Brigades as a free gift from the State, 
according to their number and services. I wish it was more worth 
their acceptance ; without dpubt you must want many articles of 
clothing, Sec for your own use; — I therefore request that you will 
lend .me a list per express to Qen'l Greene (with a request to him 
to forward it per express to me) of whatever you wish to have pro- 
cured for yourself, and you may depend on my obtaining it at Phit* 
adelphia ; but don't delay this matter as I perhaps may stay but a 
little time there I hope it will not be necessary for me to remain 
long. I am with great regard, dear sir 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE* 



[No, 52J CO, Watsm (of the BritUh) to Gen'l Marhn. 

Cantbt's Housk, Mareh 9th, 1781. 
Sir: 

It is with less surprise that I find a letter sent by you in all the 
apparent forms of a fiag of truce, attended by an armed party 
who concealed themselves within a certain distance of a place thac 
pointed itself out for the delivery of it, than to see the contents of 
it exhibit a complaint from you against us for violating the law of 
nations. I believe, sir, it would he as difficult for you to name an 
instance of a breach of it in his Majesty's troops, as it would for 
3 
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^f^em to dwpver ope where Ae Um of arms, or uf&om lus hom 
jmp^}y i|Ui^4^ ^ by aoy at yoor part/. Aq eoumeraooB pf 
dtp vaiioiM particalaiji of such practicflB en your aMe» beg^omog 
IRifli fth^ Tory disgraceful coiulttct of CongroM retf ecdiig dio Coo- 
fytolion tniopSy ap4 the inc^safit iobtaoees that from that lime to thii 
^ar h^yo oocurred in the different provinces, would be neediest. 
lAittk it hpWT^yer rig^ to moDtioo one, as I mesiit to inforqa Genft* 
Aomtar of it* A &w daysago, after Oen'I Sumter had taken some 
yrsggaos 09 4$ other sido o[ iJbe S^ptee, and 4he eycoct to thew 
liad laid> down iJieir arms, a party of his horse who said they had 
apt discbai^ged tbi^ ineses came np, fired upon the prisoners and 
killed seveQ of them. A few dpya after we took six of Us peopfe^ 
filnqam htow they were treated. As to reflecting on one praetioe 
pi hanging your followers whom the chance of war puts into our 
kands, I have to answer, that if your followers are composed of 
lonr people (fi>r all people upon parolo to us { call ohis) who base 
kroken tkeir paroles, they must expect to suffer that piiniflkr 
saent (which in opposition to the late cmelties exercised by 
4kofie who say they belong to you) it beoooies seoessaiy 
J9f us to inflict and which the law 4>f nations jiMtifies. Tks 
houses of d^iolate widows hjuvi^ been l$dd waste^-F-eveo bunot 
i>y itbese peoplOi By:, these peopis too, many individuals defence 
less, without arms, and taking side witl' neither contendiqg partgr* 
but residing peacciably ifk their own houses, have been murd«>red. 
Bywh^t Isw ar^ these proceedings justified/ does martial any 
more than civil law countenance such people? If ever they fall 
into our hands, they will meet with the punishment due to 
their crioi^s. When noble enemies. inak« war, such meaai^ pro- 
tected by no side. You say it was agreed that an exchange of 
priimors idK>i|ld.tafceplacoat Geo^e Town, and that Capt Postell 
went with a flag for that purpose, in consequence of that agi^si^ 
4fl^6nt« Bjttt I Qoncei ye it was not agreed that a man oa pf^role to us 
shpilld. bftOPm^ pur eii9Q)y . Qa^u Poflytell was» I understand, t»k$ai 
ft^ Cbarles Toimtq, aiid: admUed tO:t)io counibry on parole^ if so, his 
f||et^?|tipp» witi) sl.i;its oonsequeinces, is justifiable With ret^piect Uf 
your threat of ^etatiiLtion-rrBQ l<^aB you wijl pena^it as by n rf^um 
(9f similar behaviour, wo will msko war wi^ thi^ generosity^ tbs^ 
U.iat^ l^oftst.pf fi.ritpiis istbo <|l»raci;^iJ^tiG of ihmoa^on. Mob 
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like his Majesty's troops, fighting from principle for the good of 
their country, with hearts full of conscious integrity, are fearless of 
any oonsequences. War itself bears with it calamities sufficiernt. 
Take c^e then^ sir, that yon do not, by improper behaviour to ooc 
people who may from its chance of war become your prisonerii 
aiM to its aainral horrors. 

I ami ^^^i yo^ ^ry humble serrant^ 

JOHN WATSON. 



T^ 



^NiK ^.J Col, Ba^m" ta 0^4, Shmnder* (boA af tks BrUisk} 

Cbarlm Tqwk, Bforch 12th, i78L 

I am ikvonred with yours, and have written yoa by tW0 oppcv^ 
tunities, o|ie of which by mistakoi was by sea. As to Posteli yon 
have done perfectly right. I have got his parole which be has broke, 
m$d which renders him wholly uidk to enter into any service, as it 
entitles us to seize him as oui^ prisoner whereve)* we can find him % 
no sancdon whatever cmi defend him agamst a breach of the pa9* 
ole by which his liberty was allowed him, and by trusting to hit 
honour, permitted him to use the means of making his escape if he 
ehose to break it, and take advantage of thoiKe^meaiis. He takes- thft 
chance of falling into our hands and feeling the punishment due to 
his breach of the laws of war. I wished you to send him by land, 
but if inconvenient, you may send him by water in Dorrell's vessel 
or any other fihst sailov, wh^ jbe retams with t^ guard ; but of this 
do as you will, only be so good as not to allow him to have a chance 
of escaping^ I send yeaaiv answer to a letter received from Mari- 
on by a flagg of truce, sent into Col. Watson's post ; and I also seQ4 
y«!U a oopy- of his letter to me. In sending it out be so good aa to 
he careful who you send ;. a noa-eommissiQned ofiicer will be bes^ 
t^ feftT he detains the person sent on account of Posiell, whioh % 
fi^g^ ta mentioato yon in my iMt I am, with regard, siTi, 

YottR most obedient servant^ 

W.BALFQUB, 
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Capt John PotteU's Parole. 

I do hereby acknowledge myself a prisoner of war upon mj 
parole, to his Excellency Sir Henry CKnton ; and that I am there- 
by engaged until I shall be exchanged or otherwise rejea^ed there* 
from, to remain at my plantation in the Parish cf St Marks, in the 
county of Craven in the province of South Carolina. And that I 
shall not in the meantime, do or cause anything to be done prejudi- 
cial to the success of his Majesty's ai ms, or have intercourse or 
hold correspondence with his enemies; and that upon a summons 
from his Excellency, or other person having authority thereto, that 
I will surrender myself to him or them at such time and place as I 
shall hereafter be required. Witness my hand this 19th day of 
May, 1780 — ^Jno. Postell, Lieut. Adjt, Craven county. Wit. 
xiesses-*John Gillon, McRillop, Major Stewart, Commissary pri- 
soners, John Hamilton. A true copy taken from the original in my 
office, this 12th May, 1781. 

LEWIS DbROSSET, Commissary Prisoners. 

[From the parole it appears be was paroled in Charleston, but 
soon after, the British or Tories "stripped him of all his property, 
which was a breach of it on their part, and thus he was released 
from any obligatioa In a letter to Gen. Marion, 14th January, he 
says, ''my honour is all I have left — my family has been reduced 
to beg their bread."]-^ED. 



[No. 54.] CM. W. Balfour to Brig. Gen'l. Mariam. 

Charles Town, March 12th, 1781, 
Sir: 

I have recaved your letter of the 7th instant, respecting the de- 
tention of Capt. John Postell, when charged with aflagg of truce to 
George Town, and complaining of the same as a breach of the law 
of nations. The best answer I can return to which is transmitting 
you his parole, which will clearly evince that the breach of such 
Jaws, as well as those of honour, rests solely with that gentleman, 
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who has acted in a military capacity when engaged by the solemn- 
est ties to remain in a neutral stata I therefore trust when you 
represent this case to your Congress, you accompany it with so es- 
sential a document as the enclosed. I shall certainly make enquiry 
into the ilUtreatment you complain your prisoners at George Town 
receive, and if well founded/ must certainly have it redressed ; but 
from the confirmed character of Capt. Saunders, I must as yet 
doubt the accuracy of your information respecting the hanging of 
three of your men by Lord Rawdon and Col. Watson, as it is a point 
of which I am wholly unacquainted, so 1 can specifically make no 
teply to, but have generally to observe, that if such executions took 
place on good grounds it will require reasons equally cogent to jus- 
laiy a retaliation. My wishes of rendering the situation of prison- 
ers in all respects as little irksome as possible, and mitigating on all 
occasions the honours of war, perfectly coincide with those yott 
express, and therefore this "part of your letter gives me great hopes. 
Mine of the 2d instant will be attended with the very best conse- 
quences, and settle that humane line of conduct which it is the 
duty of all parties to observe. I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

W. BALFOUR. 



{No, 55.] — Colonel Balfour to Colonel Cassels. 

Head Quarters, Charles Town, March 13th, 1781. 
Sir.' 

Enclosed is Sir Henry Clinton's proclamation of the 27th May, 

last, for opening this port, but you will please to observe that, at 

present, the port of George Town can only be opened to and from 

Charles Town — and you are not to allow any vessel to load or dhh 

charge until they have first obtained your permission for that puiv 

pose, and on the arrival of any vessel in your port from this, you are 

to see that she has a pass from the Superintendant's Office here. 

All vessels arriving in your port from any quarter whatever, except 

from this, you are immediately to order the Master to proceed 

here with his vessel and on no account suffer him to discharge with 

you. I am, sir, your most obd't humble serv't, 

W, BALFOUR, 
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Bt,AKBL«ir*», Marek lIHli, 1781. 
Birt 

The yery extfaordinat*y metbodi you took of sending the lettef I 
teeeived from yoa, makes it rather difficult to guess ia wliat way 
yott mean to carry on this war, and tlierefere ifiduees me to take tfa0 
node of addressing you throQgh a neotral person. The beaf«r U 
a little boy of John Witherspoon^s. We ka^e ati oficef and sense 
tten wounded, whom I should be glad to send where they could 
be beller taken care of. I wish therefore to know if they wHl bit 
permitted to pass without interruption from any of your parties W 
Charles Town. I am, sir, your very humble servant* 

JOHN WATSON. 



[No, 57.] Gen* Manom to lAeut^ Obi Watsom^ fm answer to the 

above Letter^) 
Sir: 

Yours of this day's date I receiired. In answer, I wish to carry 
on this war as usual, with all civilized nations. The violation of 
my flag is a good reason tQ believe it may a second rime be done, 
and oblige me to act as I did ; when my flag is released, I will hav# 
faith, and act in the usual way. If Oapt. Postell was a prisoner^ 
k was no reason for the violation <if my flag, especdaHy when it wa0 
sent to exchange prisoners agreed to by Capt Saunders ; but thia 
matter I expect Lord Rawdon will set to rights. The enclosed 
letter gives me reason tu believe it, and you may be assured I will 
not act in any other way, than what I find is done by the Bntiak 
Troops. If you will send me the number .of wounded you wish 
to send to Charles Town, 1 will send you a pass for them. ■■ 

1 am, sir, your obedient servHut. 

FRANCIS MARION. 
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ITib. 58] Ca. WaUm to Gek. MtOim 

r's HouflK, Mitfreh l&A, 1781. 



8^r 

I alnl joist now fkvovrr^ wkl your txsw^t, ttodtak^ the c»trli€0C 
^ponutiity of enclosing yoti tbe mLme of the office, ami thd miti^ 
ber of men i wf^ to send to Chartes Town, consisting^ of* Ottit 
bftcer and six pHvates wounded, with tlfeir attemiants. A« yort 
hkve i^ceived Lord Rawdon^s opinion in a direct line, his LoKlahip 
hekttg alwayfir afs 6feal* ki his expressions «s ht is jtmt in bta aeiM^ 
mems, there remains nothing (or me to explain upoa that subjeei 
Were .we 16 difl^r, it Woold be of fittte consequence, as Lor<t 
Rawdon*6 judgment must direct ray condaet* I am faafrpy how* 
ever, that you, sir, htLVe by this means, ah o^portttYiity of 9^ng 
the perfect Consonance of otir ideas respecting tbe treatment it i§ 
meoLnt to hold toWai^ds your Troops It is not worth AoentroniingV 
beeautfe probaibly sooner or krer we shall be ev^n with them.-^ 
Your peoj^e are daily doitrj^ what is net distonMiry, bur aA you eayy 
y^u wish to carry on war as usual with cMrilieed nations^ we* 
mfifit- Aupposei you ignorant of numberless transabl^ons of the peo^ 
pie under your command, and ^ke it for granted that you netet' 
heard of people whipped by Mayftard and others of your followers : 
of two prisoners* taketi on the 13th January by a party under the 
command of Capt Daniel Conyenr, one of which was whipped 
almost to death, Thomas Wise, a Militia man, and the other John 
Stilwell of Hannori's corps whose horsd threW him ; he got upon 
his legs and was desired to surrender, which he did; he was asked 
for his pistol, he delivered it up iind w«# instantly shot through the 
body with it ; he complained of this behaviour, he was abused and 
ordered to deliver his sword, he did, and was out through the skull 
in five or mx pfieuses with his own sword, hiA when a partf brotight 
him hohie) who Went oat for that purpotoe^ his brains, that is part of 
them, were twb inches issu^ from bis head. Be preserved htsf 
tenses perfect for two d«iys> and told regufaHy the same story, thtstf 
died. Gen. Sumter, after hia lying before the post at Scott's'Lako, 
eent a flag to say, if we would lei him have fou^ nAen^ he Woold 
eitchaiige Ibtir he had takeil at Neison's Ferry for them, thrae of 
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those be sent for were killed, bat we sent bim six otbers, and re- 
quested be would get from you Thomas Wise and another man if 
you bad him, for the other two sent more than be bad men to ex* 
change for ; this the flag took upcm himself to answer for. If 
therefore you thought proper, I should be glad to have that Wis€i 
and another man. Gen. Sumter did ztot send the four men be pro- 
mised to me, but that I presume must have been owing to some 
accidental circumstances previous to bis affair with Major Frazer, 
and as that meeting has prevented his doing it at present. It 
appears to me equitable that you should return us what prisoners 
you have till we have six men for those I delivered to bis flag. 
The men we took from bim» all but one or two who were badly 
wounded, were on their way to Charles Town, but reposing, per* 
fect confidence in you and him, I remanded them, and let them go 
as I before mentioned. I must therefore request of you that num« 
ber. Those two you took the other day you can send to us imme- 
diately, and the others as soon as you can convemeutly. You seem 
to be satisfied the business of George Town will be properly 
settled ; it certainly will, meantime give us no reason to want 
confidence in you, and I assure you, you may place it fully in- us* 
You know the dictates of Lord Rawdon. I shall do my endeavours 
to put tb^ in execution as closely as possible. 

I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

JOHN WATSON. 



\N0. 59.J Cd. WaUtm to GmH. Marum. 

Blakslt's Housb, March 16tb, 1781. 
Biri 

I do not think it necessary to enter fiirther into a detail of your 
conduct, or words to justify our own. Your> mentioning that you 
wished to carry on the war as usual with civilized nations led me 
to mention the circumstances I did. Care is taken to prevent any- 
thing being taken from those who do not bear arms against us, or 
who do not secretly assist our enemies. Whatever other people are 
deprived of we do not call plunder, but property, fairly taken {V*ons 
the enemy, and what cannot be carried away conveniently we de- 
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•troy, if we think proper ; the burning of hoases and iJie property 
of the inhabitants who are our enemy is thought right and is custom- 
ary in all countries, but further than the distress that it occasions to 
their families, the distressing women or children, is so far from be- 
ing either countenanced or connived at by any officers in our servieOy 
that on the contrary, every assistance possible is afforded them. Your 
pass only mentions Nelson^s ferry; I believe Nelson's ferry is im- 
practicable for men in their situations, and therefore should be glad 
you would give it for Murray^s or any other ferry they find they 
can pass with least inconvenience in their way to Charles Tows. 
I will inform Lord Rawdon of your inclination respectiag a gen« 
oral exchange of prisonm. I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

W. WATSON. 



Oen, Marum*s Pass granted Limi, Torumno and 12 Privates. 

Black River, 16th March, 1781. 
One officer and six wounded men with six attendants of the Brit* 
ish Troops, are permitted to pass to Nelson's Ferry, from thence to 
Charles Town unmolested. 

F. MARION, B. G. M. 
Lieut Torianno wounded, 3 soldiers and a negro servant to 
attend the Lieutenant; 6 soldiers wounded, and 2 soldiers as attend^ 
tots to the wounded soldiers. 



* \Nb. 60.] Col. Lee to Col. W. Campbell, 

March 17th, 178L 
I am very happy in informing you that the bravery of your 
Battalion, displayed in the action of the ISth. b particularly noticed 
by the G-eneral It is much to be lamented that a failure took 
place in the line, which lost the day, separated us from the main 
body, and exposed our retreat I hope your nSen are safe, and that 
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dieMatierad iriUtfBia.cDlleel* Be {rfeetedta &yor ne witk • 
mtmtm of yonit 1<M^ a^ to prepare your men for a aeeond bauleb 
I MEi^ mett retpeiotfotty, year obedient tervftnt^ 

HENRY LEE. 



{2«». «L] CM JSo^evr la 6011; JHamew 

Cbarlba TbVif, Mareii 21, 1781v 

I am giiMdy astonished fte find you should haye detained aii of* 
ficer of ours sent out with a fla^g of tl*uce to you, and aeting under 
its sanction. This indeed is an impaction of the laws of nations 
and 6f wbi'i ki yO<i complain in the case of Captain Poslell ; and 
such a one as if not immediately- fedressed, I shall be obliged to 
punish in the most exemplary manner by the severest retaliation* 
If .tathis )[te&^n you eeuldfor a ntoment have dluded to the ease 
of Capt Postell, my letter of the 12th inst. must surely have con- 
vindisd jroii). ho^ truly -dtssifetlap ill every respect they are, but, as 
fiwtifsudh tsottducti musteoneeive sir^ this letter may not haVe reAdh- 
ed yen^ I novtr enclbse t eo{>y for your inlbrmation and convicd^i»« 
Let me observe, as faith had been violated by Captain Postiall, h0 
natiM^Hjr becato^ to ixb sri object for capture and punishment, under 
what ciroamatances he might be met, and to argue from his jUs* 
lifiabie detention, a nght to extend the like to those most unimpeaehr 
ably upright in their conduct, is a confounding of all r^ht vai 
wrong and a violation of all piinciples, under which any intercourse 
can sulysist between powers at war with each other. 

I am, sir, your most obd't and humble servent, 

W. BALFOUR 



Uta 



[JNh, 62.] Oapt, John Saunders to Gen'l Marion. 

OaondB ToirN, March S4^ 178L 

The hiolos^ weto received frbm Lieut. G6l> Balfour, wkh dr* 
i^/f t» forward them- to you* There ia such aii apparalit disstatu^ 
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h^ly in die eft«i» of tit. Metik ferad Mr. Poetelt limt I am eonfu 
i^t Mr. Merrit wHl be ttfifiisdii^ly sent in. I am Kii|yf)y to Ivmf 
by Ml*. Speiieer^ ivho fell into ray hands ye^terday^ that the deteil'» 
&n of Mr. Merrit is occasrbned equally by tbat act as itt lendiftg 
in improper ptftiKfti >A'kh a flngg. I atn, sir, 

Tour ebd't batnble servanf, 

JOHN SAUNDERS, 
Commandifkg George Tewti 



[Nif. 1(3.} S. OUdk td Gov. A. tbidey. 

AMWA^OLia, Match 87lh, 1V81« 
My Dear Sir : 

I have the pleasure to transmit to you a copy of a letter from 
the Marquis La Fayette, dated 25th inst., from William sburgh* 
^ I have received eertath intelligence of a very severe action having 
been fought between the fleet of his most Christian Majesty and the 
British bear Cape Henfy, in Mrhich the British were worsted so 
much as to be obliged to run in two of their seventy-fours. Beifi]^ 
jdined by the Charon of forty feur and Some frigates nf Mr. Ar- 
Aold^i^ fleet, they put to sea again on thi* 23rd, and on the 64th k 
l^ery heavy cannonade was h^ard near Cape AeAry, which \wmS 
fbr some hours." 

So eayi the Marquis. 

Capfaia McLane, who lefl Vork Saturdayi informs me that h« 
tbere sa^ a letter from Colonel OthoH. WilKams to Col. G. Smlth| 
i^herein he gives an aecmittt that on the l5dT inst, Lord Com wallii 
advanced with an itttenlion of surprising General Greene, but failed^ 
dwing to Colonel Lee's falling in with Colonel Tarltoii Who comr^ 
posed Mr. Cornwallis' advance gtiard. Lee, after a short eoliftictf 
obliged Tarlton to Retreat with a great losl to the main body, wherl 
an action e^mmeneed virhich lasted more than an hour. As General 
Greene, owing to the unexpectedness of the aitack and the detach- 
ed situatioh of his troops, could not collect all his force tt> a pelttt^ 
li!e thought it expedient to retire for two miles, where he drew u]^ 
on adtantag^fOtts ground itt expectation MV. Cornwallis would attctcl^ 
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again. Tbe regular troops in action were all fs£ Maryland. They 
took 200 prisoners^ wbick finding it impossible to secare in th^ 
retreat, they bayonetted. Williams says tbe Militia bore the greats 
est beat of tbe action and behaved with unparalleled gallantry. He 
concludes with saying : Tbe action would have been greatly to the 
honour and advantage of tbe American arms, had we not lost four 
pieces of cannon. 

So far says Williams. 

Will it not sir, be a prelude to Lord Cornwallis' total destruction t 
Did not a similar action lead tbe way to Mr. Burgoyne'sl 

Every opportunity, I shall take to give you all the news. The 
fate of tbe last action I will transmit as soon as possible. God bless 
you. E. GILES. 

[£. Giles was A. D. C. to Glen. Greene.] — Ed. 



[No. 64.] Gen, Sumter to Ch». Marion. 

New AcdVisiTioNy 28th March, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

It was exceedingly mortifying to me, after so much pains taken 
to be deprived of a conference with youj a circumstance much to 
be lamented, as both individuals and the publick are consequently 
much injured thereby. Your advice and assistance in framings 
digesting and laying down a proper plan of Operation against the 
enemy in ftiture, might have produced tbe most happy events. 
My unfortunate failing herein and withal finding contrary to my 
expectation, that you bad neither men, or surplus of any kind, and 
the force I bad with me but small and from many causes decrees* 
ing, rendered my retreat at once both necessary and difficult I 
find that the disorders are prevalent in your Brigade, which hava 
for some dme past been practised in tbe frontiers with such avidity 
as to threaten the State with inevitable rum. To obviate which 
evil as far as possible, I have adopted measures truly disagreeable, 
such as can only be justified by our circumstances and the necessity 
of the case. But it is clearly my opinion, unlesfi this or a 
similar method be. immediately carried into effect, that neither the 
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iState or tbe wealth thereof, will be in the power or posnesrion of 
the deserving citizens after a few weeks. The dissoluteness of our 
pretended friends, and the ravages committed by them, are as 
alarming and distressing, as that of having the enemy among us. 
It is therefore necessary immediately to discriminate who are ene- 
mies, and who are real friends ; the former treated as their base- 
ness and perfidy authorize, the latter to be known only by their 
conduct, that is, by bearing arms and doing duty when thereunto 
required by proper authority, and in case of refusal or neglect, both 
person and property to be treated and dealt with accordingly. 
Nothing can be more unwise or impolitic than to suffer all the 
wealth of our country to be so basely and unfairly appropriated, 
for the sole purpose of accumulating our misfortunes, and finally 
completing our ruin, when it is in our power at once to check, if 
not totally prevent the evils and disadvantages resulting therefrom ; 
to which end I propose raising several Regiments of Light Dra- 
goons upon the State establishment, agreeably to the ench»sed sketch 
of a plan for that purpose. I therefore request that you would be 
pleased to cause to be immediately raised in your Brigade two 
Regiments agreeably thereto. I have also to request that you give 
orders and oblige every person with you to join their proper Regi- 
ments or Brigades, and that none of the enemy when taken be 
paroled, or set at liberty, but in cases of extreme necessity — that 
all the property captured or taken from the enemy be securely 
kept for publick purposes, except what is allowed to, and appro- 
priated to, and for the use of the troops in service, agreeably to the 
terms proposed. Nothing can be more essential to promote the 
happiness and secure the peace and tranquility of the people of this 
country, than treating with the utmost severity, all persons, who, 
contrary to orders, and to the total subversion of all authority, take 
upon themselves to form parties to go a plundering, distressing the 
resources of the country necessary for the use and support of an 
army. I recommend that too great a number of servants, idle per- 
sons and led horses may not be suffered to follow the army. Yoa 
will be pleased to let me know what your present strength is, and 
what you judge it may be ten days hence, what your views are, 
what is the situation of the enemy, and what position you think 
will most effectually tend to distress the enemy, by preventing their 
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l^eiDgsapported with beef»catile,.&c.-»wliicl) at Camdeotliey atani 
to great iiee4 q£ At present it is my desire that you should haf^ 
A posiuQi) higher Ucpoft Bhick River, which is very necessary to oo^ 
only prevent the st^ck firom being drove to Camden, but also to 
fiiicilitate my plans and d^signd on the iKest side of the Watorea-rv 
The more speedy your qjovements are» the better they will answeiv 
The enemy ^re u^ing grent pains to raiUe ^ nom.ber of horse^ f 
eirjcurostanoe that should by every pof»sibIe means be prevented* 
If men were to turn out cheerfully, so that large bodies might pass 
trough different parts of the country, it would at thia time very 
fiiateriaily ii^ure the enemy. News from the axmy and north wacj 
I have no doubt you l^ve had* I have just received accounts thai 
Ool. Clark with a pitrty of Georgians and Sotuh Carolitdans fell 14 
with Capt. Dunlap of the Legion near Saviomah fiiver, killed an4 
laade prisoners. the Captain and about 70 more out of 8Q-*sofX|# 
^d that Capt. Dunl^ was recruiting fi>r the I^egion. The Otov* 
er>BOur has probably mentioned something to you respecting S0109 
•tores, they were stored up in Virginia and will be of but very littia 
eonsequenoe when brought forward, as what little there was, baf 
i^en much, pillaged, the dry goods he requested you might have ^ 
p«rt. of, if you choose to take them. I am apprehensive that tb^ 
whole will not be sufficient to. cloathe one Regiment ^he day ]( 
fBoeived your letter, Col. Marshall jpined me with about r-—^meay 
chiefly North Carolinians, chiefly of --*-*- Regiment that left th^ 
Waxftftws w}th him and deserted ifiome daya before. J, doubt yov 
will get but. few out of that Regiment to join you until you ^re 
higher up» after our joining they might perhaps remain, if not toQ 
leniently treated ; they «re an untoward set of people. If CqI^ 
Harden \b sUll with you, I think it advi^le for him to come this 
Wliy* General Pickens has gone to. take command of his Brigade* 
iPqL Harden|may he w,anted upon some particular oocasion. I 
heartily congratulate you upon the happy adv^ntpge gait^ed by 
M»jor 6eY)erail Greene and the 9-rmy under his oofiamaMid, ov^ 
|#prd Cornwallis, neo^r Guilford Court House. 

I. am, 4e^c air, yoiu: mo3t: obedienjt humble serFiuifi, 

TflOS, SUMTER. 
JS, B. I shall be happy ta hear frecfueptly «nd fully fro^ yoq.-^ 
}:s)^a].L tfiake K>me laov^pieiits ip 9kom six 4ay«, J yfjn^ ia«a 
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nock pam as lianHy to know my own meanings or read wkat I 
^xitOk 



^••^^■•■< 



{No. 65.J Ccl. WaUam to Oa^. Smitdm. 

Choyim's Hovbe, Marok, 17Si. 

I shall be tkis afieroooa witk tk^ corps under my i^omauaid at 
George Town, or very near it, and will be oblidged to yoju to have 
aome foi»ge ready for us, rum, salt and flour, if you have it, we 
abalL want to tak^ with ua If there are are any mens' shoes to be 
purchased iattfWB, we shall be glad to get them. You vrill be 
{leased to haye some chests c^ musket carnages roady ftir us. 
Tkeeffioers would be extremely obliged if you could send them an 
laCeUigBnt man. who would inform diem of the proper people to 
«and to^ to. get tliose Iktie sapplies all troops musl want who harve 
fceen in the field for three months, such as wine, &c., &e. I have 
ike honor to be, ^j \ 

Your very humble servant, 

JNO. W. WATSON. 

A negro of Mr. Chovin's was sent with this letter, who was puiw 
sued and killed by one of Marion^s soouts. 



{JKh 66.] CoL Richard Hampton to Maj. John Hampton. 

2d April, 1781. 
Dear Brother : 

{"or newn I give you the feHowtng, viz : Bro. Wade has jdned 
Gkn'L Sumter, and has left all his property in the possession of the 
British and Tories;' he npw fights them hard. Bro* Henry is rai- 
sing 1^ regular Regiment of Light Horse, as also Col. Middletoo^ 
Hawthorn UlL 1 have aecepced the Majority in Middleton'i 
Regiment Bro. Wade 1 believe will also raise a regiment It 
will not be amiss to menficm the terms on which they are to be rat- 
H^j (^idtbeJPIHiJlPr^fihSegimentiato Qoi^ Thfttroopsare 
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to enlist for ten months, each Regiment to have one Lieut Colonel, 
one Major, five Sergeants, ten Lieutenants ; each company two 
Serg'ts, twenty-five privates — the pay to be as follows : 

Each Colonel to receive three grown negroes and one small negro; 

Major to receive three grown negroes ; 

Captain, two grown negroes ; 

Lieutenants, one large and one small negro ; 

The Staff, one large and one small negro ; 

The Sergeants, one and a quarter* negro ; 

Each private, one g^own negro ; 
And to be furnished with one coat, two waistcoats, two pair over- 
alls, two shirts, two pair stockings, one pair shoes and spurs; one 
horseman's cap, one blanket, (and one half bushel salt, to those 
who have families ;)with two-thirds of all articles captured from the 
enemy except negroes and military stores ; and salvage allowed them 
for all the articles belonging to our friends which we may capture 
from the enemy, and to be equipped with a sword, pistols, horse, 
saddle and bridle, &c Should you meet with any young men 
who are willing to turn into this kind of service, you may assure 
them that the terms will be strictly complyed with, and the Gene- 
ral directs that any who may think proper to come out with the wag- 
gons in order to join the said service, are to be served with provi- 
sions for themselves and horses. 

Bro. Wade has brought one of your negro felloWs with him, (Ja- 
cob). We are all in high spirits. 

I am, dear brother, yours sincerely, 

R. HAMPTON. 



[No. 67.] Oen% Greene to Oen'l Marion. 

Camp Debp River, April 4th, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

This will be handed you by Capt. Conyers, who will inform yoi| 

what we have contemplated. He is sent forward to collect provi? 

sions for the subsistance of the army, and I beg you will assist him 

in this necessary business. The army will march lo*morrow, and 

I hope you will be prepared to support its operations with a consider^ 

* Under 10 years or over 40 was a half negro, a ftill negro being Talned at 
$400. 
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able force. General Sumter is written to, and I donbt not w31 bto 
prepared to co-operate with us. The Captain can give ^ou a full 
History of Lord Cornwallis' manoeuvres in this State, and of the 
several skirmishes as well as the battle of Guilford, which terminated 
in a retreat of the enemVt and his lordship was obliged in turn to 
run lustily. I am, sir, 

Vour most obd't humble servant, * 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No, 68.J Gen. Sumter to Gen, Marion. 

Camp at Fare's, Feb. 28th, 178L 
Dear Sir: ' , 

I have received your favor of the 26th inst, and am extremely 
glad to hear you are so far advanced this way. I passed the river 
lasC night at Mrs. Flud's, have been at CoL Watson^s station, and 
find that he has collected his whole force at that place. I think it 
advisable that we should form a Junction, or at least approach so 
near each other as to co-operate u|)on the shortest notice. Nothing 
can at this time bo more essentially necessary to the interest of this 
country, than to form a well regulated army in the interior part 
of this State, white the enemy's principal force is so far removed. 
I hope it will not interfere vviih any plan that you might have laid 
to come this way. From the idea I have of the stiUe u^ things in 
this quarter, I think it expedient for you to proceed to this place. 
I shall wait impatiently for the happiness of an interview with you. 
I have, dear sir, the honour to be 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 
This letter should have followed No. 42. 



[No. 69.] Col. Harden to Gen^l. Marion. 

Camp near Godfrey savannah, April 7th, 1781. 
Dear General: 

Yours of the 21st of last month came safe, and I am very glad to 
4 
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hear our affairs are in so prosperous a way. I have not been able 
to <]o much since I wrote you. I have stopt three schooners, one 
of which was loaded with rice, that I had unloaded and stored; 
the other two I scuttled. I also stopt a sloop^ got four cans salt 
that were coming to Blake's plantations; I ordered that not to be 
touched till I could hear from you. Col. Ballingall came up with 
one hundred regulars and sixty horse to Fon Pon a few days ago, 
and said he would run me off*. However I sent a small party to 
see how he was situated, as I purposed to surprise him that night ; 
my party went in and brought off two British prisoners within three 
hundred yards of his main body, and that evening he made a pre- 
cipitate retreat to Parkers Ferry, and the next day to Dorchester, 
and yesterday I heard he was moving to town. I send a party down 
to see. I have been able to keep from Purisburg to Pon Pon cleart 
that two or three men may ride in safety, and would have gone 
tower down, bat was in hopes you would have been over the river 
and been in their rear, when we might have been sure of them. I 
shall remain hereabout till I can hear from you, as I have not been 
able to take orders from Gen'l. Pickens, as he is at Ninety-six. The 
Jay before I received your letter, I received a letter from Col. Wil- 
liamson to form a junction with him, and sent up to hirja as I men- 
tioned to you. I heard last night, that Augusta and the fort at Gal- 
phin*8, and one other fort composed of militia, were all besieged ; 
that we had about six hundred men, and those in the fort were de- 
serting daily, and expect every hour to hear from that quarter of 
the surrender of one or all of them. You will receive a letter from 
-CoL Hayne with the commission. You will hear his reasons for 
not accepting it. This gentleman has kept many from joining me 
on his staying on too much formality. I have given the command 
of the Regiment to Major Ladson, who turned out the day I cross- 
jpd the river, without hesitation. I hope you will not take it amiss, 

as Col. S wont be seen, and the Lieut Col. Saunders is to the 

northward, Ladson to act as his Major on his old commission. 1 
find the leading men very backward, which keep many thus, so 
hope you will send me oi* some other oiHcer some proclamations or 
orders what to be done on this occasion. They all say they wait 
for your army to come this way, then they will all turn out, but I 
find too many of theip are waiting for commissions — they can^ttum 
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oat without. I shall give you a particular account of them when I 
see you. I beg to hear from you immediately, when you may be 
assured your orders shall be punctually obeyed. With compliments 
to all the officers in your camp, you will please accept the same 
from Your most obd't. humble servant, 

WM. HARDEN. 



[This letter and Nos. 81 and 82 are from "Lt^s Campaign in 
1781.J 

[iVb. 70.J Qen. Greene to Col. H. Lee, 

Head Quarters, at the mouth op Rockt River, 

April 10th, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter without date or place wrote at, was handed me this 
morning. We got here night before last, and should have been on 
our march to-day for Camden, had we not been delayed for want of 
boats to cross the river. 

General Sumter will have 1000 men to join us by the 20th, but 
he is going to take a position between Camden and Ninety Six, 
about thirty miles from the former. If you go over Santee you 
will fall in with him. We shall march directly for Camden, and 
avail ourselves of circumstances. If the detachment you mention 
low down Pee Dee, is on the march for Wilmington to join Corn- 
wallis, it is almost certain that he has no idea of our scheme. AH 
things promise well as yet. Inform yourself if possible whether any 
reinforcements have arrived at Charleston. Col. Morris has arrived 
from Virginia, and says, a report prevails there that two Hessian 
Regiments had arrived from Europe. I don't believe it, but it may 
befio. 

Go on and prosper, and let me hear from you as often as possi- 
ble ; and if you hear that Lord Cornwallis is on the march for 
Camden you must join the army immediately, that we may beat 
him before he gets us, by a. junction with other force joining him. 
The l%ht horse, .in Virginia, shall have fresh orders to march for 
North Carolina. Yours sincerely, 

N. GREENE. 



DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 



[No. 71.] GenV. MotUtrie to Gad. Marim. 

Charles Town, April 16th, 1781. 
Sir.- 

I liavQ this day received information from Lieut. Col. Balfour in 
Charles Tortn, that your troops have been guilty of many crueftiea 
upon the people in the country, particularly in the murijera of Mr. 
Johnlnglis, Capl. Clark, and John Fra^ee (Mr. Maxwell's over- 
Beer). As I know you are well acquainted with the customs of 
war, and that your disposition will 
especially as it cannot answer any good purpoa 
request the favour, you will give such orders aa will pre 
animosities from taking revenge at this lime by s 
inly serie to disgrace the gene 



ich cruellies, 



wairaotablfl 
ind the brave. 



I dare say the people that have been guilty of these outrage 
be called to a proper accaunC. I am, sir, 

Your most obd't bumble servant, 

WM. MOULTRIE, Brig. Genl. 



\No. 72.] Col. Kolb to Captain Snipes. 

Sir: 

I am informed you are talcing all the young men that I have or- 
dered to join Gen'l. Malion, wiih you to the southward. I must 
BOW beg leave to inform you of Gen'l. Marion's orders against such 
proceedings, which I hive just received, forbidding any persoM 
leaving his Brigade without Lis letve. I am, air, 

Your most obd'L humble servant, 

A. KOLB. 



[No. 73.] Capt. Snipes antwer to the ahovc. 

April 16th, 1781. 
Sir : 
I received yours, and this will inform you that I have insCructioni 
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from Gcn'l. Sumter, who commands General Marion, to raise men 
where I can, and as to Gen'l. Marion's orders, in this case it avails 
nothing. I am, sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

WM. CLAY SNIPES. 



[No. 74.J Gtn, Greene to Gen, Marion, 

Head Quarters, Widow Shoemaker's, ) 

April 17th, 1781. ) 

Dear Sir : 

We are on our marcb for Camden, and shall be there next day 

after to-morrow. I am greatly in the dark respecting the enemy's 

strength and situation in South Carolina, and also of Lord Corn- 

wallis's motions. This last circumstance is of the highest impor* 

tance to the safety of our army, and I beg you to communicate to 

me all the intelligence you can obtain, and take measures to get all 

you can. Lieut. Col Lee is gone towards the Santee ; intelligence 

to him is equally as necessary as to me*; you will please therefore 

to send him information accordingly. Don't spare either time or 

pains to get the earliest information, and to forward it as soon as 

possible. Your present force and situation, I should be glad to 

have a particular account of Please give me an official account of 

Col. Horry's attack upon a party of Watson's detachment. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 75.J Col, Harden to Gen. Marion. 

Camp on Saltketcher, April 18th, 1781. 
Dear General: 

This will be handed to you by Mr. Cannon, who will acquaint 
you of many particulars, which I can't mention at this present.-^ 
On Saturday, on the Four Holes, I came to a rausterfield, where I 
took a Captain and 25 men, and paroled them, and on Sunday night 
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got vitbiit six milea of Captain Bartui, ajid bis raeo to ga&td bim. I 
ttcUefaed Major Cooper and fifteen men who surrounded hi* hotiM 
and ordered bim to surrender, but he refused ; a smart fire com- 
menced and Major Cooper soon gol the bettpr, wounding' Barlon, 
wlio is since dead, and one other, killed three and took two 
priaonerB, The Major got elightly wounded and one of Hs 
men, and lost a fine youth, Stewart, who rushed up and was shot 
dead. I then heard Col. Fenwick and hJB corps of Horse Dragoons 
was at Pocotaligo, 35 in number, I proceeded on my march (o sur- 
prise them, hut the Colonel hud heard I was coming, and he at- 
tempted the like on me. Our advance party met and hailed, when 
I ordered my men to turn out in the woods, hut unluckily, went too 
far from the road. I fired a few shots when they retreated; 1 
rushed out, but they charged and my men gave way; I had one 
man taken, and two wounilcd, we shot one of Ms men dead, and 
woundi;d seven ; next morning took two of his Dragoons and retreat- 
ed back about ten miles, and stayed two days, when 1 marched oti 
again and got within sight of Fort Ball'our, at Pooolaligo, at 12 
o'clock in the day. I placed my men and sent teii of the Lest 
horsea to draw them out, but luckily, ColonelsFenwlck and Letct- 
mere were at Vanbiber'a afid were taken, with seven of tlie Dra- 
goons, and brought to me, ihe re.-t of them were in the fort, 1 then 
sent Captain Harden with a flag to demand a surrender of the fort 
and iho men in it ; they sent for answer they would not give it upj 
I sent the second time, and told them that if I was obliged 1o storm 
it, that I would give no ijuarter. Col. Kelaell then desired half an 
hour to consider, I gave him twenty minutes) they then agreed to 
give up the fort on terms which I granted, and in two hours the 
fort with one Militia Colonel, one Major, three Captains, three 
Lieutenants, and sixty privates of Col, Fenwiek's, one Lieutenant 
and 22 dragoons and their horses gave up to me, and they marched 
ont and piled their arms without the abbatis, and I marched in 
and took possession of it, and that night and the next day liad it 
destroyed, as I had intelligence of a party coming from Town 
■which did the day after. Col. Ballingall with one hundred of the 
Seventy -first, thirty Highlanders mounted, and about forty militia 
mounted came, but I could not give them battle, as I had sent a party 
^ the Savannah River withCaptain Barton and McKoy in pursuit of 
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seven boats goiog to Augusta, and they have not yet returned ; but 
hope they will join me to-morrow at farthest The ei|iemy left Po* 
cotaligo and is now lying at Blake's Plantation, I imagine for soom 
of the Tories to join them; however, I hope but few will join, m 
I have been about them, and they all took the swamp. I am 
obliged to haul off southwardly to collect all the men I can in those 
parts, and am in hopes the most of the men near the Okaties will 
join me. The men about Pon Pon are the backwardest though ; 
when I first went there, I learned they were all to be in arms, only 
waiting till they could send a man to you for Commissions, when 
they were to turn out. I beg you will send some immediately with 
your orders, it seems they wait for Col. Hayne's, and he says he 
can't without a Commission* and is sure, if he turns out, that at least 
two hundred will join him, if so, I am very sure that this part of the 
country may be held. I beg to hear from you as soon as possible, 
and in the mean time, you may be assured I will do every thing in 
my power. I would be glad if you would send a party over the 
River again, as I am told, they want to bend all their foice to 
run me off, and a Command there will stop them. I have not had 
time to go to the River to see about the powder, and there was but 
little in the fort; however, if McKoy takes those boats, I can 
supply you with a good deal. I have not heard from Gen. Pickens 
as yet, but expect to hear by McKoy when I will send to him. I 
have no more to add at present, but my best, and all the ofScers' 
compliments to all ihe officers and acquaintances, and you will 
please to accept the same from, dear sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

WM. HARDEN, ColoneL 



[No. 76.] Col. Kolb to General Marion, 

April 18th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Through much difficulty, I have sent you Captain John Wilds 
with a few men, though not the number you expect. Something 
I expressed a few days ago that I should not be able to send you a 
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single man; as soon as the men were ordered to join you, Snipes 
and some officers whom he had appointed out of this Regiment, 
endeavored to prevent their joining you, by felling them some fine 
stories, and speaking rather disrespectfully of you as I have been 
informed, to prevent their joining you. As soon as I received your 
last orders, I immediately informed Lieut. Lyons, who I had or- 
dered to join you with the young men that were to have been con- 
tinued with you, of your orders, informing him that I thought the 
young men that were ready in turning out with him to join Gen. 
Sumter, would receive the same advantage by joining you, but this 
did not avail anything. When I found this to be the case, I wrote 
him again, also wrote Captain Snipes, a copy of which I have in- 
closed you ; also Snipes' answer. I saw Lyons yesterday myself, 
I asked him about the men that he had raised, he said he had sent 
them to Gen. Sumter and that he wouhJ send every other man of 
the Regiment that he could recruit to him, notwithstanding they 
were ordered other ways. He damned himself if he would serve 
under any officer but whom he pleased ; that he disregarded any 
orders that might be issued to the contrary. As soon as I received 
your orders, I ordered my Captains to have half of their men in 
readiness to join you, by a certain time; (just as they were ready to 
march, the said Lyons immediately suppressed several of their 
horses, and sent them immediately oiF, which prevents many of them 
coming to you, the scarcity of horses at this time and place, pre- 
vents their being replaced. I should be glad to know what method 
you would have me to take with such persons. 1 shall endeavour 
to send some few men on to you as soon as horses can be had, as 
we are obliged to stop plows to get horses at this time to do 
patrol duty. We have no news at this .time, only of a party of 
Tories, who have been in Capt. Murphy's Company, commanded 
by a Captain John Brockinton. 

I am, dear sir, your most humble servant, 

ABEL KOLB. 
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[No, 77.J Gcn*l, Marion to GeiCl. Greene, 

Fort Watson, Scots Lake, April 23d, 1781. 
Sir: 

Lieut. Col. Lee made a junction with me at Santee tlie 14th 
inst, after a rapid march from Ramsay's Mill, on Deep River, "which 
he performed in eight days ; the 15th we marched to this place and 
invested it. Our hope was to cut off their water ; some riflemen 
and continentals immediately took post hetween the fort and the 
lake. The fort is situated on a small hill forty feet high, stockaded, 
and with three rows of abbatis around it ; no trees near enough to 
cover our men from their fire. The third day after we had invest- 
ed it, we found the enemy had sunk a well near the stockade which 
we could not prevent them from, as we had no entrenching tools to 
make our approach, we immediately determined to raise a work 
equal to the height of the fort This arduous work was completed 
this morning by Major May ham, who undertook it. We then made 
a lodgement on the side of the mount near the stockade ; this was 
performed with great spirit and address by Ens'n. Johnson and 
Mr. Lee, a volunteer in Col. Lee*s legion, who with difficulty as- 
scended the hill, and pulled away the abbatis which induced the 
commandant to hoist a flagg, and Lieut. Col. Lee and myself agreed 
to the enclosed capitulation, which I hope niay be approved of by 
you ; our loss on this occasion, two killed, and three continentals 
and three mililia wounded. I am particularly indebted to Lieut 
Col. Lee for his advice and indefatigable diligence in every part of 
this tedious operation, against as strong a little post as could well be 
made on the most advantageous spot that could be wished for. The 
officers and men of the Legion and Militia performed every thing that 
could be expected, and Major Mayham of my Brigade had in a 
particular manner a great share of this success, by his unwearied 
diligence in erecting a tower, which principally occasioned the 
reduction of the fort. In short, sir, I have had the greatest satis- 
faction from every one under my command. Enclosed is the list 
of the prisoners and stores taken, and shall without loss of time 
proceed to demolish the fort, after which, shall march to the High 
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Klls at Capt Richardson's plantatioii, wbere I will wait yonr 
farther orders, aod am with great esteem sir. 

Your obedient senrant, 

F. MARION. 



Artidesof Capit^datum proposed hy lAemt. McKay ^ ComnuMndaaU 

at Fort WatMm. 

Awr, I. The oflScers to be allowed their parole ; to wear their 
swords ; and shall have their private baggage secured to them. 

Granted. 

Art, IL The British officers shall be permitted to march to 
Charles Town, where they shall remain, without entering into any 
acd ve service, till they shall have been exchanged ; till which time 
they shall be bonnd to surrender themselves, whenever called upoa 
by the commander-in-chief of the American Southern army. 

Granted. 

Art. III. The irregulars shall be treated as prisoners of war. 

Granted. 

Art. IV. All public stores shall be surrendered to the quarter 
master general of the Legion, and the fort to Captain Oldham, who 
shall take possession this evening, with a detachment of the Mary- 
land division. 

I agree to this capitulation, such as it is at present, in considera- 
tion of the bravery with which the fort was defended. 

PATRICK KARNS, 
Captain of Foot belonging to the Legion. 

JAS. McKAY, Lieut 

AprU 23, 1781. 



[No, 78.] Gen. Greene to Gen, Marion. 

Camp before Camden, April 24th, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

Your favour of the 21st has just come to hand. When I con- 
sider how much you have done and suffered, and under what dis- 
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advantages you have maintained yonr gronnd, I am at a loss whicli 
to admire most, yoar courage and fortitude, or your address and 
management. Certain it is no man has a better claim to the public 
tbanks, or is more generally admired than you are. History affords 
no instance wherein an officer has kept possession of a country 
under so many disadvantages as you have; surrounded on everj 
aide with a superior force; hunted from every quarter with veteran 
troops, you have found means to elude all their attempts^ and to 
keep alive the expiring hopee of an oppressed Militia, when all 
succour seemed to be cut oiF. To fight the enemy bravely with a 
prospect of victory is nothing ; but to fight with intrepidity undet 
the constant impression of a defeat, and inspire irregular troops to 
do it, is a talent peculiar to yourself. Nothing will give me greater 
pleasure, than to do justice to your merit, and I shall miss no oppor- 
tunity of declaring to Congress, the Commander*in-chief of the 
American Army, and to the world in general, the great sense I have 
of your merit and services. I thank you for the measures you 
have taken to furnish us with provisions, and for the intelligence 
you communicate. A field piece is coming to your assistance, 
which I hope will enable you and Col. Lee to get possession of the 
fort. With the Artillery you will receive 100 lbs. powder and 
400 lbs. lead. I wish my present stock would enable me to send 
you a larger supply, but it will not, having sent you near half we 
have. I have reason to believe the enemy have evacuated their 
post upon the Congarees ; and if there is no object very important 
on the other side of the River, it is my wish you should move upon 
this, in order to enable us to invest Camden to more advantage, the 
garrison of which, I have good reason to believe is short of provi- 
sions. I have this moment got intelligence, that Lord Cornwallis 
crossed the Cape Fear River last week, in order to begin his march 
towards this State. I beg you to take measures to discover his 
route and approach. Col. Horry's attack upon a party of Wat- 
son's, does him great honour. With the highest respect and es- 
teem, I am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 
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[No, 79.] Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion. 

Head Quarters, before Camden, 
April 26th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters, dated 
23rd and 25th instant. I congratulate you on your success against 
Fort Watson. The articles of capitulation 1 highly approve of, 
and feel myself particularly indebted to you and all the officers and 
men under you, for their spirit, perseverance and good conduct 
upon the occasion. The enemy advanced upon us yesterday and 
gave us battle. The conflict was short, and seemed once to prom- 
ise UP advantage, but we were obliged to retire and give up the field, 
though with no material loss. We are now within five miles of 
Camden, and shall closely invest it in a day or two again. That 
we may be enabled to operate with more certainty against this post, 
I should be glad you would move up immediately to our assistance 
and take post on the north side of the Town. I have detached a 
field piece to your assistance, with an escort of a few Continental 
troops under the command of Major Eaton. I should be glad 
you would send them a guide and conduct them to your army. 

I am, with great esteem and respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 80.] Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion. 

< 

Camp at Ruoblet's, April 28th, 1781. 
Capt. Snipes has just arrived in Camp and says that reports 
were below, that we were routed and totally dispersed. You will 
take measures to have the above contradicted, and the people pro- 
perly informed. By mistake we got a slight repulse, the injury is 
not great. The enemy suiFered much more than we did. What 
has happened will make no alteration in our plan of operations, and 
therefore I wish you to pursue the same plan as you had in con- 
templation before. In my last I desired you to move up within 7 
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miles of Camden ; but Capt. Conyers thinks that witb 50 men 
below, at the distance of 15 or 20 miles, all the supplies can be as 
effectually cut oif as if you were at a less distance, and that if you 
cross the Sauteeyou can take all the posts upon the Congaree, and 
those posts that lie between Camden and the River. I have there- 
fore sent Capt. Conyers to conduct the Artillery to you, which I 
was informed this morning by Express, was on its return, Major 
Eaton having heard of the reduction of the fort You will cross 
the River Santee, or detach Lieut. Col. Lee and direct your force 
as information and circumstances may direct, either towards George 
Town or elsewhere, as shall appear nece;?sary, keeping me con- 
.stantly advised of your .situation, and leaving a guard of about 60 
men at, or about the High Hills of Santee, to prevent supplies from 
going to Camden. Get all the good Dragoon Horses you can to 
mount our Cavalry ; those for Col. Washington's Corps, Capt 
Conyers will take care of. This is a great object, and I beg you 
to pay particular attention to it. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 81.] General Greene to Col. H, Lee. 

Supposed to have been written the \ 

28th of April, 1781. \ 

Dear Sir : 

I have just received your letter of 19th, two of the 23d, and two 
of the 27th. I note all the contents. You know best your own 
situation, and your own wishes, but you are not well informed of 
mine. I have run every hazard to promote your plan of operations, 
as well as to oblige you, as from a persuasion the public service 
would be benefitted by it. 

On the 25th the enemy sallied. It was what we wished for, and 
had taken a position about a mile from the town for the purpose, 
on a very advantageous piece of ground. The enemy were dis- 
covered by a fire upon our piquets. The line was formed in a few 
minutes, ready for their reception, The Light Infantry lay in our 
front, and a heavy fire soon commenced. I ordered the second 
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Maryland Regiment to flank 'die enemy, and tbe first to advance 
«nd charge them in front. The two Virginia Regiments had orders 
to do the same, and Col. Washington to gain the enemy's flank and 
rear. Oar artillery from the advantage of position was doing great 
execution. In this situation the action ^rew warm, and our troops 
advanced ; but from some unfortunate mistake of the true state of 
things the flrst Maryland Regiment being a little disordered, had or- 
ders to retire a few rods. This threw them into disorder. The 
second Marlyand Regiment seeing them fall back soon got into dis- 
4order also ; and the whc^e retired ofl* the ground. This encour- 
aged the enemy, who before were retinng, and they pushed on and 
gained the top of the hill ; and the Artillery was obliged to retreat. 
Col. Haws's Regiment was then advancing in tolerable order, within 
forty yards of the enemy, and they in confusion in front, but from 
die enemy having gained their flank, by the retreat of the Mary- 
landers, I was obliged to order them to retreat also, to save them 
from being cut to pieces. I was with this Regiment myself, and 
they suflercd nfiore than all the rest. Col. Campbell's Regiment got 
disordered about the same time the Maryland troops did, but by his 
exertions, and Captain Pierce's, my aid, they were soon rallied, and 
the whole of the troops rallied at diflerent times, but not in such 
order, or with such spirit, as to recover the misfortunes of the day. 
We retired about two and a half miles and halted without loss of 
artillery, waggons or stores of any kind, -except a few of the sol- 
diers' knapsacks and blankets. Col. Washington never shone upon 
any occasion more than this. He got into the enemy's rear and 
took upwards of 200 prisoners, whom he found retreating, and in 
l^e course of the day made several charges, and cut to pieces th&r 
Dragoons. He was obliged to quit the greater part of his pri- 
soners, though he saved upward of — and made good his 
retreat out of the enemy's rear. We had about 150 men killsd 
and wounded, and the enemy a greater number. Among the wound- 
ed is Col. Ford, in the arm. A considerable number of stragglers 
tiave not yet come in, but we have heard of them. In this situation 
things are. You will undeceive the people respecting tbe conse- 
quences -of the action, wbich at the commencement of it I was al- 
most certain would prove the enemy's ruin, as well from the supe- 
riority of our force as the advantages of the ground. I have sent 
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Captain Conyers to conduct the field piece to you, if you and Gen- 
«ral Marion think it will be useful. Gen. Marion and you will cross 
the river together, or act separately as occasion and intelligence may 
dictate as necessary, but dont run great risques. I congratulate 
yofu on your late success, and wish you fresh laurels. 

Yours, affect'y. 

N. GREENE. 
P. S. Col. Williams was very active and greatly exposed, but 
all would not do, the day was lost 



[No. 82.J Gen. Greene to Col. H, Lee, 

Supposed to have been written the 

29th of April, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Your letter of the 28th has just been received. You wrote as 
if I had an army of fifty thousand men. Surely you cannot be 
tinacquainted with our real situation. I have run every risque to fa- 
vour your operations, more perhaps than I ought; clearly so, if I had 
not my own reputation less at heart than the public service in gen- 
eral, and the glory of my friends in particular. I wrote you an ac- 
count of the affair of the 25th last evening, and sent Captain Con- 
yers to conduct the field piece to you and Gren. Marion. The event 
of the day was contrary to my expectations. "Whether it was ow- 
ing to an order of Col. Gunby's, or the misconduct of the Mary- 
land troops, is now a matter of inquiry. I took the position on 
purpose to draw the enemy out, after being fully satisfied that the 
town could not be stormed, the works being too strong and the 
garrison too large to hope for success. I never had an idea of the 
kind unless I found the place very weak. There were not wan- 
ting mad caps enough to urge it. Had we defeated the enemy not 
a man of the party would have got back into town. The sally was 
what every body -wished for, but the event was unfortunate. The 
loss on either side is not greatly different one from the other. I 
^nk the enemy's must have been the greatest. The disgrace is 
more vexatious than anything else, though the disappointment in 
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its consequeneeSy is a capital misfortune. Camden must bave fallmi 
had we succeeded. I am as strongly impressed with the necessity 
of pushing our operations on the west side of Santee as you can 
be, but the means are wanting. We want reinforcements. You 
want detachments ; and if you and General Marion separate you 
will be both exposed; and I am afraid our little repulse the other 
day will give fresh hope to the enemy, and damp the spirits of our 
friends ; however, the best way to counteract that, is to act vigor- 
ously. In my letter to Gen. Manon last evening, I desired him, 
either to detach you, or cross the Santee with you, as he might 
think advisable, from the information he had of the enemy's posts, 
numbers, and situation. I beg you nnt to think of running great 
hazards, our situation will not warrant it. IC we cannot accom- 
pHsh great thtogs, we must content ourselves in having avoided a 
misfortune. Gen. Sumter has got but few men; he has taken the 
field and is pushing after li'tle parties of tones towards Ninety Six. 
Major Hyrne is gone to him, if possible to get him to join us, but 
this I know he wiP avoid if he can with decency, for the same rea- 
son that you wish to act separately from the army. Should he join 
us, we shall go on with our blockade with security. I cannot agree 
•with you that the farther south we go the better. The posts upon 
* the Santee and Congaree should be our great object. I am still 
afraid whether the Earl will quit his footing in North Carolina to 
come to the aid of his posts here. Mr. Carrington, one of your of- 
ficers, is here with a party of horse and foot, but the most of them 
are without arms. They should come on to you, but they are so 
defenceless that I am afraid to send them. Can you not furnish 
them with arms ? It is out of our power to do it Once more let 
me warn you to be cautious. 

Yours, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 83 ] Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion. 

Camp Congaree, April 30th, 1781. 
Sir: 

I have received yours of the 18th inst. wherein you observe that 

you wrote me on the 6th, which letter is not lost, as you allege. 
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You gave your opinion in ihat, it is true, with respect to raising 
troops upon the State establishment, which opinion it appears you 
have resumed, not from the ill policy of the measure, but because 
Major Snipes might have disobliged you. Whether he gave a 
cause of umbrage. I know not, he was acting by no particular 
direction of me. If he has transgressed, he is amenable, and may, 
as an ofHcer, be punished with great propriety, notwithstanding 
there is neither executive or legislative body in the State; yet I 
think their powers exist, and whoever denies it is dilating the al- 
most mortal wound our laws have received, and directly admits 
what Major Snipes may have done to be just, or that what he 
prevented another from doing was unjust I revere the citizen 
who is tenacious of ihe laws of his country. I lament their being 
80 much abused. If I have done it, I think myself accountable 
and shall no doubt be called upon by the gentleman to whom yoa 
^ay you shall represent the matter, and if he is unacquuiiited with 
my motives and the step I have taken, should be happy to liave 
his opinion upon that head. To hi.^ judgment and authority, I 
pay the greatest respect; but I have not a doubt but he and ^11 
impartial men, will applaud an undertaking which promised so 
much good to the United States, and this in particular ; especially 
as it was the last and only measure that could be adopted for its 
security, or possession of, even the last part of it. As to the powers 
by which I act, they oight not to be called in question by any man, 
until gentlemen whom it might concern, had used proper means to 
obtain information. I am sorry the party you allude to is noi likely 
to be taken. Gen Greene wrote me a few days ago, thai Col Leo 
had madi' his appearance very near, so that he could take it in a few 
minutes with a piece of Artillery which he had sent him. Since 
which, I hear it is taken. 

I ana sir, your most humble servant, 

THOS. SUxMTER. 
P. S. Permit the bearer to pass the guards 

NATH. GREENE, 
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[No, 84 ] Gen, Greene to Gen, Marion. 

Gamp near Ruoelet's Mill, May 1st, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

Yours of the 30th came in last evening. Keep a good look out 
for Tarllon, I think it is probable he is on the George Town route, 
but it is possible he may be on the upper route, as I hear of a 
guard being lately surprised near the Cheraws. Gen. Sumter is 
on the Congarees, with a considerable force and daily increasing. 
Please to communicate with him, and if necessary for any capital 
purpose, form a junction of your force. I hope the Arii/lery is 
with you before this, and you will employ it in any manner that 
you think will most effectually promote the service. Should Tarl- 
ton get into Camden, Lieut. Col. Lee with his force must join us 
immediately. Major McArthur is on his way to Camden, and I 
fear has passed Sumter. If all those detachments which are di- 
recting their course towards Camden get in, the enemy will be 
ilrongthen. The Marquis De Lafayette with a large detachment 
from the Northern army and the Pennsylvania Line are both on 
the march to join the southward army. We shall soon be in force 
to drive the enemy out of the upper country. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No, 86.J Gen, Greene to Gen, Marian, 

Camp at 25 mile Creek, May 6th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I wrote you day before yesterday that Lord Cornwallis was in 
motion and that it was uncertain which way he meant to operate, 
but in any case, it was necessary for us to collect our force, for 
which purpose I had given Lieut Col. Lee orders to join the main 
army immediately with the several detachments and the field-piece. 
I am not determined yet what line of conduct to pursue, supposing 
Lord Cornwallis to move northwardly, and therefore wish you to 
continue at or near the Congaree, so as to prevent supplies from 
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coming to Camden until you hear further from ma I expect more 
full intelligence to-night which will enable me to decide. Don't 
forget to give me an account of your numbers, and you would 
promote the service greatly if you could furnish us with sixty or 
®%^^y good dragoon horses. I am sorry for Col. Kolb's death, and 
the necessity there is for detaching a part of your Regiment 

With esteem and regard, I am, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 86.] Gm. Greene to Gen. Marion, 

Camp at 25 mile Creek, May 7tb, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Col. Watson I find is on his way to Camden, this is rather an 

unfortunate circumstance, as the enemy will begin to be impudent 

and to shew themselves without their works, which they havenevQt 

ventured upon since the morning of the 25th. Our force divided, 

and the enemy collected, put matters upon an unmilitary foodiig. 

There is no further intelligence from Lord Cornwallis, which 

induces me to believe he is marching northwardly. Major Hyrne 

will inform you of my plan. Supposing that to be the case, the 

Major will inform you also how far Lieut Col. Lee is at liberty to 

continue to operate with you against the fort you were yesterday 

firing at. I should be exceedingly glad to have an account of the 

probable operating force you may expect to act with you for some 

months to come. This will enable me to judge with more certainty, 

the propriety of the plans I have in contemplation. 

With esteem, I am dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 87.J Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion. 

Cahp Colonel's Cheek, May 9th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I am favoured with yours of the 6th inst I am sorry the Militia 
are deserting because there is not greater support If they were 
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influeiiced by ])roper principles, and were inapressed with a love of 
liberty and a dread o{ slavery, they would not shrink at difficul- 
ties. If we bad a force sufEcient to recover the conntry, tbeir aid 
would not be wanted, and they cannot be well acquainted with 
tikW true interest to desert us, because they conceive our force 
unequal to the reduction of the country without their asbislanocu 
I shall always be bappy to see you at Head Quarters, but cannot 
tbink you seriously mean to solicit leave to go to Philadelphia. It 
is true your task has been disagreeable, but not more so than 
others, it is now going on seven years since the commencement of 
this war, I have never had leave of absence an hour, nor paid the 
least attention to my own private affairs. Your State is invaded; 
your all is at stake, what has been done will signify nothing, unless 
we persevere to the end. I left a wife in distress, and every thing 
dear and valuable to come and afford you all the assir^tance in my 
power, and if you leave us in the midst of our difficulties while yoa 
have it so much in your power to pronwte the service, it must throw 
« damper upon the spirits of the Army, to find the first men in the 
Skate are retiring from the busy scene, to indulge themselves in 
IDore agreeable amusements ; however, your reasons for wish^ing 
to deeline the command of the militia, and for going to j^hiladelphia 
may be more pvessing than I imagine, 1 will therefore add nothing 
xuore upoQ this subject till I see you. My reasons for writing ao 
pressingly respecting the dragoons, was from the distress we were 
in. It i^ not my wish to take the horses from the militia if it will 
injure the public service. The effects and consequences you can 
better judge of than I can. You have rendered important services 
to the publick with the militia under your command, and done great 
honour to yourself; and I would not wish to render your i^ituation 
less agreeable with tbem, unless it is to answer some very great 
purpose, and this I persuade myself you would from a desire to 
promote the common good. I wish you success in the fori you 
are besieging. Lord Rawdon was out yesterday, we had the 
night before taken a new position on Sanders* Creek, and imagined 
he came out to attack us expecting to find us on the Twenty-five 
Mile Creek. We did not like the situation on Sanders' Cret k ^ 
isak an action oti« and therefore took a new position at this place, 
leaving the Horse, Light Infantry, and Piquets at the old encamj^ 
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ment, the enemy came and drew upon the other side of the Creek| 
but did not attempt to eross, but retired into Camden before night* 
We are in daily expectation of a large reinforcement of Virginia 
militia and tome Continental troops, when those arrive we shall 
push our operations with more vigour. No further news of Lord 
CcMnwallis. 

I am, sir, with the highest esteem and regard, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. OREENB. 



J[No. S8.} Maj, PendUtm (Aid-de^CampJ to Oen'l MarUm. 

Hbad QuAftTEns, Colonei«'b Creek, May 10th, 178 1« 
General Greene has this moment received information that the 
enemy have evacuated Camden. They moved out this morning 
very early, after destroying the mill, the goal, and their stores, to- 
gether with many private houses; what may have induced this un- 
expected and precipitate movement is uncertain, but the General 
is of opinion that the same motives which have induced Lord Raw- 
don to take this step will also induce the evacuation of all the out- 
posts, which the enemy have at Ninety-Six, Augusta and on the 
Congaree. He begs you to take such measures as may prevent the 
garrison at Mott's from escaf)ing. The army was to have moved 
to-morrow morning towards Friday's Ferry. I will move that way 
still, though by a different route and perhaps more slowly. It is un- 
certain which way Lord Rawdoo took his loute ; it waa either to 
George Town or Charles Town and most probably the latter* 
The General is firmly of opinion the enemy will, if they caii| 
evacuate all their out* posts. You will therefore take such mea^ 
»ttres as you think best calculated to prevent their design. 
I am, sir, with high respect, 

Your most obd*t., most humble serv^t., 

NATH. PENDLETON, Aid-de-Camp, 
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[No. 89.] Lard Rawdon to Lieut Col. Lee. 

Camp, May 14di, 1781. 
Sir: 

I beg leave to return you many tbanks for your politeness in 
transmitting to me the leiters which fell into your possession at 
Motto's house. Lieut M'Pherson having mentioned to me that you 
proposed an exchange of the garrison taken at that post, I have 
only to promise, that an equal number of continental officers and 
foldiers shall be immediately set at liberty for all such as General 
Greene may think proper to send to Charleston. 

Lieut. M'Phcrson further informed me, that the troops taken at 
Wright's Bluff were understood-by you not to have adhered to the 
terms of capitulation, as strictly as they ought to have done : I beg 
you will believe, sir, I consider the charge of so- serious a nature, 
that the most exact inquiry shall be made upon it as soon as possi- 
ble. I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

RAWDON. 



\No 90.] GcfCl. Greene to Samuel Huntingdon^ Esq. 
From Tarlton*8 Southern Campaigns. 

Camp it McCord's Ferry, on the ConoArer, 

May 14, 1781. 
Sir : 

I had the honour to send despatches to your excellency on the 
5tli from near Camden, by Captain O'Hara. On the 8th the place 
was evacuated by the enemy with the utmost precipitation ; Lord 
Raw don burnt the greatest part of his baggage, stores, and even 
the effects belonging to the inhabitants ; he set Bre also to the prison, 
mill, and several other buildings, and left the town little better than 
a heap of ruins : He left behind him our people who had been 
wounded in the action of the 25th of April, and had been token 
prisoners; they are thirty-one in number. His lordship left also fif- 
ty-eight of his own people, with three officers, who were so badly 
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wounded, that they could not bear a carriage. Several of the in- 
habitants assert it as a fact, that, in the last action, the loss of 
the enemy, in killed and wounded, was not less than three hundred 
men. 

As soon as the enemy left Camden we took possession of it, and 
are now employed in raising all the works ; a plan of which I en- 
close for your excellency. Had the Virginia militia joined us in 
time, the garrison must have fallen into our hands, as we should 
then have been able to invest the town on all sides ; and the garri- 
son was in too great want of provisions and military stores to be 
able to stand out a siege. The detachments under Greneral Marion 
and Lieut. Col. Lee, in the lower districts of the country, had cut 
off the enemy's provisions, and particulai'ly salt, with which they 
were totally unprovided. On the 9th our army began their march 
towards this place. On the 1 1 th the post of Orangeburgh, defend- 
ed by eighty men, under the command of a colonel and other offi- 
cers, surrendered to Gen Sumter, who, by his skill in the disposi- 
Upn of his Artillery and Troops, so intimidated the garrison, that the 
place soon submitted. We thus got possession of a very strong 
post, without loss either of men or time; a great quantity of pro- 
visions and other stores were found in it The 12th, Motte*s fort 
submitted to Gen'I. Marion; the garrison consisted of upwards of 
one hundred, and forty men; one hundred and twenty were British 
or Hesbians, with seven or eight officers. The place had been in- 
vested the ith ; nor did it surrender till our troops had made their 
approaches regularly up to the abbatis ; the redoubt was very 
strong, and commanded by Lieutenant M'Pherson, a very brave 
young officer. Great praise is due to General Marion, and the 
handful of militia that remained with him till the reduction of the 
fort. Lieut. Col. Lee's Legion, and the detachments under Major 
Eaton, the artillery under Capt Flnlay, and the corps of Infantry 
under Captains Oldham and Smith, were indefatigable in carrying 
on the siege There were found in the fort, ono cnrronade,one hun- 
dred and forty muskets, a quantity of salt provisions, and other 
stores. 

When we marched from Deep river towards Camden, I wrote to 
General Pickens to assemble all the militia he could muster, to lay 
siege to Augusta and Ninety -Six. These two places are actually 
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in^estod, aocl the fort at Friday's ferry will be invested to-morro'^^ 
toornitig, as Lieut. Col. Lee set out for that purpose last night, witK 
his Legion, aud the several detachmrnts which serVe under him t 
The whole army began their march this morning for the same placd. 
The fast intelligence I received, informed me that Lord Rawdon 
was near Nelson's ferry, where the enemy have a post ; but they 
Were sending away theif stores from it, which sufficiently indicates 
that they intend shordy to evacuate. Gen's. Sumter and Marioti 
narrowly watch all his lordship's motions. I am, Jcc, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 91.] S. Barry to Messrs. Wells tf^ ^on. 

Charleston,^ May 17, 1781. 
Gentlemen i 

Several prisoners on parole, having been this day taken up, an<f 
iSenton board ship, the motives for which are explained in the enclo- 
sed copy of a letter to them ; T am directed by the comnr>andant id 
desire you will insert the same in yoar next paper, for the informa* 
tton of the public. I am, gentlemen, 

Yoiir most obedient servant, 

H. Barry, Sec'ty.,an^ D. A. General. 



[No, 92,J N. Balfour to the Militia prisoners of War, 

CfiARL£Stoi», May 17, 1781. 
Gentfemth : 

Many have been the fepresentations which the outrages commit!- 
ted by the American troops, and their violafrons of all the humaner 
principles of war, have compelled me to make to such of their officers 
as commanded parties in this province ; but more particularly have 
I been obliged to riemonstrate against the rigorous treatment, in 
ifiany cases extending to death, which the loyal militia, when made 
prisoners, most invariably experience. 

These representations, gentlemen, having been grounded on th6 
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truese principles of benevolence, and which it behovetf €nch tide 
equally to have advanced, I was as much surprised as I was mor- 
tified, to find them in all cases practically diiiregarded, and in many, 
wholly nep^lected. It is then fore liecome my duty, however irk- 
ifome to myself, to try how far a more decided line of cimdact will 
|>revfltl, and whether the safety of avowed adherents to their causAf 
may not induce the American troops to extend a proper clemency 
to those whose principles hrta them in defence of British goveriK 
ittent. 

Induced by these moires, I hare conceived it an act of etpodi* 
ency to seize on your persons, and retain them as hostages for th«l 
good usage of all the loyal militia who are, or tnay be made pri- 
soners of war, resolving to regulate, in the full extept, your treat* 
metit by the measure of thtirs, and which my ieeliugs make me 
hope may herebfier be most lenient 

And as I have thought it necessary that those persons, who some 
time since were sent from thence to St Augustine, should, in this 
respect, be considered in the same point of view as yourselves, I 
riiall Send notice there, that they be likewise held as sureties for a 
future propriety of conduct towards our militia prisoners. 

Reasons so cogent, and which have only the most humane pur- 
posed for tbeir objects, will, I doabt not, be considered by every 
reasonable person as a sufficient justification of this most necessary 
measure, even in those points where it may militate with the capitu- 
lation of Charleston ; though indeed the daily infractions of it, by 
the breach of paroles, Wcnild alone well warrant this procedure. 

Having been thus candid in stating to you the causes for thitf 
conduct, I can have no objectio s to your tnaking any proper use 
of this letter you may judge to your advantage, and will therefore, 
should you deem it expedient grant what fiags of truce may be 
necessary to carry out copies of it to any officer commanding 
American troops in these parts, and ia the mean time the fullest di- 
rections will be given, that your present situation be rendered as 
eligible as the nature of circumstances will admit. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, ^ 

N. BALFOUR 
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\No. 93!] Major Burnet ( Aid-de-Camp) to General Marion. 

m 

Head Quarters, Conoaree, May 18th, 1781. 
Sir: 

I am directed by Gen'l. Greene to inform you of the surrender 
of Fort Granby ; five pieces of iron Ordnance, nineteen officers 
and three hundred and twenty nine privates fell into our hands* 
The army will march this morning on Uie route to Ninety- Six. 
The General has directed General Sumter to continue at this post 
to command and organize the militia. You will be pleased to con- 
tinue to harrass the enemy and to rec^ve General Sumter's orders. 
You will also arrange your Brigade with expedition, and be in rear, 
diness to co-operate with this army, should an opportunity offer. 

I am, with great respect. 

Your most obd*t. humble servant, 

J. BURNET, Aid-de-Camp. 



[No, 94.J Lieut, Col. Stephen Moore and Major John BamtoeQ 

to Lieut, Col, Nesbit Balfour, 

Prison-ship, Torbat, Charleston Harbour, ) 

May 18, 1781. S 

In conformity to your letter of yesterday, we embrace your of- 

- -fer of forwarding a copy of the same, together with a roll of the 

prisoners on board this ship, and a letter addressed to Major Gen'l. 

Greene, all which are enclosed. We could wish one of our number 

might be sitffered to attend the flag of truce. We arc, sir. 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

STEPHEN MOORE. Lieut. Col. 

JOHN BARNWELL, Major. 



[No, 95.] Lieut, CcL Step/ien Moore and Major John BamweU, 
4 to Gen. Greene, 

Prison-ship, Torbat, Charleston Harbour, ) 

May 18, 1781. S 
We have the honor of enclosing you a copy of a letter from Col* 
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Balfour, commandant at Charleston, which was handed usimmedL 
ately on our being put on board this ship ; the letter, speaking for 
itself, needs no comment ; your wisdom will best dictate the notice 
it merits. We would just beg leave to observe, ihat should it fall 
to the lot of all, or any of us, to be made victims, agreeably to the 
menaces therein contained, we have only to regret that our blood 
cannot be disposed of more to the advancement of the glorious 
cause to which we have adhered. A separate roll of our names at- 
tend this letter. 

With the greatest respect, we are, sir, • 

Your most obedient and humble servants, 
STEPHEN MOORE, Lieut. Col. N. Carolina Militia. 
JOHN BARNWELL, Major So Ca. Militia, 

for ourselves and 130 prisoners. 



On board the Prison-ship Torhay, 

William Axon, Samuel Ash, George Arthur, . John Anthony, 
Ralph Atmore, John Baddeley, Peter Bonnet.heau, Henry Ben- 
bridge, Joseph Ball, Joseph Bee, Nathaniel Blundell, James Bri«k- 
en, Francis Bayle, Widiam Basquin, John Clarke, jr., Thomas 
Cooke, Norwood Conyers, James Cox, John Dorfius, Josi^pfi 
Dunlap, RevM. James Edmonds, Thomas Elliot, Joseph ' El- 
liot, John Evans, John Eberly, Joseph Glover, Francis Grott, 
Mitchell Gargic, William Graved^ Peter Guerard, Jacob Henry, 
David Hamilton, Thomas Harris, William Hornby, Daniel Jacoby, 
Charles Kent, Samuel Lockhart, Nathaniel Lebby, Thomas Liftor, 
Thomas Legare, John Lesesne, Henry Lybrrt, John Michaeb 
John Minott, sr, John Moncrief, Charles M'Donald, John Minott, 
jr., Samuel Miller, Stephen Moore, George Monck, Jonathan Mor- 
gan, Abraham Mariettc, Solomon Mil iter, John Neufville, jr., 
Philip Prioleau, Jamrs Poyas, Job Palmer. Joseph Robinson, Dan. 
iel Rhody, Joseph Righton, William Snelling; John Stevenson, jr., 
Paul Snyder, Abraham Seavers, Ripley Singleton; Samuel Scot% 
towe, Siephen Shrewsbury, John Saunders, James Toussiger, Paul 
Taylor, Sims White, James Wilkins Isaac White, George Welch, 
Benjamin Wheeler, William Wilkiet, John Welch, Thomas Vou. 
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On board the ScJtaaner Pack-Horse^ 

John Barnwell, Edward Barnwell, Robert Barnwell, William 
Branfnrd, John Biake, Thomas Cochran, Joseph Cray, Robert De- 
War, H. W. Desaussure, Thomas Eveleigh, John Edwards, jf:, 
John W. Edwards, William Elliot, Benjamin Guerard, Thomai 
Grayson, John Gibbons, Philip GaJsrlen, John Greaves, William 
H. Hervey, John B. Holmes, William Holmes, Thomas Hughe8| 
James Heyward, Georpre Jones, Henry Kennnn, John Keao, 
otephen Lee> Philip Meyer, George Mosse, William Neufville, 
John Owen, Charles Pinkney, jr , Samuel Smith, William Wigg, 
Charles Warham, Thomas Waring, sn, Richard Waring, John 
Waters, David Warham, Richard Yeadon, 

Published by order of Congress, 

CHARLES TftOMSON, Sec'ty. 



[No, 96.J Stephen Moore and others, to Lieut. Vtif* Balfour . 

ToRBAT Prison-Ship, off CHARXRSTOf^, I 

May 19, 1781. ) 

Sir : 

Yesterday we transmitted to yon a letter, enclosing a copy of 
yours, with a list of one hundred and twenty-nine prisoners of war» 
o«)nfiried on board this ship, which we hope is forwarded to MaJM 
Gen'l Greene, agreeably to yonr promise, and make no doubt bat 
that your feelings as a gentleman will, upon this occasion, induct 
you to do ev^y thing in your power to liberate, from a most inju- 
rious and disagreeable confinemt^nt, those against whom there can 
exist no charge of dishonor, and whose only crime, if such it can 
possibly be lermed by mon of liberal ideas, is an inilexiMe attadi* 
ment to what they conceive to be the rights of their country, and 
who have scorned to deceive you by unmeaning professions. In 
justice to ourselves we must say^ that if the Americans have at any 
time so faf divested thi mselvesof that character of humanity and 
generosity, which ever distinj^uished them, we feel ourselves most 
sensibly mortified, but are induced, from the generous treutmest of 
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Cola. Lechraere, Rugely, Fenwicke and Kelsell, and their parties. 
And from a nunoherof other instances which might he easily addu- 
ced, to helieve, that the outrages which you co:nphtin of, must be 
the effect of private resentment (subsisting between British subjects 
aixl those who, after having availed themselves of the royal pro- 
clamation, havt* resumed their arms, in opposition to tliat govern^ 
ment) and totally unsanctioned by any American officer, and whicb 
we are well convinced they would reprobate and would punish io 
the most exemplary manner, could the perpetrators of such horrid 
acts be detected. 

In a war, circumstanced as the present, there will be some in- 
Btances of enormities on both sides. We would not wish to partic- 
ularise, but doubt not there are acts of cruelty frequently committed 
by the irregulars of your army, and arc convinced, that on your 
pait, as well as our own, they are generally to be attributed to an 
]|^norance of the rules of warfare, and a want of dirtcipline ; but 
the idea of detaining in close custody as hostages a number of men 
iairly taken in arms, and entitled to the benefits of a solemn capitu- 
lation, is so repugnant to the laws of war, and the usage of civilized 
nations, that we apprehend it will rather be the means of increasing 
Its horrors, tham answering those purposes of humanity you expect. 

As a most strict adherence to the term? of our paroles, and a Brm 
reliance on your honor, have been the only reasons of our being in 
your power at. present, we trust, that upon ecjuitable proposals be- 
ing made for our exchange by Gen. Greene, no objections will be 
raised, but every thing done to bring the matter to the most speedy»- 
issue. 

As you have thought proper to publish your reasons for seizing 
4ipon our persons, we request our answer may also be inserted in 
the next Gdzettc. We are, sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

STEPHEN MOORE, and others. 



[No. 97 ] Lord Rawdon to Earl ComwallU, 

From TarltonV Southern Campaigns. 

Monk's Corner, May 24th, 1781. 
The situation of affairs in this Province has made me Judge it 
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necessary, for a time, to wit^idraw my force from the back coun- 
try, and to assemble what troops I can collect at this point. I hope 
a recital of the circumstances which have led to this determination 
will satisfy your lordship as to the expediency of the measure. 

After the action of the 25th of April, (an account of which I 
had the honour of transmitting to your lordship) Major General 
Greene remained for some days behind the furthest branch of 
Granby's Quarter Creek. A second attempt upon his army could 
not, in that situation, be undertaken upon the principle which ad- 
vised the former. In the first instance, I made so short an excur- 
sion from my works, that I c^ld venture, without hazard, to leave 
them very slightly guarded ; and I had the confidence, that, had 
fortune proved unfavorable, we should easily have made good our 
retreat, and our loss, in all probability, would not have disable J us 
from the farther defence of the place. To get at General Greene 
in his retired situation, I must have made a very extensive circuit, 
in order to head the creek, which would have presented to him the 
fairest opportunity of slipping by me to Camden ; and he was still 
80 superior to me in numbers, that, had I left such a garrison at my 
post as might enable it to stand an assault, my force in the field 
would have been totally unequal to cope with the enemy's army. — 
I had much to hope from the arrival of reinforcements to me, and 
little to fear from any probable addition to my antagonist's force. 

Whilst, upon that principle, I waited for my expected succours, 
Gen. Greene retired from our front, and, crossing the Wateree,took 
a position behind Twenty-five Mile Creek. On the 7th of May, 
Lieut Col. Watson joined me with his detachment, much reduced 
in number through casualties, sickness, and a reinforcement which 
he had left to strengthen the garrison at George Town. He had 
crossed the S^ntee near its mouth, and had recrossed it a little below 
the entrance of the Congaree. 

On the night of the 7th, I crossed the Wateree at Camden ferry, 

proposing to turn the flank and attack the rear of Greene's army, 

where the ground was not strong, though it was very much so in 

front. 

The troops had scarcely crossed the river, when I received notice 

that Greene had moved early in the evening, upon getting informa- 
tion of my being reinforced, I followed him by the direct road, and 
found him posted behind Swaney's creek. 
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Having driven in his pickets, I examined every point of fats situ- 
ation ; I found it every where so strong, that I could not hope to 
force it without suffering such loss as must have crippled my force 
for any future enterprise ; and the retreat lay so open for him, I 
could not hope that victory would give us any advantage sufficient- 
ly decisive to counterbalance the loss. 

The creek (though slightly marked in the maps) runs very high 
into the country. Had I attempted to get round him, he would 
have evaded me with ease ; for, as his numbers still exceeded mine, 
I could not separate my force to fix him in any point, and time (at 
this ju net u re most important to me) would have been thus un profit- 
ably wasted. I therefore returned to Camden the same afternoon, 
after having in vain attempted to decoy the enemy into action, by 
affecting to conceal our retreat. 

On the 9th I published to the troops, and to the militia, my design 
of evacuating Camden, offering to such of the latter as chose to 
accompany me every assistance that we could afford them. Dur- 
ing the ensuing night I sent off all our baggage, &c., under a strong 
escort, and destroyed the works remaining at Camden, with the 
rest of the troops, till ten o'clock the next day, in order to cover 
the march. 

On the night of the ISth, I began to pass the river at Nelson's 
ferry, and by the evening of the 14th, every thing was safely across. 
Some mounted militia had attempted to harass our rear guard on 
the march ; but a party of them having fallen into an ambuscade, 
the rest of them gave us no farther trouble We brought off all 
the sick and wounded, excepting about thirty, who were too ill to 
be moved, and for them I left an equal number of continental pris- 
oners in exchange. We brought off all the stores of any kind of 
value, destroying the rest ; and we brouglit off not only the mili- 
tia who had been with us at Camden, but also all the well-affected 
neighbors on our route, together with the wives, children, negroes 
and baggage, of almost all of them. 

My first news, upon landing at Nelson's, was, that the post at 
Motte's house had fallen. It was a simple redoubt, and had been 
attacked formally by sap. Lieut. M'Pherson had maintained it 
gallantly till the house in the centre of it was set in flames by fire 
arrows, which obliged his men to throw themselves into the ditch, 
and surrender at discretion. 
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Bui as Major M'Arthur had joined me with near three hundred 
foot and eighty dragoons, I conceived I might, without hazarding 
too far, endeavor to check the enemy's operations on theCongarea. 
On the 14th, at night, I marched from Nelson's, and on the evei>- 
iog of thel^th I reached the point where the roads from Coiiga- 
rees and M'Cord's ferry unite. Variiius information was brought 
|o me thither, that Greene had passed the Conga ree, at M'Cord's 
ferry, and had pushed down the Orangeburgh road. The accounts 
though noni' of them po>itive or singly saiisfuctory, corresponded 
JO much, that I was led to believe ihem, and the matter was of such 
moment, that it would not ad mil of my pausing for more certain 
information ; therefore, after giving the troops a little rest, I moved 
' back to Eutaws the same night, but hearing nothing there, I pur- 
sued my march hither. 

By ray present rfituation, I cover those districts from which 
Charles Town draws its present su[>plies I am in readiness to 
knprove any favourable occurrence, and guard against any untoward 
©vent 

It is a secondary, but not a trifling advantage, that I have been 
«ble to supply the troops with necessaries; for the want of which, 
occas^ioned by the long interruption of our communicaiion, they 
fluffercd serious distresses. 

I am wsirjg every effort to augment our cavalry, in hopes that the 
arrival of some force will speedily enable us U» adopt a moi«actiy« 
conduct. 



[No. 9 S.J Gen% Greene iff Gen'L Marion. 

Camp BCFORja Ninety-Six, May 26th, 1781. 
Drar jS>«r : 

I am favored with your letters of the 19th and 20th. I am sur- 
prised at the enemy's conduct towards the party sent as an escort 
to the prisoners taken at fort Motte, and the more so as the parly 
was for their protection and at their request. The insult offered to 
our people deserves re8^entnrM*nt, and you have my full consent to 
treat their officers as they treat ours, but at the same time it i:^ my 
W'ish to cany on the war upon the most liberal principles and ^ 
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correspondent with the law of humanity as the nature of the ser- 
vice will admit If the enemy are making no preparation to in'ter- 
cept the siege at this place or Augusta, and Gen. Sumter don't 
think himself exposed in consequence of your moving to 
George Town, of which I have desired him to inform you, I have 
»o objection to your making the attempt you propose. But if Lord 
Rawdon is making preparations for offensive operations which may 
interrupt the sieges now carrying on, or expose Gen'l. Sumter in 
his present situation, I would not wish you to make the attempt as 
that is but an inferior obje?t. Before this reaches you, you will be 
better informed of the state and intentions of the enemy below. 
The last account I had of Lord Cornwallis, he was at Halifax, in 
North Carolina, and seemed disposed to rest there for some timci 
probably with a view of con<'erting a plan for forming a junction 
with Gen'l. Philips. I beg my most respectful compliments to 
Col. Horry and Major Mayham and the rest of the gentlemen with 
you. I am, sir, with esteem and regard, 

Your obd't. humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 99. ( Earl Comwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, 

Byrd's Plantation, James River, May 26, 1781. 
The arrival of the reinforcement has made me easy about Ports- 
mouth for the present. I have sent Gen. Leslie thither with the 
seventeenth Regimjnt and the two Battalions of Anspach. keeping 
tbe forty-third with the army. I shall now proceed to dislodge La 
Payette from Richmond; and, with ray light troops, to destroy any 
magazines or stores in tUe neighborhood, which may have been col- 
lected either for his use or Gen. Greene's army. From thence I 
propose to move to the neck of Williamsburgh, which is represent- 
ed as healthy, and whern some subsistence may be procured ; and 
keep myself unengaged from operations v/hich might interft're with 
your plan for the campaign, until I have the satisfaction of hearing 
from you 1 hope I shall then have an opportunity to receive bet* 
ter information than has hitherto been in my power to procure, rela- 
tive to a proper harbour and place of arms. At present I am in- 
6 
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o&nei to think well of York. The objectiopB to Portsmooth %V9f 
that it cannot be made strong, without an army to defend it ; tlwil 
it i« renaarkabiy unhealthy, and can give no protection to a ship of 
the line. Wayne has not yet joined La Fayette; nor can £ po«ir 
lively learn where he isi nor what i« his force. Greene's cavairj 
Me ^aid u> be coming this way ; but I have no certain acQOunla of iL 

Most respectiiilly yours, 

CORNWALW& 



[The following is Gen. Pickens and Lieut Col. Lee'B report of 
the capitulation of Fort Cornwallis.J 

[ilfo. 100.] Brig, Gen. Andrew Pkken* and Lieut Cd, Lee, jr. $9 

LUsuL Col. Broicn. 

From Tttrlton^s Soathem Campaign^ 

Augusta^ May 31, 1781. 
Sir : 

ThB usage of war renders it necessary that we present you with 
an opportunity of (^voiding the destruction which impends your 
garrison. 

We have deferred our summons to this late date, to preclude tho 
necessity of much correspondence on the occasion. You see iho 
strength of the investing forces ; the progress of our works ; and 
you may inform yourself of the situation of the two armies, by in- 
quiries from Captain Armstrong, of tho Legion, who has the honor 
to bear this. We have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW PICKENS, B. G: militia. 

HENRY LEE, jr., Lieut. Col. comMg. contl. troops. 



n— •*•*••■• 



[Nq* 101.] Liett$. Cuh Thomas Brown to Brig, Gen., Pickens qnJi 

Liimi. Col. Lee. 

Gentlemen : 

What progress you have made in yonr works I am no stranger 
to. It is my duty and inclinaiion to defend this post to the labt ex- 
tremity. I Imve ihe hnnor to be, &c. THOcJ. BROWN, 

Commanding tho King*is troops at Augusia. 
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|jNk 102.] Om. Pickens and L'eut, CoL Lte, jr. to Lieut Cd, 

Brown. 
Sir: 

It is not our- disposition to press the vnforttuiate. 

To prevent the effusion of blood which must follow perseverance 

in your fruitless resistance, we inform you, that we are willing 

though in the grasp of victory, to grant such terms as a comparative 

view of our respective situations can warrant. 

Your determination will be considered ub conclotive^ and w'A\ 

regulate our conduct 

We have the honour to be, &c.| 

ANDREW PICKENS, B. G. miliiia. 

HENRY LEE, Jr., Lieut CuLCom'dg. Cont'l. troops 



[No. 103.J Lieut CoL Brown to Brig. Gen. Pickens and H. 

Lee, jr. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 3. 
Oentlcmen : 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your summons 

of this day, and to assure you, that as it is my duly, it is likewise 

my inclination to defend the post to the last extremity. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

THOMAS BROWN, 

Lieut. Col. commanding the King's troops at Augusta. 



[No. 104.] Brig. Gen^l. Pickens and Henry Lee, jr. to Lieut. Col. 

Brown. 

Head Quarters, June 4, 1781. 
Sir: 

We beg leave to propose, that the prisoners in your possession 

may be sent out of the fort, and that they may be considered yours 

or ours as the siege may lerminote; 
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Confident that you cannot oppose the dictate of humanity and 
custom of war, we have only to say, that any request from y oh of 
a similar nature will meet our assent. 

We have the honor to be,, &c. 
ANDREW PICKENS, B. G. Militia. 
HENRY LEE, Jr., Lieut. Col. Com'dg Cont^. troops. 



\Nd. 105.] Lieut. Col, Brown to Brig. Gen, Pickens and LietU, 

Col, Lee, 
Gentlemen : 

Though motives of humanity, and a feeling for the distresses of 
individuals, incline me to accede to what you have proposed concern- 
ing the prisoners with us, yet many reasons, to which you cannot 
be strangers, forbid my complying with this requisition — such at- 
tention as I can, confident with good policy and my duty, shall be 
shewn them. I have the honour to be, &c., 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieut. Col. Commanding the King's troops at Augusta. 



[No. 106.] 1/7. CW. Brawn to Brig. Gen. Pickens and L't. Col Lee. 

Gentlemen : 

In your summons of the 3d instant no particular conditions were 
specified ; I postponed the consideration of it to this day. 

From a desire to lessen the distresses of war to individuals, I am 
inclined to propose to you my acceptance of the enclosed terms, 
which being pretty similar to those granted to the commanding offi- 
cers of the American troops and garrison in Charles Town, I ima- 
gine will be honourable to both parties. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieut Col., commanding the King's troops at Augusta. 
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\No. 107.] Brig. Gen, Pickens and Lieut. Col. Lee^jr. to Lieut. 

Col. BrotoM. 
Sir: 

There was a time when your proposals of this date ought to have 
been accepted. That period is now passed. You have every no- 
tice From us, and must have known the futility of your farther 
opposition. 

Although we should be justified by the military of both armies 
to demand unconditional submission, our sympathy for the unfortu- 
nate and gallant of our profession has induced us to grant the hon* 
curable terms which we herewith transmit 

We have the honour to be, &c., 
ANDREW PICKENS, B. G. Militia. 
HENRY LEE, Ja.,Lieut. Col. Com'dg. Cont'l. troops. 



{No, 108. J Lt Col. Brown to Brig. Gen, Picket and Lt, Col Lee. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 5, 1781. 
Gentlemen : 

Your proposition relative to the officers of the King's troops and 
militia being admitted to their paroles, and the exclusion of the men, 
is a matter I cannot accede to. 

The conditions I have to propose to you are, that such of the dif- 
ferent classes of men who compose this garrison, be permitted to 
march to Savannah, or continue in the country, as to them may be 
most eligible, until exchanged. 

I have the honour to be, &&, 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieut. Col. commanding the King's troops at Augusta. 



[No. 109.] Brig, Gen. Pickens and Lieut, Col. JJee^jr. to Lieut 

Col. Brawn. 

Fort Augusta, June 5, 1781, 

Sir : 

In our answer of this morning, we granted the most generous 
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terms in our power to give, which we beg leave to refer to as final 
#n ovtr part We have the honour to be, fcc, 

ANDREW PICKENS, B. G. Militia. 

HENRY LEE, Jr , Lieut. Col. Com'dg. Cont'l. troops. 



[No. IIO.J Lieut Col. Broum to Brig, Gen, Pickens and Lieut. CoL 

Lee J jr. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 5, 178L 
Gentlemen : 

As some of the articles proposed by you are generally expressed, 
I have taken the liberty of deputing three gentlemen to wait upon 
you for a particular explanation of the re^^pective articles. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieut C<d., Commanding the King's troops at Angusta. 



Articles of capitulation proposed hy Lieut. Col, Brown^ andanswef 

ed by Gen Pickens and Lieut, Col. Lee, 

Art. L That all acts of hostilities and works shall cease between 
the besieged until the articles of capitulation shall be agreed on, 
signed, and executed, or collectively rejected. 

Answer. Hostilities shall cease for one hour ; other operations 
to continue. 

Art. IL That the fort shall be surrendered to the commanding 
officer of the American corps, such as it now stands. That the 
King's troops, ihree days after signing the articles of capitulation^ 
shall be conducted to Savannah, with their baggjige, where they 
will remain prisoners of war until they are exchanged ; that pro* 
♦♦ ' per conveyances shall be provided by the commanding officer of 

the American troops for that purpose, together wi h a sufficient 
quantity of good and wholesome provisions till their arrival at 
Savannah, 
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AlVBWER. Inadmissible. ThD prisoners t» «iirren^r field pri- 
soners of war : The officers to be indulged with tfatir paroles { tlM 
soldiers to be conducted to iueh place as the Goi»mander4n««hief 
shall direct. 

Art. hi. The militia now in gamson shall be |iermitted to re- 
tarn to their respective homes, and be secured in their persoas «nd 
prt)|)erties. 

Answer. Answered by the second article, the miliiia miking 
part of the garrison. 

Art. IV. The sick and wounded shall he under the care of th^it 
own surgeons, and besupplit'd %i'ith such medicines and neeefssafies 
as arc allowed to the firittsh hospitals. 

Aorced. 

Art. V. The officers of the garrison, and citizens who haye 
borne arms daring the siege, shall keep their side arms, pistols, and 
baggage, which shall not be searched, and rvtain their servants. 

Answer. The officers and citizens who have borne arms during 
the sit^ge shall be permitted their side arms, piivate baggage, and 
servants ; their side arms are not to be worn ; and the baggage to 
lie searched by a person appointed iVirthat purpose. 

Art. VI. The garrison, at an hour appointed, shall march out, 
with shouldered arms and dntma beating, to a |)lace to be agreed 
on, where they will pi'e their arms. 

Answer. Agreed. The judicious and gallant defence made by 
Hie gnrrison, entitles them to every mark of military respect. The 
Ibrt to be delivered up to Captain Rud(»tph at twelve o'clock, w)vft 
will take possession with a detachment of the Logi<m Infantry. 

Art. VII. That the citizens shall be protected in their persons 
and pm}iertics. 

Answer. Inadmissible. 

Art. VIII That twelve months shall be allowed to all such si * 
do not choose to reside in this country, to dispose of their effects, 
real and personal, in this province, without any molestation what- 
ever, or to remove to any part thereof as they may choose, aS well 
themselves as families. 

Answer. Inadmiitsible. 

Art IX. That tlie In«lian f i.milies now in garrison shalf accoiii- 
pRny the King's troops to Savannah, where they will remain prison* 



• \ 
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era of war until exchanged for an equal number of prisoners in the 
Creek or Cherokee nation. 

Answer. Answered in the second article. 
Art. X That an express be permiited to go to Savannah with 
the commanding officer's dispatches, which are not to be opened. 
Answer. Agreed. 

Art. XI. Additional. The particular attention of Col. Brown 
is expected towards the just delivery of all public stores, monies, 
&c.; and that no loans be permitted to defeat the spirit of this 
afticie. , 

Signed at Head Quarters, Augusta, June 5, 1781, by 
ANDREW PICKENS, B. G. Militia. 
HENRY LEE, Jr, Lieut. Col. Commandant 
THOMAS BROWN, 

Lieut. Col. Com'dg. King's troops at Augusta. • 



Charleston, June 2. 

By the right Hon. Francis Lord Rawdon^ Col. commandhg d 
corps of his Majesty* s forces in South Carolina^ Sfc., and NeS" 
hit Balfour J Esq,^ Lieut. Col, and Commandant of Charles- 
ton, Sfc, 

Although attention to the general S€*curity of the province has 
obliged his Majesty's troops, for the present, to relinquish some of 
the upper parts of it, we trust, that it is unnessary for us to exhort 
the loyal inhabitants of those districts to stand firm in their duty 
and principles ; or to caution them against the insidious artifices of 
an enemy, who must shortly abandon to their fate, those unfortunate 
people whom they have deluded ioto revolt. 

But being well informed, that many persons, sincerely attached 
to his Majesty's cause, have, notwithstanding, been forced to join 
the enemy, as the only means of preserving themselves and 
their families from the savage cruelty of the rebel militia, until es- 
cape should be practicable ; we desire all such to be confident, that 
they run no risk of suffering from us, through indiscriminate ven- 
geance ; reminding them, that the British government never ex* 
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tends its hand to blood, without the most convincing proofs of in- 
tentional guilts ^ 

And we advise all persons in the above predicament, as likewise 
who, froni the oppressions of the enemy, have been obliged to quit 
their possessions, to take the earliest opportunity of coming in, with 
their arms, to any post or detachment of the royal army. We give 
them assurances of every support, and of every endeavor on our 
part, to mitigate their present sufferings; further declaring to them' 
fhat we shall feel ourselves no less bound to reward the fidelity of 
those who have remained unshaken in their allegiance, than to inflict 
the punishment due to reiterated perfidy. Nor should we givef 
them this invitation, were we not certain that, in conjunction with 
the army, daily expecting powerful reinforcement, their exertions 
will very shortly reinstate them in the full and peaceable possession 
of that property, which they will thus have only yielded for a time, 
to receive again with confirmed security. 

Given under our hands in camp, at Monk's Corner, the twenty- 
fourth day of May, 1781, and in the twenty-third year of his 
Majesty's reign. R Al WDON, 

^. BALFOUR. 
By order of his lordship and the commandant, 

H. BARRY, Dep. Adj't. Gen'l. 



[No 111] Lard Rawdon to Lieut Gen. ComtoaUis. 

Charles Town, June 5th, 1781; 

Gen. Greene invested Ninety Six on the 2*4d of May. To my 
great satisfaction, however, I learned, by messages which I have 
found means to iiiterchange with Lieut Col. Cruger, that the new 
works were completed before the enemy's approach. The garri- 
son is ample for the extent, and the fire of the enemy had no effect 
Lieut Col. Cruger, therefore, only apprehends, that relief may 
not arrive before his provisions are expended. 

Fortunately we are now in a condition to undertake succouring 
him. without exposing a more valuable stake; and from the report 
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of hia provisions iw^i^ lie sent to me^ I Irust wo siiall be fully in 
time. I 

Augusta ia lilfewiae besiegetl ; but I hope in liule danger. Sir 
James Wright repre>^ente(l so strongly the wants of troops at Sar 
vvinnah, that I thought it necessary to aend the King*s Ameriaaft 
Bjegiment thither with all dUpatck 

On the 3d instant the fleet l^om Ireland arriyed* having aboard 
the 3d, 19th, and 30th Regiments^ a detachment from the Guard«« 
Uid a considerable b<H]y of reeraits ; the whole under the command 
•f Col. Gauld, of the 30th Lieut Col. Balfour and I immediately 
nadf known to Ct>l. Gould the power which your lordship had gii^ 
•IS to us, for detaining such part of the exj^eeted reinforcement ato 
we might conceive the service recpiired: And it has been settled, 
that t e three Regiments shall all remain here until your lordship 
signifies y«>nr pU*asure respeeting them. I shuU murch on the 7tk 
towards Ninety Six, having been reiiftforced by the flank compar* 
nies of the three new Regiments. 

lam happy in mentioning to your lordship a handsome testimo- 
ny of zeal £br his Mujeny*s interests, which has occurred here: 
Considerable difficulty having arisen in the formation of cavalry, 
some of the principal inhabitants of this town made a subscriptioni 
amounting to near three thousand guineas : which sum they request- 
ed I would apply to the purpose of equipping a corps of dragoons 
in the manner I should judge most expedient As I had no means 
of forming such a corps but by drafts from the inf.intry, I thought 
your lordship would be pleased that a compliment should be paid 
to the loyalty of the gentlemen above mentioned, by fixing upon 
men connected with the province; I have therefore orde:ed the 
South Canilina Regiment to be converted into cavalry, and 1 have 
the prospect of their being mounted aud completely appointed ia a 
iew days. 

\No, 112 ] Extract of a letter from Col Lord Rawdon to Sir He^ 

ry Clinton, 

Charles Town, June 6th, 1781. 
I cannot in any manner give your exrellency n more explicit ac- 
oount of what haa passed in this province, and of the present staii 
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•f our aSkin^ tban by enclosing to your excellency, copies ot tim 
letters wliidi I have, at different penoda, written to Lord CornwaK 
lis. The situation of the prcwince has been critical ; yet I am well 
convinced, that numliers bave joined the enrmy merely to shield 
theitis^'es from the atrocious barbarity of the rebel militia, which 
has been been beyond u hat I have ever heard of among the most 
savage nations. Should we be successful in our present enterprise) 
it will probably be ftmnd necessary to make the Santee and Con- 
garee the boutidarius of our posts, and to invite the friends of Gov- 
ernment to settle upon the estates of revolters within the claim of 
our stations. The back parts of the province must necessarily de- 
pend upon the country enclosed by those rivers, as long as we kifiep 
pofisessioD of the Cbe8apeak& 



[No. X13 J C?m. Pickms U Gen, Greene. 

AuatJBTAj Juae 7» 178L 
Dear Sir: 

A very disagreeable and melancholy affnir which happened yes* 
terday in the afternoon, occasions my writing to you at thi« time. 
I hiid ridden down to Browne's Fort where I had been but a few 
minutes, when information was brought me that a man had riddeit 
Dp to the door of a room here, where Col. Grierson was cnnBnedi 
and, without disnuiunting, shot htm so that he expired soon after, 
and instantly rode off; and though he was instantly pursued by 
aome men on horseback, he efffcted his esc^ipe. Major WilHama 
who was in the snme room, immediately rtn into a cellar, among 
the other prisoners ; but standing in vi w, was soon after shot at^ 
and woundi'd in the shoulder. 1 have given ord^s for burying 
Col. Grierson this afternoon with military honors, but as Col» 
Browne was also insulted yesterday, (though the man was for 
sometime confined for it,) and the pef^ple are so much exasperated 
agaifist some iridividuaU, I have found it necessary to give orders 
to cross the River wi>h the prisoners, under (he care of Col. Ham* 
mond's R«*giinent. and Capt. Smith's detachmcnit of North Caro- 
linians, and march them to Ninety-Six, or till I meet your orders 
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respecting them; being fully persuaded that were they to march for 
Savannah, they would be beset on the road, but think they may go 
to Charleston by way of Ni ety-Six, if you should so order. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

A. PICKENS. 



\No. 114.] Earl Camwallis to Lieut. Col. Tarleton. 

Jefferson's Plantation, June 9, 1781. 
Dear Tarleton: 

You will proceed with the detachment of cavalry and mounted 
infantry under your command, before day break to-morrow morn- 
ing, to Albemarle old court-house, where you will destroy any 
stores you may find. If you then hear of no other stores of any 
consequence on this side the Fluvannah, and the baron Steuben 
should sull be on the other side, you will cross that nver, and make 
it your principal object to strike a blow at baron Steuben; as the 
corps under his command consists of part of the new levies, and it 
the foundation on which the body of the eighteen month's men, late- 
ly voted by the province of Virginia, will be formed. It will be 
of the utmost importance to defeat and destroy it : I shall, there- 
fore, wish you to take every means in your power of effecting this 
service, if you should see a probability of success. I likewise re- 
commend it to you to destroy all the enemy's stores and tobacco be- 
tween James river and the Dan ; and if there should be a quantity 
of provisions or corn collected at a private house, I would have 
you destroj it, even although there should be no proof of its being 
intended for the public service, leaving enough for the support of 
the family ; as there is the greatest reason to apprehend that such 
provisions will be ultimately appropriated by the enemy to the usA 
of Gen. Greeiie's army, which, from the present state of the Caro- 
linas, must depend on this province for its supplies. 

I shall proceed by easy marches to Richmond, and it will prob- 
ably be a business of eight or nine days from this tinie before I can 
get up ray boats to that place to receive you ; so that you may very 
well employ that time on your expedition. As it is very probable 
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that some of the light troops of Gen. Greene's army may be on 
their march to this country, you will do all you can to procure in- 
telligence of their route I need not tell you of what importance 
it will be to intercept them, or any prisoners of ours from South 
Carolina. 

I would have all persons of consequence, either civil or military, 
brought to me before they are paroled: Mo$t sincerely wishing 
you success, and placing the greatest confidence in your zeal and 
abilities, I am, with great truth and regard, dear Tarleton, 

Most faithfully yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 



[No, 115.] Ge»*l Sumter to Gen'l Marion, 

ANCBUM^Sf June 9th, 1781. 
Sir : 

I have just received your favour of !he 6th instant, but have not 
that which you mention of the preceeding day. I find the enemy 
disposed to do us every possible injury. I am glad to hear you suc- 
ceeded against George Town, and that you think of passing the San- 
tee soon, which will in some measure check the progress of the 
enemy. I have two Regiments moving downwards with orders to 
co-operate with Major May ham — others move to day. No perfect 
plan of operation can at present be laid down. I shall be happy to 
have the earliest advices from you, after you pass the river and have 
obtained proper accounts of the situation of the enemy. I 
am sorry to hear of a reinforcement having arrived; have 
hopes it may not be so considerable as is suggested. The post at 
96 and Augusta are not as yet taken, they are obstinately defend- 
ed, but consequently must fall in a few days. We have certain ac- 
counts that all Pensacola is in possession of the Spaniards, that all 
the enemy's out works, at St. Augustine, are possessed by them; 
through the same channel of intelligence we learn that Admiral Rod- 
ney has been defeated, in the West Indies, and that a fresh fleet is 
or will be on our coast very soon, which will give us a superiority 
at sea. I recollect I received yours of the 5ih yesterday, and sent 
your packet for Gen'l. Greene on immediately. I am, sir, 

Your most obd't. servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 
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N. B. The increase of the enemy's furcc may render it expedi^ 
ent to colkct our force, and unless your Brigade, that is thedivisiioa 
called upon, are cheerfully out, we shall be but weak. Gen't. 
Greene has four Regiments from my Brigade with him, besides some 
detachments. 



[No. llC] Gen. Greene to Gen, Marion. 

Camp bcfoiie 96, J une 10th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Yours of the 6th I have received with the enclosures. I had 
information of the arrival of a reinforcement at Charles Town, 
before your letter came to hand ; accounts are various respecting 
their numbers. By private information, the enemy intend to attempt 
raising the spige of this place, which I hope, \vill terminate in our 
favour. Should the enemy attempt to f>enetrate the country, I 
beg you to collect all the force you can and join Gen. Sumter, with- 
out loss of lime, and give xhv. enemy all the opposition you can, 
until we form a junction with our collective force, it being my in- 
tention to fight therr, and I wish them to be crippled as much as 
possible before we have a general action. Send me all the infor- 
mation you can get. With esteem and regard, 

I am dear, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 117.] Gen*l. Greene to GenH, Marion. 

Camp before 96, June 10th, 1781. 
I liave to acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 22d 
and 29th ultimo. It gives me great pleasure to hear the enemy 
Iiave left George Town, and I am of opinion with you that it will 
be attended with many good consequences to that part of the coun- 
try. After you have dismaniled the enemy's works, you will col- 
lect your force, take the posiiioayou mentioned, and act in conjunc- 
tion with Gen'l. Sumter, agreeably to the advice I gave you ben)re. 
I have the pleasure to congratulate you on the reduction of the 
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•Miny's fort at Augustm. This event took place on the 7ih inal. by 
tftpitulation, and i hope in a few days to have the pleasure of cobt 
fffatulatiog you on the reduction of thia place, but we are opponed 
hgf ouLoy diificuUies, and the garrison resists with great obstinacy. 
I aiBy sir, with every sentiment of respect and esteem 

Your very humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



I No. 118.] Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion. 

June 13th, 1781. 
Sir: 

I find the enemy still advances, and in all probability 96 is their 
object That place is not yet taken; to have the siege raised 
would be of great injury to us. You will be pleased to disencum- 
ber yourself of all heavy baggage, and march with all possible 
expedition on towards 96, so as fur our whole force to act together 
if requisite. You will find plenty of meal and com at Saylor't 
Mill, near the Congaree. lam sir, with esteem. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 



[No. 119.J Gre». Sumter to Gen. Marion. 

CoNGARER, June 14th, 1781. 
Sir: 

I have this mormng received accounts th?it the enemy are wrt 
iRoving upwards; the )>arties that have been discovered, are said to 
be Tories, in consequence of which I advise you to halt, until this 
matter can be clearly ascertained ; in the moan while beg you may 
collect as large a force as you can, so that we may act offensively, 
if the enemy remain and cover so much of the country. 1 hope to 
kave the pleasure of seeing you soon, until which I have nothing 
Ibrther. to recommend, but that of gaining the bc?8t inrelligencc yon 
Cftn of the enemy's strength and situation, covering the country andf 
being ready to move, if the designs of the enemy and Gen. Greene's 
particular circumstances should render it necessary. The enemy at 
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96 is very obstinate; they sally almost every night, and have suf- 
fered considerably by it of late. I don't expect to hear of the 
reduction of that post lor some days yet. The Tories have been 
troublesome towards the Savannah River. Col. R. Hampton has 
lately seen two of their parties upon Edisto, and near the Salt 
Ketcher. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 



[No. 120.] Gen, Sumter to Gen. Marion, 

CoNGAREE, June 15th, 1781. 
Sir: 

I wrote you since the letter of mine, which you mention 
having received, that the enemy were not advancing. It again 
appears probable they are, and from the accounts you have of their 
reinforcements, there is every reason to think they mean to repos- 
sess themselves of this country again. I therefore think it advisable 
that we keep in the field as large a force as possible. I recommend 
that you do call out at least three-fourths of your Brigade, and 
move higher up the River, in readiness to cross, if the enemy con- 
Unue advancing. I have but little powder, will divide with yon 
what I have, but cannot send it just now, the uncertain state that 
things are in puts it out of my power to write accurately, even if I 
\ had time. If the militia nre obstinate and faithless, it will be neces- 
sary to make examples of some. Great severity must be used, 
which if done, we have little to apprehend from the enemy. Nine- 
ty-Six is not taken. I am, with esteem, 

Your most obd't. servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 
N. B. To any person, either officer or private, who may consider 
himself in my Brigade, I beg you will cause notice to be given 
that I request them immediately to join their proper Reg^iments, as 
nothing is more injurious to public service, than that of people de- 
taching themselves. 
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[No. 121] Oen'l Smmter to QerCl. Maritm. 

CoNOAREE, June 16tb, 1781. 

Sir : 

I have just received yours of the I4th inst lam glad you are mo- 
Ting up ; there is the greatest occasion for forced marches. I wrote 
you to-day that the enemy were upon the way to Ninoty-Six. They 
go very slow. You may join me in time. You will get meal and 
other provisions at Taylor's Mill, south side the Coirgareeriver, and 
ten miles from the fort, or at Ancrum's on the 7ih. 1 have left with 
Col. Taylor some ammunition for you. This is a great push the 
enemy is making. I beg you may move with all the force you 
can and order our at least three-fourths of your Brigade; the whole 
might be the most eligible, those living high up, might pass through 
the fork, and I am yet at the Congaree. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 

N. B. Please be so obliging as to forward Mr. Davis' letter. 



\No. 122.] Gen. Sumter to Gen. Marion 

Congaree, June 16th, 1781. 
Sir : 

The enemy are yet advancing, are some distance abdve Orange- 
burgh, their force consitlerable ; Ninety-Six not yet taken; every- 
thing with respect to the siege going on well; time is all that is need- 
ed. I wrote to Gen' I Greene for ammunition for you, which, if 
he fumtsbes, I will have forwarded to meet you. In one day more 
tbe enemy's designs mast be known, whether their object is Ninety- 
Six, or my party, to which they have already given much trouble in 
marching and counter marching. As their movements have been 
very singular and with uncommon caution, they are strong in horse. 
An: ex press thi^ moment froRrGen'L Greene; the potft not reduced, 
bui; in a fair way. I am, sir, 

Your mo^ obd't. buraUe scrYant, 

TH03. SUMTER. 

7 
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Articles of agrtement made and concluded between Col. Peter Hor* 
ry, in behalf of Gen* I. Marion^ and Major Ganey, Commanding 
officer of the Tories or King's subjects, inhabitants lying between 
great Pee Dee River and North Carolina, 

Art. 1st. That from and after Bigning these articles, all hostlli- 
■f ties on both sides shall cease. 

Art. 2d. That both parties sliall have free intercourse to traffick 
together unmolested. 

Art. 3d. That injuries committed on persons or property on ei- 
ther side shall by the Captain or officer commanding the complain- 
ant, be made known to the officer commanding the defaulter, when 
a jury composed of five men, two to be whigs and two tories, with 
an officer from the side of the complainant, shall be called on to set 
as a court martial to judge and determine the matter between them, 
and to inffict such punishment as shall appear reasonable and just. 

Art. 4th. That property taken not in action (but plundered) on 
being proved by either party, shall be restored. 

Art. 5th. That these articles of agreement and association shall 
continue for three months certain, or for any longer time not exceed- 
ing twelve months, and be valued and binding on both parties as 
shall be ratified by the Honorable Gen'l. Marion. Given under 
our hands at Pee Dee, June 17th, 1781. 

PETER HORRY, Col. Gen. Marion's Brigade. 
MICAJAH GANEY, Major. 



Treaty between Gen'l, Marion in behalf of the State of South Car- 
olina, and Major Gancy and the inhabitants under his commands 
which were included in the treaty made the 17th June, 17S1 (as 
above mentioned J with Major Ganey. 

Art. 1st The men under his command to lay down their arms 
as enemies to the State, and are not to resume them again until call- 
ed on to do so in support of the interest of the United States, and 
of this State in particular. 
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Art. 2d. They will deliver up all negroes, horses, cattle and 
property that have been taken from this or any other State. 

Art. 3d. They will demean themselves as peaceable citizens of 
this State, and submit themselves in future to be governed by its 
laws, in the same manner as the rest of the citizens thereof. 

Art. 4th. They engage to apprehend and deliver up all persons 
within the district, vr\ o shall refuse to accede to these terms and 
contumaciously persist in rebellion against the State. 

Art. 5th. They will deliver up as soon as possible, every man 
who belongs to any regular line in the American service, and every 
inhabitant of North Carolina, or this or any other State, who have 
joined them since the 17th of June, 1781, when the last treaty was 
made, or oblidge them to go out of the district, and whenever they 
return, to take and deliver them into safe custody of any jail within 
the State. 

Art. 6th. Every man is to pign an instrument of writing, pro- 
fessing his allegiance to the United States of America, and the State 
of South Carolina in particular, and to abjure his Britannic Majesty, 
his heirs, successors and adherents. ' 

Art. 7th. And promise to oppose all the enemies of the United 
States, and the State of South Canilina in particular. 

Art. 8th. The above eight articles being agreed on, they shall 
have a full pardon for all treason committed by them against the 
State, and enjoy their property and be protected by the laws thereof. 

Art. 9th. Such men as do not choose to accede to the above trea* 
ty, shall deliver themselves as prisoners of war, and shall be safely 
conducted within the British lines, to be exchanged for so many 
American prisoners, and will be allowed to carry their wives and 
children and such property, (stock and arms excepted) as are really 
theirs. All arms, ammunition and warlike stores to be delivered up. 



[No. 123.J Marquis La Fayette to the officers on their way to the 

Souths Carter'' s Ferry, Va. 

Head Quarters, June 21, 1781. 
Oendemen: 
I send by the bearer a number of letters for the Southern army, 
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fame of them of the greatest importance, ia sa much that they 
should not be delivered into any other hands thao Gen. Greene's. 
Should any delay arise to your company, I would request that one 
of you would proceed with as much despatch as convenient to th« 
Head Quarters, of the Southern army. 

The enemy moved this marning from Richmond ; it appears they 
luive taken the road to Williamsburg. 
I have the honor to be 

Your most obd't. humble servant, 

LA PAYETTE. 
It will be indeed a very great service to the public should the en 
closed be forwarded as speedily as possibly. I have the honor to 
with you a good journey. 
Permit the bearer, an express, to pass. 

WM. CONSTABLE, A. D. C. 



[No, 124.] Gen, Greene te €rem. Marion, 

HSAD Ql^ARTEK9 NEAR SaNBT RiTER, 

Jime 25th, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

I am favoured widi your letter datedat the Congaree. The enef&y 
llftve obliged ua to raise the siege of Ninety-Six, when tt waa upon 
t^eve of surrenderisg. It was my wish to have fought Lord Raw*- 
clon beforehegotto Ninety-Six, and could I have collected your force 
and that of Gen. Sumter and Pickens, I would have done it, and 
am persuaded we should have defeated him, but being left alone^ I 
was obliged to retire. I am surprised the people should be so 
averse to joining in some general plan of operations. It will be 
impossible to carry on the war to advantage, or even attempt to 
hold the country, ur.lesayour force can be directed to a point ; and 
as to flying parties here and there, they are of no consequence in 
the great events of war. If the people will not be more united in 
their views, they must abide the consequences, for I will not cal- 
culate upon them at all, unless they will agree to act conformably 
tathe great law of recovering all parts of the ooyntry^ and not par- 
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ttcular parts. Gen. So niter is preparing for a manceuvre down in 
tbe lower part of the State, and he will require yoor aid to bring k 
iato effect. You will therefore call out all the force you can, and 
co-operate with him ia any manner he may direct Count D« 
Gresae has defeated Admiral Rodney in the West Indies, and taken 
St Lucia. These are facts, and you may propagate them. 
« With esteem and regard, I am dear sir. 

Your humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE, 



[No, 125.] Gen, Greene to Lieut. Col. Lee. 

June 25th, 1781. 
Dear Lee : 

I have just received your two letters of this day. In my last I 
gave you full liberty to act as you thought proper, and circumstan- 
ces dictated to be necessary. Sumter is on the march for the Coa* 
garee, and will prepare to go still lower down. Let your move- 
ments be correspondent with his, so far as you may find them 
consistent with the good of the service. We shall remain on thi« 
ground to-morrow, after which we shall move to the point agreed od. 

I think the enemy will have a hard struggle in evacuating Ninety- 
Six. I am rather inclined to think they will garrison it with tones 
if they can get provisio'ns. If the enemy's reinforcements are a« 
large as is represented, they will try to take post at the Congarees; 
and nothing but the fear of our army will prevent it. I cannot 
think it prudent while the British army is in the field, and we want 
to reduce them to the necessity of retiring into the lower country^ 
to detach any part of our horse. It is not only necessary to have 
a superior cavalry, but a very great superiority. By keeping our- 
selves collected we may effect what we wish ; but by dividing we 
may defeat the whole. Sumter and Marion are collecting their 
forces ; and the militia from Roan and Mecklenburgh are collecting 
in considerable force. Armstrong hns joined us this afternoon with 
the North Carolina regulars. A detachment of Continental troops 
has come up. If Pickens joins u3 with a considerable force it will 
be my wish to force Lord Rawdon to an action. 
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Letters from Virginia to-day, but nothing new. General Mor- 
gan with a large body of Virginia riflemen are forming a junction 
With the Marquis. General CadwaHader also with 2000 Maryland 
minute-men have formed a junction with the Marquis. The people 
in that quarter are in high spirits, and a defeat and capture of the 
Earl is strongly talked of. But this you know will require hard 
blows. Some of the Southern army is much wished for.; I mean 
the Legion and the gallant Col. Lee. 

Yours affectionately, N. GREENE. 



[No. 126.] Gen, Greene to Lieut. CjI, Lee. 

Head Quarters, June 29th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

By a deserter who came into the camp last evening, I learn the 
enemy have 16 wagons loaded with stores of different kinds moving 
up from Charleston, upon the Orangeburg road, under an escort o' 
four hundred men and forty cavalry, for the use of Lord Rawdbn's 
army. He left them at Four Holes, 35 miles below Orangeburg 
on Sunday last, and says they could not march more than 6 er 10 
miles a day, and adds that they were very Mckly and much dissatis. 
fied. I have directed Col. Washington to move down to An- 
crum's plantation on the Congaree, and Col. Middleton to join him 
at that place If you are in a situation to form a junction with 
them I think you may take the whole of this escort with great ease. 
I beg you will take measures therefore without loss of time, forming 
a junction with them at that place, or advertising them where it 
may be effected to more advantage. Or if you think your force 
equal to the attempt, and that the opportunity may be lost by wait- 
ing for a reinforcement, in that case, you will move as further infor- 
madon may dictate to be necessary. As your collective force join- 
ed to that of Washington and Middleton will effect the business 
without risquo, I wish you not to hazard too much to effect it. But 
at any rate you will inform Co!. Washington what route you will 
move, and what you wish him to do. I shall send a duplicate of 
this letter for fear one should miscarry. 
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I have the pleasure to inform you hy letters received yesterday 
from Virginia, that Lord Cornwallis is retiring before the Marquis* 
Gen'l. Washington joined by the French arm^has laid siege to New 
York with an army of 15,000 men. I have also official informa- 
tion from Congress of the defeat of the British fleet in the West 
Indies. I have several other interesting pieces of intelligence which 
are flattering to our interests, but am not at liberty to disclose them 
at present. 

Part of our reinforcements have arrived, atid the remainder of 
them are near. 

I rely upon your prudence and activity, and am, 

Yours affectionately, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 127.] to OtfCl. Marum. 

Pee Dee, July 6th, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I wrote you the 14th, which will be handed you by the bearer 
here, of our public business ; and now have to address you, sir, on 
account of slaves of one Capt. Kinborough, who before Gates* de' 
feat withdrew himself from his plantation in this State with part of 
his property and twenty -seven slaves to Camden, as did many others 
from this r^ver,"^ where he remained late after the defeat, when he 
returned home without his slaves; and about the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, I, by order of Gov. Nash, took post on the Pee Dee to protect 
the inhabitants, and our scouts being constantly on duty, he could 
not get back if it was his choice, though he lay out till the 22d of 
Novernber, when^ie surrendered himself to me a prisoner, subject 
to be tried by his country^ and seemed to be very sorry for his past 
conduct— -on which I promised to permit him or some other person 
to go to bring in his property ; and I in December gave him a per- 
mit to send for his slaves home, on which he gave a bond payable 
to the Governor or his successors, for five hundred thousand pounds, 
with five able securities, for the producing the said slaves whenever 
the sense of the Legislature should be known ; but he taking the 
Small Pox was not able to go after his property till the return of 
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GenM, Greene to tlie siege of Camden, some of whose officers car- 
ried Mr. Kinborough to camp, an<I General Greene paroled hini till 
enlled by the comma|||iing officer of tl>e Southern army, or the Le- 
gisJatare of this State. Now the Assembly of this State is setting 
and Mr. Kinborough and others are called onin like circum&tance% 
afld will be judged guilty and their property couBscated or acquitted 
and restored to their privileges ; and when Geii'l Greene paroled 
him, he directed him to apply to me for a pass to Mr. Gay nor to go 
for his slaves, and I thought the negroes ought to be retained tilj 
the sense of the legislature should be known on Mr. Kinborough'^ 
case. When I gave the order, I should have addressed you, but 
expecting you then to be at George Town, and sundry persons of 
property being taken in the Congaree fort, who have withdrawn 
themselves from here, who were suflTered to enlist out of custody in 
Gen'l. Sumter^s Brigade, and then hired substitutes, and have not 
served two weeks and are come home here; and 8f)me of them the 
« most inveterate tory officers we were troubled with, and have 
brought home their own slaves and no doubt some that they plun- 
dered from good men. Now Kinborough has hired a certain con- 
tinental soldier during the war, and if Mr. Kinborough*s estfite 
should be confiscated, it's no doubt with me that he being an in- 
habitant of this State, that the personal estate will always go with 
the landed e8tate,and the commissioners of the confiscated pstatehave 
a right to e^>llect the persons property that reside in their distj-ict9 
from any place in the United States, wherever it may be found, of 
which I am a Commissioner for the district of Salisbury, or would 
not have sent for them. So if you judge that the State have a righ^ 
to retain the property of the inhabitants of -the State without the 
Confiscation act, carried into it, they would lose in their accounJs by 
it, as there are large numbers of slaves brought to this State from 
yours, the property of the disaffi.>cted judged when taken by plun- 
dering parties which our laws put in the power of the county sheF- 
iffs to take into their care for the benefit of your Stale, or the own- 
ers of good men. Now, sir, if you think proper to order those ne- 
groes into^ my possession out of the hands of the several persons 
bands that have them, I will employ them in the State of South 
Carolina, in the Commissary department, and be accountable for 
them to your State or ours as the case may be determined, as 1 am 
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Qredltahly informed they are all in bad hand«, ooly a few in the hands 
o£ Ca.pt, Spann, in whose hands if you don*t clioose to send them to 
me, I hope in justice to the puhlic, you will •rder tbemi though I 
have sundry negroes in my care, that I took from people that plun- 
dered them from your Slate, as the Gov. Rutledge ordered me to 
take those kind of slaves till legally called for, which I have em*- 
ployed in beating out corn. 



[No. 128 J Extract of a LeUtrfrom Ai% Gen TVUliaMs to Maj. 
PettdUtoHy Atdrde-Ckmipto Gen, Greene, 

Canf Hills, Santbs, July 16« 1781. 
*' Dear Pendleton : 

^* AfuT you \eh us at Ninety-Six we were obliged to retrograde 
a« far as the cross roads above Winnsborough. Lord Rawdon's re- 
turn over Saluda induced the General to halt the army, and watt 
for intelligence respecting his further manoeuvres, and hearing « 
few days after that his lordship wa» on his march to fuit Granby, 
our army was orden^d to march towards that place by way of 
Winnsborough. Before we could arrive «t Congaree, Lord Raw- 
don retired to Orangeburgh ; and as he had left a considerable part 
of his army at Ninety -Six, Gen. Greene detached the cavalry and 
light infan' ry to join Gen. Marion, and endeavor to intercept Col. 
Stewart, who was on his march from Charleston with the Third 
Regiment, &c., consisting of about threehOndred, conveying bread, 
stores, &c., of which Lord Rawdon's troops were in great want. 
Stewart however joined his lordship at Orangeburgh ; and Gen. 
Greene, from the information he had received, was encouraged to 
expect success from an attack upon the Btitish army at that post; 
Accordingly he collect^xl his troops, and called together the militia 
and state troops under Gen*s. Sumter and Marion (Gen. Pickens be- 
ing left to watch the motions of Col. Cruger). A junction of the 
whole fcM-med a very respectable little army, which marched to a 
small branch of North Edisto, within f<iur milfs of Orangeburgh, 
where we halted, and lay the 12th instant from about nine o'clock 
in the morning till six in the afternoon. 



106 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF 

''Gen. Greene reconnoitred the position of the enemy, and 
found it materially different from what it had been represented. 
The ground is broken, and naturally strong, from the Court-house 
(which is two stories high and built of brick), to a bridge four or 
five hundred yards distant, the only pass over the Edisto within 
many miles. The general had every reason to belief what he 
had soon afterwards confirmed, that Col. Cruger had evacuated 
Ninety-Six, and was on his march to join Lord Rawdon, which 
might possibly be done before we could force his lordship (if he 
could be forced at all) to a general action, — the issue of which was 
Bot certain. These considerations induced the General rather to 
offer than give battle. The enemy declined the opportunity, and 
put up with the insult. Gen. Greene, therefore, ordered our troops 
to retire in the afternoon to Col. Middleton's plantation, from whence 
we have proceeded by slow easy marches to this place, and not 
without leaving behind sufficient detachments to intercept their con- 
voys ffom below, and to create such a diversion at Monk's Corner, 
Dorchester, &c., as will very probably oblige his lordship to march 
to their relief. Indeed I am en^'ouraged to hope that the garrison 
at Charleston will not be undisturbed. Mischief is meditatediigainst 
them in other quarters; and I sanguinely trust the issue of this 
campaign will permanently fix the exalted idea the world has just- 
ly conceived of the eminent abilities of our General, and secure du- 
rable advantages to the country." 



[No, 129.J Gen, Greene to Gen'l Marion. 

Head Quarters, High Hills of Santee, July 21, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

Your leiter of the 19th, giving an account of the operations be- 
low, I have had the pleasure to receive. The gillantry and good 
conduct of your men reflects the highest honor upon your Brigade. 
I only lament that men who spiit their blood in such noble exertions 
to serve their country coulJ not have met with more des'^rveJ suc- 
cess. I beg you will communicate ray particular thanks to the of- 
ficers and men of the respective corps. I am fully sensible of their 
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merit and shall take pleasure in doing them justice. It is true your 
succiess was not complete, yet I think the advantages will he 
great, had the intentions of the enemy not heen mistaken at Monk's 
Comer, you would have had the whole prisoners, and a glorious af- 
fair it would have been. If the enemy continues at Orangeburg, I 
propose to post your Brigade at or near Nelson's Ferry, keeping 
such parties upon the enemy's lines as you may think proper. Gen. 
Sumter I propose to post at Friday's Ferry, and to have all the 
grain removed from the lower to the upper side of the river. If 
this can be effected it will prevent the enemy from taking post there 
unless they hazard every thing, which I think they will not venture 
upon* I bog to have your opinion upon the praclibility of embody- 
ing a certain proportion of the Militia a given time : say four months; 
a standing force will be of great importance to this country for a 
few months to come. Matters are coming to a crisis, in which this 
State is deeply interested, and I am afraid the enemy will take ad- 
vantantage of some critical moment, to ruin our prospects and re- 
cover the advantage they have lost. 1 beg you will consult your 
principal officers on this point and advise me of the result as soon 
as possible. 

I am, sir, with regard, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No, 130.J Sam% McDowell to Cot Wm. Camphell, 

Henrico, July 25, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have no official news ^orth notice, but report says that a Con- 
gress of several great powers in Europe is to meet to settle the 
war ; and I have reasons to believe it, and that America will be in- 
cluded in the treaty. Perhaps Commissioners from this country 
may at this time be appointed (but here I must stop), however I am 
persuaded we shall have peace by next May. On our own exer- 
tions, this campaign, depends our future happiness. We ought, if 
possible, to drive off the enemy or pen them in as small bounds as 
in our power. Hold what wc possess will be strongly insisted on 
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in the treaty. The French have gained great advantages in the 
East Indies, and some in the West Indies. I have only to add my 
be^t vvishes for your future happiness and success in your endeaTon 
for the defence of your country. May they be crowned willi 
honor. 

There are above two thousand men ordered to the southward to 
join Gen. Greena It is talked that Gen. Lawson will have the o& 
fer of the command, as he is very popular with the militia I wUb 
dear sir, (if it would suit you) that you were to have the command 
of them. Washington and Montgomery counties make up part of 
the men, but are to join Gen. Greene*by the nearest route. I wouU 
be glad of a line from you ; if any thing worth notice comes to 
my knowledge you shall have it. I had almost forgot the last par- 
agraph of my letter, but I now subscribe, myself 

Yuur sincere fi-iend, 

SAMUEL McDowell. 



[No, 13 1 .J W. Washington to Col. Richard Hampton, 

Mr. Davison's, July 26, 1781. 

Sir : 

I hope you have been successful in your nocturnal exp^divion. I 
have come to a resolution to cross the river this evening ; I wish 
you to be with mc ; if you cannot, should be obliged to you to send 
all the guides you have, and what intelligence you have collected. 
Let me hear from you before sunset this evening. I am, sir, 

Your very humble servant, 

W WASHINGTON. 



\No, 132. 1 C. Fraser to Mr, Hayne, 

JvLY 26, 1781. 

Sir : 

I am charged by the Comnriandant to inform you, that a council 
of general ofRcers will asseirible to-morrow at teu o'clock, in the 
hall of the province, to try you. I am, &c., 

C. FKASER, Major ot the town. 
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[No. 133r] C Fraser t^ Mr. Hayne. 

Thursday Evenino, July 37, 1781. 
Bir : 

I am ordered by the Commandant to acquaint you, that instead of 
a council of general ofRcers, as is mentioned in my letter of thi^ 
morning, a court of enquiry, composed of four general officers and 
five captains, will be assembled to-morrow at ten o'clock, in the 
province hall, for the purpose of determining under what pcintof 
view you ought to be considered. 

You will immediately be allowed pen, ink and paper ; and any 
person that you choose to appoint, will be permitted to accompany 
you as your council, at the same hour and |>lace. I am, &c., 

C. FRASE R, Major of the town. 



[iVb. 134.J CL FroMtr to Mr. Hayne^ in the Proveat Priiom. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Sunday, July 29, 1781. 
The adjutant of the town will be so good as to go to Col Hayne 
in the provost's prison, and inform him, that, in consequence of the 
court of inquiry held yesterday, and the preceding evening, on his 
account, Lord Rawdon, and the Commandant, Lieut. Col. Nesbit 
Balfour, have resolved upon his execution on Tuesday, the 30th 
iQSt., at six o'clock, for having been found under arms, and em- 
loyed in raising a Regiment to oppose the Bnlish government, 
though be had become a subject, and had accepted the protection of 
that government, after the reduction of Charles Town. 

(Signed) C. FRASER, Major of the town. 



[No. 135.J Itaae Hayme to Lord Rawdon and Col, Balfour, 

Provost, July 29, 1781. 
* My Lord and Sir : 

" On Thursday morning I had the honor of receiving a letter 

horn Major Frazer, by which he informed mc, that a council of 
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general officers would be assembled the next day for my trial ; and 
on the evening of the same day, I received anotber letter from the 
same officer, acquainting me, that instead of that^ a court of inquiry 
"would sit for the purpose of deciding under what point of view I 
ought to be considered. I was also told, that any person whom I 
should appoint, would be permitted to accompany me as my coun- 
sel. Having never entertained any other idea of a court of inqui- 
ry, or heard of any other being formed of it, than of -its serving 
merely to precede a council of war, or some other tribunal, for ex- 
amining the circumstances more fully, except in the case of a spy ; 
and Mr. Jar vis, lieutenant marshal to the provost, not having suc- 
ceeded in finding the person who had been named for my counsel, 
I did not take the pains to summon any witnesses, though it would 
hare been in my power to have produced many ; and 1 presented 
myself before the court without any assistance whatever. When 
I was before that assembly, I was further convinced that I had not 
been deceived in my conjectures. I found that the members of it 
were not sworn, and the witnesses were not examined upon oath; 
and all the members, as well as every person present, might easily 
have perceived, by the questions which I asked, and by the whole 
tenor of my conduct, that I had not the least notion that I was tried 
or examined upon an affair on which my life or death depended. 

"In the case of spies, a court of inquiry is all that can J;>e neces- 
sary, because the simple fact whether the person is or is not a spy, 
is all that can be the object of their researches ; and his having en- 
tered the lines of the enemy's camp or garrison, subjects him to mil- 
itary execution. As that accusation neither is nor can be made 
against me, I humbly conceive that the information I received, that 
the court would make inquiry concerning what point of view I 
ouofht to be considered under, could not be taken as a sufficient no- 
tice of their having an intention to try me then ; but could only be 
thought to signify, that they were to take it into consideration 
whether I ought to be looked upon as a British subject or as an 
American : that in the first case I should undergo a legal and im- 
partial trial ; in the second, I should be set at liberty on my parole. 
Judge then, my lord and sir, of the astonishment I must have been 
in, when I found they had drawn me by surprise into a proceeding 
tending to judgment, without my knowing it to be such; and de- 
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prived me of the ability of making a legal defence, which it would 
have been very easy for me to have done, founded both in law and 
in fact; — when I saw myself destitute of the assistance of counsel 
and of witnesses ; and when they abruptly informed me, that after 
the procedure of the court I was condemned to die, and that in a 
very few days — ^immediately upon receiving this notice, I sent for 
the lawyer whom I had originally chosen for my counsel. I here 
inclose his opinion concerning the legality of the process held against 
me ; and I beg that I may be permitted lo refer myself to him. I 
can assure you with the utmost truth, that I had and have many 
reasons to urge in my defence, if you will grant me the favor of a 
regular trial ; if not, which I cannot however suppose from your 
justice and humanity. I earnestly intreat that my execution may be 
deferred, that I ma^ at least take a last farewell of my children, and 
prepare for the dreadful change. I hope you will return me a speedy 
answer ; and am, with respect, ISAAC HAYNE." 



[No. 136] Answer of Lord Rawdon and Col, Balfour to Col. 
Hayne^s letter of the 29^7* of Jvly^ and delivered on the 30<A, at 
1 o'clock, into the hands of the tovm Major (Fraser.) 

* I have to inform you that your execution is not ordered in con- 
sequence of any sentence from a court of enquiry, but by virtue of 
the authority wiih which the Commander-in-chief in South Carolina 
and the commanding officer in Charles Town are invested. And their 
resolves on this subject are fixed and unchangeahle.' I then begged 
Major Fraser that he would seriously entreat the above said officers 
to grant a respite, that*I might have time to send for my children 
and take of them the last farewell. At three o'clock, the town-ad- 
jutant (Cooper) brought me for answer, that my request was reject- 
ed. On Tuesday, July thirty-one, at one in the morning, the depu- 
ty provost, (Marshal) brought me information — that it was time for 
roe lo prepare for death, as hehad just received orders to that effect, 
and that I was to leave my apartment at five o'clock.* 

In less than half an hour Major Fraser came in and delivered the 
following message : 
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' Colonel Jiayne, I am to acquaint yeu, that in consequence of 4 
peciiion signed by Governor Bull and nrrany more, as also of yoor 
prayer of yesterday, and the humane treatment shown by you to 
the British prisoners whoieil into your hands, you are respited for 
forty-eight houra.' I thanked the commandrng officer for this reft- 
|H(e : this gave me an opportunity of seeing my children. 

The Major had been gone but a few minutes, when he returned 
to tell me that he had forgot part of his message: this was, ' that 
if Gen. Greene should offer to expostulate in my favor, with th« 
commanding officer, from that insiant the respite would cease, and 
I should be ordered for immediate execution.' 

AuoiFST 1, 1781, 3 o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Cooper, the town Adjutant, came in and read to me the fol- 
lowing written message: * Lord Rawdon and Col. Balfour have con- 
sented to grant to Mr. Hayne a respite for forty-eight hours/ My 
answer was, ' that I thanked them/ 1. H. 



LADIES' PETITION FOB COLONEL ISAAC HAYNE. 

[No 137.] To the right TioTiorahle Lord Rawdon^ Commandcr-in^ 
chit*f of his Majesty* s forces in South Carolina , and to Col. Bal- 
four, Commandant at Charles Toum. 

My Lord and Sir : 

We should have reason to reproach ourselves of having omitted 
a proper occasion of manifesting the tenderness peculiarly charac- 
teristic of our sex, if we did not profess ourselves deeply interested 
and affected by the imminent and shocking doom of the most unfor- 
tunate Mr. Hayne, and if we do not entreat you in the most earnest 
manner graciously to avert, prolong or mitigate it We do not even 
think, much less do we intend to imply, in the remotest degree, that 
your sentence is unjust; but we are induced to hope, that every end 
it proposes may bo equally answered, as if carried into execution ; 
for to us it does not appear probable that any whom it is intended 
to influence and deler from similar delinquency, will be encouraged 
with the hope of impunity, by reason of any favor shewn him, as 
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they must surely reflect that it was owing to certain causes and cir- 
cumstances that will not apply to them. We presume to make this 
intercession for him, and to hope that it will not prove fruitless, from 
the knowledge of your dispositions in particular, as vvell as from the 
reflection in general, that humanity is rarely separable from courage,, 
and that the gallant soldier feels as much reluctance to cause, by 
deliberate decrees, the infliction of death on men in cold blood, as he 
does ardour in the day of battle and heat of action to make the 
enemies of his country perish by the sword. He may rtjoice to 
behold his laurels sprinkled with the blood of armed men and re- 
sisting adversaries, but will regret to see them wet with the tears of 
unhappy orphans, mourning the h)3s of a tender, amiable and wor- 
thy parent, executed like a vile and infamous felon 

To the praises, that men who have been witnesses and sharers of 
your dangers and !<ervices in the field, may sound of your military 
virtues and prowess, wo trust you will give the ladii'S occasion to 
add the praises of your milder and softer virtues by furnishing them 
with a striking proof of your clemency and politeness in the pre- 
sent instance. May the unhappy object of our petition owe to that 
clemency and politeness, to our prayers and to his own merits in 
other respects, what you may think him not entitled to if policy and 
justice were not outweighed in his behalf To any other men in 
power thin such as we conceive you both to be, we should eroph)y 
on tlie occasdon more ingenuity and art to dress up and enforce the 
many pathetic and favorable circumstances altending his case, in or- 
der to move your passions and engage your favor, but we think this 
will be needless, and is obviated by your own spontaneous feeluig!>y 
humane considerations and liberal reasonings. Nor shall we dwell 
on his most excellent character, the outrages an<] excesses, and per- 
haps murders prevented by him, to which irnocentand unarmed 
individuals were exposed in an extensive manner; norshall we here 
lay any stress on the most grievous shock his numerous and re- 
spectable connexions must sustain by his death, aggravated by the 
mode of it; nor shall we do mure than remind you of the compli- 
cated distress and sufferings that must befall his young and promi- 
siniT children, to whom perhaps death would be more comfortable 
than the state of orphanage they will be lefi in All these things 
we understand have been already represented , ar.d we are sure will 
8 
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have their due weight with men of your hamane and benevolent 
mifnds. Many of ns have already subscribed to a former petition 
for him, and hope you . will regard our doing it again not as impor- 
tunity, but earnestness ; and we pray nsost fervently that you will 
forever greatly oblige us by not letting us do it in vain. 
We are, my lord and sir, with all respect, 

Your v«ry anxious petitioners and humble servants. 



Gomtdiation en ike easet^ Got. Hayne, enclosed in ku letter to Lord 

Rawdan ajkd Coh Balfour, 

Col. Hayne being detained in the provost's prison, and taken, as 
it is given out, in arras against his Majesty, received from Major 
Fraser, on Thursday night, a notice in these words: 'A court of 
enquiry, composed of four staff-officers and five captains, will as* 
serable to-morrow, at ten in the morning, in the Province Hall, in or- 
der to determine under what point of view you ought to be con- 
sidered.' The court met at the time appointed, and the prisoner 
Blade his appearance. Neither the members nor witnesses were 
upon oath. The prisoner considering it only as a court of enquiry, 
which was held previous to a formal trial, did not avail himself of 
the liberty granted him to employ counsel, nor did he produce any 
witness to ascertain a great number of facts tending to his defence, 
for which, indeed, he was allowed but a very short time. He was 
apprized this morning, that the said Lord and Colonel, on the rising 
of the said court of enquiry, came to the resolution of having the 
said Hayne executed on Thursday, July thirty-»first Query from 
the prisoner : ' Are such proceedings authorized by any law, and i^ 
the subsequent sentence lawful ?' 

ANSWEE. 

I. In the notice given you, that the intention was to examine yoa 
before a court of enquiry, there is not, even according to the rules 
of martial law, a sufficient certainty, nor any expi^ss accusation 
which might be the object of the court's enquiry, or of your defence. 

II. No enemy can be sentenced to death in consequence of 
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any military article, or any other martial process that I know of, 
without a previous trial, except spies, who, hy the articles of war, 
are expressly debarred from that right. 

III. No subject whatever can or ought to be deprived of his life, 
liberty or fortune, unless it be by the unanimous award of his peers, 
and according to the laws of the country. And, to my knowledge, 
there is not a law which can authorize a judgment and sentence like 
that which they ^avc taken upon themselves to pronounce in this 
affair. It is an invariable rule, established by law, that every man 
is to be deemed innocent till his guilt is proved ; that being found 
or taken in arms does not argue criminality so far as to hinder the 
culprit from making his defence, either by proving a commission, 
or upon any other ground ; and that many of those who had taken 
Qp arms have been acquitted upon such proofs. 

IV. In consideration of the principles above adduced, I am posi> 
itively of opinion, ' that taking you in the light of an enemy, (not of 
a spy) the process carried on against you is not lawful ; but if yoa 
are to be considered as a subject, such proceedings militate againit, 
and are diametrically contrary to all laws/ 

(Signed) JOHN COLCOCK. 

Charleston, July*29, 1781. 



PROCLAMATION, 

By Nathaniel Greene^ Esq.j Major General^ Commanding the 
American army in the Southern Department. 

Whereas Col. Isaac Hayne, commanding a Regiment of militia 
in the service of the United States, was taken prisoner by a party 
of British troops, and after a rigorous detention in the Provost's 
prison at Charleston, was condemned and executed on the 4th of tbia 
m9nth, in the most cruel and unjustifiable manner, in open violation of 
the cartel agreed upon between the two armies, for th^ release and 
exchange of all prisoners pf war; and it being no less the duty than 
the inclination of the army to resent every violence offered to the 
good citizens of America, to discountenance all those distinctions 
which they have endeavored to establish, in making a difference m 
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yarious orders of men, fjtind under arms for the support of the 
independence of the United States ; and further considering that 
these violences are committed with a view of terrifying the good 
people, and by that means preventing them from acting in conform- 
ity with their political interests and private inclinations ; and that 
this method of trying and punishing, in conse<]uence of those dis- 
tinctions, is no less opposite to the spirit of the British, than it is in- 
clusive of an unwarrantable infringementof all the laws of humani- 
ty, and the rights of the free citizens of the United States ; from 
these considerations I have thought proper to issue the present pro- 
clamation, expressly to declare, * that it is my intention to make 
reprisals for all such inhuman insults, as often as they shall take 
place.' And whereas the enemy seems willing to expose the small 
number of the deceived and seduced inhabitants, who are attaclicd 
to their interests, if they can but find an opportunity of sacrificing 
the great number that have stood forth in defence of our cause ; I 
farther declare, ' that it is my intention to take the officers of the 
regular forces, and not the seduced inhabitants who have joined 
their army, for the objects of my reprisals.' But while I am de- 
termined to resent every insult that may be offered to the United 
States for having maintained our independence, I cannot hut lament 
the necessity I am under of having recourse to measures so extreme- 
ly wounding to the sentiments of humanity, and so contrary to the 
liberal principles upon which I wish to conduct the war. 

Given at the Head Quarters nt Camden, 26th of August, 1781, 
in the sixth year of American Independence. 

(Signed) NATHANIEL GREENE. 



(The treatment of the prisoners of war taken by the British in South 
Carolina, in the year 1780, is more particularly stated in the two 
following letters ; the first of which was written by Dr. Olyphant, 
director of the American hospitals in the Southern department, on 
the 7th of May, 1781, to Gen. Moultrie, in the following words) : 

You will observe by this month's return the number of sick 
among our people continues great, especially as this is a healthy sea- 
son of the year ; but when the reasons of it are considered, it is not 
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much to be wondered at. Men sent immediately from a sick hos- 
pital on board of prison-ships, and confined to a salt diet, cannot 
possibly recover their health and vigour. This likewise accounts 
for the many deaths. 

I am farther to acquaint you of our convalescents being discharg- 
ed before they are thought fit by our physicians to be dismissed 
under such circumstances. This is directed by Dr. Hayes, the di- 
rector of the general British hospitals, who is commanded, as he in- 
forms me, to do so by the commandant.' 



(The same subject is more particularly stated in a letter address- 
ed to Dr. D. Ramsay by the Hon. Peter Fayssoux, M. D., 
member of the council of the State of South Carolina, who ser- 
ved his country during the late war in the character of chief phy- 
sician to the American hospitals in the Southern department, which 
was in the following words :) 

* Charleston, March 26, 1785. 
' Sir : 

* In compliance with your request, I now send you some of the 
most remarkable facts relative to the treatment the American pri- 
soners, the sick in particular, received, during their captivity in 
Charleston, from the British. The director general having been 
confined by the British, the immediate charge of the American hos- 
pirals devolved on mi?, I can therefore answer for the truth of ihis 
account, as every circumstance was within my own knowledge. 
From the surrender of Charleston to the period of Gen. Gates' de- 
feat, I do not think we had any material cause of complaint. 

* The regulation for the government of the hospital, the sup- 
plies of medicines and diet, were in general prescribed by ourselves 
and acceded to by the British. 

* After the defeat of Gen. Gates our sufferings commenced. Th« 
British appeared to have adopted a different mod^ of conduct to- 
wards their prisoners, arid proceeded from one step to another un- 
til they fully displayed themselves, void of faith, honor or humanity, 
and capable of the most .«8vage acts of barbarity. 

' The unhappy men who belonged to the militia, and were taken 



118 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 

prisoners on Gates' defeat, experienced the first effects of the cruel* 
ty of their new system. 

' These men were conBned on board of pnson^ships, in numbers 
by no means proportioned to the size of the vessels, immediately 
after a march o£ one hundred and twenty miles, in the most sickly 
season of this unhealthy climate. 

' These vessels were in general infected with the Small*Pox ; ve- 
ry few of the prisoners had gone through that disorder. A repre- 
sentation was made to the British Commandant of their situation, 
and permission wai| obtained for one of our Surgeons to inoculate 
them — this was the utmost extent of their humanity — the wretched 
objects were still conBned on board of the prison-ships, and fed on 
•alt provisions, without the least medical aid, or any proper kin I of 
nourishment. The effect thatnaturdly followed, was a SmalUPox 
with a fever of the putrid type ; and to such as survived the Small- 
Pox, a putrid dysentery — and, from these causes, the deaths of a^ 
least one hundred and fifty of the unhappy victims. Such were 
the appearances, and such was the termination of the generality of 
the cases brought to the general hospital after the eruption of the 
Small-Pox — before, the eruption, not a single individual was suffer- 
ed to be brought on shore. If any thing can surpass the above re- 
lation in barbarity, it is the following account : 

* The Continental troops, by the articles of capitulation, were 'to 
be detained prisoners in some place contiguous to Charleston ; the 
barracks were pitched on as the proper place ; this was agreed to 
by both parties. The British, in violation of their solemn compact, 
put these people on board of prisun^ships. Confined in large num- 
bers on board of these vessels, and fed on salt provisions in this cli- 
mate in the months of October and November, they naturally gen- 
erated a putrid fever from the human miasma. This soon became 
highly contagious. The sick brought into the generul hospital from 
the prison-ships, generally died in the course of two or three days, 
inrith all the marks of a highly septic state. Application was made 
to I^r. De Rosette, the British coinmissary of prisoners ; the vast 
inerease of the numbers of dea*hs was pointed out, and he was re- 
quested to have proper steps taken to check the progress of a dis- 
order that threatened to destroy the whole of the prisoners. 

* In oonsequenee of this ap|dicaiion Mr. Fisher, our commissary 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. U9 

of prisoners, and Mr. Fraser, \f^ ho formerly practised physio in this 
country, but then acted as a British deputy commissary , were ov*» 
dered to inspect the State of the prisoners in the vessels. This re- 
port confirmed the truth of what had been advanced — this can be 
proved by a very particular circumstance. My hopes were very 
sanguine that something would be done for the relief of those un- 
happy persons, but they were entirely frustrated by a person from 
whom I did not, and ought not to have expected it. Dr. John 
M'Namara Hays, physician to the British array, a person who had 
been taken by the Americans on the capture of Burgoyne, who 
had received the politest treatment from the Americans when a pri- 
soner, and who had the generosity to acknowledge the usage he 
had met with — this person was ordered to report on the state of the 
prisoners — to my astonishment, I was informed his report was, thai 
the prison-ships were not crowded, perfectly wholesome, and no ap- 
pearance of infectious disorders amongst the prisoners. % 

' I then determined to make one more effort for the relief of these 
unhappy persons — for this purpose I had two of the dead bodies 
kept in the area of the hospital, and, upon Dr. Hays' daily visit to 
our hospital, I marked to him the appearances of the subjects, 
wheso bodies were highly tinged with a yellow suffusion, petechied 
over the breast and trunk, with considerable ecchyraosis from ex- 
travasated or dissolved blood about the neck, breast and upper ex- 
tremities. I inquired if it was possible a doubt could remain ro. 
tpecting the nature of their disorder, and expressed my surprise 
at the report he had made. The words of his reply were, ' that 
the confinement of the prisoners in prison- ships was the great eye- 
sore, and there was no help for that, it must be done.' The disor* 
der in consequence continued until the cold weather ; the number 
of deaths, joined with the number that were compelled by this treat- 
ment to enlist with the British, removed in a great measure the 
cause. Hitherto a nu raider of our prisoners who were tradesmen 
had been permitted to remain in the barracks, or in the city, wher^ 
they were employed by the British — about the month of Janijary 
1781, they were all confined to the barracks, and there British em* 
issarips were very busy among them, to persuade them to enlist in 
their new corps. About the same time a supply of clothing, and 
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80 me money to procure necessaries, arrived from the Congress for 
the use of the prisoners. 

' iMr. Fisher, our commissary, was prevented from distributing 
the clothing, and the prisoners were informed it was a deception, for 
no supplies had arrived for their use. Their motive was, that by 
the complicated distress ol* nakeduess and imprisonment, their pa* 
tience would be exhausted, and enlistment wiih them would ensue. 

• To prevent this, means were found to have several bales of the 
clothing brought to the picquets which inclosed the barracks, and 
in sight of our soldiers ; this measure established the fact 

' Disappointed from this quarter, the British Commandant or his 
ministers determined .to observe no measures but what would ac- 
complish their own purposes. All the soldiers in the barracks, in- 
cluding the convalescents, were paraded and harangued by Fraser, 
the British d(*puty commissary, and one Low, a recruiting ofEcer 
foroK of the British corps. The conclusion of the affair was, that 
such as chose to enlist with the British should leave the ranks, and 
the remainder go on board of (he prison ships. A few who had 
been previously engaged withdrew from the ranks ; the large ma- 
jority that stoo 1 firm, after three different solicitations without effect, 
had this dreadful sentence pronounced by Fraser, ' that they should 
be put <m board of the prison-ships, where they could not expect 
any thing more but to perish miserably ; and that the rations hither- 
to allowed for the support of their wives and children, from that day 
should bo withheld ; the consequence of which would be, they 
must starve in the streets.' 

• Human nature recoiled from so horrid a declaration— for a few 
seconds the unhappy victims seemed stupefied at the dreadful pros- 
pect; a fijloomy and universal silence prevailed. This was follow- 
ed by a loud huzza for Gen. Washington ; death and the prir*on- 
ships was the unanimous determination. 

^ The hospital at this time was reduced to the greatest distress 
imaginable — the sick without clothing, covering, or any necessary 
h^tone pound of beef and bread — very little sugar, no wine, and 
rarely a small allowance of rum. 

• We had no resources, and the Briiish would only furnish ihe ab- 
flolute necessaries of life. The officers of the hospital, on the mild- 
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est representation, were threatened and insulted, frequently prohib- 
ited from visiting the sick, once I remember for three days. 

' It was scarcely possible for men to support such an accumula- 
ted misery ; but when least expected, a relief was administered to 
us. A subscription for the sup[)ort of the sick was filled by people 
of every denomination with amazing rapidity. Several of the la- 
dies of Charleston, laying aside the distinction of whig and tory, 
were instrumental and assiduous in procuring and preparing every 
necessary of clothing and proper nourishmtnt for our poor, worn- 
out and desponding soldiers. 

' Thus, sir, I have furnished you with some of the most material 
occurrences of that unhappy time. I have not exaggerated or writ- 
ten a single circumstance from hatred or prejudice. 1 could furnish 
you with a long detail of crue'ty and distress exercised on individ- 
uals. Major Bocquet's case, exposed in an open boat for twelve 
hours in a violent fever, with a blistering plaster on his back, extend- 
ed at length in the bottom of the boat, then put in the dungeon of 
the Provost with the vilest felons and murJerers, left to languish un- 
der his complaint until his death seemed certain, only rclt*a8ed from 
his confinement from the dread of a just retaliation — the moment 
his recovery seemed probable, again hurried buck to the Provost, 
there to remain until the general exchange released him from their 
power. 

' This instance of severity exercised on an individual, whose 
only crime was a steady attachment to the cause of his country, 
and a determined resolution to keep sacred the solemn oath he had 
taken in its cause, would appear as nothing, were I to enumerate 
the scenes of woe and distress brought on many citizens of this once 
happy country, by British cruelty and unnecessary severity. I am 
Buri^ every breast would be softened, even tears would fall from 
British eyes. ' 

*I am, sir, w^ith esteem, yours, &c. 

« P. FAYSSOUX/ 
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[No. 138.] Cb/. Wm, Camphell to SamH. McDowaU. 

Camp Goode's Briboe, July 28, 1781. 
, Mtf Dear Sir : 

I received your favor by Col. Harrison, and am much obliged to 
you for the hope you give me, that there is a prospect of the war 
being speedily terminated. I pray God that our exertions may be 
Buch under Providence, as will make the end of it happy and hon- 
orable to our country. 

We have been at this place since the 18th inst, without any thing 
to do more than to deter the enemy from coming up into this part 
of the country in small parUes. I do not know how long we may 
continue here, but I expect it will be until the enemy make some 
movement to determine our future operations. 

My command is now much reduced from the expiration of the 
term for which many of the militia were ordered out. I have bat 
about four hundred men at this time. We have not the least news 
here from any quarter. If you get anything interesting, pray be 
60 kind as to communicate it to me. 

You drop a word that it might suit me to take the command of 
the militia who are ordered to ihe southward. I can only say thai 
I shall most cheerfully acquiesce in whatever my country shal) 
please to order tne to do \i} her service ; and just add that I should 
esteem myself peculiarly happy in serving under the officer who 
no\V commands in that department, for whom I have the greatest 
respect an^ veneration, and who has served with so moch glory to 
himself and credit to his country. I have taken the liberty to ad* 
dress a letter to Col. Meredith, in Amherst, and another to Col* 
S3'me to your care. You will please to give them as speedy and 
safe conveyance as you can. Excuse the trouble I 'give you. 

Your sincere friend, 

W. CAMPBELL. 



General Exchange, 

Whereas in pursuance of adequate powers respectively delegar 
ted to us to carry into execution, articles of a cartel made on the 
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3d day of May in the present year, between Captain Cornwallis, on 
the part of Lieut. Gen'l. Earl Cornwallis and Lieut. Col. Carring- 
ton, on the part of Major GenM. Greene, for the exchange and re- 
lief of prisoners of war, taken in the Southern department : We, 
the underwritten, have mutually agreed, that all the militia, prison- 
ers of war, citizens of America, taken by the British arms in the 
Southern department from the first commencement of this present 
war, to the 15th day of this present month of June, shall be imme- 
diately exchanged for all the militia prisoners of war, subjects of 
Great Britain, taken by the American arms in the said department, 
within the above mentioned term. Now public notice is hereby 
given, that all the above mentioned British and American prisonertf, 
wheresoever they may at present be, are hereby declared to be fully, 
absolutely, reciprocally exchanged ; and such of them as are on 
parole within the lines of their respective parties, are hereby de- 
clared to be released therefrom ; and such as are within the towns, 
garrisons, camps, posts or lines of the powers who captured them, 
shall be immediately liberated and permitted to pass without re- 
striction to the party to whom they belong. 

EDMUND M. HYRNE, Dep. Com'y Gen'l. prisoners. 

JAMES FRAZER, Commissary prisoners. 
June 22, 178L 

Orders hy Gen. Marion. — All persons *on parole to the Ameri- 
cans, are ordered within the British lines agreeably to the above. 

F. MARION, Brig. General. 
July 28, 1781. 

\No. 139] Gen, Marion to Col Peter Horry. 

August 1, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

As you arc getting clothing for your men on Continental expense, 

I will be obliged to you to let Sergeant Davis of my Regiment 

have a suit with your men, and suqh other clothing as you see he 

is in want of, and you will particularly oblige. 

Your humble servant, 

F. MARION. 
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[No. 140.] Gen, Wayne to Gen. W. Campbell, 

Dance's Ferrt. NAMAZfNE Creek, ) 
Augusts, 1781, 3 P. M. i 

Dear Sir : 

1 have this moment received orders from the Marquis La Fayette, 
to march towards Frede^^icksburg; the enemy are expected, having 
certainly sailed up the bay. 

You will therefore cross tlie Apomattock at Petersburg, and 
proceed in the most direct route for West Ham, on the James; 
should we have crossed it before you arrive, you'll follow in our 
track. Interim believe me. 

Yours most sincerely, 

ANT»Y. WAYNE. 



( 
[No. 141.] Gov. RuileJgeto Gen. Marian, 

High Hills Santee, Aug. 7, 1781. 
Dear Sir -• 

I am very sorry for the affair at George Town ; I am inclined 
to think tluit if the enemy leave Charles Town, they will force the 
place in the same manner. The orders you have given respeciing 
the inhabitants who have suffered by the destruction of George 
Town are very proper ; it is our duty to alleviate their distresses 
cs much ^s possible. I will speak to Gen. Sumter about adding 
the lower Regiment to your Brigade, and write to you shortly on 
that point. Col. Henderson undertook at Capt. Richardson's to 
get a proper man for Sheriff of Cumden District I will mention 
Kemble to him, and if none bettiT is found, he shall have the ap- 
pointment If your information about the embarkation at Charles 
Town is well founded, I think it is probable that the enemy will 
soon leave this part of the country and goto Town; however, I 
hope we shall not suffer them io do so. I entirely forgot when I 
saw you last, to mention what I intended before we met, that if a 
little hard money, 30 or 35 guineas would be useful for getting 
intelligence or other services, I have that sum ready for you. If 
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yon will let me know by whom it may be sent to you, it shall be. 
I am with ^reat regard, dear sir, 

Your most obe .ient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



\No. 142.] Gen. Greene to Gen. Marian. 

Mr. Ricuardson*s Plantation, Aug. 10th, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

Inclosed I send you a letter from Col. Harden — the express that 
brought it could not find you and therefore brotight it on to camp. 
If it is practicable I wish you to gire support to Col Harden. You 
know the Colonel's force, your own and the enemy's, and will do 
as you may think proper. Your force added to Harden's appear to me 
competent to the business, and if you undertake it you mu.«t move 
with the utmost secresy and cxpcdiiion. However, you are best 
acquainted with the nature and difficulties attending the attempt, 
and must govern yourself accordingly. But it will be of the greatest 
importance to check the enemy in the progress of this business, for 
if they are permitted to pursue it with impunity, they will possess 
themselves of all the rice of the country, and totally dispirit the 
militia. Yourletterof iheSth I have received, and sent more than one 
half of the lead I have. I am in hopes this will answer your pre- 
sent demand ; in a few days we expect a fresh supply ; the lead 
would have come with the powder but for a mistake of one of my 
aids who gave the order. You will see by Col. Harden's letter 
that the enemy have hanged Col. Hayne ; don't take any mea- 
sure in the matter towards retaliation, for I don't intend to retaliate 
on the Tory officers, but the British, It is my intention to demand 
the reasons of the Colonel's being put to death, and if they are un- 
satisfactory, as I am sure they will be, and if they refuse to 
make satisfaction as I suppose they will, to publish my inten- 
tion of giving no quarters to British officers of any rank that fall 
into our hands. Should we attempt to retaliate upon their militia 
officers, I am sure they would persevere in the measures in order 
to increase the animosity between the whigs and tories, that they 
might stand idle spectators and see them butcher each otlier. As 
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I don't wish my intention to be known to the enemy, bat through 
an official channel, and as this will be delayed fbr some few days to 
give our friends in St Aogustine time to get oiF, I wish you not to 
mention the matter to any mortal out of your family. Neither Col. 
Shelby nor Col. Lock have arrived, nor can I tell when they wifl. 
Lieut Col. Lee crossed the Santee a few days ago, and took 15 or 
20 prisoners of the enemy's Horse. Please to let me know whether 
you go to the relief of Col. Harden or not, that I may take some 
other measures, should it be out of your power to succour him. 
I have the honor to be, dear sir, 

Yours most respectfully, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 143. J Geti, Ch-eene to Gen^l, Marion. 

Head Quarters, High Hills Santee, } 

August 13th, 1781. \ 
Dear General : 

By a letter from Col. Parker to Governor Burke, I learn a great 
part of the British troops in Virginia had embarked for New York, 
which is closely besieged by Gen'l. Washington and the French ar- 
ny. The same writer says the British fleet have got another dril- 
ling in the West Indies. If those accounts are true, as no doubt 
they are, the enemy have everything to fear and little to hope in 
Am quarter. You will forward the letter that accompanies this, to 
Col. Balfour as soon as possible. 

With esteem and regard, I am. dear sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 144.] Gov, Rutledge to Gen. Marion. 

High Hills of Santee, Aug. 13, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

We really want a press so much, that I request you will lose tm 
time in getting one andall other requisites for Walter, and send him up 
here with them and his press, that he may go to work as soon as 
possible. It would be best to getthe oil and lampblack where you pro- 
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cure the paper, but if they cannot be got there I am told the latter 
maybe made here, and so may neat's-foot oil, which I suppose will 
answer the purpose. I have heard of Mr. L. D. passing this way, 
be is one of the addressers to Clinton on the reduction of Charles 
Town. I think we should be very cautious how we admit such 
people to join us. I dare say there are many of them who would 
gladly do so, not for our sakes but their own. However, I wish to 
know from you iip<in what footing this man stands in consequence of 
anything which may have passed between you and him. You will 
consider the militia between Charles Town and your Brigade as an- 
Bexed to it, but I would not have any appointment which Gren. Suno* 
tw may have made of officers revoked, while they behave properly. 
The Governor of North Carolina writes, but with what truth I 
know not, that 2500 men had embadked in Virginia for New York, 
which was closely besieged. A man arrived at Camden last Fri- 
day, who landed at James Town in Virginia, with several other 
prisoners of war, who bad gone thither from Charles Town, so 
that we may soon expect to see several of our friends from ihence, 
I request that you will send immediately to Col. Harden, and get 
a full and authentic account of the execution of Col. Hayne, with 
every material circumstance relative to that unhappy affair. I am 
told his son is possessed of copies of letters which passed between 
the Col. and Balfour; pray have them all transmitted to me as quick 
as possible, with that account and copies of Col. Hayne's speech to 
his Regiment, which I understand was the matter laid to his charge, 
and of the petition to the Commandant of Charles Town for his 
pardon, with the names of the petitioners. I ihink of appointing im- 
mediately an ordinary in each District, by whom wills may be pro- 
ved, and letters testamentary, and administration granted, and other 
business within the ordinary jurisdiction transacted, The constitu- 
tion directs that this shall be done and I think it a measure absolute- 
ly necessary for a number of reasons. I wish you wt)uld recom- 
mend proper persons who will undertake the office of ordinary for 
Oeorge Town, Cheraws and Charles Town Districts. Write to 
Col. Harden to do so for Beaufort District 
I am with great regard, dear sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
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\No. 145.J Col Balfour to Gen. Marion. 

« 

Charles Town, Aug. 18, 1781. 

Sir : 

In answer to your letter relative to Mr. Pf»stoll, I must beg leave 
toinfbrm you, that he has iiccn detained for being in arms when up- 
on parole, contrary to the laws of all nations, and the matter with 
the consent of your Commissioners of prisoners referred to Gen. 
Greene. Mr. Ccwper, who was taken the 17th July, and every 
prisoner of war in this town will be libefHted and sent out with a 
flag of truce to-morrow, according to the cartel. Nothing can 
astonish me more than your offering to release a British soldier for 
Mr. Cooper. I presume you must have been furnished with a copy 
of the cartel, and if so, I am truly at a loss to know on what prin- 
ciples any British soldiers can be detained by you; this has been al- 
ready complained of, and if such practices are persevered in, the 
cartel must be at an enJ. I am, sir. 

Your most obd't. servant, 

N BALFOUR. 



[No. I4G J The Officers of the Army to Major Gen. Greene. 

Camp, Southern Army, High Hills ofSantke, 

August 20. 1781. 

The subscribers, commissioned officers .serving in the Southern 
army, beg leave to represent to tlie Hon. Major Gen. Crreeno, that 
they are informed not only by current reports, but by official and 
acknowledged authority, that, contrary to express stipulations in the 
capitulation of Charleston, signed theiwelfih day of May, 1780. a 
number of very respectable inhabitants of that town and others 
were conBued on board ptisofi-ships, and sent to St. Augustine, and 
other ])luccs distant from their homes, families and friends. That 
notwithstanding the general cartel settled fi»r exchange of prisoners 
in the Southern dej)artment, and agreed to the third of May last, 
several officers of militia and otiier gentlemen, subjects of the Uni- 
ted States, have been and still are detained in captivity ; that the 
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commanding officer of the British troops in Charleston, regardless 
of the principles, and even the express tenor of the said cartel, hath 
not only presumed to discriminate between the militia and other 
subjects of the United States prisoners of war, partially determtn* 
ing who were and who were not objects of exchange, but hath even 
dared to execute, in the most ignominious manner, Col. Hayne, of 
the militia of the State of South Carolina, a gentleman amiable in 
character, respectable in his connexions, and of eminent abilities ; 
and this violent act, as cruel as it was unnecessary and unjust, we 
are informed is attempted to be justified by the imputed crime of 
treason, founded upon the unfortunate sufferer's having, in circum- 
stances peculiarly distressing, accepted of what is called a protec- 
tion from the Bntish government. 

If every inhabitant of this country who, being bound by the ten- 
der ties of family connexions, and fettered by domestic embarrass, 
ments, is forced to submit to the misfortune of falling into the hands 
of the enemy, must therefore becoitie a subject of such inhuman 
authority, and if such subjects are liable to be tried by martial law* 
for offences against the said c ivil government of the British nationi 
their situation is truly deplorable ; but we conceive forms of pro- 
tection which are granted one day, and retracted, violated, disclaim^ 
ed or deserted the next, can enjoin no such condition or obligation 
upon persons who accept them. We consider the citizens of Amer- 
ica as independent of the government of Great Britain as those of 
Great Britain are of the United States, or of any other sovereign pow- 
er, and think it just the severities and indulgences to prisoners of 
war ought to be reciprocal. We therefore, with submission beg 
leave to recommend that a strict enquiry be made into the several 
matters mentioned, and if ascertained, that you will be pleased to 
retaliate in the most effectual manner by a similar treatment of 
British subjects which are or may be in your power. 

Permit us to add, that while we seriously lament the necessity of 
such a severe expedient, and commiserate the sufierings to which 
individuals will necessarily be exposed, we are not unmindful that 
saoh a measure may, in its consequences, involve our own lives in 
additional dangers; but we had rather forego temporary distinctions^ 
and commit ourselves to the most desperate situationsi than prose- 
9 
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cute this just and necessary war upon terms so unequal and so dis- 
honorable. 

We are, sir, with the greatest regard, and most respectful senti- 
• . ments of esteem, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants, 
Signed by all the oiRcers of the army. 



{No, 147.] Major Ga'ney to Gen, Marion. 

August 25th, 1781. 
Sir : 

Agreeably to your letter, I grant the truce to continue for twelve 
months betwixt us with this restriction. The property taken by 
the British themselves and confiscated about the country, I cannot 
engage to restore, for that is out of my power to do, but the articles 
' I mean to observe with diligence. I hope your honor will be so 
kind as to send me an answer when you receive this, which answer 
I hope to receive by the the 8th of September ensuing, as I hope 
we do not mean to take advantage of each other, and your compli- 
ance will very much oblige 

Your humble servant, 

MICAJAH GANEY, Major Militia. 



[No, 148.] Gov, Rutledge to Gen, Marion. 

Camden, Sept. 1st, 1781. 
• Dear Sir : 

I have appointed Capt. Richardson to procure indigo and specie 
for public use, and I request that you will give him every assistance 
in your power to aid him in this business, and if he should want an 
escort or any military aid you will be pleased to furnish him with 
what he may require. 

lam, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
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[No, 149 .J Oovemor Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 

AcKERMANs, Sept. 2, 1781. 
Sir : 

You will put your men in two divisions, the first to serve one 
month and be relieved by the second ; such men who are to serve 
should not be given leave of absence on any account whatever, 
except sickness. You will punish any man who shall take, destroy 
or waste any provisions, and such men who may be found spoiling 
the property of any persons, must be taken up and prosecuted as 
felons. Every man who refuses serving when called upon must 
be deemed an enemy and taken prisoner and sent to the Bridsb, and 
a receipt taken for them, and must not be permitted to return. All 
thar property must be taken care of for the use of the State, and no 
part suffered to be conveyed away on any pretence whatever. Such 
private men whom the enemy has paroUed without the faith of an 
officer and a receipt taken is void, and they are liberated by the car- 
tel, and if such men refuse to take arms and do their duty when 
called on, they must be an enemy and must be dealt with accor- 
dingly. Any persons who go to town or the enemy without a per- 
mit from you or an officer, must be treated as carrying intelligence 
to the enemy and suffer accordingly. Any woman who will go to 
town or in the enemy's post without leave, must not be permitted to 
return. Severe examples must be made of all negroes who carry 
any provisions of any kind, aid or assist, or carry any intelligence to 
or for the enemy ; agreeably to the laws of this State all such ne- 
groes shall suffer death. I recommend that particular attention be 
paid to the saving of provisions, and forage must not be given to 
any man for more than two horses (except field officers) who may 
be allowed forage for three, and the commanding officer of the 
Brigade or Division, is allowed six rations. Whenever the enemy 
march in your district in force, you will call out the whole of your 
militia to oppose them, and if too weak you will let me know, and I 
will march to your assistance. You will appoint justices of the 
peace in every district immediately. I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
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[No, 150.] Gov, RuUtdge to GenH. Marion, 

Camden, Sept 2, 1781. 
Dea/r Sir : 

(Jpon overlooking the lis€ of persons wbo addressed G-en. Clinton 

after the surrender of Charles Town, I find the name of B. T ; 

pray is this the person mentioned in Dr. Hyrne's letter to you, which 
the Heriotts brought up to me some time ago, with a letter fVom 
you 1 If so, his case is extremely different from what it was rep- 
resented to me. So much so iiidedd, that I can scarcely believe the 
persons aro the same. 1 therefore suspend giving any orders about 
him until this matter is ascertained, and request to know from you 
per first opportunity, whether this is the man who signed the ad- 
dress or some other person of the same name. 

I am, sir, your most obd'L servant, 

J. RUTLEDCJE. 



[No. 151.] Governor Rutledge to Gen'l Marion, in kis absence to 
Col, Horry or the officer eamman^ding at George Totvn, 

Camden, Sept. 2d, 1781. 
Dear Svr : 

I understand there is at Greorge Town a Mr. W. who I find was 
one of the addressers to Clinton after the surrender of Charles 
Town, and that he has brought a quantity of goods from thence 
with which he is trading at George Town. I really am amazed at 
the impudence of these people to dare after such an atrocious act, 
to come out and reside amongst us without making their application 
to proper authority and knowing whether they would be received 
or not, as if they had really been guilty of no oiFence whatever ; 
though in my opinion, they have acted in the most criminal manner. 
VoT my part, I don't desire to have any of them with us, and will 
not receive any of them, for I should not believe them to be sincere 
even if they pretended to conversion. They only came out to serve 
: their own or the enemy's purpose, and even "if they be sincere," 
jI would not have them for we can do very well without them* 



/ 
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Every one of us should lose all his property for euch in&siotts eon- 
duct I therefore desire that you will immediately have this Mr. 
W. taken and sent up to me under an appropriate guard, and that 
you will make the necessary inquiries, and h,aviog discovered what 
property he has with him or which may be come at, take the whole 
of it; let it consist of what it may, — money* goods, negroes, boats, 
or any other article whatever, and send to me all such as may be 
recovered hither, and dispose of all the rest for the public account ; 
be pleased to inform me per safe hand quickly, what is the result of 
your conduct in consequence of. this order. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[iVb. 162.] Extract of a letter Jrom N* Balfour to Maj, Gen. Greene, 

Chawl£ston, Sept. 3, 1781. 

I come now to that part which has respect to the execution of 
Col. Hayne, cm which I am to inform you it took place by the joint 
order of Lord Rawdon and myself, in consequence of the most ex* 
press directions froln Lord Comwallisto us, in regard to all those 
who should be found in arms, after being at their own request re- 
ceived as subjects, since the capitulation of Charleston and the clear 
conquest of the province in the summer of 1780 ; more especially 
such as should have accepted of commissions, or might distinguish 
themselves in inducing a revolt of the. country. To his lordship 
therefore, as being answerable for this measure, the appeal will 
more properly be made, and on such appeal I mast not doubt, every 
fit satisfaction will be tendered ; but as the thieat in your letter is of a 
nature which may extend its consequences to the most disagreeable 
and serious lengths, I cannot dismiss this subject without some gen- 
m*al remarks, still referring for the particular justification to the opin- 
ion and decision of Lord Cornwallis, immediately under wh<Kn I 
have the honor to act. 

And first I must conceive, without adverting to the particular 
cause of dispute between Great Britain and this country, that, on 
the subjection of any territory, the inhabitants of it owe allegiance 
to the conquering power (in the present case a voluntary acknowl- 
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edgement was given, and consequent protection received ;) and that 
on any account to recede from it, is justly punishable with death, by 
whatever law, either civil or military, is then prevalent. 

To justify retaliation I am convinced you will agree a parity of 
circumstances in all respects is required ; without such every sha* 
dow of justice is removed, and vengeance only points to indiscrim- 
inate horrors. 



[No, 153.] Gov, Ruthd-ge to Oen. Marion. 

CAmd^n, Sept. 3, 1781. 
Sir : 

On full consideration of the matter, I think justice to our friends 
whose wives and families the en^ny have sent out of the State, and 
policy require that we should send into the enemy's lin^s the wives 
and families of all such men as are now with and adhere to the ene~ 
my. I lament the distress which many innocent women and chil- 
dren may probably suffer by this measure, but they must follow 
the fate of their husbands and parents, and blame can only be imps* 
ted to them and to the British commanders, whose conduct on the 
principles of retaliation justifies this step, which all circumstances 
considered, is an indispensable one; You will therefore give the ne- 
cessary orders for enforcing this measure within the district of 
your Brigade, without delay or exception. I am much dissatisfied 
with the present allotment of the several Brigades in this State, and 
think a fourth might be formed to the southward, and that the other 
three might be better divided. I wish you would consider this 
matter well, and give me your sentiments as soon as convenient on 
the best manner of establishing four Brigades. I also request that 
you will furnish me as soon as you can have it made out, with an 
accurate alphabetical list of all persons having property within your 
Brigade who come under the following heads or description, dis- 
tinguishing which heads they i^espectively fall ujider, viz : 1st. Such 
as have held or hold BHtish commissions, remarking what the com- 
mission is. 2d> Such as have gone over and adhere to the British 
government, or whose conduct has manifested them to be notorious 
and dangerous enemies to their country. 3d. British subjects re- 
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siding abroad. Please send oiF an express immediately to Col. 
Harden, with the enclosed. 

I am sir, your humble servant, 
' J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No. 154.] Oev, Rutledge to Cren. Marion. 

September 6, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

In the words, '' send the wives and families of those who are 

with and adhere to the enemy into them,** you'll understand my 

meaning to be, that they be sent into Charles Town, and give orders 

accordingly. Be pleased to send the enclosed (which contains 

a similar explanation of the orders to Col. Harden on that subject) 

to him imnlediately by a trusty person, in haste. 

Yours, &c., 

J. RUTLEDGE. 

The following paper found enclosed in the above (supposed to be 
written ^y Gov. Rutledge) : 

1st. When did you begin and what methods did you take to form 
a party 1 >vhat public measures increased and what decreased your 
force 1 2d. How did you get ammunition, and how support your 
troops 1 3d. What are the particulars of your late action, the pri- 
soners and of your leaving the State after the battle of and 

of your return to it? 4th. How did you defend yourself against 
the enemy 1 5th. What are the methods taken by the British to 
annihilate your foijce 1 house burnings and murders, how many on 
both sides 1 6th. What particular expeditions have you underta- 
ken wu«n alone, and your force when co-operating and your, num- 
bers at different times 1 



[No. 155.J Major. Ganey to Oen* Marion. 

Pee Dee, Sept 8, 1781. 
Sir : 

Your answer of the 5th of September came to hand this day, and 
in perusing the same, I understand that your honor wrote concerning 
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the acquaintance you gave to the North Garoliniatis coneerning our 
truce, which I never received or heard of before ; it has miscar- 
ried by some means or other. My full desire, sir, is to be at peace 
with all parties if they will with me. I am very sorry sir, to acquaint 
your honor, that I am under the disagreeable necessity of complain- 
ing to you of Col. Murphy ; I wrote several orders to him to re- 
store their plunder, which they refused to do— except such as is of 
no service to themselves ; all that is of value they keep, so that I 
found there a stumbling block. The way, just about the time that 
Murphy first broke out and ruined me and broke up, for wbich rea- 
son I first revolted my constancy to my country ; he took some hor- 
ses from me, one of which he has yet in his possession ; then I wrote 
an order and sent to him for said horses which he refused to send 
without I would hunt up and get all his horses that he has lost^ 
which was six or seven head, he says ; and I don't know his hor- 
ses ; I never saw them, and in the like manner they detain several 
horsos and negroes and a number of cows. . I have no reason to 
complain of any of your men, save that same Regiment of Murphy's. 
The list you wrote to me about, you shall faithfully have given up 
very shortly to Col. Irvin's order. 1 am, with respect sir, 

Your very humble servant^ 

MICAJAH GANEY. 



\No, 156.] Extract of a letter from Lieut. Col, Stewart to Earl 

GomwaUis, 

EuTAw, Sept. 9, 1781. 

With particular satisfaction I have the honor to inform your lord- 
ship, that on the 8th inst. I wias attacked by the rebel Cren. Greene 
with all the force he could collect in this province and North Caro- 
lina, and after an obstinate engagement, which lasted near two hours, 
I totally defeated him, and took two six-pounders. 

Soon after I had the honor of writiug your lordship from Thomp- 
son'sy I received information of Gen. Greene's having moved with 
the rebel army towards Camden, and crossed the Wateree near that 
place, and fVom the best intelligence I could collect, ^was on his march 
to Friday's ferry, on the Congarees. 
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Tbe army under my ooinmaiul being much in want of necessa* 
ries, and there being at the same time a convoy with provisions on 
the march from Charles Town» which would necessarily oblige 
me to make a detachment (^, at least, four, hundred men (which at 
that time I could ill a£ibrd, the army being much weakened by sick-^ 
nesfl) to meet the convoy at Martin's, fifty-<six miles from the camp : 
the distance being so great, a smaller Escort was liable to fall by 
the enemy's Cavalry, which are very numerous. 

I therefore thought it advisable to retire by slow marches to the 
Eutaws, where I might have an opp(»rlunity of receiving my sup? 
plies, and disencumber myself from the sick, without risking my 
escorts, or suffer myself to he attacked at a d^advanti^ge,. should 
the en^ny have crossed the Congaree. 

Notwithstanding every exertion being made to gain intelHg^ice 
of Uie enemy's situaJtion, they rendered it impossible, by way-laying 
the bye-paths and passes through the different swamps ; and even 
detained different flags of truce which I had sent on public budness 
on both sides. 

About six o'clock in the morning I received intelligence by two 
deserters, who left Gen. Greene's catnp the preceding evening, about 
seven miles from this place ; and from their report, the rebel army 
consisted 'of near four thousand men, with a numerous bod^ of Cav- 
alry, and four pieces of cannon.'. 

In the mean time I received information by Major Coffin, whom 
I had previously detached with one hundred and forty Infantry and 
fi^y Cavalry, in order to gain intelligence of the enemy, that they 
appeared * in force in his £roht, then about four miles from my camp. 

Finding the enemy in foree so near nie, I determined to fight 
them, though from their numerous Cavalry, seemed to me to be at- 
tended with dangerous consequences^ I immediately formed the line of 
battle, with the right of the army to Eutaw branch, and its left cros- 
sing the road leading te Roaehe's plantation? leaving a corps on a 
commanding situation to cover the Charles Town road, and to act 
occasionally as a reserve. About nine o'clock the action began on 
the right, and soon became general. 

Knowing that the enemy were much superior in numbers, and at 
the same time finding that they attacked with their militia in front, 
induced me not to alter my position, unless I saw a certain advan- 
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tage to be gained by it ; for by moving forwards, I exposed both 
flanks of the army to tbe enemy's Cavalry, which I saw ready 
formed to take that advantage, particularly on the left which 
obliged me to move the reserve to support it* 

^ By an unknown miatake, the left of the line advanced, and 
drove their militia aqd North Carolinians before them ; but unex* 
peet^dly finding the Virginian and Maryland lines ready formed, 
and at the same time receiving a heavy fire, occasioned some con- 
fusion: it was therelbrq necessary to retire a little distance to 
an open field, in order to form, which was ini^ntly done, unde^ 
cover of a heavy well-dire<sted fire from a detachment of New 
York volunteers,' under command of Major Sheridan, whom I had 
previously ordered to take poist in tbe house, to cl^eck the enemy, 
should they attempt to pass it. 

The action was renewed widi great spirit ; but I was sorry to 
find that a three-poonderi posted on the road leading to Roache's, 
had been disabled, and could not be brought off yrhen the left of 
the line retired. 

The right wing of the army being composed of the flank Battal- 
ion, under the command of Major Majoribanks, having repulsed and 
drove everything that attacked them, made a rapid move to their 
left, and attacked the enemy in flank : Upon which they gave way 
in all quarters, leaving behind them two brass six^^pounders, and up- 
wards of two hundred killed on the field of action,- and sixty taken 
prisoners, amongst which is Col. Washington, and from every in- 
formation, about eight hundred wounded, although they contrived 
to carry them ofl* daring the action. The enemy retired with great 
precipitation to a strong situation, about seven miles from the field 
of action, leaving their Cavalry to cover their retreat. The glory 
of the day would have been more complete, had not the want of 
Cavalry prevented me from taking the advantage which the gallant, 
ry of my Infantry threw in my way. I omitted to inform your 
lordship, in its proper place, of the army's having for some time 
been much in want of bread, there b^ng no old corn or mills near 
me : I was therefore under the necessity of sending out rooting 
parties from each corps, wadet an ofiicer, to collect potatoes, every 
morning at daybreak ; and unfortunately, that of the flank Battalion 
and BiifTs having gone too fkr in front, fell into the enemy's hands 
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before tbe action began, wbicb not only weakened my line, but in- 
creased tbeir number of prisoners. 

Since the action, our time has been employed in taking care of 
the wounded ; and finding that the enemy have no intendon to 
make a second attack, I have determined to cover the wounded as^ 
far as Monk's <^mer with the army. 

My particular thanks are due to Lieut. Col. Cruger, who com- 
manded the ffimi line, for his conduct and gallantry during the ac- 
tion i and Lieut. Col. Allen, Majors Dawson, Stewart, Sheridan, 
and Coffin, and to Captains Kelly and Campbell, commanding the 
different corps and detachments ; and every other officer and sol- 
dier fulfilled the separate duties of their stations with great gallant- 
ry^ but to Major Majoribanks, and the flank Battalion under his 
command, I think the honor of the day is greatly du& My warm* 
est praise ia due to Captain Barry, Deputy Adjutant General, Ma- 
jor-Brigade Coxon, Lieut Ranken, Assistant Quarter-Master Gen- 
eral, and to acting Major-of-Brigade Roorback, for the great assist* 
ance they rendered me during the day. 

I hope, my lord, when it is considered such a handful of men^ 
attacked by the united force of Generals Greene, Sumter, Mariouj 
Sumner, and Pickens, and the Legions of Colonels Lee and Wash- 
ington, driving them from the field of battle, and taking the only 
two six-pounders they had, deserve some merits 

Enclosed is 'the return of the killed, wounded, and missing of 
his Majesty's troops. From the number of corps and detachments 
which appear to have been engaged, it may be supposed our force 
is great ; but your lordship will please to observe, that the army 
was much reduc^ by sickness and otherwise. I hope your lord- 
ship will excuse any inaccuracy that maybe in thisv letter, as I have 
been a good deal indisposed by a wound which I received in my 
left elbow, which, though slight, from its situation is troublesome* 
It will give me most singular pleasure, if my condudt meets with 
the approbation of his Majesty, that of your lordship, and my coun- 
try. 

Return, of Killed, Wounded and Missing, 

Three commissioned officers, 6 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 75 rank 
and file, killed ; 16 commissioned officers, 20 Serjeants, 2 drummers, 
313 rank and file wounded; 10 commissipned officers, 15 seijeants, 
8 drummers, 224 rank and file, missing. 
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[No. 157 J WiUiam SmtUon fCommissaryJ to Gfen. Marum. 

Sbptbmbbii 9, 1781. 
Honored Sir : 

I received your orders dated the i3th of tbis ioatniit, and aocord- 
ingly I have senl: A(r. TomlkiBOii with a hogshead of brandy and 
a cask of salt ; th^re is no such thing as getting any gin at all, or 
any kind of spiritB out i^-Oeorge Town. I shall set off tbii week 
to get you some peach brandy and Bome flour* ^» I beg you will 
send for the liquet a# fast as possiblef, iui it is very hird for zoa to 
find an honest man to take care of it Sir, daere is at old Mr. Wta. 
Pavis', one cask of salt» and at Col. Richardson's two <»iska, and 
have enclosed the names of the differ^t men whore the siajt is 8tQk*ed. 
I am, sir^ yours to serve wifli due respect, 

WM.SW1NT0N. 



[No, 156.] Wm. Snow to Mr. BAodes. 

St. James, Santbk, Sept 9, 1781. 
Mr, Rhodei^^Sir : 

You will receive by big Tom, order by Capt Henry Lenod, to 
take any of my negroes for Mr. David Jones, and my sorrel mare, 
yearling, from Robert J^mes, and bring them to me, and for each 
negro you bring or either of them, I will give you five pounds, 
and the same for the yearling mares, and yoW shall be sure of the 
cash. Your '■ ■ I have sent by>hina, the salt and the other thing 
I will endeavor to get by the last of the week, when I ^all expect 
you down wkh Tom, as I have ordered him to assist you with my 
negroes as you will have full power to bring them, for Capt Lenud's 
order is as good as the Qovenior's, for he is a continental officer, ^nd 
I expect you and Mrs. Jones will do what you can for me, as I can't 
come up myself just on account my wife's state of health. First, 
get cousin BiUy to bring Mathias over to your house like on busi- 
ness, then secure him well in Tom's care; th^ fetch Ben from cou- 
sin Stephen's and Ruth at Daniel's ; these negroes, if they are not 
well secured, will get away ; have no m^cy on these negroes or 
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they will decfitve you. If you mean to do anything for me, keep 
your mind very still from black or white until you are ready to set 
off, or th^ negroes will hide out of the 'way. Tom has his orders 
to be still ^' until'' yoii give orders ; there is not the least danger of 
your coming here for there is no party about us, so I depend on yout 
doing this basiness for me as you shall be ^ell rewarded for your 
trouble, and I want to see you very much abotit some of our affairs 
which will be &n advantage to you. My iove to Billy Goddard^ and 
our compliments to family, when I remain 

Your friend and very humbld servant, 

WM.SNOW. 
P.' S. If you say the least about Rul^, she will run off, for she is 
an arch l»toh ; my wife and I beg you will call on Mrs. Owen, she 
wont have to Watt on her over a few days. 
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[No. 159.] Qen. Ghreene to the President of Congress, 

Nbah Febguson's Swamp, Sept 11, 1781. 

In my dispatches of the 25th of August, I informed your excel* 
l^cy, that W6 were on tlie marc?h to Friday's Ferry, with the in- 
tent of forming a junction with the troops of the State and a cotps 
€f( militia that were assembled, and to attack the Engliish army, en- 
camped near M'Leod's F«rry. 

On the 27th, upon onr arrival there, I received advice that the 
enemy had retired. *We passed the river at HowelPs Ferry, and 
our first post was Motte's plantation, Wh6re I learnt that the enemy 
had stopped at Eutaw Springs, about forty miles from us, where 
they had received a reinforcement, and they prepared to establish 
a post there. To dislodge them, I determined to hazard an en- 
gagement, although we were considerably inferior in number. 

We bega.n td march on the 5th of September ; and we advanced 
by small marches, ad well to disguise our intention, as to give time 
to General Marion, who had been detached j to rejoin us; so that 
it was the 7th when we came to BendelPs plantations, within sev- 
enteen miles of the enemy. ' 

We marched to attack the enemy at four o'clock in th^ morning 
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of the 8th. Oar front line was composed of four small Battalions 
of militia, two of North and two of South Carolina ; our second 
line consisted of three small Brigades of Continental troops, one of 
North Carolina, one of Virginia, and one of Maryland ; Lieut. Col. 
Lee, with his Legion, covered our right flank; and Lieut CoL Heo* 
derson, with the State troops, our left. Lieut Col. Washington^ 
with his Cavalry and the Delaware troops, formed the body of re- 
serve. Two three-pounders were in the front of our line, and two 
six-pounders with the second line. The Legion and the State troops 
formed our advanced guard, and were to retreat on our flanks when 
the enemy should form. We marched in this order to the attack. 
The Legion and State troops met with a part of the enemy's Hdrse 
and Foot, about four miles from th^ir camp, and put them to flight 
with flxed bayonets, having killed and wounded many. As we 
thought this was the van of the enemy, our first line was ordered 
to form, and the Legion and State troops to take post on our flanks* 
From this place of action to Eutaw Springs, the whole country is 
covered with wood. The firing began at three miliss.from the Eng- 
lish camp. The milil^a advanced firing, and the advanced posts of 
the enemy Were routed. The fire redoubled ; our oflicers behaved 
with the greatest bravery, and the militia gained much honor by 
their firmness. But the fire of the enemy» who continued to ad- 
vance, being suparipr to our's, the militia were pbliged to, retreat 

The Carolina Brigade, under Gen. Sumner, were ordered to sup- 
port them, and, though not above three motiths raised, behaved no- 
bly. In this moment pf action, the Virginians, under Col. Camp- 
bell, and the MarylanderS) under Col, Williams^ advanced in the 
face of the enemy's fire ; a terrible cannonade, and a shpwer pf 
bullets, overturned all that presented, and the enemy were put to 
the rout. \ 

Lieut. Col. Lee turned his left' flank to the enemy, and charged 
them in the rear, while the troops of Maryland and Virginia charged 
them in the front Col. Hampton, who commanded the troops of 
the State, charged pn part, of whom te madex>ne hundred prison- 
ers. Col. Washington advanced with a carps de reserve upon the 
lefb, where the enemy appeared to prepare again to make resistance, 
and charged them so impetuously with his Cavalry, and a body of 
Infantry, that they had not'time to rally. 
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We continued to pursue the enemy, after having broken tbe|n» 
until we attained their camp. A great number of prisoners fell 
into our hands, and some hundreds of fugitives escaped towards 
Charies Town ; but a party having got into a brick house, three 
stories hig^, and others took post in a pallisadoed garden, their rear 
being covered by springs and hollow ways, the enemy renewed 
-the fight. Lieut Cdl. Washington did his utmost to dislodge them 
from a thick wood, but found it impossible ; his horse was killed 
under him, and himself wounded, and taken' prisoner. Fpur can- 
non were advanced against ^he house, but the fire from it was so 
brisk, that it was impossible to force it, or even to bring on the can- 
non, when the troops were ordered to retteat, and the greatest part 
of the officers and men who served those cannon were either killed 
or wounded. 

Washington having failed in his attack on the left, the Legion 
could not siicceed on the ri^ht ; and seeing our Foot roughly han- 
dled by the enemy's fire, and ouv unmunition almost expended, I 
thought it my duty toshelter them from the fire of the house, being 
persuaded that the enemy could maintain their posts but a few 
hours, and that we should have better play on their retreat, than to 
obstinately persist in dislodging them, which would expose us 
to a considerable loss. 

We collected all our wounded, except those who were too for- 
ward under th^ fire of the house, and we returned to the bank, 
which we occupied m the morning, not finding water any where 
nearer, and our troops having g^eat need of refreshment, after a 
fight which had continued four hours. I left upon the field of bat- 
tle a strong picket 

I shall send Col. Lee and G-en. Marion early to-morrow morning 
between Eutaw and Charles Town, to prevent the reinforcements 
which mtiy come to succour the enemy, or to retard their march, if 
they attempt to retreat, and give room to the army to attack their 
rear guard, and complete our success. We lost tWo pieces of artil- 
lery to the enemy, and we have taken one of theirs. 

The night of the 9th the enemy retired^ leaving more than sev- 
enty ot their wounded behind them, and more than a thousand 
arms, which they had broken and cohcealed in the springs of the 
Eutaw'sj they staved twenty or thirty barrels of rum, and de- 
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stvoyed a large quaotily of prorisiona* which they could not carry 
with them. 

We pursued them as soon as we had notice of their retreat, but 
they joined Major M^Arthur, Gen. Marion and Col. Lee not having^ 
troops enough to hinder them. At our approach they retired to 
Charles Town. We. took five hundred prisonersi including the 
wounded they had left behind \ and I reckon they had not less than 
six hundred killed and wounded. Thefugjtives spread such an alarm^ 
that the enemy burnt their provisions at Dorchester^ and quitted 
their post at Fair I[iawn. A great number of liegroeff and others 
have been employed to throw down trees across th« roads at some 
miles from Charles Town. Nothing but the brick bouse, and thor 
strong post at Eutaw's, hindered the remains of the British arniy 
from falling into our hands. 

We have pursued them to the EutaVs, but could not overtake 
them. We shall rest here one or two days, and then take our old 
position near the heights of Santee. 

I think I owe the victory which I have gained to the brisk use 
the Virginians and Mary landers^ and one purty of the Infantry, made 
of the bayonet I cannot forbear praising llie conduct and courags 
of all my troops. 

(Signed) NATH. GREENE. 

St€Ue of the Continental Troops, 

Killed : One Lieutenant Colonel, 6 Captains, 5 subalterns, 4 Ser- 
jeants, 98 rank and file. Wounded : Two Lieutenant Colonels^ 7 
Captains. 20 Lieutenants, 24 Serjeants, 209 rankand file. Total, 
408 men. 



, BATTLE OF EUTAW. 

[No» 160.] ' Account /umished by Col. Otho WtUiama, toith addi- 
tions by Cols, W. Hampton^ Polky Howard and Watt 

At 4 o'clock in the morning, the American army moved in four 
columns from its bivouac, in the following order : The Sottth Car- 
olina State Troops and Lee*8 Legion,^ formed the advance, under 
command of Col. Henderson. The militia, both of North and 
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SoutH Caroluia« under Marion, moved Qext. Tben ibUowed- tlie 
regulars, under Gen. Sumner; and the rear was closed by Wash- 
ington's Cavalry and Kirkwood's Delawares, under C<d.. Washing- 
ton. The Artillery moved bet^ireen the columns. The troops 
were thus arranged in reference to the order of batUe^ in whieh. 
they were to be formed on th^ Se)d. 

It is an admitted fact, that on the evening of the 7tb, Stewart was 
unapprized of the approach of the American axmy. ' He supposed 
them to be sdll posted .at Laurena\ and the apology which he makes 
for itl^^" that the An^ericans had y^ay«laid theswamps and passes 
in such a manner, as to out off every avenue to intelligence." He 
would have found a better apology in the fiict, that the only patrol 
which appears to have been dispatched up the Con^^aree jroad, had 
be^n entrapped and captured by Col. I^ee, during the . night. So 
entirely secure )iad he felt himself in his position, that an unarmed 
party, under a smiall escort, had been advanced up the river for the 
purpose of collecting the sweet potatoe^ (very generally cultivated 
in this State), to contribute to the subsistence of his army. This 
party, conunonly called a rooting party, eoniusting of about one 
humdred, after advancing about three miles, had pursued a road to 
their right, which led to the plantations ob the river« 

The first intelligence, that Greene 'had apfnroaehed witloa seveu 
miles of his position, was communieated to Stewart by two of the 
North Carolina conscripts, who had deserted early in the>night 
And Captain Coffin, at the bead of his Cavaby, wts advanced, as 
well to recall the rooting party, as to reconnoitre the American poei*' 
tuHi, and ascertain their views. 

The American advance had already p^sed the road' pursued by 
the rooting party, when they were encountered by Coffin ; who 
immediately charged with a confidence which betrayed hits igno- 
rance of its strength, and of the near approach of the main army. 
It required little effort to meet and repulse the British Cavalry ; 
but, the probability that their main army was near at hand to sup- 
port the detachment forbade the measure of a protracted pursuit* 
The firing at- this point drew the rooting pari^ out of the woods, 
and the whole fell into the kanda of the Americans. 

In the meantime time, CoL Stewart had pushed forward a de^ 
tachment of Jnfantry to a mile diataj^t &om the Eutaws, with 
10 ' 
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ders to engage and detain the American troops, while he formed his 
men and prepared for battle. But, Greene, persuaded by the au- 
dacity of Coffin, that the enemy was: at hand, and wishing to have 
time for his raw troops to form with. coolness >nd recollection, halt- 
ed his columns, and after distributing the cpntents of his ^um caska^ 
ordered his men to form in the order for battle. 

The column of militia, when deployed, formed the first line ; the 
South Carolinians, in eqUal divisions, on the right and lef^ and the 
North Carolinians in the centre ; Gen. M^oh commanded the rtght. 
Gen. Pickens thelefl, and Col. Malmady, >( who held a commission 
under North, ^Caroliuajt commanded the centre. Col. Henderson, 
with the State troops, including Sumter's Brigade, covered the left 
of ^his line, and Col. £ioe» with his Legion, die right. 

The column -of regulars also deployed into one line j the North 
Carolinians und^r Qren. Sumner, occupied the right, divided itito 
three Battalixms, dommanded by Cot. Ash, and Majors Armstrong 
and Blunt ; the Mary landers, under Col. Williams, on the left, di- 
vided into two Battalions, comma&ded by Col. Howard and Major 
Hardman ; the Virginians, in the centre, under Command t)f Col, 
Campbell, were also divided into two BattaHons,,led hy Major 
Sneed and Captain Edmonds. The two three-pound^ers, under 
Capt. Lieut. Gaines, moved in the road with the first line, which 
was equally distributed to the right and le^ of at ; and the two six« 
pounders, under Capt Brown, attended the second line, in the 
same order. Col. Washington still moved in the rear in colunm, 
with orders to k^p under cover of the woods, and hold himself in 
rieserve. The relative numbers of the corps that formed the Amer- 
ican second line, were nearly as follows : The North Carolina line, 
350; the Virginians, 350; the Marylanders, 250. Those of the 
militia have been already 'mentioned. The troops of jhe two cover- 
ing parties, and the reserve, make up the tot^l of the regulars be- 
fore stated. ' j . , 

la this order the troops moved forward. The whole country On 
both sides of the road, being in woods, the lines coUld not move 
with much expedition Consistently with preserving their order. The 
woods were not thick, nor the face of the country irregular f it un- 
dulated gently, presenting ^o obstacles to the march, although pro- 
ducing occasional derangements in the connection of the lines. 
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When the fir^t American line reached the ground on which it 
encountered Stewart's advanced parties^ it Was ordered to more on 
in order, .driving the enemy before it. And in .this manner it ad* 
vanced firings while the enemy retreated, and fell into their oT^n line. 

At about two hundred ' yards r^est of the Eutaw Springs, Stew<c 
art had drawn up his troops in on^lin^, extending from the £utaw 
Creek beyond the main Congaree road. The Sutaw Creek efibctu- 
ally covered his right, and his -left, which wsm9 in the military lan- 
guaige, in air, "was supported by Coffin's Cavalry, a^d a respectable 
detachment of Infantry, held in reserve at a convenient distance in 
the rear of the lefb, undercover of the wbod. 

. The ground on which the British an^y was drawn up^ was al- 
together in Wood ; but, et a small distance in the rear of this line, 
was a cleared £eld, extending* west, south and east froth the dwel- 
ling house» and bounded north by the creekibriAed by the Eutaw 
Springs, which is bold, and has a high bank thickly^ bordered with 
brush and low wood* From the house to this bank, extended a 
garden enclosed "with palisadoea, and the windowi^ of the house, 
which was two-storij3s high, with garret rooms, commanded the 
whole circumjacent fieldsi ThjB house was of brick, and abundant- 
« Jy strong to resist small ai'ms, and surrounded with various, offices 
of wood f one particularly,' a barn of some size, lay to the south* 
«ast, a smojl distance . from the principal building. In the open 
ground, to the south and west of the house, was the British encamp- 
ment, the tents of which were left standing. 

The American approach was from the west ; and at a short dis- 
tance from the house^ !n that direction, the road forks, the right 
hand, leading to Charleston, by the wjeiy of .Monk's Corner, the left 
running along the front of the house, by the j^lantadonof Mr. Pat- 
rick Boche, and therefore called, by the British oSicers, Roche's 
. road 'j being that which leads down the river, and through the 
parishes of St. Johns and St Stephens. 

The superiority of hiis enemy in Cavalry, made it necessary 
that Col. Stewart should cast his eye to the EutaW house for re- 
treat and support^ To that, thereibre, he directed the attention of 
Major Sheridan, witk orders, upon the first symptoms of misfor- 
tune, to throw himself into it, smd cover the army from the upper 
windows. Oil his right also^ he had made a similar provision against 
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die pMsibiHty of his linef being compelled to give ground* . In the 
thickets whicli border the creek, Migor Majoribanka, with, three 
hundred <^ his best troops^ was posted, with instruetions to watcjl» 
the flank of die eneny , if ever it should be open to attack. This 
commamlhad aasamed a position havrngsooie obHqnitj to die nnin 
line> Ibrnung^ with an obtase angle. 

The Artilkry of the enenrjr wa» also ,peeted in the nuan 
road. 

. As seen as the skhmishing parties were cleared away ii*OBGi be-' 
tween the two armies, a steady and dei^erafee eon^ct ensued. That 
between the Artillery of the first line,^and that of the enemy, was 
Ueody and obstmate in the extrame ; nor did the American Ardl« 
lezy relax £ot a moment frota firmgor advancing, until both pieces 
were dismounted and disabled. One of the eneiny^s fvac pop.nder8 
had shared the same fste, and the carnage on both sides had been 
equal and severe. 

Nor had the mOitia been wanting in gallantry and pefseverance 
It was with equal astonishment, that both the second line and the 
enemy^ contemplated these, men^ steadily, and without Altering, 
advance with shouts and exhortations into tin hottest of the en^, 
my^s fire, unafibeted by the ebntinua] fall of their coonWes aronnd 
them. Gen. Greene» to express his admiration of the firnm^s ex- 
hibited on this dccasion by the ixulitta, says of' them, -in « letter to 
Steubei^ ^ such eonduct would have graced the vetemns of the 
great king of Prussia.-" But it -was impossible that this cotild^eD- 
dure long, for these men were, all this time> receiving the &re of 
double their number ; their ArtiUety was demolished^ and that of 
the enemy still vomiting destruction on their ranks. They at length 
be^n to hesitate. . ^. 

Governor RutledgO, who wa& anxiously attending;' the event of 
thb battle, a few miles in the rear, wrote to the South Carolitta del- 
egates, that the militia fired ' seventeen rounds before they retii%d. 
That distrust of their own immediate commanders, which militia 
are too apt to be affected with, niever produced, au emotion where 
Marion and Pickens commanded, ' 

Oen. Sumner was then ordered to support tJiem. This was done 
whh the utmost p»«>pt»e»,«>><r the b^.a««» aged with i«. 
Ambled fury. In speaking of General Sunseer's ''command, G«n. 
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Greene obtiervef, *' that lie was at a losis wbich most to adoHre* tke 
gallaDtry of the officers or the good conduct of the isien." 

On the adyanoe bf Cren. Sumner's command, Col. Stewart had 
brought up, the In&ntry of his reserve into line c^n his left, »nd the 
struggle was obstinately maintaineS between fresh troop<^ on both 
fiides. 

From the first commencement of ^the action^ the Infamy of the 
American covering parties, on the right .and left, had been steadilj 
engaged. The Cavalry of the Legion, by being on the American 
right, had been enajiled to withdraw into the woods and attend on 
its Infantry, without being at all exposed lb the ^^my's fire, ont 
the State Troops uiKler Hendersoii had hee» in the most exposed 
situatioB on the field. The Amef lean right, with the addition of 
the Legion In&ntry, had extended beyond .the British left. But 
ifae Am^can^ left fell far short of the British right ; and the x;onse- 
^uence was that the State Troops were exposed to the oblique &p9 
of a large prop<n*tion o£ the '- British ri^t, and particdariy of the 
Battalion commanded by Sfajoribanks. Never was the conslaJicy 
of a party of men more severely tried. Henderson solicited perf 
mission to charge them, and extricate himself from their gallifig 
fire, but his protection oould aot be spared from the Ardliery or 
the militia. At leagth he rec^ved a wound which disabled him 
ipom keeping his horse, and a momeatKrv hesitation in his troops 
was produced by the ahock. The exertions of Col. Wade jEIamp- 
ton, who succeeded to the command, aided by those of Col. Folk 
and Middleton, proved successful in restoring them to confidence 
and order, and they resumed their station in pprfect tranquility. 

In the mean time thii^s w«re assuming important changes along 
^e front line. Sui^fmer's Brigade, after sustaining for some time^ a 
fire superior to tlieir own in the:.ratio of the greater numbers op- 
posed to thebi, at length yielded, and fell back. .The British le&, 
elated at the prospect, sprang forward as to certain conquest, and 
their line became deranged. This was exactly the incndent lor which 
the American com malider was anxiously Watching, and the. next 
moment produced the movement for availing himself of it. CoL 
Williams now remaned in command of the second line. "Let 
Williams advance and sweep ^e fidd with his bayonets^" was the 
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order delivered to a gentleman of medical staff, wbo acted the sur- 
geon, the aid, and the soldier, indifferently, as occsLsion required* 

Never was order obeyed with more alacrity ; the two Brigades 
received it with a shout ; emulous to wipe away the recollections 
of Hebkirk's Hill, they advanced with a spirit expressive of the 
impatience with which they had hitherto been passive spectators of 
the action. When approached within forty yards of the enemy, 
the Virginijins delivered a destructive fire, '^and the whole second 
line, with trailed arms, vi,nd an animated pace, advanced, to the 
charge. Until this period their progress had been in the midst of 
showers of grape, and under a stream of fire from the line opposed 
to them. But ^ye-witnessesliave asserted, that the rpll of the drum, 
and the shouts which followed it, drew ev^y eye upon them alone; 
and a momentary pause in the action, a suspension by mutual con- 
sent, appeared to withdraw both armies from a sense of personal 
danger, to fix their attention upon this impending conflict. It may 
well be supposed with what breathless expectation the Southern 
commapder bung upon a movei^ent .on which all his hopes de- 
pended. Had it failed, he must have reUred under cover of his 
Cavalry. 

Under the approach of the second line, the advanced left of the 
British army had commenced a retrograde movement, in sqme dis- 
order. This Was confirmed:^ by the good conduct of Col. Lee. 
The Legion Infantry had steadily maintained its order in its posi-. 
tion on the extreme right ; and the advance of the British left b'av- 
ing exposed its flank, the Legion Infantry were promptly wheeled, 
and poured in upon them a destructive enfilading fire ; then joining 
in the charge, the British left wing was thrown into irretrievable 
disorder. But their centre and right still remained ; -greatly out- 
numbering the assailing party) and awaiting the impending chiarge 
with unshaken constancy. 

If th^ two lines on this occasion, did not actually come to the mu- 
tual thrust of the bayonet, it must be acknowledged, that no troops 
ever came hearer. They are said to have been so near, that their 
bayonets clashed' and the officers sprang at each other with their 
swords, before the enemy actually broke away. > 

But, the scales of victory, fortunately for man, are never loiig in 
equipoise on these ocoaaions. 
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In this instance^ the left of the Bridsh centre appear to have been 
pressed upon, and fbrced back by their own fugitiTes, BSid began to 
give way from lef\ to right. At that moment, the M^^landers de- 
livered their fire, and along their whole front the enemy yielded. 

The shouts 6f victory resounded through the American line, af- 
fording a gleam of consolation tp many a brave man, bleeding and 
expiring on the field.* Among these was the gallant Campbell, who 
received a ball in the breast during this onset 
, The victory was now deemed certain; but, many joined in the 
shouts of victory who were still destined to bleed. The carnage 
aniong the Americans had but commenced ; it was in the effort to 
prevent the enemy from rallying, and to cut him off from the brick 
house, which was all that remained to compel the army to surrender, 
that their great loss was sustained. > 

A pursuing army is always impeded by the effort that is neces- 
sary to maintain its.. own order; while, whether from terror, for 
safety, or for rallying the speed of the fugitive, is unrestrained. 
Hence, Cavalry are the military means foe rendering disorder irre- 
trievable. It is. obvious, that at this pointof time, the Legion Cav- 
alry might have been turned upon the British left with very great 
effect. Their position wa^' highly favorable, to such a movement, 
and th^r Infantry Was close up with the enemy to afford' support. 
Why this was was not done, has never been explained ;. we can 
only conjecture, that it was poe^nted by one or both of two cau- 
ses known to have existed on that day.* Col. Lee was generally 
absent from it during the actioi^, and bestowing his attention upon 
the progress of his Infantry ; and Captain CofSn was in that quar- 
ter, attending on. the retreat of the British left. Coffin's force was, 
probably, superior to thatoif Lee in Cavalry; whether so superior 
as to justify the latter's not attempting the charge ii^ the presence 
of the British Cavalry, although supported by that of his own In- 
fantry, could only have bee^ decided by the attempt 

At'this stage of the battle,' Majoribanks still stood firm in the 
thickets that covered him ; and, as the British line extended consid* 
erably beyond the American left, their extreme right still manifested 
a reluctance to retire; and as their left had. first given way, and yields 
ed now without resistance, the two armies performed together a 
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half wheel, which 4yrought than into the open ground towal^ds the 
front of the house. 

Oea. Greene now saw thq.t Majoribanks' must be dislodged, or 
the Maryland flank would soon be exposed to his fire, and the con- 
flict in thilt quarter renewed under his protection. Thece^orcj or- 
ders were dispatched to Wafihington, to pass the American left -and 
charge the enemy's right. The ordeir was pronoptly obeyed, and 
galloping through the woods, Washington >was soon in action. Bad 
he had the good fortune to have taken on Rirkwoodl's Infantry be- 
hind hii^ men, all would havegon^ well; to have been detained by 
their march, would have been inconsistent w4th his general feel*- 

Coh Hampton; at the same time, reoeiv-ed orders to co-operata 
with Col. Washington; and the rapid /movement which he made 
to the creek, in ord^ to fall, in upon Washington's left, probably 
hastened the forward movement of the latter. Qn reaching ^ 
ftont of Mi^oribanks, and before Hamf ton had joined him, Wash- 
ington attempted a charge, bat it was impossible for his Cavalry to 
penetrate the thidut. He then discovered thatdiere was an inter- 
val between the British right and the creek, by which he was in 
hopes to succeed in gaining their fean With this view, he ordered 
his troop to wheel by sections to the left^ and thus, broilght nearly 
all his officers next to the enemy, while he attempted to pass their 
front, A deadly khd well directed fire, delivered at that instant, 
lyounded or brought to the ground many of his men and hoi^ses, 
and every officer except two. - < 

The field of battle was, at this instant, rich in the. dreadftil see- 
nery which disfigures such a picture. On the leftj Washington's 
Cavalry, routed and flying, horses plunging ar they died, or cour-* 
. Sing the field without their riders, while the enemy with poised bayo- 
net, issued from the thicket, upon the Wounded or unhorsed ridor. 
In the fore- ground, Hampton covering and collecting the scattered ' 
Cavalry, while Kirkwood, with his bayonets, rushed furiously to 
revenge their fall, and a road strewed with the bodies of Qiep and 
horses, aivd the fragments of disiliounted Artillery. Beyond these, 
H scene of indescribable confusion, view;^d over the whole Ameri- 
can line advancing rapidly, and in order : And, on the right, Hen- 
derson borne off in the arnis of his soldiers, and Campbell sustdin- 



irw 



THE AMBRICAK HEVOLUTION. 



153 



ed in 1u8 saddl« by a brave 4ion, wbo had lOHgbt glory at bis faitli^ 
er's side. 

Nothii^ could exceed the eoQStamatioQ i^pread at tbiti time 
dirougb the BntSsb ground of encfMnpoo^it Every thing was 
given up for lost, the commissaries d^troyed their stores, the nu- 
zperous retainers of the army, mostly loyalists and xleserter^i,^ wlw 
dreaded falling into the hands of the Americans, leaping on th« 
finst horse diey could command, ^crowded the reads and Spread 
^krm te the very gates of Charleston. The stores en the road were 
set fire to, and ^e mad itself ebstnltoted by. the filing of trees, ftr 
miles, across it; . - ' 

Lieut Q-ordon, and Cornet Simmons, were the only two of Wash- 
ington's officers who could return iht6 aetion. - The C<^nel him.'- 
self had his horse ehot under him, and his Hfe saved by the mter* 
poritiooof a Bnl;i8li officer. ;. The melancholy group of wounded 
men and officers, who soon presented themsdyes to the Oeneral^i 
view^ oomvinoed hin% of the severity of hia misfortune ; but, he had 
not yet been made acquainted with the full extent of it 

The survivors oi Washington'js command being rallied^ united 
themselves to Hampton's, and were again led up to the charge upon 
Majoribanks, but without^ success. That o^Scer was then retiring 
before Kirkwood, still holding to the thickets, and making -for a new 
positiqn, with his rear to the creek, and his \e£t resting on the pali« 
sadoed garden. By thkt txctue Sheridan had thrown hinnelf into ' 
the house, and some of the routed compames from the left had made 
good their retreat into ^e picketted garden ; from the int^vals of 
which, they could direct their fire with security ^and effect The 
wh<Je British line was now flying before the American bayonet 
The latter pressed closely upon their heels, made nmny prisoners^ . 
and mig^t have cut of^ the retreat of the rest, or entered pell-mell ** 
wkh ti^m i^to. the hp^u4e, but for one of theee^occurrences, which 
have oftei\^natehe<J victory from the grasp of a f>ursuing enemy. 

The retreat of the British army lay directly through their en- 
campment, where the tents were all standing, aifd presented many 
ol:yeets to tempt a thirsty, naked and fatigued eoldierjr to acts of in- 
^bordination. ' Nor' was the conce9.hnent afforded by. the tents tft 
this time a trivial ^onisderation, for the fire from the windows of 
ihe house was galling and destruc^e, and no cover fhem it was 
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anywhere to be found except among tb^ tents, or behind tbe build- 
ing to tbe left of tbe front of tbe boupe. 

Here it was that tbe American line got into irretrievable confa* 
sion. . When their officers had proceeded beyond the encampment, 
they found themselTes nearly abandone^i by their '8oldie>s, and the 
sole marks for tbe party who now poured their fire fro|xi the win- 
dows of th^ house. ' 

From the bahei^l effects of passing through tbe encampment, 
only a few corps escaped* Of this number, the Legion Infkntry 
appears to have been one, ., Being far oil the American right, it di- 
rected its movements with a view to securing the advantage of be* 
ing covered by the barn ; and tbe narrow escape of tbe British ar- 
my, is sufficiently attested by tjie fact, that this corps was very near 
entering the house pei}-mell .with the fugitives- It^ was only by 
closing tbe door in the face of some of their own officers and men, that 
it was prevented ; and in retiring from the fire of tbe house, the pii- 
Boners taken at the door, were interposed as a shield to -tbe life o^ 
their captors. ■ / 

Everything now combined to blast tbe prospects of the Ameri- 
ean Commander. The fire from the house showered down destruc- 
tion upon the American officers ; and the men, unconseiQus or un^ 
mindful ^l consequences, perhaps thinking tbe victory secure, and 
bent on the immediate fruijdon of its advantages, dispersing among 
tbe tents, fastened upon tbe liquors aiid refreshments they afforded, 
«nd became utterly unmanageable. . ^ ' 

Majoribaaks and Coffin, watchful of every advantage, now made 
simultatneous- movements ; the former from bis thicket on the left, and 
tbe latter from the wood on tbe right of the American line. G;en.. 
; Yj^reene soon perceived the evil that threatened him, and not doubting 
"** but bis Jnfantry, whose disorderly conduct he was not yet made ac- 
quaintedwith, would imtnediately dispose of Majoribanks, dispatched 
Capt. !l^endleton with orders for tbe Legion Cavalry to fall upon 
Coffin and repulse hhn. 

We will give the result in Captain Pendleton's own language ; 
" Wben'Coffiij's Cavalry came out, Gen. Greene seirt me to Col. 
I/ee; with orders to attack him. When I went to tbe corps Lee 
was not there, and the order was delivered to Major Egleston, the 
next in command, .who made^the attack -without succesi»«" ^' Tbe 
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tfuth is, Col. Lee was very little, *if -at all, with hiSM)Wii corps after 
the eoemy fled. He took some dragoons with him, as I was in- 
formed, and rode about the field, ^giving orders airi directions, in a 
manner thfe General did not approre of. Gen; Greene was, appa- 
rently, disappointed when I informed him Col. Lee was not with 
his Cavalry, and that I had delivered the order to Major Eg- 
leston." 

By this time Gen. Greene, being made acquainted with the ex- 
tent of his inisfortune, ordered a retreat. 

Coffin, who certiaanly proved himself a brave and active officer 
on this day, had no sooner repulsed the Legion Cavalry, than he 
hastened on to charge the rear of the Americans, now dispersed 
among the tents. Ccd. Hampton had been ordered up to the roa^ 
to cover the retreat, at the same time the order was issued to effect 
it, and now charged upon Coffin with a vigour that was not to be 
t-esisted. Coffin met him with firmness, and a sharp conflict, hand 
to hand, was for a while maintained. But Coffin was obliged to r^ 
tire, and in the ardotir of pursuit, the American Cavalry approach- 
ed saneUr Majoribanks, and the picketted garden, as to receive from 
them a fatally destructive fire. Cpl. Polkj who commanded Hamp- 
ton's left, and was, of consequence, directly under its influence, de- 
scribesrit by declaring '* that he thought every man killed but him- 
self." Col. Hampton then rallied his scattered Cavalry, and re- 
sumed his station in the border of the wood. - But before this could 
be effected, Majoribanks had taketi advantage of the opening mad» 
by his* fire, to perform another gallant action) which was decisive 
of the fortune of the day. • -' . • 

The Artilleiy of the second line had followed on, as rapidly asit 
could, upon the track of the pursuit, and, together with two six- 
pounders abandoned by the enemy in their flightv had been broug^it "** 
up to batter the hotise. Unfortunately, in the ardour to discharge t^ 
a pressing duty, the pieces had been run into the open field, so near 
as to be commanded by the fire from the house. The piec€!s had 
scarcely, opened their fire,^ when the pressing danger which threat- 
ened the party in the house, and, consequently the whole army, 
drew all the fire from the wicdows upon the Artillerists, and it very 
scion killed or disabled nearly the whole of them. And Majori- 
banks who no sooner disembarrassed of Hlunpton's Cavalry, than he 



IM DOCUMENTARY HXST(»tY OF 

fldlied into the fidd, Mued the pieces, aodlmiried tliem inider th« ^ 
ver of the hooae. Thea b&ag re-ulbrced by partieB from thegar- 
iea aod the hoiue, ^e charged among the AmericaDS, now d\sfe^ 
fled among the tents, and drove thera befiire him. The A meric an 
. army, however, soon mlUed, after readiiiig the cover of the woodi 
and their enemy was too much crippled to venture beyond tbe co- 
ver of the house. 

Gen. Ghreene halted on the ground only long enough to collect 
* his wounded ; all of whom, except thoee who jiad fallen under 
cover of the fire from the house, he brought off; and having made 
anwigemettts for burying the dead, and 1^ a attong picket, under 
CoL Hampton, on die. fields he.^thdrew his army to BurdelFsj se- 
ven miles distant At no near^ point could water be fbnnd ade- 
quate to the comforts of the army. 

Both parties daimed, on this occasion a complete victory ; but 
th^re is no difficulty in deciding the ijuestion between them, upcm 
the plainest principles. The British army was chased from the 
field at the point of the bayotiet. and took refuge in a fortress ; the 
Americans w^e repulsed from that fortress. Aj^, but for the de- 
^noraliziog effect of possessing themselves of the Britidi tents, the 
cover of the ham presented the means a£ fbrci^ or firing the house 
with certainty, and reducing the whole to eubmissien. 

But if further evidence of victory than driving the enemy from 
the field, occupying his position, and plundering his camp, be re- 
quired, it is found in the events of the stieceeding day. 

M'Arthur was called up from Cairlawn to cover QmL Stewait's 
' retreat ; and leaving seventy of his wounded to. his enemy, and 
many of his dead unburied ; breakiiig the s^ks <^ one thousand, 
stand of arms, and casting thera ii|to- the spring ; destroying hia 
^ stores. And then moving off {»*ecipiCately, he fell bade, and r^xeated 
to Fairlawn. The possession of the American Artillery, was the 
strong ground on whic^ the British founded theu* claim to victay. 
Bilt in this the trophies were divided, for one of die enemy's pieces, 
ike four pottn4«' thaf was disabled on the field, was carried off by 
the Americans, and the two othera were fairly in tjieir hands, and 
would have been secured, had they not been brought up, througli 
the officious zeal<of some^f the staff of the army, to attack their 
prior owtiera. 
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On the other hanfd, the enemy tbok-no prioonere, exeept about 
forty wounded, whilst t^e Amencans made five hundred priscm- 
era, including the derenty whro were abiandoned wheto the enemy 
retreated* 

But the beist criterion of yiotory is to b^ found in conseqiienceff ; *• 
«nd here the evidence is altogether on the American side. For 
the enemy abandoned his poffltion, relinquished the couiltry it com* 
manded, and although largely re-enforced, ^fill retired^ when the 
Americans ajrariced wtthin five miles of him, to Ferguson's 
Swamp, where he had first halted. 

It was Gen. Greene's inten^cni \o hare renewed t^e action the 
pes: t day 1 and in hopes 4o prevent a juiEtctioh with M' Arthur, Lee 
and Marion had been detached to watch the line of eommunicadon 
between the Butaws aikl Fairlawn. By the simultanebus move'* 
ments of the two'corps, so as to meet at mid-dktance and out num* 
ber Marion, their junction and retreat was effectually secured. This 
was the evening of the dsiy after the battle* Qeh. Greene pressed 
the pursuit on the road to Gharieston, during the whole of one day ; 
> but, finding that Col. Stewart still retired before him, and being now 
left at liberty to watch the'mav^nents of Lord Comwallis, and 
his wounded ftnc) prisoners requiring attention, he resolved to retire 
again to the High Hills af Santee. 



Names qf ^e con^imenUil commissioned t^fieers hilled and toounded 
in the action of Eutaw^ the Btk of September^ 17-8 1. 

' Maryland Brigade.<-*Captains Dobson and Edgerly, Lieutenants 
I>ewaH a^d Gould, 1d1 led. Lieut. Col Howard, Captain Gibson, 
Capt Lieut. Hugbn, Lieutenants Ewing, Woolford and Lynn, En- 
sign Moore, wounded. . 

Virginia Brig^d^. — Lieixt Col. Campbell, Capt Oldham^ Lieut. 
Wilson, killed. Captains Edmonds and Morgan, Lieiltenants MiU 
ler and Jonitt^ wounded. 

North Carolina Brigad^. — Captiuns Goodman, Goodwin /and 
Potterfield, Lieut. Dillon, killed. Capt. Hadley, Lieutenants Dix( 
en, Andrews and Dudley, Ensigito Lamb and Moore, wpunded. 
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South Carolina line. — Lieut. Col. Henderson, woundedr Cav- 
alry : Lieut Col; Washington, wounded and prisoner of war ; 
Capt Watts, Lieutenants Gdrdon, Simons, King s^nd Steward, Mr. 
Carlisle, volunteer, killed. Artillery : Capt. Lieut Finn, wound- 
• ed ; Lieut. Carson, wounded mortally ; Lieut. Drew, wounded ; 
Lieut. M'Gurrie, wounded and prisoner of war. Legion Infantry : 
Lieut. Manning, wounded j Mr. Carringtdn, volunteer, wounded. 
O. H. Williams, D. A. G. ^ 

- South Carolina State Oificers.-— Major Rutherford, Lieut. Folk* 
Adjutant Lush, killed. Lieut Col. Henderson, cominanding Brig- 
ade, Lieut CoL Middleton, Captains Moore, - Giles, N, Martin 
and Cowan, Lieutenants Erskine, Culpeper, Hammond and Spra- 
gins, wounded. ^ 

South Carolina Militia. -*-Brig. Gen. Piekens, LieUt Col. Horry, 
Captains G^ and F^gee, Lieutenant Boon, woui)ded« .Lieutenants 
Holmes and Simons, killed* 



[No. 161.] Capt William Richardsa* to Oen* Marion. 

Mexico Flaktation, Sept 12, 1781. • 
Dear Sir: 

The Governor sent me on the business of pqr6hasing all the In- 
digo in the State, and to obtain an account of all the provisions on 
the rivers, with- directions to apply to you for a party to go on this 
business, and to'^scort two wagons down to Strawberry to fetch 
up some things from thence. Capt Lesesne, with, a small party, 
on my application to him, assisted "^e three days ingettLi^g Indigo, 
but his anxiety to be with you and fears of a rebuke, induced him 
to leave me, which puts a stop to. my progress ; for without a party 
I apprehend great difficulties may arise ; people are not inclined to 
part with Indigo op the public security, so that I f<*a^ I shall be re- 
duced to thp necessity of impressing ; in that case a party will be 
absolutely necessary) therefore request you will be so obliging as 
to let Capt. Lesesne, with a small party, assist me in this business, 
and your advice whether it will be safe to send. the wagon down to 
Strawbwry for the Governor's things ^t this critical juncture ; they 
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are now waiting at Murray's Ferry, and will there remain till I re- 
ceive your orders. I most siiicercly congratulate you on your suc- 
cess on Saturday last. Report says your militia behaved like old 
veterans. I am, sir, 

Toiir most obedient humbly servant, 

WM. RICHARDSON. 



\No, 165.| Qav. RiUUige to Gen. Marion. 

Ooi^rGAitEE, Sept. 14, 1781. 
Dear Sir : . ^ 

Upon consideration 6f the matter, it appiears'to me that the en- 
closed allotment of your Brigades is the best that can be made. I 
wish to know from you as soon as possible,, whether you are of the 
same opinion, or whether you would recommend that any and which 
Regiment should be thrown into different Brigades than they are in 
according to this allotment, for I wish to have the several Regiments 
*" throughout thi& State properly brigaded, the militia classed and 
draughted, the Regiments properly and fully ofiicered, and such 
other regulations established as may be most expedient for render- 
ing the militia serviceable, I shall expect to hear from you in an. 
swer to this letter and several others lately wrote you, as soon as the 
busy scenes in which yOii are now engaged will allow you leisure 
for that purpose. I am, sir. 

Your yefy humble servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 

P# S. Since writing the above, I have received yours of the 3d 
instant I am sorry to find that the Southward militia behaved ill. 
I hope, however. We shall soon reform them ; we must endeavor to 
have them better officered. - Pray recommend (if you can) some 
good man on the west side of Santee River, for Ordinary of Charles 
Town District, who will not be afraid to undertake the office. . I 
presume such a man may be found near Santee River, as he will be 
under your wing and sAfe. I wish to mak^ this appointment as soon 
as possible, havings fixed on proper, persons for all the other Districts, 
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therefore let me know if you please as -tfoon as c(»ivement, wbom 
you recoDuaaeBd for this district. - * 

I aix^ dear mr, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No. 163.J Oov. BMdedge to Gen. Marian. 

- V 

Se^tbhbbr 14, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

I had thought of reqUASting Col. Mayham to accept the office of 
Ordinary for ChaHes I'own District, but it is necessary thatf the 
Ordinary should reside in the district fbr'vhieh he is -to act, and I 
was told Col. Mayham resided on the east side of Santee,1but since 
my letter to you of this morning, I understand he lives on. the west 
Ade andfoi^equently in Charles Town Di8trict;.you need not there- 
fore take the' trouble of lookingrout for a proper man for that dis- 
trict, as I shall appoint, him and will in a few days send g. commis* 
sion to him which I hope he will accept, as. it will not interfere ^th 
his militia duty. I am, sir, . 

Your obedient serVant^ . ( 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



' / 



[No: 164.] Gm. Marion to Gel. Peter Horry. 

September, 14, 1781.' 
Dear Sir : . ' 

Yours of the 7th and 8th inst. came to hand last night It is en- 
tirely out my power to pay any attention to the tories> as I have not 
one. sixth of the men out, that oughts be this mon&. Enclosed is an 
order for the leather; I had wrote you formerly that all saddles, arms 
and horses may b^ taken fron) such men as have giVen «ubstitutes* 
I am sorry to find you have So few men mounte^ and accoutred. I 
was in hopes to have had a troop at least in aetion. I have been 
so ha:rrassed that neither my horses. or men can move. In the ac- 
tion of the 8th instwthd en^my lost at least one thousakid menr-up- 
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wards of five huadred are prisoners. Our loss is one hundred and 
sixty-fiye killed, wounded and.misaing. Col. Washington fell in 
the enemy's hands by accident, having his hors^ killed which fell on 
him. - Col. Campbell, of the Virginian linfe, was killed ; Gen. Pick. 

' ens slightly wounded ; Col. Henderson through the leg ; Lieut. , 
Col. Hugh Horry woUnded through the fleshy part of his leg. 
Many valuable ofHcera got wounded. 'The adtion >waB close and 
lasted an hour f my Brigade* behaved well, but the North Carolina 
militia under Col. Malmady run the third fire ; all the troops ex- 
cept liis, fought like heroes, and the enemy was drove above amile. 
We took three pieces of cannon, one was retaken, and we lost two 
pieces by advancing too far to better the Eutaw house. The ene- 

' my retreatfd with g^eat precipitation to Monk's corner, where they 
received reinforcements from town ; they left seventy wounded at 
Eutaw. I am, with regard, 

Your' obedient servant, 

F.MARION, 



[No. 165.] Major Pierce (Aid-de-campJ to Gen. Marian. 

Mks. MoTTB's, Sept. 14, 1781. 
Sir: '- 

Yohr two letters of the 26th ult;, and 4th inst., directed to Gen. 
Greene, lave been duly received I am desired by the General to 
assure yon that if more horses should ai?rive fVom North Carolina, 
than are engaged for the twd established corps of Cavalry, you shall 
undoubtedly claim his first attention, but as yet, none have arrived.. 
As to your sending officers into. North Carolina i6 recruit, it is a 
scheme' that he cat; only eountenaneej but not by any means author- 
ise. If your prospects are good, he thinks you had better make 
the trial, for the great object is the same to every State, and no lo- 
cal advantage or disadvantage can arise from it Enclosed is an or- 
der'^from.the Governor on Capt. Richardaon, for as much of the 
public Indigo as may be sufficient to procure necessary equipments 
for your Regiment of Dragoons. The General depend a much on 
your judgment and prudence in calculating the quantities, and hopes 
you^will keep in view the strictest economy. ^ Instead of the -two 
11 
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compaaiet of Riflemen, that you wisb to have . attached to yotar 
oorpa, the Oeneral wishes you to -raise only on9> and engage them 
for as long a ttme aa yon. can. You may -continae to receire or not 
T^G&ve substitutes lor the aajticia^ as you may judge best palculated 
to promote the pubUe good. 
• I have the honor to be; sir, trifii great respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

WM. ^mRCE, jr., Aid-de-cam|^. 



IN0. 1664 €hm. RmOedgt to Gen. MmimL 

CoiraASES, Sqit 15, 1781. - 
Dear Sir : 

I think after the glcnrious victory at Eutaw, it would be expedi- 
ent to issues, ptoclamation offering to all who have joined and are 
now with the enemy, excepting such as signed the congratulatory 
addresses to Clinton and Oornwallis, or have held, or hold commis- 
sions under the British government^ a &ee pardon and permission 
•for their wives and familieit to return and re-occupy their possessions, 
on condition that ^uch n^en appearing at our head quarters, or before 
a Brigade or the Colonef of any Regiment, and there subscribing 
au Ongagement to serve tho^ State fSaithfulIy as militia n^en for six 
monUis, and declaring i^ case of tl^eir deserting i^ that time, their 
wives and fSunilies, shall be sent into, Charles Town or the enemy^s 
lines. I apprehend such a fneasure would.be well-timed at thif 
juncture, and might induce some, perhaps many, to return> to their 
allegiance and behave well, which would not only deprive theBrit^* 
ish of their servioeai, but turn those services to our advantage. How- 
Aeirert thi^ is a nice point, and I don't k^oW how it will be relished 
by ouc^ friends* You' know mankind generally judgo of t]iapro« 
poety of measures from ei^ents These we cannot foresee, but it 
is ottr duty to consider what they probably will be,, and to tabs 
such steps as are most likely to produce the best ^ects. . I now re- 
,i|]iest that you will favor me by bearer, with your opinion on thes0 
several j>oii>ts» 1st Whedipr.you think it advisable to issue a^y 
pKoclMPMEiUon or oSer of pardon. 2d. Would it be, best to mak^ 
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any condition ^t all <^{ a pardon ; if colidition is made shoold it ba 
the parson entering into the Ccmtinental service for a certain time, 
(that I am afraid they would not like) pr would it be sufficient to re* 
quire them to serve fus militia for a^ ceftain time after tbeexpiratKm 
of which they would be liable to do duty as the other inhabitants t 
Is six mpnths service lo^g enough ? I think a time ought to be 
limited fbir their coming in. Suppose twenty dayjB;-— would that be 
long enough l Would it not be best that they should appear and 
^bscribe the agreement at one certain place, say the head quajr-^ 
ters of the army, or shoidd it be either thererOv before any Briga^ 
dier or Colonel, or before a Brigadier only 1 Pray give me your 
sentiments fully and fr^y on this matter, also with respect to the 
allotment of Brigades, about . which I wrotie you yesterday, 
by return of the bearer, and despatch him as. soon as yoo can, for 
I keep Gen. Pickens only till I hear £rom you on these points, i|nd 
he is very anxiona to get away. . I am, sir, 

Your moat obedient servant, 
. . , _; J. RUTLEDGE. i 



[^o. 167.] Giw. BiUledge t^ Gen. Marionu 

.GoN«ABE£, Sept. 17, 17B1. 
DearSi^: ' ^ ^ . 

J h^ve allotted to your >firigade the fbllowing fi,egimenl8, vis s 
Lieut. CoL McDonald's, Riehardaon's, trvin's, and Benton's, and 
the Regiment forn;ierly Maybank's. You wiU receive kerevnth, a> 
Ujamber of blank commissions ; ^be pleased, to have the Resgimenta 
lully and properly officered,, mustered ^nd classed > or draughted 
as ^oon as possible, and march one third of them with the utmost 
expedition to Head (Quarters,, ar such other place as the- Hon. Msy.i 
Gen. Greene shall direct, to do duty under his orderafbr two montha 
from the tim^ of their arrival thereat. Enclosed, are suchextracta 
from several laws as are necessary to be made known, to the militjn^ 
you will have each Colonel furnished with a^opy of thenx and or- 
. der they be publicly ];ead at th^ head of his Regiment, and ^ copjr 
taken by «ach of his field officers and Captains that now may prer 
tend ignorance of them. The milkia lawa may certainly be made 
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much better than they are generally supposed to be. You will 
therefore appoint the most proper men in your Brigade for ofBcerSi 
and have the laws carried strictly and steadily into execution. You 
will direct that the men come on foot, for they are lo do duty as 
Infantry, and their horses - cannot be' ke{>t in camp, nor can any 
draughted men be spared to convey them back. If the number of 
commissions herewith sent are insufficient, let me know how many 
more are Wanted^ and I will send them aarsoon as they canbe print- 
ed. In the mean time you will give brevets to officers for whom 
there are no commissions. I wrote lo Capt. Ams Vanderhorst 
to come and take command of the Regiment, formerly Maybank's, 
and win keep the commission of Colonel open till I hear from him. 
You will appoint a Lieut Colonel and other necessary officers for 
that Regiment. 

I will send you printed copies of three proclamations, 
which are enclosed as soon as a press catl get to work. 
In the interim, please have a copy taken and delivered to each Col- 
onel, with orders tlo have it read at the head of his Regiment and 
circulated through the district of it. Pray have the enclosed letter 
to Col. Hugh Horry and the papers forwarded. My proclamation 
of this date, suspends .until ten days aft^r the next meeting iud 
sitting of the General Assembly, the Aets which make Continental 
and State money a tender in law ; all fines must therefore be paid 
in specie. By .th^ militia laws of "1778 and. 1779, offenders are lia- 
ble to be fined in sunis not exceeding those which are therein men- 
tioned, as they are imposed in current money, knd the fines hereafter 
to be levied are to be paid in specie ; it is necessary to ascertain to 
what amount in specie the court may ^ne. In 1776, the militia 
were entitled to teU shillings current money a day. There Was at 
that time, no diflference in the value of specie - and paper money. 
In March 1778, the pay of the militia continued the sattie ; it is 
therefore to be presanied that no difference had taken place Betweeti 
paper money and specie, at least there is no legislative acknowl- 
edgment of any depreciation. But in February 1779, the pay of 
militia was raised from 10s. to 32s. 6d. per day, the paper money 
having, and being' admitted by the Legislature to be, depreciated 
in that proportion. Prom these observations,' we may fix the fol- 
lowing rule as the moi<t just and equitable for determining how far 
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the court may fide in specie, viz : For iines imposed by the Act of 
1778 to the amount of the sums mentioned in the law. Thus <36100 
in specie (according to the old current rate of gold or' silver) for 
dSlOO currency. Byt for fines under the Act of 1779, they must not 
exceed in specie thesi^tns ther^n mentiotied as ^sSl-dO* specie (ac* 
cording to theold currency rate of gold -and silver) for ^500 cui> 
rency. You will order all offenders who may be cotideQined to the 
Continental service, .to be sent under a sufficient guard to head 
quarters. Persons ' against "whose bodies executions issue are to be 
con\initted ,tQ the gaol at Waxsaws. YoU' will giVe orders that no 
persons be suffered to pass from this State -into any 6ther through 
the district of your Brigade, without a permit from me, the Gren- 
eral commanding the Conjdnentai troops^ one of his Aids^ or % 
Brigadier of .militia, and that all persons, taken prisonifers or stop- 
ped on suspicions, be thoroughly searched, to prevent the enemy's 
carrying on a correspondence by this means. > 

I am, wi(h ig^reat regard, dear sir, ' ' 

Your, most obedient servant, 

XRUTLEDGE. 



PrOclamatitm of his Excellency Jno. Rutledge, Esq.^ Governor 
and Commander-in' Chief of South Carolina^ 

Provincial Assembly. Whereas the bills of credit or paper money, 
emitted by the honorable' Continental Congress or the Legislature of 
of this State, are, by law, made and declared to be a tender in payment 
of all debts, contracts, dues and demands whatsoever ; and whereas 
from the redundancy of the said paper currency, the non establish- 
ment of funds for t^e sinking or redeeming thereof, and other cau- 
seS) it has greatly depreciated in its comparative value with specie, 
and the persons possessed of paper money have acquired the same 
for vei^ ti*ifHng considerations, so that it would be inequitable and 
unjust to oblige creditors to accept of such money at an equal value 
with gold or silver, and it is difficult to ascertain an exchange or rate 
at which the same should pass, and the fixing such exchange nt 
present would be attended with many inconveniences, I have ther^ 
iore thought proper to suspend, and I do by this my prockmatSon, 
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and -witfc the oonsent of the ^ti^ Covnoil, and by virtne cf ih«r 
^wer and authorky in me vested, suspend the s^eral resolves and 
Acts of the L^islature, which make said paper currency ic tender 
In law for or in payment of any debtt)r demandwhatever. And I 
do declsre ^be said resolves and acts to be accordingly saspmided 
until ten days afier the meeting and sitdng of the General Assete- 
Idy ; and whereas, h would be oppressive (the said T^ider Laws 
being so suspended) in present condition of t^e State» to suffer credr 
kors to sue for recovery of debts^ I do therefore, hereby prohibit 
Mid forbid all actions, suits, prooessesianci proeeedings iii the Courts 
4if Common Law or before a J^tice of the Peace, under the Act fol> 
the trial of small and mean cat^s^, until .ten days' after the n^| 
meeting and sitting of the Qeneral Assembly, to the end that the 
weighty and important ^matters may be submitted to their considera* 
lion and finally be determined by theit authority. 

Given under my hand and, great seal at Oon|^rees this thirteendl 
day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of the Independence 
of America. By his Excellency's command. 

JOHN SANFORD DART, Secfy. 

Sbptembek 17, 1781. 



\Nb. 168J Gov, RufledgB to Col R. Hamptim, 

CflKC^ARBs, Sept, 17, 1781» 
Sin. 

I have annexed your Regiment to Gen. Sumter's Brigade. Vou 

aroi therefore, in future to obey his orders. , ^ 

I am, sir, yoi^r very humbje servant, 

J. RtJTLEDGk 



\No. 169.] Qm'V Cfreme to Gen'l Marion. 

JFIiGH HiLM, Sept 17, 1781. 

Bear Sir : 

>. 

I have th^ pleasure to congratulate you on the arrival of Count 
De Grasse in Chesapeake Bay with'SS sail of the line, a number of 



THE AMERICAN RETOLUTiON. Hi 

fHgates and 6000 land forces. Gen. Washington is also arri^jed in 
Virginia to take command of die army. From these circumstances 
and from some further intelligence of Lord Comwallis' movements) 
it is highly probably that hiil lordship will endeavor to retreat through 
North Carolina to CHarles Town. . I must therefore entreat that 
you will use every ^xertioii to collect as large a body of militia to- 
gether and aa speedily as possible, that w« may be able lo intercept 
his lordship, and frustrate his design. I need not urge further the 
Beoessity of despatch, as his /success must wholly depend on the 
rapidity of his nioTements. Yon will let me hear from you imrae- 
^tely on this subject, and hold yourself ready to yAn the army at 
the shortest notice. I have the'hcmor to be, - 

. Your most obedient humble servant^ 

NATHL GREENiL 



\No. 170.] Gen, Oreme to CW. Peter Herry, 

/ Hu»H H1LL8 Santvk, Sept 17, 1781. 

Dear Sir : 

I congratulate you am the most flattering advices fbom the north* 
ward. Count De Grasse has arrived in Chesapeake with twenty- 
eight sail of the line, a number of frigates, and six thousand land- 
forces, and Gen. Washingtb^ has also arrived in Virginia to take 
command of the army. Lord Corfiwallia' movements indicate an 
mtentton of endeavoring to save himself by pushing a retreat through 
North Carolina to Charles Towa. 3hould he undertake it, he will 
undoubtedly be preceded by a large body of Cavalry. I there- 
fere beg to impress you with the necessity of using uncommon ex- 
ertions to bring as many as possible of your Regiment into the field 
with the utmost expedition. You will be so obligitig as to let me 
hear what Arfe your prospects on this subject, and hold yoursdf rea- 
dy to join the army at the shortest nodee. . 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient serv't, N 

^ NATH. GREENE. ^ 



168 



DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF 



[Noi 171. J Otn.M/monto Qol, Peter Horry. 

, September, 17tli, 1781. 
Dear Sir •• ^ 

I riBCeived yours of the 12th by Davis, and had answered every 
part two days ago. Wm. Johnston as you describe, is a soldier in 
2d Regiment for the war ; y6i> may keep him to do duty in your 
Regiment until called for.^ It is true Col. May ham had sixty ^Dragoons 
but, elegantly mounted and well clothed an^ armed ; in ten days. 
hence he will have twenty more fit for the field. , Tiie workmen you 
employ, I suppose you may do with as you think proper; to exceed 
ones power on emergency may be warrantable. . The enemy have 
collected all th^ir force, and are again at Eutaw, there i^ A fine field 
at present-for Cavalry. I am, dear^ sir, 

YoUr humble servant, 

P.MARION. 



[iW. 172. J Oen. Gxeene to Col, Baljfbur/ 



Head Qvabtcrs, Sept. 19, 1781,. 
Sir: 

" Your favor of the 3d inst. I have received, andram happy for 
the honor of Colonel Hayne, to find nothing better to warrant his 
cruel an4 unjust execution, than the order of Lord Cornwallis, giv? 
en in the h our of victory, when he considered the lives/ liberties and 
property of the people prostrate .at h^s ^^^^ But I confess that I pan. 
not express my astonishmeqt that you and Lord Rawdon should give 
such an extraordinary example of severity upon the authovity of 
that order, under such a change of circumstances, so long after it 
had been rerpops^rated against, and after a cartef had been settled 
to restrain improper severities, and to prevent the necessity of retali- 
ation. ' .^ ' \ 

* You will see by my letter to Lord Cornwallis, of the 17th Der 
cember last, a copy of which is enclosed, that I informed his lord- 
ship that his or^Jer was cruel and unprecedented, and that he might 
expect retaliation from the friends of the unfortunate. . 
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'f You. observe, that to authorize retaliation there should be a 
parity of circumstances^ to which I can by no^ means agree. Re- 
taliation' pre-supposes an I act of violence having been committed, 
and that it is adopted to^unish the past and restrain the future, and, 
therefore, whatever will produce these consequences is warranted 
by th6 laws of retaliation. 

" Ypu observe that the inhabitants of any country at war owe 
allegiance to lib^ conquering power. 

'* The right of conquest, from partial successes, is often made 
use of to ievy contributions, but I believe there are no instances 
whfere the inhabitants are. punished capitally for breach of parole 
given Tunder these eircumstances, especially while the two parties , 
are contending for empire ; and this dct of severity complained pf, 
is the more Extraordinary, ^as you had long lost that part of thef 
country, and upon your o^n principles the! inhabitants owed alle- 
giance to the conquering power. 

•* The execution: of Lieut. Pulkef wfiLs without my knowledge 
or Consent. Nor did I ever hear of it before. I understood there 
were some who fell victims to the violence of the militia for the 
many outrages they had been guilty of, and this without the know- 
ledge of the coniraaridiBg officer, who put a stop to it the moment 
he discovered it. But there is a great difference between deliberate 
executions, and deaths which happen from an enraged people, ur- 
ged by a sense of injury and oppression. ^ 

"I have never authorized or countenanced an execution but for the 
crime of desertion. On the contrary, I have taken all the pains in my 
power tp soflen the resentments of the inhabitants towards each oth- 
er, and to pre-vent as much as possible the dreadful calanaities of pri- 
vate naurder. It has been my object to reclaim not to destroy even 
such of the inhabitants as haVe been opposed to the interests of 
their country ; and I cannot but consider your remarks respecting 
Col. Grierson and Major Punlop, as both illiberal and ungenerous, 
if you are acquainted with facts, if not, I hope you will be more 
careful how you ceiisure withoiit authority in future. A handsome 
reward wa^ offered for the detection of the murderiers of botl^ 
^ose persons, as you will see by the enclosures Nos. 2 and 3. 

" As you have referred the justification of your conduct, in the 
affair of CoL Hayne, to Lord Gornwallis,< and as his -deternaination 
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apon that matter will ^?eni dM bosSnekB of future excliuiges, I 
can Bee no adrautage in appointing a person to meet Capt* Barry 
on the subject ; besides which, that gentleman is now a pnso)i«r of 
war, and no longer in a capaqity to negotiate afiaire of this nature.'' 



[iVa 173] Gef^ Greene to Qen. MarUm, 

Head Quarters, H109 Hitts Santee, Sept 19, 1761. 
Dear General: 

I thank you for your ready and cheerful compliance in calling 
out the militia, and beg you to take a position so as to be able to 
join usy should the enemy cross the Santee as they give out, which 
I can hardly suppose they will attempt in the desperate situation o^ 
their affairsin Virginia. If they will give us a few days to breathe, 
refresh and take' care of our 'bounded, I shall have no otgection to 
another touch ; our prisooers amount to upwards, of five hundred;, 
and I win venture to say their loss in killed and wounded is not less 
than 600 more. Another such stroke will give us, quiet and peace- 
able posseenion of all tlie country. By the last accounts irgm Yir« 
ginia, which have arrived since I wrote you, I am in great hopes^ 
it will be out of. the power of Lord ComwaUis to make good his 
retreat through North Carolina j but don't let that relax your pror 
paratipns, for iear of accidents, and we may want the militia here- 
for our own defence. Should the enemy cross ^he Santee, giv|B May- 
ham ^nd Horry orders to join you. immediately ,'both being dit^cted 
to hold themselves in readiness. , 

With the most perfect esteem and regard, I am, dear $iry 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE, ' 

^ ^- . 

[No, 174.] Major John James to Gen,. Marion* 

' * Indian Town, Sept. 20, 1781, 

Honored Sir: . * % • . - 

Enclosed I send you a letter from Oapt. Snow to Messrs. Rhodes 
and Jones, the contents will fully inform you of Snow's design and 
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4he tnetliod lie is taking to accomplish it. Mr. Rhodes was in camp 
when the message came to his house. MH. RhodeSi his wife, being 
doubtful of the matter, came toi me about it I forewarned her or 
any other person from meddling with Tory property until youf 
pleasure should be' known. I also desired her to acquaint her bus* 
bftnd "with icatliis home. Since I came firom camp we hare been 
much alarmed by tke Tories; I have been twice out in scout against 
&em ; once up Lynch 's Creek, where they had made robberies and 
Aed blood, but I eotlld find none, they having all fled to Hh^ir shel- 
ters. The necend alarm was, that two h^indred were in full marcb 
to destroy or carry our stores at Black MingO; As quickly as pot* 
Bible, I Collected upwards of SO men and made all speed to endea- 
vor to prevent tb em . Tbe Tories aforesaid caipe only down Wacca- 
maw where they baye done, as I am inforniedi a deal of mischief. 
A small party came down Britton*s neck, and carried off some bof- 
ses ; they took off all M^. Gribson's. 'At the earnest request of the 
inhabitants of Lynch's Creek, 1 gate orders to eight men, chiefly 
of Capt Brown^s company, to assist those people in keeping up con- 
stant scouts agalrtet the Tories, until you are pleased to give other di- 
rections. I am ready and should have set out for caOlp to-morrow 
with the relief, but from orders from my Colonel, concerning the to- 
nes women, which will give me some trouble. If I am wanted in 
camp or any other command you may have for me, I am wilting to 
comply with as far as I am capable. I sincerely congratulate you 
on the late additional hoi^or you have acquired to you and your 
JBrigade, and am, with due respect* sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOSLH JAMES. 



^•MMMA^M 



[No, 175.} G0A. Mafim 4o Col. Horry. 

Murray's Fkrrt, Sept. 23, 1781. 
Dtd^ Sir .• * . 

Oen. Greene desires me to call your Cavalry as soon I 'shall 
march froni here. As the enemy is expected to cross the Santee, 
you will be ready at a moment's warning to join ma Indeed, I 
think it will be much for the good of the Bervice, that you send all 
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the men you liave that are mounted and equipped immediately to 
me, as the enemy may cross suddenly, without having to send to 
you. I am infocmed that you or some of your officers have order- 
ed a tar-kiln of Brockington's to he Set on fire to make coals for 
your workmen, if it is done, those that ordered it shall pay the valr 
ue of it Capt Lenud has given Mr. Snow an order respecting 
his property. If I fi<id it true, that gentleman shall be immediately 
put under arrest and tried by a general court martial, for assuming 
a. power which is only vested in the Governor an4 delegated to 
me. I have heard a number of liberties which your officers have 
taken out of their sphere and line of duty, and shall in fixture take 
such steps with them as will bring them to their senses, for I think 
they are entirely out at present. I am informed of a great number 
of men in your Infantry, all of them piot doing the service of one 
third. You will please send me the names pi all such artificersas yoc 
have employed and are actually at work, and their different callings, 
that I may not onjy-know who make it a pretence from doing du- 
ty as militia, but to judge what numbers may be suffic^t-for your 
purpose. As it stands at present,. you ought to have a third of a 
Regiment. None but such as you give names of, shall" be per; 
mitted to stay from camp ; yqu will therefore send me a list per 
bearer. . You will retain as few men as. pos$ible,^a8 we shall want 
every man that can be got, for if the enemy cross the river an acr 
tion must ensue. I am, dear sir^ 

Yo^r humble servant, 

F. MARION. 



fi\fo. 176.] Gen. Greene to Col. Peter Horry. 

^ Head QuA&TEtts, High Hills Santee, 

Septembep 24, 1781. 
Dear S^r:. . ^ ^ 

Your favor of the 20th was delivered me last evening. I am 
Borry to find the Tories ure getting formidable upon the borderii of 
South Carolina. I had heard some, time ago of their growing pow- 
er and increasing confidence, to which CoL Wade'^ misfortunes, I 
believe, have contributed not a little. Aa you are. acquainted with 
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nil their haunts in that part af the country, I wish ta have your 
opinion respecting the force necessary and the best mode for dis- 
persing' them. I recommend calling your trbops together as fast 
as they are enlisted and putting them under discipline,- they will 
be sooner fit for service, and at the same time serve to awe the To- 
ries, as the very name of a regular soldiejr fills them with terror. 
I am happy to find by your returns, ^our* Regiment so. strong, and 
only wish that horses and accoutrements could be had to mount thetn 
immediately ; however, I am in hopes the. mode you have fallen 
upon will afibrd you a considerable number. I have heard nothing 
farther fpom. Virginia, by which the enemy's intentions can be more 
fully explained, than when I \v rote you before, but every hours de- 
lay will render their retreat more difficult and dangerous: - 
I am, dear. sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[N(K 177.] Governor Rutledge to Col, Peter Horry, 

« 

September 25, 17S1. 
Sir: 

You are hereby empowered to impress and take what horses are 
wunted fpr your corps, except such as are in the Di<agoon service, 
necessarily Employed on public duty or belonging to the public. The 
Honorable Maior Gea Greene's powers to you to procure articles 
for thei equipment of your corps are hereby fully confirmed, and 
you are authorised to exercise t^ra in future. I am, 

Yaur obedient servant, 

^ J. RUTLEPGE. 



[jVb. 178.] Gov. Rutledge to Gen, Marion, 

* 

September 2G, 1781. 
Sir : 

I am informed that several persons liable totJo militia duty, have 
found substitutes to perform it Ibrthem, and that others have paid 
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money to officers to procure men in the Continental or State serricet 
by which means^ such persons have been excused by their officers 
firom. militia duty. As this practice has introduced and must occa* 
non great irregularity and confusion, I think proper to issue a spe* 
cial and particular order on this head, and to give- reasons against 
the practice above mantioned, and for the. propriety of the order* 
The law does not aljow any man the privilege of sending substi* 
tutesi nor does it exempt him from militia duty, by paying su«k a 
sum as his officer may thiuk proper to receivQ« either in lieu of per* 
■onal service to find a Continental or State soldier or ibr any other 
pitirpose. Thei^fare» if an officer takes on hini to give an. exemption 
from militia duty to one who provides a substitute) or pays money- 
to procure a regular soldier, it is illegal and unwarrantable ; such coi^ 
duct never did, nor will receive my sanction or approbaJtion. The 
militia are to be divided into three classes, in one. of which every 
man must be; eaeh of these classes is liable to be called out for two 
months. This makes every militia man liable to march twice a 
year; (I mean those who are above 80 miles from, the enemy, for 
i£ within that distatice,. the draught may b^ greater und tl^e term 
of service longer) if he refuses or neglects to march, he is liable 
to a fine not exceeding pne hundred and fifty pounds specie, being 
about the specie value (at the time when the Militia Act of the 13th 
Febnu^y, 1779, was passed) of five hundred poundfi current mo- 
ney, and to a further fine, not exceeding a third part in Specie of 
treble the part of his tax. Such third part being about the com^ 
parative value (upon the principle laid down) between specie and 
paper money, in the latter of which he Was liable. to be fined not 
exceeding treble his tax; the only alternative then, is to do militia du- 
ty or undergo his trial by a court martial, and pay such fine in spe- 
cie (not exceeding the amount above mentioned) as they may ad- 
Judge for his neglect or refusal. . Yoti will give th^ necessary 
orders for observing this rule with' your Brigtide. No other 
regard is to be had to those who have found substiti^es or paid mo- 
ney to procure men, or for public purpose, than if they do not 
choose to perform militia duty, to allow them credit dta account of 
their fine^ for tl^e specie value of what they paid to procure a .sub» 
Btitute or for public purpose;. . You will order a. regular account 
ta be kept of all monies, received, or to be received on the score 
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above mentioned, which is to be paid into your lands, by those who 
cxriginally receive it« and be pleased to make a return to me of what* 
ever Jias been rec^ved, and every two months oiM which may be 
receive^) that a proper disposition ^)f* it may be or4§i^ed. I hope 
ttiese instructionB and those of the 17th inst, are sufficiently clear 
atid extensivei I will endeavor to make them so if any doubt 
should remain or arise oc any explanation be requisite, upon your 
communicating them to me. I am, sir, • - 

Your obedient servant, 

J, RUTLEDGE. 



mtw* m 



[No. L79.} Gov, BMOeJ^e to Gtf^ Marian. 

Dear Sir-^ 

i have been very much puzzled about a proclaimatioa to offer 
pardon tq the Tories. I have, however, determined upon the whola« 
to issue one with certain exceptions. It is enclosed ; be pleased to 
hare it properly circulated I will send you som^ printed cof^s 
as soon as they can be struck off. -You will have a regular account 
kept of all who surreiider themselves within the time limited, and 
transmit it to me as soon as the lime is expired. 

Your obedient servant, J. RUTLEDGE. 



?BOCLAMATION.^TATE Oy SOUTH CABOUNA. 

By his MxceUency John Rutledge, Esq,, Governor and Commander' 

in'Ghiefqf the said State, . <» 

■ 

Whereas, the forces of the United States having compelled the 
troops of his Britannic Majesty, to surrender or evacuate the seve- 
ral strong po^ts which they held in the upper and interior settle- 
ments, and f etreat to the vicinity oi^harles Town, and the enemy 
being therefore unable to give that protection and support which 
they promiaed to their adherents, left many of the inhabitants of 
th^s State, who had taken up arms with them (induced so to dp bj 
their artful representatipns) to become victims to their ii^ 
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jured country ; Whereupon, such persons -^to escape of avoid the 
effects of its Just resentments, followed and remained with the Brit- 
ish army, or lurk and conceal themselves in secret places : And 
whereas, the commandant "of Gharles Town having sent beyond 
sea, the wives and families (who were in the said town) of all the 
avowed friends, of America, the several Brigadiers of militia were 
ordered, as a retaliation of $uch treatment, to send the 'wives and 
families within their respective districts, of all persons who had 
joined or adhered to and remained with the enemy into their lines : 
And whereas, it is represented to me in behalf of the unhappy men 
who are with the British Troops, or scouting themselves as afore- 
said, that they are now convinced (being reduced with their fami- 
lies to great distress and poverty) that they relied on false and spe- 
cious engagements, and were' flattered with vain expectations and 
delusive hopes, and that they are therefore anxious (If they may be 
permitted) to return to their allegiance and use their utmost -exer- 
tions to support American Independence; On duly weighing and <^% 
sidering the premises, I have thought fit, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Privy Counci|s, to issue this proclamation^ offer* 
ing, and I do hereby offer to all persons who have borne arms -with 
the enemy and who now adhere to, oi^ arQ ^ith them in this Sfiate^ 
or arelurking or concealing themselves in secret places in any part 
of the State, a full and free pardon and oblivion fbv such their of- 
fence of having borne arms with or adhere to the enemy, upon the 
cpihditions following : That is to say, that such persons do and shall 
within thirty days after the date hereof, surreni^er themselves *to a 
Brigadier of militia of this State, and engage to perform constant 
duty as privates in the militia for six months next ensuing the time 
of such surrender, and that they actually perform such duty; and 
do further offer to the wives and children of such persons, upon 
their husbands or parents complying with the condition first'' above 
mentioned, license and permission to return to their habitations and 
to hold and enjoy their property in this State without molestation 
or interruption, Provided, that if such persons^ shall desert from^ 
the militia service within the time above limited, their families shall 
be immediately sent into the enemy's lines, and neither they or their 
husbands or parents suffered to' return to or reside in this State. 
Neverthele'ss, I do except from the pardon hereby offered afld frpm 
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every benefit of th\s proclamation, all such perBons, as. having gone 
oyer to or joined the enemy, wfere called upon by me in and by 
two several proclamations, to surrender themselves to a magistrate 
within forty days afler the respective dates of those proclamations, 
in purstiance-of an Ordinance^ entitled an Ordinance to prevent per. 
sons withdrawing from the defence of this State to join the enemy 
thereof: All such as Were sent oif or obliged to ^uit the State for 
refusing to take the oath required of them by law, who have re- 
turned to this country i All thase who. subscribed a congratulatory 
address* bearing date on or about the 5th day qi June, 1780,, to 
Gen. Sir Henry Clinton and y ice. Admiral Arbuthnot, or another 
address bearing date on or about the 19th day^of September, 1780, 
tp Lieut. Gen. £jarl Cornwallils : A.H such as hold or have held any 
commission civil or military under, the British, government, and are 
now with the enemy, and all those whose conduct has been so in. 
famous, as that they, cannot (consistently with justice or policy) be 
admitted to partake of the privileges of America; notwithstanding 
which last mentioned exception, such persons if they be deemed by 
me, or the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, (for the time being) 
inadmissable to the rights and privileges of subjects, will not be de- 
tained as prisoners, but shall have full and free liberty and a pass 
or permit to return : At a^uncture when the force of the enemy in 
this 3tate, though lately considerable is nearly reduced, by the 
many. defeats which they have sajSered, and particularly in the late 
important action at Eutaw, when the^ are dispossessed of. every 
^ost except 'Charles Town garrison : When the formidable fleet of 
his most Christian Majesty in Chesapeake Bay, and the combined 
armies of the King of France and of the United States under the 
commarid of his Excellency Gen. "Washington, iii Virginia, afford 
a well grounded hope that by the joint efforts of these armies, this 
campaign will be happily terminated and the British power in eve- 
ry part of the confederated States soon totally annihilated : It is 
conceived that the true and real motive of the offer here niade will 
be acknowledged ; it must be allovired to proceed, not from timidi- 
ty, (to which the enemy affect to attribute every act of clemency 
and mercy on our part) but from a wish to impress with a sense of 
their error and reclaim misguided subjects, and give them once 
more an. opportunity of becoming valuable members of the com- 
12 
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mumty, instead pf banisliing then! or forever cutting tliem off from 
it ; for even the most disaffected cannot suppose that the brave and 
determined freemen of the State have any dread of their arms. 
With the persons to whom pardon is thus offered, the choice still re* 
mains, either to return to their allegiance and with their families be 
restored to the favor of their country and to their possessions, or to 
abandon their propertiesin this State fbrever attd go with their wives 
and children whither, for what purpose, on whom to depend| or 
how to submit they know not, most probably to experience in some 
istrange and distant land all the miseries and horrors of beggary, 
sickness and despair. This alternative is now, for the last time, sub- 
mitted to their judgnient It will never be renewed. Given un- 
der my hand and the great seal at the High Hills of Santee, this 
27th day of September, in the year of Our Lord 1781, and in the 
sixth year of the Independehce of America. 
By his Excellency's c6mmand.^ ' 

JNO. SANFORD DART, Secretary. 



[No. IBQ.J Gov. RuHedge to Gen. Marion. 

OcTOBEE, 5th, 17ai. 
Dear Sir : 

I I'eceived your letter of the 2d insL, the day before yesterday 
and should have answered it sooner, but haVe been disabled by sick- 
ness. The order respecting militia marchipg on foot, was general 
to all the Regiments, but as the moVements and epiployment of 
your Brigade^ are different from those of any other, I think the rea- 
sons good for your continuing to act on horseback.. You will there- 
fore order them to do so.' By your order of the 2d inst., to Col. 
Richardson, I perceive you have mistaken my intention, which was 
iiot to bring to a trial by court martial (in order that they may be 
fined in specie) such persons as have refused to do duty. My de- 
sire is. that the Regiments be' mustered and classed or draughted, 
and the extracts of the militia law, my orders respecting thp mili- 
tia, and the proclamation suspending the Tender Acts, read at the 
head of each Regiment, in order that they may be publicly notified 
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and no persoia hereafter pretencj ignorance of them. This being 
done<the instruotions are to operate agfidnst all future ofienderSi 
whether they have found substitutes in the militia, provided regular 
soldiers^ or paid money for those or other purposes^ but until this 
be doi^e, persons who have refused to do duty are , only iineable in 
paper money, and am rath\er of opinion, tha|: it is . most expedient 
not to inquire into pa^ oiifenoes^ but to begin upon the new' plan 
which I have laid down. As to persons who have found substi- 
tutes or done any other act which they have been made to believe, 
would exempt theip from militia duty, and who have therefore re- 
fuse4 to perform it, the bringing them to court martial for such 
past offences, would be extremely hard, if the court martial should 
fine largely, and n^ight give umbrage to many officer swho probably 
i^onceived tha^ they had a right to receive money or substitutes for 
exempti6ns from duty, and that in so doing they were reipdering the 
most efiectual sei^vioe^ to their country, but it is likely that under 
such circumstances, the Court would fine hini in a very small sum. 
:For these, reasons I would recommend the overruling of all past 
offences or neglect of duty ; and you will therefore alter your or- 
iters to Col. Richardson, and any other similar Norders which you 
may have given to other Colionel's, and make these orders conform- 
able to this explanation, but enjoin the strictest and' steadiest ezecu* 
tion of orders in ,future< G-ei^. Greene informs me that he is m want 
of a Chausseur Corpa of miHtia, to patrole in the vicinity of his 
camp, aiid prevent the soldiers -froiu strolling and offering any inju- 
ry to the inhabitants. Tou- will be pleased to order Col. Richard<* 
son to go to the General, know from him what number of men he 
will want, and to furnish ihent for ^hat- purpose out of his first 
draught, the performance of such duty tp exempt the men employ- 
ed in it (whilst they are so employed) from any other. My idea isy 
though I presiime no^; doubt has ^sen with you on the point, that 
no man that is Tyithin the district of any Regiment out of Charles 
Town, shall be excused from militia duty under a pretence that he 
is on parole, or a British subject, unless the former has been fairly 
taken in arms and paroled as an ofScer ; any other men who are on 
parole. I wish on their being British subjects, and therefore refused 
to do militia, may take their chance, either of doing it or going into 
the enemy'^ Unes, s^nd if they will not go and refuse to do duty, 
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they must be tried and fined, as it is directed with respect to other 
privates ; you will not however colder this instruction, 'it being 
a general one, as any prohibition to you to suffer such person^ in 
either of the predicaments last mentioned, as you may think proper 
to permit to remain out of the- British lines without doing any mi- 
litia duty at all for some more valuable purpose, this being a matter 
which I leave to your dir^tion. I find there are many gentlemen 
riding about the country under the description of volunteers yho 
render no kind of service to it; this practice being very injurious, 
should be immediately suppressed ; atid no man is to be excused 
from doing militia duty in the district of the Regiment to which it 
bdon^s, unless he is actually .enrcdled and obliged for some cer* 
tain time to serve "in some regular corps of Cavalry, not merely -as 
a volunteer, but to do the same duty and be subject to the articles as 
the rest of the corps are obhged to do, or are 8lil]ge6t to. Th^ blan- 
kets and (doth you mention will certaiidy be wanted for publiciuse. 
You will therefore have them safely kept, .somewhere under your 
otders, and indeed we shall want more than you can^ procure ; I . 
shall therefore be glad thatyoti obtain all that you possibly can, and 
have that also kept in the same naanner. Be pleq^od to forward 
the enclosed letters to Coliii. Horry and Mayhem. There Are seve» 
ral ether matters that I shali write to you about, as soon as I con* 
sider and arrange them ; I am unable at present to do so« Capt 
Richardson infonns me that he has not above three bushels of salt 
left. As three barrels or twenty-four bushels will be absolutely 
necessary for the use of myself and the gentlemen of the council 
whom I daily expect here, I shali be ' much obliged to you to send 
inyourlirst letter to me, an order on the person who has the charge 
of any salt of yours (the nearest to the place to deliver that quan- 
tity to such person as I may send for it). 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

J.JlUTLEDGBe 
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[No. 181.J Col. Peter Horry to Cren. Marion, 

OcToB&a 5, 1781. 
Dear General: 

In your letter of die 23d September, you say that none buti^ucli 
afl I ^ve in {lie names of shall be admitted to stay from eamp, and 
that I do therefore sen4 it you per bearer. I therefore at that time 
answered your letter and sent you the names of such. as I then had 
in employ for my Regiment, and I hoped that you would have suC 
fered such as I fizid.indttstrious to have continued -working, as you 
must know 'tis impossible to equip my Regiment without employ- 
ing artificers ; whether 'tis your order or not, I am ignorant; how- 
ever, the workmen in this part of the country, (and am told Scl- 
eral, all my workmen) so^ tliey can w<^rk no longer as you have 
ordered them to stand their draft for the field, and several are drafts 
ed} and the rest say they - must stay at home without working for 
Q^e, as the next month will be for their going out I am sorry for 
such Orders, and believe there must be some mistake, as I do not 
suppose yout instructions can be to prevent my -equipping my men 
for the field, which must be the case, if you debat toy employing 
workmien., In a few days J hoped the Vorkmen I had employed 
here wquld have enabled me to ta)(e the field, by finishing me off a 
Du)3iber of scabbards, bridles and halters, and binding the scabbards 
with iron; but they have stopped, and unless you will suffer them to 
go on I cannot send you mounted- above half as many men as I 
would otherwise do ; hereunder are the names of such as I wish 
you to sviFer me to cohtinue, and to give your o,wn exemptioUs for 
them, whiph I suppose your officers will pay some respect to, 
which they will "not do for mine* 'My Pee Dee comn^nd is. not yet 
returned ; I expect them on Thursday or Friday nex;t, and then 
i will send you all the men 1 can mount and equip. 

1 am, dear G^eneral, ypur obedient servunt, 

P. HQRRY. 

, At George iTown, Gauf, Boot Maker, a^id 3 .workmen; 2 Han- 
cocks and Crone. 

Ai.Bfitton^s Neck, Brown, Cap maker. ^ 
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At Lower Pee Pee, Wort (Carryer) and 3 Rozolonger (Boot 
makers). 

At Upper Pee Dee, Dewet and Lebra^l,} Sword makers. 

At Township 3 Nermyths and Scott, are Smiths end Sword ma- 
kers. Knox and Kirkpatrick, Saddlers. Total: 17.- Atithony 
M. White acts for me as agent and Quartermaster, and procures me 
at George Town whatever I wish for. 



. [ffo, 182.] Mardecai Myers to Cren, Maricn, . 

'I . . < 

Geo^gbtown^ Oct 6j 1781. 

Honored Sir :^ 

Agreeably to your letter by Capt. Mitchell^ of the I6th Septem^ 
ber, and your prder of the 1st ^nst, I have supplied commissary 
Swimon with the following articles as per bill enclosed. I can as- 
4mre you I have charged the goods at the same rate, I sold them last 
fall for cash to th^ inhabitants of this part of the <;ountry] which 
aiiy of. them can testify. The Indigo you were sp obliging as to 
promise' me in payment for tKese articles you receive for the public 
use, I should be glad to receive when convenient; as there is row a 
trade commenced between this post and some of ^e northern States, 
that I may be able to supply the public as well as individuals with 
necessaries ; but it will be of little consequence for me to receive 
Indigoin payment, unless your honor Would be so kind as to give 
me a protection for it, as Major Vatiderhorstishereat present press- 
ing all of that article that he can lay his hands on. Ybur honor must 
be sensible that unless the traders of the place are indulged 1x> keep 
what prodtic€| they have on hand or what they may receive from 
time to time, they cannot bartisr with those tnasters of^ vessels be^ 
fore mentioned, and of course will not<;ome to this post, Will be of 
infinite disadvantage to the people at large as well as the public, and 
as I have no other dependence, must of course perish unless your 
honor will take this matter into your consideration and give me 
sonie relief* I have also supplied Col.' Peter Hbrryfs Regiment: of 
Light Dragoons to a considerable amount, alsb Capt Ransom Da- 
vis, which I should be glad to receive payment for in Indigo, as it 
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will enable me to give you fur'ther assistance, in supplies, as I in- 
tend being concerned in a vessel to trade at present to Nerbern, 
there being at pres&nt a large quantity of captured, goods there 
and if your honor should think me worthy, I should, be happy 
in importing any articles frona thence that your honor or the public 
may stand in need of. "" 

I am, with the greatest esteem and respect. 

Your honor's, very humble Servant, 

' ^ MORDECAI MYERS. 

P. 3- I delivered y dur hindk's. to Capt^ Mitchell some time ago. 



1 

\No, 183.] William Swinton (Commissary) to Gen, Marion. 



OcTOBEft 9, 1781. 
Honored SO" : 

I received yoi^rs dated the 2d of this^nst., and according to your 
order I have been to George ToWn and have rec^ved the articles 
which you desired me to receive of Mr. Myers, of which I have 
enclosed a list. I have likewise purchased a puncheon of rum and 
a cask of sugar i^r ypur use. Sir,. I would have impressed the 
rum, but as there. is a trade just open in that place, I was afraid that 
if I went to press, it would be the means of stopping, th^ ttade 
which I thought would be a hurt to the public in general ; in the next 
pl€i,ee Capt Putnam, whom I got the liquor of, says that if the pub- 
lic will make him I'etums in Indigo, riceor negroes, he will supply 
them with a great quantity of liquor^ blankets, cloth^ and saddles, 
which he will bnng in the course of diree weeks; his price for the 
liquor will be two dollars a gallon, the saddles twenty-five dollars, 
and the blankets h.ecouldiiot tell what they would come at; he will 
likewise take bills on France in payment. Sir, the liquor I pur- 
chased is at a very high rate, it is at 9^% per gallon, and the Indigo 
<£3 sterling per pound. If the prio0 is too high, would be glad if 
you would send me word what I should give, and if your desire is 
that I shall not pay for it in Indigo, I beg you will send me a posi- 
tive order against it, pj9 I have given my obligation for the same 
and Mr. Wayne is my security, and X would not be willing to suf- 
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fer, nor yet would I wish my security to suffer. I have likewise 
agreed to give <£2 6d. sterling for the sugar, to be paid in Indigo 
at £3 sterling. Capt Putnam' has 9 or 10 puncheons of rum now 
by him ; would be glad to know whether I shall impress that or 
purchase it, and what 1 shall allow per gallon. 

I am, sir, 

Tours to serve at all times, with due respect, 

WM. SWINTON. 

P. S. I have taken one of your knives Jind a stick of sesimg 
wax^ as there was «onb other to be had ; I hope you will not take 
it amiss. There was but one cask of the wine, aadthat I kept for 
your own use, as there were but 26 gallons of it Sir, I would be 
glad of one bushel of salt for my own use. 



[No. 184.J Gov. Mutledge to Col. Peter Horry, 

October 10th, 1781. 
Sir : , 

Gen. Maribn informs tne that some of your officers have behaved 

very much amiss io impressing pldw horses, breeding mares two 

years old, and yearlings. I should not have given a press warrant 

fbr procuring horses for your Regiment, if I could have conceived 

that the power Vould have been so abused by any of your officers, 

who certainly Upon reading the warrant must have known' better, 

if they did not before, as the warrant extends only to the horses fit 

for Dragoon servicerwhich the creatures above described surely 

aip not. T request that you will have them restored to the owners, 

and direct that in future no horses be comnutted under the head of 

impressment. I am, sir, ^ •. 

Your very humble servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No, 185.] Gov, Rudedge to Gen. Marion. 

October 10, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Enclosed are several printed copies of the proclamation of 
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whicli I kave sometime ago sent you a written copy, offering pardon 
to tiie persons therein described. You will be pleasdd toliave them 
as generally circulated as posssible, that all who. may be desirous 
of taking the benefit maybe apprized of it, and enabled to , dp so 
within the time limited for surrendering themselyes ; as I .have nol 
ihtention of extending that time. You will have an exact acoaunt 
kept of all such as surrender th^j^lves to you within that time, 
and as soon as it.is expired have such ftccotint transmitted, to me. 
' I am, sir, your very humble servant^ 

. . J. RUTLEDGJB. 



[186.J Gov, Ru^dge to Gen. Marion: 

OCTOPEB 10, 1781. 



V. 



Dear. Sit : . ' 

I received yours yesterday by Mr. Boone, and wrote ii) the t^oflt 
pressing terms to Col. WilUamSjOen* Greene being dot yet return- 
ed from Chariotte, for which place he set off last Friday for a sup«- 
ply of atnniunition^sending at the same'timaan extract of such- 
parts of your letter, as were material on that head: I am sorry to 
find, by Col* Williams* answer enclosed, which he sent open for my 
perusaU that it is absolutely out of his power to comply with your 
request immedicrfely. ' I wish to God it' waa within my power to 
send you ammunition instantly, but it is not. I shall not fail to have 
it sent to you as fast ap any arrives at Head (Quarters, and you ob- 
serve Col. Williams says he. expects «, suiEcient stock every hour; 
our situatioh in this respect being unknown to the enetny^i^hey will 
not profit of it, nor can I say that I expect they will attempt 
any measure agfii^inst us. I rather think they will be apprehensive 
for their owa safety. However, I wish this circumstance had noli 
intervened to prevent your crossing the river, as I thitik your doing 
with your people would have a good effect. Thili, I imagine, in r 
the prcisent situation of affairs, yo'u can't atten^t However, I know 
you will do all that' you can. If Mr. Withers had sent tfhe schoon- 
er which was Patterson-s to. Havana, agreeable to my directions,^ 
which I sent to him immediately on reo^ving your letter by Fatter- 
son, we should have had a large stock of ammunitioDL for you and 
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others long ago, bat keliad delayed the matter I think very long; 
however, I am takings and shall continne to take steps, which I 
hope will be effectual in several diiectioasfor procuring ammnnition 
for employ without depending on the ContinentBl stock, which is I 
find in general small and. often exhausted. You certainly may 
clothe all the Continental soldiers of our line who join you. From 
something I have lately heard about Dutarquer I am more anxious 
than formerly to have him taken, lest he should escape ; be pleased 
therefore to have this matter effectually and speedily attended to. I 
am also devising means for^i supply of arms and have to obtain some 
soon ; I am sensible that some men axe destitute, of «rnis. ,Howev- 
er, you know it is an old trick of men coming to camp to pretend 
that they have none. I need not give you a hint, that it would be 
well to be sure that the men really have not, and that they can't pro- 
vide arms, before they are discharged for want of them. Indeed, 
although men with arms are not of use in camp, yetthiay may oc- 
casionally J>e detached from it in service with the arms of some' who 
remain in camp. Enclosed is a Brigadier's commission ; I don't re- 
collect the date of the former, but I dare, say you do ; be pleased 
therefore to insert it I think Col. Horry's conduct veiy extraordi- 
nary, and have enclosed a letter to him on the subject you^mention. 
I send the letter open for your perusal j when you have read, be. 
pleased to seal and ft>rwardit^ he is not yet ^ Continental officer, 
and his Regiment i$ not yet on Continental establishment, but if he 
was I know of no authority that any Continental officer, or any oth- 
er pefton (whomsoever he may be) has to ipipress in this State 
without a power from me. Gen. Greene, it is true, did before my 
return direct him to impress, but he has never (I believe and indeed 
' 1 am well persuaded of it) since my return given any such power 
to any one. He knows better, so far from it, that he requested me 
if I approved the power which he had ordered Col. Horry to ex* 
ercise o£ impressii^ horses and articles necessary for the equipment 
of his Re^ment, to confirm what he had directed. I accordingly 
sent him a press warrant hi which the power was paiticularly con- 
fined to horses fit for the Dragoon service and not in public service^ 
informing him also that your Regiment are todo duty on hprse-back, 
this therefore would give him no power to take breeding mares and 
yearlings ; in order to exchange them^ foj* horses, such not being fit 
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for his Regiment, nor tbe only borse a man bas wbo is required to 
do militia duty on horse4)ack ; I am afraid if all ploV Horses were 
exempted, an escclusiqn would prevent our getting any horses at all 
for all may be brought under the description ; however, it is cer^ 
tainly extrem^ly^hard and ought not to be sufiered, that the plough 
horses necessarily employed to raise bread for the poorer kind of 
people, who use horseus as a substitute for negrdes, should be taken ; 
this would be very oppressive; - 1 find every • authority may be 
abused, and' perhaps that which I have given on this head n^ay be, 
therefore, to out the matter short, wherever you find that it is wan« 
tonly exercised and'ap oppressive and improper use of it made 
within the district of your Brigade, I give you full authority to or- 
der the officer attempting to impress suok subjects, to cease from it 
or have them restored, if impressed. It would givome pleasure to 
restore every ^ctoachment on the liberties of the people and shall 
certainly do so, as far as my power extends in any of the cases 
which yon say you will mezijtion to me when we meet. . Unluckily 
Col, Lee went to Virginia laslf' Friday. If he was here I should 
have immediately enquired into Mr. RaveneFs case, and had it^ re- 
dressed. However, pray inform me if you can where the mare is, 
and I win endeavor to^have her taken and restored. I shall, before 
I hear from you, as spon as I see Gen. Gh-eene or any of Col. Lee's 
officerst enquire into this matter. I daily expect to hear officially 
of Corxiwallis being reduced, and hope Charles Town will be the 
next object, of the combing army. It is not impn^blethat Count 
De Grasse mky have sent or send some ships to block up theharbor. 
Fray give us what intelligence ypu can from below, that you think 
may be depended on« . I will 8en4 ypu that from Virginia if good, 
as it must be, as soon as we can get it ^ • 

1 am, with great regard, dear dir,. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No. 187.] Oen. Marion to Col. Peter JEbrry. 

OOTOBEI^ H, 1781. 
Sir: 

It wa9 not my intention to prevent you from equipping your Reg- 



1 

I 

i 
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iment by issuing thd order you aUude to, but to prevent a number 
of idle men who make it a plea that they are workiag for you, and 
check the liberty some of your officers take in stopping any men 
they pilease from coming out on duty. Enclosed, is permission for 
such Mfoikmen as I think are necessary fer you. .1 gave a few -days 
ago one Dukes, near Lenud's Ferry, who says he is preparing 
leather for ypu, a permit to continue to work for' you. I tl^ink an 
agent to procure what you wanted from Geqrgb Towp may be ap» 
pointed from your corps,, as you have a number of . officers 
who must be idle at pre&Pent. The time is lost when your Horse 
would have been of service to me. Yon will therefore send your 
men to Gen. Greene, agreeably to his orders, 

' I am your obedient servant, 

P. MARION. 



[No. 188.] Chv. Rudedge to Oen. Marion. 

OCTOBBE 11^ 1781. 

Dear Sir ; • ^ . ' 

Lest upon the construction of the militia Act of February^ 1779, 
which makes offenders liable to pay a i^um not exceeding yirh^t is 
therein mentioned and treble their last tax, a. doubt should arise 
about what tax is meant^ whether the- last which was paid previous 
to the passing of the law, or what is paid since it passed, that^ being 
the last tax which has been paid, I think it necessary to intimate 
to you that the law. must be continued to mean the ISLst tax which 
was paid antecedent to the passing, the act, and not that which has 
been paid since. You will therefore, have this explanatbn proper* 
ly made known throughout your Brigade, as a rule by which court 
martials are to be governed in their determinations. 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 

J. RUTLBDGE. 



INo. 189 J Oov. RiUl^ige to Gen. Marion, 

OCTOBEE 12th, 1781. 

Dear Sir .• « . 

. The Captains of several vessels with cpmmisa^ns of Letters of 
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Marque from CongreflSy Have some tim^ ago made a practice of 
landing on our Islands pr sea coasts, and others of coming up the 
rivers and taking away from plantations, negroes and other proper^ 
ty tmder pretence of their owners being Tories ; the several per- 
sons whose property have been so taken, were well, known to be 
friend's to the United Sta)tes, and this practice being highly illegal 
and unwarrantable, even as t6 Tories whose property (if they have 
been guilty of a capital offenc6) is forfeited to the State, and not 
plundered tp any freebooter who can lay hold of it, I. desire that 
you will be pleased to give the necessary orders and have the most 
eflfectual measures taken (within the district of your Brigade) fbr 
having aU masters of vessels, and their cr^ws, who shall commit or 
attempt to commit the o^nce ^bove described, apprehended and 
sent uiider a sufficient guard ton^ with t)ie witnesses to. prove the 
fact, that they may be properly tried for it. You will have the ves- 
sels in which such captains and Ynariners come, with their cargoes, 
secured until you shall receive directions from me what is to be done 
with them, and make a report to me of what the cargoes consist 

Your most obedient-se]fyant| 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



[No, 190.1 G&v, Rutledgeto Gen. Marian. 

October 13, 17ai. 
Dear Sir ; . .. 

PoHey -dictates our preventing the enemy, in Charles Town^ from 
obtaining any supplies, which, may either afford them subsistence or 
the means of making remittances to the British dominions. You 
will therefore bq pleased tb give the- necessary orders and cause the 
most ^ifectual measures to be taken (within the district of your Bri- 
gade) for that putpose, and for securing to the public use such ar- 
ticles as may be taken in going to the enemy. You will order a re- 
turn to be made to m6 of whatever ipay be seized, and the best 
care taken of it, until you shall receive my instructions in what 
manner ^t shall be> disposed o£ I am, sir, 

Your obedieiit servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
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[No. 191.] Oov, RutUdge to Chn, Marion, 

October 13, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Mr. Josepli AUstoti has represented to me (by bis soU' William) 
that his ill state of health will not permit his doing militia duty, but 
that he would gladly render any other service in his power to the 
State; as^my private instructions, give you su^Jelent authority on 
this head, I have referred young Mr, AUston to you, as the person 
to whom application should be madej probably you may know 
some line id which his father's services may be of much tnore ben^t 
to the country than any other which he could . render as a militia 
man, even if his health w6uld enable him tp say in a camp. You 
will, I am persuaded, nse the discretionary power lodged with yo\L 
with judgment and propriety. I am, dear sir,^ 

Your most obedient servant, 

J.RUTLEDGE. 



[No, 192.] Crtpv. RuUedgt to Gen. Marion. 

October 16, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

V 

The bearer^ Mr. Edwards, (son of Mr. John Edwards, whom 
we all know was a staunch friend to Aijaerica and a very worthy 
man) wishes to serve his country' under yqu. I am persuaded that 
as well out of regard to the memory of his .father as to encourage 
the zeal of this young gentleman, you will either take him .(if. you 
have a vacancy) iilto your family, or give him -some proper appoint- 
ment which I would be glad that you would. . . 

I BJfi, with great regard, sir, ^ ^ 

Your most obedient servant, 
> ^ J. HUTLEPGB. 

[No. 193. J Gov, Rutledgeto Gm. Marion. 

October 16,, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have just now received yours 6( the 13th inst., by th,e bearer. 



J 
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Yoli were misinformed with respect to young Allston's business 
with me; but had it been what you were told, the Waccamites 
would have been disappointed, for my sentiments correspond ex- 
actly with yours pn' the point you mention. The orders that no sub- 
stitutes be admitted will' answer the ' end you propose, and make 
diem, as well as others of the same stamp, ^Iher go into the British 
lines,^do,militiaduty, <ir pay fines, as a court martialmay inflict, 
unless you think proper to make use of my private instructioDs with 
respect to them. lam told that an oflfeV is to come from the Wac- 
catnaw men, about iumishing a quantity of salt in order to be ex- 
cused from militia duty^ If It should I shall refer it to you td fix 
the matter with them. Dr. Neufville was taken sick at Salisbury, 
on his way from the north ward* He may probably be recovered' 
ere now. I will write to him to come cm directly in order to be 
ypur surgeon, and in the mean time^will endeavor to get one for 
yoii from camp, though I fear I cannot, as the troops are exceeding 
sick and ia want of doctors. Yours of the 15th is d,lso just come 

to hand by Capt. Greene, with Mr. D -y whom I have sent to 

Shetiff Kimball. You will be pleased to consider the directions re- 
specting B's. estate as extended to T>., and give the same orders 
about the latter, as you have done about the former. You will eith- 
er confine Mr. W» where you think proper and he will be safe, or 
send him with the proofs of the charge ypu mention against him. 
under guand to me» and send Mr. S., into the enemy's lines, and do 
the same with ev^ry man that is taken at home. ' I would make the 
rule general as to every man so taken, but it may happen' that good 
men >^il) sometimes be taken at their own houses, and it would be 
hard to send them in to remain with the enettfy: This is no time - 
to be trifled with, -we must be in earnest; Therefore all men thus 

^ 

taken, v^ho are reasonably suspected of not being, friends to the 
State, are to i>e dealt with as above mentioned. I wish Mr. S. could 
be immediately exchanged. Gen. Greene is to be here to-day, and 
will speak to him on the subject, though I fear it cannot be done as 
Major Barry is come up, for he cannot (though' a fevtorite) get ex- 
changed for Washington jj and I presume from that circumstanoe 
the cartel suspended for the present. I have the pleasure to inform 
you that Congress hav'p at last, bn the 18th ultimo, ordered the 
Board of War, to have the mines at Lims]3urg^ in Connecticut pre- 
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pared for the reception of five hundred Briciah soldiers, to remain 
there as prisoners unexchangeably, ttitil the American soldiers who 
were forced into the British serviceat Charles Town and elsewheis 
are returned to the United States. This measure, or the putting 
these men on board the French £e^ as mariners, ia what Ihave o&en 
and strenuously recommended long ago, but it never could be ef- 
fected sooner. It is, however, b^lef late than never^ and though 
so long postponed, will, I hope,- produce good consequences. The 
General writes to me that he has received a letter firom the Fre^ 
dent of Congress, infbrming'lum that the French fleet had sunk a 
74 gun shipT disabled five more, and drove the rest of the British 
fleet into the hodc at New York. We have no later intelligence 
from Virginia than to the 25th uk., when Gen.* Washington had 
twenty-six thousand men, half of them regulars, and was to begin 
his operations by regiidar approaches on the 27 tk God grant that 
he may be successful there and give us peaceable and quiet poasea- 
sion both of our town and ceuntry. 

I am, dear sir^ your humble servant* 

J. ROTLEDGE. 



[No. 194.] Oov. BaOUdge to €^ex, Mariom. 

OcTotfEft 16, 1781. 
DemrSirs 

As some of the wagons from George Town can bring the four 

boxes of Indigo of Mr. Sinclair's that you mentioned, I wish you 

would send it by them. They' will pass by you in two or throe 

days. I must also request the favor of you as soon as the situation 

of the enemy will admit of your so doing, to haye all the Indigo 

brought from the South side of Santee to the North side,, and lod* 

ged at Mr. John Cantey's or some other safe place/ where Mr. 

Richardson will send for it This will, I hope, add considerably 

to our supply, which falls much shorter from below than I expected. 

Our salt here is reduced (o the last half barrel. Be pleased to think 

of us and forward the order to Swinton. The anmiunition you 

wrote for, went down yesterday, I am, dear sir, 

^ Your most obedient servant, 

J.RUTLEDGB. 
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P. S. I will think of what you say about Putnam, and give you 
an answer in a day or two, being at present much' hurried'. 



I 



[Na, 195.J Oen. Cheeiuf to Qm. Marion. 

"^ Head QuARTX^Sy Hiott Hfti.8 Santeb, 

October iS, 1781. 

Dear Sir : , v 

Your letter of the 14th, and the prisoners, haver arrived. Col. 

M^iyham's success is highly honorable to hi|n and corps, and I hope 

will be followed by foture strokes of good fortune. We have got . 

a small supply of salt, but it comes on heavily from the northward,. 

owing to the difficulty of obtaining transpor^aticni. I shodid b^ 

glad therefore' to h^ve it ^educed to a certainty whether salt celn be 

had at Waccamaw, and wheth^ Putnam cansrupply us ^th that 

article, as .well as rum and, sugar, all of which we are in want of 

and' will ^ayia bills for. Since I wrote you before, I have been up 

to Charlotte, where I expected to meet Cols. Shelby' and Sevier 

\yith about 1000 militia^ but they had not arrived. I am anxious 

to collect a forcle.to drive the enemy into Charles Town, a]|d for 

this purpojse urged &en. Sumter ie- colleGt his militia an^ Sotte^ 

troops. as soon as possible, bu^ I am afr^d it will be spme tiKCie b&* 

fore either the moiintain militia or Gen. Sumter be ready to join us 

in the attempt. I am glad to Kear the enemy are moving down into 

thelowpr country j^ and I wish it was more in our power to hasten ^ 

them. The President of Congress, writes me th&t the French fleet* 

have sunk one British' 74 and disabled five more, and drove the 

whole into the hook of New York. Gen. Washington's operations 

against Lord Cornwallis is carrying on with~ all imaginable dili>- 

gence, and by the fi^eenth or twentieth at farthest, it was expected 

thfl^ whole British army woijld be prisoners. Col. Lee has gone to 

solicit a Southern expedition, which. I hope will take place^ and re^ 

lieve this unfortunate asd distressed country* 

I km^ dear sir, youjr nlost obedient servant^ 

NATH. GREENE. 

13 
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[No, 196.] Qen. Marion to LietU. CoL Mayham. 

October 18, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I am not a little surprised to ^nd you hare refused giving up Mr. 
Jno. Oliver's horse, whicli you have impressed, when I sent an or- 
der for that purpose, and I am much more surprised to think that 
you believe I have . assumed more power than I have a right to. 
To convince you, I have sent the (3-overnor's orders to me, as I wish 
not to have any difference with a maji whom I have long had the 
greatest regard for, but in the mean time, if you do not return. Mr. 
Oliver that horse, w^ich I now repeat the order to do, with'out any 
further hesitation, I shall and will try the matter, in ^general court 
martial, which would give me great pain and uneasiness, but must 
do through necessity. I have endeavored to do every thing to com-' 
plete your corps, and shall. still continue tp do so, notwithstanding 
any difference of opinion md,y arise between us, but I think it high 
time tha> you and I should know whether I have the power of com- 
manding you or not This is so essential a point in our country's 
service that I cannot put it off while .it is contested. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

P.MARION.> 

N. B. You w di please send me^ the Governor's letter as soon as 
you have perjised it, andyour.final determination about the horse. 



\No, 197.} Gov, BuOedge to Col Peter Horry. 

> 

V '. . , . i 

/ ^ 

October 22d, 1781. 
Sir: 

I should have answered your letter (received about a week ago) 
sboner, but sickness prevented. I have revoked the order to the 
Brigadier of militia with respect to those who • furnished men or 
money which procured th^m for your Regiment, l)ut this is to ope- 
rate as to what is past^' . I think much more money might and should 
have been paid than I find ^as by many persons from exemption 
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from militia duty, and I hope 'a much better method may be taken 
to recruit our Cavalry than the exempting men from milita duty for 
tiifling snrns. In my order to the offit^fers of militia, a liberty is al- 
lowed to Tolunteers, to join any regular corps of Horse, provided 
the person so serving, do not merely pretend to do so, in order to 
skulk from militia duty, but , that they actually remain with the 
corps which they join, and serve "^ith ^em, under such articles, as 
the rest of the coi'ps does and for a certain time. If you will men-- 
tion McOormick's and Miller's cases to Gen. Marion, he will order 
what is proper to be done on the ocdasion^ I have not the Continen- 
tal iLrticies of war by me. I bM, sir. 

Your very humble servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
P. Sr You will be pleased to make returns to me, of all per- 
sons to whom you have given exemptibnsfrom militia duty, in con- 
sequence of their having furnished men or money which procured 
them for your Regiment, distinguishing the- several militia Regi- 
ments to which the person so exempted bdongs, and the consider- 
ation for which such exemptions was given, and I shall expect to 
receive the returns within ten days. No other persons but such as 
are mentioned in them will be excused from militia duty ; and it is 
proper that the Brigadiers should be furnished with copies of these 
returns, which I shall order to be transmitted to them. You w31 
also furnish me with a list of such as have joined your corps as 
volunteers. 



/ 
( 



\No. 198. J Oen. Gheene to Col Peter Horry, 

HfeAD QUARTEBB, Oct 23d, 1781. 
Dear Sir: 

I have received your favor of the 4th ; thp man that brought it 
did not wait " for * an answer. I am sorry you meet with such em- 
barrassment in procuring horses. I find a^difficulty in accommoda- 
ting the prejudices, of the people, the idea of stripping the mill* 
tia of their horses, for the regular corps, being necessary to promote 
the public service. Both the militia and regulars are necessary to 
support the fiervice, and it seems to me like * robbing Peter to pay 
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Paul, to disqualify tke milida for service to equip the legnlac force. 
I know of no other mode but the middle path, which is to take the 
horses of those only who do not go into the field. The GoTemor 
and myself have had several conversations en the subject of horses, 
and he appears perfectly disposed to do all in hia power, bat the 
means are small and the demand grea^ This is a crisis of affairs ; 
a few days and we can better tell what is best to be [done with re* 
spect to the horses. I expect intelligence daily from VxTgiaia, of 
the most interesting nature; You will please pat youraelf axEd 
corps under command of General Marion, and follow his orders. 
Such of your men as^you cannot mount, you will have armed as 
Infantry to serve on foot A large body of Riflemen are on their 
march to join Gren. Marion, and 1 am in hopes soon to drive the 
enemy into Charles Town. 

With esteemi I am, dear sir, 

Your most obd't humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 199.} . Gov. Rutjedge to Om. Marum. 

OcTodKR 24, 1781^. 
Dear Sir: 

1 mentioned Mr. Peter Sinclair's' case to GFea. Greenet Ex- 
changes between the two armies are now stopped, but (between our- 
selves) the General consents to your proposing, as without bis 
knowledge, the exchange of any particular person whom you have 
or can get for Mr. Sinclair, and I hope yo« may, by this means, fall 
on some means of speedily relieving him. I have sent your letter 
which mentions Co]. Maham's tdung Oliver's horse, to Gen* 
Greene, and recommended his signifying to Horry and Mayham, 
that they are under your orders, and to acquaint, you of that mat- 
ter also. This will4)revent all such and any ether disputes witk^ 
them in future, and make them serviceable. I have not heard from- 
the General since, but I have no doubt that he will do this, as in a 
convention with him lately upon Horry^s conduct, we agreed that 
he should. All the gentlemen of our . council, arrived yesterday, 
No news from Virginia^ but I imagine CoU Lee will bee back in a. 
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week. By liim I hope We shallhare something important. I wisb 
when you can getjat the CommissioDSofthe Peace, which I gave you, 
that you would send them to me, after writing in them the names 
of as many as you think fit for Magistrates. I want to have a list 
of the new Magistrates published) that people nmy know who they 
are, and that the old may forbear acting, tnaty of 4h0m being very 
improper persons. ..Major Tanderhorst telte me that the second cask 
of wine, which you were so obliging as Ui give Col. Postell an or- 
der for, had been removed by Mr. Swioton. I wish you wottld 
have it sent to me, or if you will let me know whecd it may be got, 
and will enclose an order for it, when next you write, I will have 
it sent for. I aiti told that Putnam is coming up to me to endeavor 
to contract for several articles ; however from the specimens I have 
had of him, I believe he is very extravagant, and am in great hopes 
we may ^et supplies on mucK bo^r terms from others. But of 
that I shall soon judge. ^ I havd giv^n-Mr. Clay, who has go&e to 
Newborn, powers and instructkmsto treat with die owners of "die 
prizes lately carried iiito tha^ port; also with J^r. James Nelson 
and others aboitt supplies. I have also sent for Wayne to come up 
here. I expect to see him §ooYi, as I am told he went to North Car- 
olina to bring in some articles, with which he is daily expected at 
George Town. I sent Mr. Ravenel's mare to you by Antigu, the 
day before yesterday. I am told one McCoomber, in a cruising 
galley, is on our coast. I wish this man may ii9t attempt to carry 
off negroes and commit such other outrages as Anthony and the 
like have done. I hope, however, you have issued orde^, agreea- 
bly to ii^r 'instructions to the militia officers iti your district, on this 
subject I wish you would send to hae, per first opportunity, a dis- 
charge fot one Thomas Ackin, 6f the second South Carolina Regi- 
ment of Continentals. He is unfit for duty, and I have promised a 
friend of his to procure him a discharge, in consideration ofliis ren- 
dering some important service to the State. 

I am^ sir, your most obedient -servant, 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
P.S. Be pleased toh&ve the proclamation betewith sent, circa- 
lated in your Brigade. Since writing the within, I have received 
yours of the 23d inst, and that which mentions the ccfnduct of Hor- 
ry's officers. With respect to impressing, I have wrote to the 



198 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 

General requesting that he w31 consent to your proposing an ex- 
cliange of as many of the privates taken by Capt McCoomber, as 
will redeem your other men, besides Mr. Peter Sinclair, who are 
prisoners in the town, and I think he will I shall inform you what 
he sayS; as soon as I see or hear from him'. I have also sent to him 
your letter, concerning CoU Horry, and I have informed. him that 
if I have any other complaint against Horry, I will revoke the press 
warrant and never give him another.. ^ Enclosed is a letter fi>r Hor- 
ry, which I request you will have forwarded, after you havp read, 
and sealed it But I think the best way would be to send for Horry 
to you, and hear what he has to say fo.r such conduct, and talk the 
matter fully over with him, and if he does not giVe ydu sadsfactory* 
assurances (hat he will not abuse the press warraut in future, I will 
immediately withdraw it Be pleased to iziform me, if you should 
send for him, what passes on the occasion. I £nd poor McCul- 
lough is in the Provost ^ hov^ver, it. is impossible to . help him. 
An offer of an e;tchange, as the enemy consider him on^ of their 
subjects, would injure instead of benefitting him. 



[No, 200.J Gov. RuUedge'to Coi. Horry. 

OCTOBBR 27, 1781. 
Sir: . , * 

Enclosed is an extract from a letter which I have receivedJrqm 
Gen. Marion*, It appears .very extraordinary^ that notwithstanding 
with respect to iixtpressing, your officers should act in the manner 
which the General repres^hts. I desire tp^ hear froiti you who the 
officers alluded to are, and what they possibty can offer in extenu- 
ation of conduct, which may be productive of the most mischievous 
consequences, and I assure you, that if I ever* hear ^another com- 
plaint of the abuse of the prpss warrant which, confiding in your 
discreet eyerpise of it, I gave you, I will instantly revoke it and ne- 
ver let you have another. I am very sorry for such repeated com- 
plaints from Gen. Marion, respecting the officer^ of your corps, 
who fippear to take every > st^p in their pqw^r to abuse, insult and 
exasperate the mi|itia. Surely you will see the evil tendency of 
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sucli beliavior, and check it by the most determined conduct, and I 
hope you will> if not I shall very speedily t^ke such a step as will 
most effectually stop it. I am, sir, 

Your humble servsbt^ 

J. RUTLEDGE. 



, THANKS OP CONfmESS. 
Bif the United StcUea^in Gongresa Assembled. 

a 

OcTOBEit 29, 1781. 

Resohedj That the thanks of the ITnited States, in Congress as- 
sembled, be presented to Brigadier Gen'l. Marionj of the South 
Carolina militia, fer his wise, giallant, and decided conduct, in de- 
fending the liberties of his country, ^nd particularly for his prudent 
and intrepid attack 6n a body df British tro6pe,)on tHe 13th day of 
August l&st, and foi* the distinguished part- he too}& ifi the battle of 
the 8tji of September. • * 

Extracts from the minutes. 

CHARLES THOMPSON, Sect'y. 



[No. 201.] Cren. Marian to CoL Feter Horry, 

October 29, 1781. 
Sir: 

I. have the pleasure to inform you fi^m authority, that Lord 
Comwallis and his army surrendered prisoners of war to General 
Washington on the 17th inst. Some of your officers have taken 
two swords and saddles from Brown and Orr, of Capt Green's 
company, which you will order restored, as they are my Light 
Horse and constantly on duty, and must not be disarmed. I wish 
to see you as soon as possible, that I may know for a certainty if 
the complaints 'against your officers' are to be depended on. I am 
told that Oapt. Black is with you. Pleasei order him tp come to me 
to answer for his conduct, which has been much complained of; if 
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h& does Dot come, I «ha21 send and take- Imn. Col. Malmm is on 
cojnmand over the river, with 70 of bis Horse, complete and equip- 
ped. He will do son\ething. I shall be glad to know bow many 
of our Cavalry is con^plete for duty, thjit I may. know how to call 
on you if necessury. I am, with regard. 

Your obedi^it servant, 

F, MAKION. 

• - f 

[fSiK 202.1 JGm. Marumto Col Peter Horry. . 

CaNTSt's PLitNTATlQN, Oct 29, 1^81. 

Svri . .. ' ' . V, . 

I. received yours of the 2Sth ult, with the return pf yo)ir ctorpe. 
I this day wrote yeu fOj* it^but find you are noty/st in a condition to 
act,. and shall npt call 4>q you but when necessity obliges me. Ju^t 
BOW I have ^ largis ho^y of Cavalry^ and can give you time to cocu' 
plete the mostof^ygur mep. I hfive not one ^n^isket to^ spare, and 
you may take any arms from the men, Who have given vsubfiditutes, 
or money to procure, them — but no otjier. Y^u will receive my 
letter wrote this morwg, wherein I desired to see you to settle 
sotne matters of complaint against your officers, an(J i^ convenient 
you will come ; whenever ydU think your corps is in a state to act, ' 
I shall find empl6yment for them. ' lam, 'sir. 

Your bumble sev vant» 
'^ P. MARION. 

N» B. I' have plenty of ammunition. 



[No. ^03.] CW. Feiier HortTf to Qov. RuUedge. ' 

. ^ OcToBPB 30, 1781. 

Sir^' ^ ' 

Yesterday and to-day^ three of your Exj3ellency*s tetteiw came 

. to my hands dated 5th, 2%^ ^d 27l^ insts. In tbe first I am di^ 

^cted to enlist no niore men iov a less time than £faree years. As 

substitution is stopped^ I have ordered in all my ofiiceiv', having no 
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more money. Tha second prevents my taking any more substitutes, 
m yott are pf Ofsploti.B.* bett^ method may be ^len on to recruit 
Cavalry, than exempting the militia from duty for trifling sums. 
<Gi&n0ral Greene directed no particular sum. to be neoeived, but on 
ly giving a substitate, which was done either by money or odi^f- 
' wise, and €ren. Greene nor myself could at that^time devise no bet- 
ter method Co procure regular Cavalry, .which was much wanted, 
Bs the enemy appeaoed to he augmenting theirs. • Enclosed please 
to receive ,a. return- of my stibstitutiing concemsi and the names of 
Tolunteers tliat do duty with me. It is needless my mentioning 
either McCoisnick's o> Millev's csabs tp Gen. Marion, as I find him 
n<^ disposed to give or receive any information from me. Your last 
letter enclosed an extract of a letter from Gen. Marion which says, 
'^ Since the letter you sent to Col. Peter jElorry i^sp^cting impres- 
fling^ horses, his offioera W^t t^' a, general muster, which Col. 
Irvin cajled of h^ Regiment in order to drspght the men for duty, 
thai those officers took their horsids, saddles and swords, which they 
resented and drew up^nd obliged them to give up, or they would 
have been fired on ; since that, some - men earning to camp on duty, 
had their horses, saddles and arms taj^en from them. It is out of my 
power to do anything, as they believe they are to obey no other 
power than Gen. Greene's orders." These are such charges that 
I hope your Excellency will give me leave to endeavor -to confute 
them. A Captain Bla^ck, Gen. Maiion's offieerand not my ofi^cer, 
but a person that assisted Cprnet Elholm^ my recruiting officer on 
Pee Dee, coming down with some men whick El holm . sent me, 
eolled in at the- musterfieUy and il appears that he behaved much 
amiss in endeavoring tp impress, &c.; but while- he continued witk 
xxiBf which MTiLS several days, I had no x^omplaint made against himy 
and if lie was my oS^jr and acted wrong, my quarters were direct- 
ly in Col. Irvin's route to Gen. Marion's canip, and he or Gen. Mar 
noB could wilih gteat ease l^&ye informed me of it. Any person 
whatever that will lodge information to me against any of my offi* 
cers, will find that I am far from upholding them ia .any abuse of 
the inhabitants or of power g^ven them, but will inquire strictly 
into their conduct and giVe satisfactipp to the complaint ; but gen«- 
er al charges are unfair and ungenerous, and difficult, if not impos- 
sible, tp vindicate purselves against. Gen. Marion's charges always 
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say "your officers/' but do.iiot name the officers in partieular; in 
respect to a contempt of authority, I never showed any to your 
Excellency or Gen. M^on, whose authority I never doubted or 
disobeyed. He, a good while ago, and then only was pleased 
(amidst so many general charges of complaints made to you against 
my officers) to write me as follows : '' I am informed that you or 
some of your officers . had ordered a tar-kiln of Brockinton's to be 
set on fire to make coah for yonr workmen ; if it is done, those 
that ordered it shall pay the value of it ^ Capt. Lentid Ifcs given 
Mr. Snow an order respecting his property. If I find it true, that 
gentleman shall be immediately put tinoier . arrest, and tried by a 
Court Martial, for assuming a powers which is only vested in the 
Governor, and delegated to me. I have heard a numo^r of liber- 
ties which your officers have takep out of their sphere and line of 
duty. I shall in future take such stepii with them aa Mrill bring 
them to their senses, for I think t^ey are entirely out at present.'' 
On receipt of this letter,! immediately wj-ote the General an an- 
swer that Capt. Lenud was absent, that I kpew nothing of his or- 
der to Snow nor had I or any of my officers to tny knowledge, or- 
dered any kiln to be set dn fire ; that if. any of them behaved atnisB 
they were aniSiW^erable, and would suffer for it. Since^ that I have 
had no complaint from Gen. Marion, and it was very easy for him 
to name' the officer, which «.ny complaint was lodged against, and 
if he did not confide in inquiries of the matter, he could write me 
to send him the officer, or to driLerhim utider arreiA ; however, I 
.am since told it was Ms officer that ordered the kitn to be set on 
.fire and not mine, Capt Lenud says he only gave Snow a pro- 
Ibction for a horse against any pf his parties taking nlni, as he 
thought the horse unfit for our service. Thus ybu see how tales 
sun to the General, and how ready and willing he is to hear and 
behove them against myself and officers, and as jieadily conveys 
them to your Excellency, and under the ungenerous charge of >CW. 
P. Horry*s queers ; however, after^U his complaints, I received 
his letter yesterday, dated 29th instant His words, arej " I wish 
to see you '' (ler now I am immediately under his command and he 
finds that you have sent me an extract of his letter) " as soon as- 
possible, that I may know for a certainty if the complaints againts 
your officers are to be depended on,'' so 'that after endeavoring to 
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injure lis in your Excellency's opinion ahd drawing your displea- 
sure on lis, he now wishes to know- i£ what he has asserted be t;rue. 
If General Marion's motives for this and other, charges against us 
do not appear to your Ej^cellency, to me they are obvious, but I 
wash not to tire you^ patience. Reprimands I am not accustomed 
to, and sucb ypur Excellency's letter appears to me to be, and so 
severe a one that in the course of n^ar seVen years* service, I never 
received frpm any of my superior oiRcers, and it hurts me much to 
receive thia unmerited, one from your E?tcellency. . I value my 
commission as serying my country with honour and reputation, 
which I. have evet endeavoured to, do^free from any other inter- 
ested noiptivQS. ' I assura you my property is no way augmented by 
serving my cauntry, but much- the reverse. If my conduct is so 
offensive, your Excellency or iG-eneral Marion had best order a 
Court of Inquiry on the same, or that I be tried by a Court Mar- 
tial, then I may have ^an opportunity of vindicating xnyself and 
silencing General Marion's complaints. I have, by General Ma- 
rion's orders, sent for Capt. Black 'to come toiim to answer xjom- 
plaints lodged against him ; and no either officers have ever been 
named to mebiit Capt'Lenud, . Mftjoj Benson will wait on your 
Excellency and fully infprm ycru of all the growds of these com- 
plaints, which I hepe will satisfy, you ; however, if nqt, and if you 
do not rely on my statement of the matter, I will endeavour to get 
leave of my good friend, General Marion, and with .my papers, let- 
ters, &c., support tfa^se my assertions. 

. I am, your Excellency '3 ob'^t^sServ't, ^ 

/■ PETER HORRY. 



[No. 204.] Qen^ Ghreene to Col. Peter Sorry. 

Head Quarters, High Hills Santee, > 
^ ^ . October 30, 1781. J 

De^rSir: . 

I have just received your liitter by Lieut Huggins and Capt. 
Gough, I congratulate you on the glorious news from the north- 
ward, the surrender of LordCornwallis and army to Gen. Wash-, 
ington and.his army. It is said to have happened on the 17th. Na 
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official aceounts kare arrireds but the chaanel through which the 
intelligence comes, leases do room to doubt its authenticity. £ 
wrote to you a few day days since to join Gren. Marion and to take 
his orders in all mntters till you hear further from me. If that let- 
ter should not have come to hand» you will please join the General 
immediately on ^e receipt of this. It is not a little surprising h^w 
my letters miscarry, not one of your's has remained unanswered 
long in my hands. As soon a% I hear from Gen. Washington; you 
shall hear further from me <m the recruiting service. 
I am» dear sir, ^ * 

Your most Q))edient htirable servant, 

J. RUTLEIKJR 



[i\fe. 205.] Qw). RiUledge to Ckl. Ptter Horry. 

OcTOBBJl31,176l/ 

Sir: ^ ' 

I have receivefd your letter of the 28th inst, per Lieut* Hti^jgins, 
but I sent to you under cover to G«l Marion last week, a full an- 
swer to youV letter on the same subj^t of volunteers and snbsti- 
ttttes, so that it is unnecessary to repeat here what yon have cer- 
tainly received some days ago. Mr. Snipes* is muchnlistakenas to 
w^hat you mention; I have given orders to the Colonels of the 
Southern Regiments on that point, and desired OoL Sanders to 
show Capt. Kirkburn my letteir relative to it 

I «m, sir, your very humble servant, 

J.I^UTLEDGB. 



[No, 806.J Col. Peter Sorry to Gen, Greene.- ' v 

. Indian Town, October 31, 1781. 
Dear General :' , 

(Agreeably to your orders, I have put myself and corps under 
General Marion^ comniand. I before wrote you that while the 
enemy continued in the country, I was willing to i^ubmit to your 
commands; and be in any manner employed by you in t&e service 
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J- 

of my couBtry that you thought fit I used to submit to General 
Marion's' orders with pleasure, but at present I assure you it is disf* 
agreeable, to mei and all nay officers that have expmenced his late 
usage. That gentleman, for reasons to me obvious, but which I 
forbear to trouble yoti with» seom^^o have used every means in his 
power, by writing to the Governor toprejwiLce myself and pfficera 
in hiu opinion, and has drawn twp letters from the Governor to> 
me, which are huch reprimands that the like I never m near seven 
years' service experienced from a6y of my superior officers, and 
which. I declare to be groundless, and which indeed General Ma- 
rion writes that he wj^ibes me to come to his camp to know fbr a 
certainty if the complaints against my officers are to be depended 
on, after writing them to the Governor a& facts. I wish you to in- 
form nae if myself, and corps are on Continental or State establish- 
m^ntr If on continental,: I sha^ receive my orders from no other 
person but yourself, and wish you to sendtne cdmmissions for my 
officers. No mor^ substitutes being allowed^ atid my "money being 
out, I have ordered in all my recruiting, officers, and wish to know 
how 1 am to complete my comxifiand.of men. Major Benson waits 
on you, and will c^ry your commands to me. 

,1 am,, deaf General, your obedient servant, 

. PETER HORRY. 



[iVo. 207.] Maj.DerTjU Hurt to Ook Richard Hampton. 

1 

, Thursday Night, Nov. 1, 1781. 

Dear Colonel : 

I this moment returned from Head Quarters, but the Governor 
and the General both disapprove of moving the stock, ekcept those 
belonging to people whoare obliged to go off; the Governor would 
not undertake to do anything respecting the Tories, and afler keep< 
ing me the day out, sent me to Gen. Greene, who says hewiU take 
the matter up in a few days, but at the present- can do nothing with 
them'. I have certain ac^iounts of abput 150 Tories beiijg gone to 
town ; they are promised clothes,, Ulankets and arms ; they have 
carried 4 -v^a,gons . Sluid tb be for ammunition,. &:c» . Gen. Sumter 
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is by tliis tune in camp ; I expect to be there , myself on Sunday, 
would have gone immediately on^but the family is very ill. 
I am^ ()ear Colonel, your very humble seprant, 

DERRILHART. 

_ I 

P.'S. The Governor was surprised to hear of your ^oing on this 
expedition. 



{No. 208.J Gov. Rutledge to Col. P. Hirrry. 

November 4th, 1781. 
Sir: . • 

I received yours of the Slst ult, with the several papers enclosed 
in the letter^ which is "referred to. I am exceedingly sorry for the 
misunderstanding. which seems to have taken place between Gen. 
Marion and you. However, I am in hopes now, that as you are 
both together, it will subside and nothing of the sort happen in 
future. ' I could not suppose thatt his complaints of your ojHcers' 
conduct were ill founded ; therefore, I expresi^ed myself as if they 
w^re just. I am glad to find youir account of the n^atter so favor- 
able, and doubt not that Gen. Manon will be convinced that' he has 
been misinformed. When I was at Mrs. Motte's, at ^ongaree, 
about 12th September, I gave Maj. Hyme, commissions for all the 
oflB.cerii' of your corps, as well as of Col. Mayham's. You may 
therefore, g^ cpmmissions for your officers, by sending to Maj. 
Hyma 1 am sir, your very humble servant^ ^ 

X rutlIjdge. 



[No. 209.] 'Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion. 

Mt.' Richardson 'Plantation, Nov. 5th, 1781. 
Deur Sir : . " ' 

your favor of the 2nd, I have receivTed. Officers of the-militia 
not in arms, are iipon the game footing as privaties. Those you 
sent up are upon parole, until the enemy give an answer upon the 
subject. Gen. Sumter has orders io take post at Orangeburg, to 
prevent the Tories in that quarter from conveying supplies to Town, 
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and liis advance parties will penetrate as low as Dorchester ^ there- 
fore you may act in conjundtion with him, or employ your troops 
on the enemies left, as yoti onay find from information they can 
best be employed. Ple^e to give me your opinion, on which side 
ydu think they can be the mod^ useful ) also, give me an account of 
the force, you have with you^ including the Riflemen^ Horry's and 
Mayham's Cprps. With esteem and regard, 

I am dear sir,. your most obedient humble servant, 

' NATH. GREENE. 



1 ^ - 

1^0^ 210'.] Gen. Grreene to Col. Peter H^ry, 



H^AD QtJAETEKS, Nov. 6, 1781. 

I^ear Sir *♦ , « ' » - 

Your letter of the 30th October^ by Major iBenson, I. have re- 
ceived.' Nothing gives me more pain' than to find disputes and dis- 
agreements begifining amon^ofEcers high in rank and on whom the 
people have their eyes for examples. Such, disputes will weaken 
our own exertion^ ahd encourage the enemy^ fcr they will be in- 
formed of all these matters^ The high opinion- 1 have of both of 
you, as >well m matters of patriotism as good sense^ induces me to 
hope that you have b\it to meet and all matters will be accommoda- 
ted to your mutual satisfaction. Cron. Marion capnotwish to injure 
you after knowing how much you have don6 and suffered for the 
cause: It is your interest to.be friends; it is- the interest of the 
public that ^ou should be so, and let me beg of you to render things 
as agreeable as possible. The General^ is a good man ; few of us 
are without "faults ; let his virtues veil his' if he has any. Let 
neither prepossession or resentment widen the breach between you. 
Your bleeding country demands a sacrifice of little injuries, and 
your own good sense will ppitit out the best mode of avoiding them. 
I beg leave, to recommend harmony and concord between you, as 
the too'st ef&ctual way of rendering the service n[iost agreeable ta 
yourselves and beneficial to the public. Oi^r public affairs are at 
such a crisis, and the capture of Lord Com wallis and his army 
will make such a change ift our measures, particuHrly.in theOav- 
alry departlAent, that I cQunot at present decide anything on that 
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head,' nor until I receive Gen. Washington's dispatches^, which are 
daily expected. As soon as this .happens^ you shall hear further 
from me on this subject I am, dear sir, ^ - 

Your jnost obedient humble senrant, 

NATH. GREENE, 



[iVb. 21t] Gen: Marumto CM. PtUr Bmry. . 

November 6, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Capt. Withers arrived hiBre with his troops yesterday ^.at 2 o'clock 
P. M.f which came too late for the present design, but a grand 
movement will take^lace in two or three days, wlysn I shall pass 
the river. Gen. Greene has called for your return, and -I will 
send t^e one you made mej but must t4ke notice you mention in 
your last, that Capt. Withers has all that' is fit £<Sf duty. If you 
have any more men fit for duty, I beg you will send them- to me 
iminediately, as I am obliged to take^ post low down the country. 
^Qclosed is what you desire. ^ 

I am, with great regard, ypur obd't servant, 

' ' . • F. MARION. 



[No. 212.J D> Doyle, D. Adjutant General (of the" BrUishJ ta 
'*' . Gen% Marion. 

Head Quarters, Camp ai' Ravenel's PiANTATioN, )' 

• ' November 9, 1781/ ) 

Sir : . ^- '•'■.'• 

I am directed by Brigadier GeneM Stewart to state^ to youaa 
outrage that has been offered by a party (who style themselves un- 
der yolir command) to a safe-guard placed nt'the- widow ^venel's 
plantation, for the purpose of protecting her house ;, although her 
family are avowedly opposed against us. Some day last week, a 
certain Mr. Daniel Ravenel, with^mtf armed meni.came to Mrs. 
Ravenel's, and after abasing the safe-guard, left solely iov her pro-^ 
teclaon, took his s^ord which they have Cftrried off >a6d n^^^er since 
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returoed. As such improper behavior will be the meacs of- pre- 
venting the General'* protecting the peacteble, helpless families, 84 
he would wish to do without respect to party ; he therefpre desires 
me to represent to you the necessity of > ordering the pword to be 
immediately retimed to the safe-guard) which as coDAonaat to pol- 
icy as well as humanity, the General has no- doubt you will reur 
dily acquiesce in. Upon every movement of the BriUsh troops, ^le 
General would wish to send safe guards to the neighboring planta* 
tions to protect the harmless neutral individuals, but for the fear of 
their being ill-treated by the mistaken zeal of the irregulars of your 
party. It would seem well worthy the attention of both armies to 
prevent as much 'as ppseiible the horrors of war being carried to ex- 
tremes, by stamping upon safe->guards the respect and sftcredness 
which they receive in every civilized ccmntry. 
I have the honor to be^ sir, 

Your noost obedient servant, 

J. DOYLE, Dep. Adj. Gen. 



[No. 213.] Gen, Marion to Col 'Beter Horry. 

s 

November 9, 1781. 
Sir : 

I recmved yours of yesterday's date. I only wait for the re- 
mainder of your Cavalry fit for duty to pass the river. My order 
from Gen. Greene is to take post on the left of the enemy, and 1 think 
to take post at or near Huger's Bridge, in St. Thomas. Gen. Sum- 
ter is to take post at Orangeburg, and to penetrate to Dorchester ; 
my post will be active, and ipake, no doUbt the enemy- s Horse will ^ « 

try to remove me, which is the reason I am anxious to get as many 
Cavalry as will be a match for them. You will find me there o^ 
about that q^uarter, and shall be happy to see you« if it will not re*- 
tard the completing, your men. If you have reason to believe 
that Sol. Miller has forged the certificate, you wiU have him brought 
before a magistrate, and if -proved tfiud him to jail for forgery aod 
a cheaX ; if you are apprehensive that he will make his escape, jo« 
will send and take him, and then carry him before & Justice df the 
14 . 
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Peace, and should nothing be proved against him, and there is yet 
presumptive proof, you will either keep hiin in confinement or send 
him to me, and I will endeavor to make such a villain suffer for 
such an atrocious crime, which is not to be passed ovei^ by any means 
whatever.' Enclosed is an order for salt, and beg you will be sa.- 
ving on that article, as my stock runs very low, for I have supplied 
Gen. Greene and almost every corps in the State for a considerable 
time. I am sorry I had not the pleasure of seeing Capt. Gough, 
who passed within half a mile of me. The reason he gave for not 
calling, was, ** I was" angry with thfe corps he waa in," and I am 
sorry to find any gentlemi^n can have so little and despicable an 
idea of me. If I find fault with officers for anything I am made to 
believe they have done wrong, I cannot be ang^y with any one, but 
the very action itself, and I assure you, I am not capable of anger 
with individuals, when I am acting in a publiq capacity, but for 
public errors against the good of my country. 
I am, dear sir, with esteem. 

. Your piost obedient humble servant, . 

t'. MARION. 
N. B. The post I mean to take and that of Gen. Summer's is a 
secret. . • 



[No. 214.] Extract of a Letter from General Greene to Colonel 

Peter Horry. 

Head Quarters, Nov. 11, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

" I have received your favor of the 8th. It affords me great plea- 
sure to hear you and Gen. Marion have come to a satisfactory ex- 
planation. Men of honest hearts and good intentions very seldom 
prosecute each other long, after an opportunity of comparing notes, 
especially where both parties are governed by reason and beneto- 
lence. Blankets are so scarce with us that more than three-fourths 
of our men are without Mr.,Clay is -gone to Newbern to purchase 
a quantity ; should he succeed equal to his orders, and you fail, I 
wfll try to assist you, though the extent of my orders will not come 
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Up to our demands. Gen. Marion will inform you of tbe enemy's 
lossin Virginia." 

With esteem, I am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

. N. GREENE. 



[No, 215.J Gen. Greene to Gen. Marion,] 

Head Quarters, Nov. 11, 17&1. 
Dear Sir : 

I have just received your letter of yesterday. The reinforce- 
ment you 'mention renders your, proposed plan o/ operations upon 
the enemy's left a little dangerous, until you. know biore of their 
strength and intentions'. By Col. Morris, I was informed^ that Gen. 
Leslie was in New York, but I thought from the circumstances of 
the storm in Tv^ich he disappeared, it was much more pcobable that 
he was lost ; and that the enemy would either evacuate or reinforce 
Charles TowJ3, I had not the least doubt upon the fall of Corn- 
wallis. If the reinforcement is considerable, we may have active 
operations again. As there will be a dispute for the country, we 
are preparing to get in motion. You will watch the enemy closely 
and let me know if they make any movements, > Should the enemy 
attempt to cross the Santee, desire Qapt. Eggleston, who is on Black 
River, to join you. I will write lo him^ to that effect. Gen. Sum- 
ter is gone to take post at Orangeburg. Enclosed is an extract 
from'Gren. Washington's letter, from which you may see the ene- 
my's loss in Virginia is very great ; further particulars are daily ex-» 
pected. I atn, dear sir, ' • 

Your most obedient servant, 

. N. GREENE. 



Extract of a letter from Gen. Washington to Gen. Greene, 

York Town, Oct 24, 1781. 
*' The number of prisoners is not accurately ascertained, but from 
the best estimate, will amount to 7,000, exclusive of seamen, 74 
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bra$s and 140 iron cannon, with 7,32.0 muskets wbich ace already 
returned. The number of seamen exclusive of those on board the 
prirate ships, will amount to 8 or 900.'^ 



[No, 216.y Oen, Greene to Gen. MaHon. 

Head Quabteb», Nov. 15, 17&1. 
Dear Sir : 

Your favor of the 14th is just come to hand ; it is now lale in 
the afternoon; as you are at liberty to act as you; think «,dvisablej> 
I have no particular instructions to give you, and only wish you to 
avoid a surprise. Gen. Sumter is gone to Orangeburg, and the ar-« 
my will move on that route the day after to-morrow. "What you 
conjecture respecting the evacuation- of Charles Town, may take 
place, but if it does, the garrison will not go to Savannah, nor do 
I believe an evacuation probable ; that of Wilmington I think likely. 
As soon as we cross McCord's Ferry, please to give me intelligence 
of your position, and I shall depend upon your guarding our left, 
after we get down as low as Four Holes, to which place we shall 
march by slow and eajsy marches j should the enemy have in con- 
templation a retreat to -Georgia by land, the Four Holes will be a 
proper place to intercept them on their march. But be assured 
they will not attempt it, nor can I flatter you with hopes of getting 
aid of them at so easy a rate. I expect several more good hard . 
. fights this y^rinter, and if we hold our ground until spring, possibly 
an evacuation may take place for fear of a combined operation with 
the French fleet, which we can hardly hope for this fall ; but let 
this rest with yourself, and also keep our intended position a secret 
until we are better informed respecting it an^ its advantages. - * 

I am, dear sir, yt)ur humble servant, 

N. GREENE- 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 213 



[No. 217.| J. Doyle^ (of the British) Deputy Adjutant General^ to 

txeneral Marion, 

HlUD QuXRTBRS, CaHP at RAtrfiNELS, ) 

NoTember 20, 1781. J 
Sir r 

I am directed by Brig. Gen. Stewart toTepriSient to you aa out* 
rage that ^las been committed by a - party of your oofps, under 
tbe command of Col. Mabam, upon a parc^ of' mck, helpless 
soldiers/ in an Hospital at Colleton's Hou«e, on ike morning of tbe 
S7th inst. The burning' an, Hospital and dragging away a number 
of dying pieopl^ to eipire in swamps, is a species of barbarity Hith- 
erto unknown in civilized nations — ^speotally wb^n that hospital has 
been left witboiit a guard for its defence — that coul(} justify an at- 
tack upon its defenceless ihhabita,ntfl . For the sake of humanity, 
sir, the General is unwilling to believe that such unmanly proceed- 
ings^ could meet your countenanoe, and he therefore expects that 
those unhappy sufierers may be sent immediately as prisoners on 
parole, to prtvent thei^ perishing for warit of necessaries and medi- 
cines. The sick and. helpless seem not, proper objects for military 
prowess, and attacks on Hospitals are among your own Continental 
army hitherto unprecedeiSted. The Hospital at Camden wag 
by Gen. Greene's^rder, protected, although it had an armed guard 
for its internal police. 

I have tlie honor ti> be, sir. 

Your m6st obedient humble servant) 

J. DOYLE, Dep. Adj. Gen. 



[No. 213.] Cfen, Sumter to Gen. Marion* 

A 
« 

C^AN0ESi7B&, Nov. 23,- 1781. 
Sir: . ^ 

I have some reason to think 6-en. Greene don't mean to move 
downward utml the lower posts are well explored, and the number 
and situation of the enemy accurately ascertained, t eim perfectly 
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unacquainted voth the enemy's position and strength towards Coop- 
er River; to know which and to confer with you upoaseveral oth- 
er points of consequence, I send Major Bleauford, the bearer here- 
of, to wait upon you, in whom you may confide, and to whom I 
heg you would give your opinion upon such matters as I have di- 
rected him to mention to you ; the most profound secrecy is abso- 
lutely necessary ; certain disappointment and ruin would attend 
our operations to have the design known. The enemy in this quar- 
ter are numerous in horse, but not formidably. I refer you to the 
Major for particulars, as he is able to give you the fullest account 
of the state of things, t am, sir, with great respect, > 

Your obedient humble servant, 

THOS. SUMTER. 



[No. 219.] Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion, 

9 

, N.OYEMBER 23, 1781. 

Dear Sir: - 

Herewith you will receive Several writs, (according to J;he list 
underwritten) for electing members of the Senate and House of 
, Representatives. I request that ypu will be pleased to insert in 
each the names of three such persons as you think ii\ost proper to 
manage the elections, and then have the writs forwarded by carefal 
hands as soon as possible to those persons, or one of them, that they 
may proceed to- the election of this' business. You will observe 
that where an election can be held in the parish or district for 
which members Are to be chosen, it must be held in the nearest to 
it, where the greatest number of persons entitled to vote can meet 
with safety and convenience. Upon this point you will be able to 
form a good judgment, and I wish you would give the managers 
whom you appoint your acl»vice with respect to the places most pro- 
per for holding these elections, where* they carfnot be held in their 
own panshes. In such . cases I should suppose that elections for 
several parishes might be held at one plat:«. It would be best to 
fix on such places as we have good reason to believe elections may 
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be held at. However, I have no doubt that you will have this 
matter conducted In the best manner. 

I am, with great regard, dear sir, 

Your.inost obedient servant^ 

J. RUTLEDGE. 
Writs of election for the parishes of Christ Church; St John's, 
Berkley County ; St. James, Goose Creek ;. St. Thomas and St 
Dennis; St. James, Santee; PrinCQ Frederick; St. David; for mem- • 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives. . A writ for 
electing members of the House of Reptesentafives for All Saints. 
Writs of election for a member of the Senate .for Prinze George, 
Winyaw and All Saints ; members df the House of Representatives 
for Prince George, Winyaw..' Be pleased to /forward immediately 
by a trusty person, (and with a guard if necessary) the packet here- 
with sent for Gen. Ba,fnwell. 



^ [Jjfo. 220,] Gm.Ghreme to Gen. Marion. 

Head Quarters, Bupkaead, Nov. 24, 1781, 
Dear Sir : 

Your letters of the 18thand2l8t of this month I have received. 
The enemy complains bf Col. Maham in at1;acking and drag- 
ging off ^a number of their .distressed sick frotti theJr Hospital. I 
shall be obliged to Cof. Maham to give me a particular report of 
the condition of the prisoners he* ftiade as' well as, the manner of 
making them, also of the special reasons which induced hina to bum 
the Hospital^ I have not the leasjt doiibt but that their charges are 
groundless as to inhumanity, and that burning the. Hospital was to 
destroy the stores, . which could ' not* be effected any other way ; 
but T wish to have materials to contradict their charges with. I am 
very sorry the Riflemen are^oing so soon-; . I understand from Cols. 
Shelby and Sevier that the !nen were engaged to stay until spring, 
or until Charles Town was reduced. In expectation of their co- 
operation with us, we are on our march to the FourvJHoles. If they 
leave ils before ou^ reinforcement arrives, it will both embarrass and 
expose us. Tjaey are on the march and will be. here before many 
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days. TeTI tfaem tEerefore that I beg them to continue witli you 
until they arrive. Wilmington » evacuated, which will give the 
enemy- here a reinforcement, and therefore we shall be more ex- 
posed if they leave us. Please to inform me how and on what 
terms Col. Sevier can enlist his men, and if on a consultation with 
the Governor and council I can think' my self just^ahle and the 
conditions are agreeable, I will take the matter under consideration . 
I am afraid the position y^u propose upon the enemy'^ right wil^ 
expose our left when we move down. We. must, if possible, en- 
deavor to post our troops so as to be able to collect and continue oiir 
ibrce upon the shortest notice. But if the enemy are gone as low 
ms Groose Creeks the danger of your position will be less, at > any 
rate ydu must keep patroles on the enemy's right to make as early 
discoveries as possible of any movements on our lef|, and let those 
patroles have orders to give us the earliesi ititelligence thereof If 
you think the cattle of St. Thonias' parish in danger, I wpiild not 
hesitate to have them drove off. Doubtless as the enemy find them- 
selves straitened for . provisions, they will push for cattle most un- 
der their command, and it appears the parish of St. Thomas is 
formidable for sudden descents, and the nearer they draw to town, 
the, greater detachmento'tnay be made for thiis^ort of service. You 
can best judge how far the swamps and thi<:kets are to be depended 
on for a security to these cattle. I would not wish to remove them 
if they are not in danger, for they may serve by and by for our 
own subsistence. Have you heard pf any ^action to the southt^ard 
lately] Reports prevail of two; one at Port Royal, the other by 
Gen. TWiggs, in both of which we are «uccessfui * 
I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

. ^ . ' N. QREENE. 



[No, 221.] H. Hampton to Capt. William Butler. 

HrOH HvLts Santbe, Nov. 24, 1781* 
Dear Sir : 

Some time sin^e, I heard of your intention of entering the ser- 
vice, but more particularly from Mr. Cams, who promised, to do 
me the favor to speak to you on the occasion.* From the throng of 
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business and the want of opportunity, I have never had it in my 
power to write to you until the present period. You have no doubt 
been informed of the nature of the service with the particular es- 
tablishmetit of my Regiment, therefore need say nothing on that 
hdad. 1 shall only say that I have reserved for you aA appoint- 
ment of Captain, whieh is all that is in my power ; however, by 
ypur filling tbe first company (which from your known influence I 
^ think you'll do][ yo?:i will be entitled to iirst rank, and in that case 
it will vkA be long before you will be entitled to a Majority. It is 
therefore necessary that yt>a lose uo time in having your company 
filled ; by the first jtafe conveyance I shall send further directions 
and advices from, dear sir, ^ . - 

'Your obedient humble servant, 

* H. iaAMPTON. 



V 



[iVb. 882.] Gen. Murion to Col. Peter Horry. 

CoMMINGTEE, Ndv, 28, 1781. 
JDenr Sir .• • ^ 

I have received yo«i*8 with the return of your corps. I want 
you to go on command with your whole corps from this through 
Wadboo,' around Monk's Comer, and dowh towards Goose Creek 
as low as possible, to reconnoitre the e^emy and ^et all the intelli- 
gence <^ their situation and movements. I will sehd you guides ; 
the route will be nineteen or twenty miles to Goose Creek Bridge, 
where I heard the eiiemy lay, but probably they are moved lower 
down since- You may. set out this afternoon or to-morrow early. 
If you stay to*night you will forage in the neighborhood where it is 
io be had. In respect to Lesetoe it is proper you acquaint Gen. 
Greene with his arrest, and hb will send me power to order a gen- 
eral Court Martial. 1 wish to see you before we move. 

I am^ with esteem, your ob4't. serv'L, 

F. MAEIOK. 
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[No. 223.] Gov, Rudedge to Gen, Mariam. 

Decembbb 4, 1781: 
Dear Sir: 

I have received yourg of the Ist inst, by Mr. Vfllepontoux; such 
men as the and ■ are to be excepted in the procla- 

mation. You may either take sufficient bail {or their appearance 
at Court and the Assembly when they meet, or send them to me, 
as you think proper, if they should «ome out I am much of your 
opinion, that several scoundrels will quit thetown and surrender 
themselves in order to obtain a pardon • by serving six month» 
in the mililja, but it does not follow that they will be pardoned. 
Those whose conduct, and character have been so infamoui5> that 
they cannot, consistent with policy or justice be admitted to the privi- 
leges of Americans, may and .ptobably will be sent back. Be 
pleased to make a return to me^ as soon as thB limited time by the 
last proclamation expires, of all Who have surrendered agreeably 
to it. As G-en. Greene set off last Tuesday for Four Holes and the 
lower part of the country,.! am in hopes you have seen each other 
before now, and I am inclined to believe that his position will be 
such, even before his reinforcements arrives at Head Quarters, that 
the enemy will not think it safe to venture into the country. After 
those reinforcements arrive, I think he will keep them b^elow the 
Quarter House, unless Charles Town should be reinforced, which 
J do not think will be immediately. ^The Surrender of Cornwal- 
lis must perplex Clinton as well as the Ministry, and I apprehend 
he will wait for their directions what step to take ne^t I do not 
think, however, that the enemy will evacuate the town until they 
see a force on c^r part, 'sufficient to compel them td do so.' Th^y 
are under great apprehension (and I hope with g6od reason) for their 
West India possessions. .You do not say. what you have done, with 
Barnes ; you may either send him (tinder guard) to Gen. Greene 
or to me. I am, Avitb great esteem, dear sir, . 

Your very humble servant, 

J.RUTLEDGE. 



y-N 
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\No. 224.J Lieift. Peter FoistintoGen. Marion. 

December 7, 1781. 
Dear General: - 

I take, my pen in hand with the greatest pleasure imaginable, to 
acquaint you that I have at last returned home, from a tedious and 
disagreeable captivity. I make no doilbt but you have seen Capt. 
Dunbar, who, I hope, has acquainted you with all the distresses 
and vicisitudes of fortune that haye attended us since I have had the 
pleasure of seeing you/ How shall I paint to you the unhap- 
piness I feel in not beiiig able to take any further active part in 
the field, and to maintain that rank among my countrymen which I 
have endeavored to merit. Rely on it that it is not for want of in- 
clination, but rendered incapable by frequent and severe returns of 
that cruel disorder, the gout, which is my inevitable lot, for life ; 
therefore W'hen the Regiments are consolidated I would wish to re- 
tire, notwithstanding still anxious for the public good, I am and 
shall be ever willing and desirous to exert my weak abilities to 
promote the glorious cause we are jc^ntly engaged in, and should 
there be anything in which I can reftder my country any services 
in fliese parts, I shall ever acknowledge it an obligation if you 
would call upon mej 1 will cheerfully fill any post that I am capa- 
ble of holding. I would be Very happy to hear from you. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

PETER FOISSIN. 



\No, 22&^\ . Capt Thomas Shuhrick to Gen. Marion, 

■« 
Head Quarters, near Jacksonborough, ) 

» Dec;ember 7, 1781. ) 

Dear Sir .• • 

I am directed by the General to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 5th inst, and also of the several others there mention- 
ed, and to inform you that his having been absent from the army 
for some time past, prevented his answering them. The articles 
you mention being in want of in your last, were very scarce when 
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he left camp ; if any liave arrived since, part of it shall be forward- 
ed to you. He entirely approves of the position you have taken, 
but would caution you against venturing too low down, lest they 
should throw a large party in your rear, but the reliance he has in 
your conduct and prudence renders this precaution unnecessary. 
I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, dear General, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

THOS. SHUBRICK, Aid-de-Camp. 



\No. 226.] Gen. Barnwell to Gtn. Marion. 

jPokt Royal, Dec. 12, 1781. 
Dear Sir : ' 

\\, is with infinite pleasure, I set down to address an old acquain- 
tance, and one to whom, hot only myself but the whole country, is 
SO particulariy obligated for his unwearied assiduity in the V^^ar, at 
a time when every difficulty which arises from a superior army, 
and every disadvantage that attends a diffident, unveiling, and undis* 
ciplined body 6f men, had caused all hope^ even in the most san- 
guine tb expire, and a generaj shameful submission of every otner 
part of the country (bift tliat which was inspired by your presence) 
was the natural consequence, and yet my worthy friend arose ^Ur 
perior to every accumulated disadvantage, and shortly I hope will 
demand at the gates of Charles Town, a reparation of his country's 
wrongs ; there will I do myself the honor of attending him. Your 
faVor of the 2d.^ in paH I received yesterday; the writ of elec- 
tion on the 7th came to hknd, and if the gentlemen to whom 
I dispatched- them, do their duty, will be in time, except St. 
Helena, "^hich I was prevented from bringing, by the wind and 
the rain, that obliged me to alter the days of election to the 24th 
and 25th. What influence I have shall be used, most a^uredly, to 
obtain g6od men fot< members, for believe me sir, I dread the meet- 
ing of the Houise at Camden at a period when our^ presence is so 
necessary in the field. I will issu^e orders immediately that the 
Charles Town gentlemen shall join ''you, although you have been 
misinfornied relative to their doing duty, being, generally speaking, 
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as constant as the others, but all very bad» nor will anything 
but personal ruin, bellowed irom the tongue of a Briton, rouse 
them, and then to scold or continue a short time in the field) a month 
is too much for almost any of them to bear. The enemy have evao 
uated this place near a month, and I waj»> in&rmed that Ebenezer 
was abandoned, but that was a mistake ; the Hessians were relieved, 
and their baggage going down the river occasioned th^ error, which 
was natural at that juncture. From late information the forces in 
Georgia consists "of the Hessians, Fanning's, Delajney's, Brown'si 
Major Wright's Infantry and Campbell's Horse, anoounting to six 
hundred, and four hundied irregulars ; these last I cannot but think 
exaggerated. I expect to hear from that place in a few days, and 
will write you more particularly. Stafford's Regimept is on Sa- 
vannah River, Harden's I have ordered collected to join the Gen* 
eral, Wilkinson's are employed with the army about Stono. I make 
no doubt G-en. Greene has informed you by this time; their number, 
as I heard ^ were one hundred and fifty, exclusive of as many more 
on John'i^ Island { Major McClure, of Georgia, acquainted me he 
had sent me a barrel of porter and a cheese to George Town ; will 
you be so obliging as to forward it to Head Quarters for me. 
I am, with respect and esteem. 

Yours, most sincerely, . 

JNO. BARNWELL. 



[No, 227. \ Qen. Greene to Gen. Marion. 

Head Quarters, Ro<i7NoO, Dec. 13, 1781. 
Dear Sir ; . 

The information of ipy being gone to Georgia is wrong. The 
army is at this nlace, and Col. Lee with a flying party, but very 
strong, is posted between Ashley and the Edisto to cover that part 
of the country. Gen.- Sumter is posted at Oranggburg and Fonr 
Holes to cut off the Tories from a communication with the British 
army. The Tories are coming in in great numbers daily. G^n. 
St. Clair is approaching fast with a strong reinforcement; as soon 
as he arrives we shall draw near the enemy's lines ; in the mean* 
time I hope you will be able to keep your position and prevent the 
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enemy from drawing supplies from that part of tlie country. I am 
sorry to inform you that the one thing needful has not arrived, but 
IS hourly expected 5 the moment it comes to hand you shall be fur- 
nished. Such of the militia as come out from the enemy's lines 
and engage our service ought to take an oath of fidelity before they 
are put upon duty, and if it was practicable I should rather have, 
them in a separate corps, but this is not absolutely necessary. The 
enemy have detached a body of troops to Savannah, up'on the sup- 
position that this army was moving that way f this mistake arose 
from our position. I am, dear sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



\No. 228.] Extract of a letter from Gen, Greene to Col Peter Horry, 

Head QuARtERS, Round O, Dec. 14, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

If Mr. Isaac Leger is guilty of disobedience of orders and you 
think proper to bring him to trial for it, ord^r him to camp and for- 
ward the charges, but perhaps it may be as well to forgive him, if 
he is sensible of his fault and promises to do better in &ture, but 
not without, for that would be an encouragement to disobediepce 
of orders. Your soldiers seem to have much less patience than 
ours. Our Horse have jieither cloaks nor blankets, nor have our 
Troops received a shilling of -pay since they came into jhis country, 
nor is there a prospect of any, and yetxhey don't complain; how- 
ever this is no bar to the justice of your people's claim, and I wish it 
was in my power to assist you, but tlie public have not furnished 
me with a shilling of money for this department ^ince I have had 
the command here, except paper, of which I could make no use. 
We took a couple of boats at Augusta, which Were sold, and the 
product is all I have had for special services and ipatters of intelli- 
gence. My situation has been very distressing and is so still, but I 
hope if the officers stand by me with the same virtuous attachment 
they have done, we shall get through our difficulties in time, and 
I shall take a pride and pleasure in doing justice to your services. I 
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have not heard from Gen. Washington upon the 'subject of the 
Cavalry, nor can I tell why' Major Hyrne detained your Commis- 
sions, unless it was to have the matter settled whether the corps 
were to be State or Continental, Cavalry. It is possible I might 
have advised to it but do not remember it ; application being made 
to him, he will satisfy you on the subject. I have engaged Mr. 
Putnam at George Town to get me some blankets ; should he suc- 
ceed, you shall haVe part. All kinds of cloth we are in want of 
and In the greatest distress on the same account ; near one half of 
our soldiers have not a shoe to their feet and not ablanket to ten men 
through the line. I am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 229.] Gen. Greene to Gen, Marion. 

Head Quabters, Round O, Dec. 14, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

I have just received your letter of the 12th, and have sent you 
all the ammumition that arrived ; more is expected daily. I am 
sorry that the enemy have it in their power to take off rice with im- 
punity, but it is neither your or my fault. If we are not supported 
and supplied with the means to defend the country we cannot help 
it. Ix, is true our masters are poor, and among some of them incli- 
nation is wanting, particularly in Virginia ; but be not discouraged, 
I look forward for better days. 

With esteem and regard, I' am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 230.] Gov. Rutledge to Gen. Marion. 



High Hills of Santee, Dec. 15, 1781. 
Dear Sir :■ 

You will consider the Charles Town Regiment of militia as an- 
nexed to your Brigade, and make the necessary appointments. I 
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am told the troops which are coming from the northward, bring' 
800 stand of arms. If you apply to Gen; Greene, it is probable 
he may oti their arrival, spare some to you. I have wrote to Phila- 
delphia for arms and ammunition for the State's use, expect them by 
return of the waggons, which carried Indigo thither, and which I 
think must be now about setting off to come back. On their ar* 
rival I hope to give your Brigade a good supply ; I wish to pro- 
cure 12 barrels of rice ^ for the use of the Assembly at their intend* 
ed meeting ou the 8th of next month. Be pleased to have that quanti- 
ty procured as high up Santee River as it can be got, and let me 
know as soon as possible ^here it is, that I may order wagons 
down to fetch it from thence to Camden in time. Capt. Bocquet 
■says you wish to know what to do with respect to Messrs. J 

and F H , who desire^ to remain neuter.- They must 

certainly do as all others, perform militia duty, or pay such a fine 
for neglecting it, as a Court Martial may adjudge I purpose set- 
ting out for Gen. Greeners camp on the first of next month, and re- 
quest that you will send me an escort of ^5 men, and a proper offi- 
cer from Maham's corps ; let them be here the day before, and 
well mounted, as I shall travel pretty expeditiously. 
I am, dear sir,r 

Your moQt obedient humble- serv't, 

J. RUTLEDGE, 



[No. JS31.] Gen, Grreene to Ge». Marim, 

At Mb. Roqbr SAUNt^j^ns^, Dec. 16, 1781. 
Dear Sir : . - ^ 

I have this moment got intelligence that the enemy enibarked 
about 1500 or 2,000 troops yesterday at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, 
and came up to Stono last night I imagine they mean to burn/ the 
forage and drive our light parties back; I have ordered the whole 
army to be put in motion, and wish you to maj-ch by way of Dor- 
chester to join us. On that roixte you shall hear farther from iBe. 
It is possible the enemy may bave a party there to prevent a junc- 
tion of our forces ; be on your guard therefore. I Qent a quantity 
of ammunidon to your camp bn yesterday. You w&l take care 
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to fall in with it ;' move with a« tnuch expedition as possible, and 
forward me an express, how soon I may (expect you and the force 
you will bring. 

I am, dear sir/ 

Your most obedient hitmble servant, 

NATH. GREENE. ' 



\No. 232.] ^ Gen'l Greene to Gen'h Marion, 

1 

RofiEB Saunpers^ Plantation, Dec. 17, 1761. 
Dear Sir': 

The ecemy have made no movement into the country as yet, and 
as their object and time of execution is uncertain, ypii will half at 
Dorchester or in the neighborhood of it, untif you hear Airthcr from 
me or Col, .Lee, who will he directed to write you, should I *re- 
turn to camp without furth^ inteHigence from the epemy. It is 
said a great many cattle go in from Goose Creek or the neighbor- . 
hood. Col. Lee keeps a party near the Dorchestei* road and the 
enemy's lines. If ytfu were to keep anotlier on the other road, few 
or none cquld get in. I am, dear sir, -^ * 

Your most obedient servant^ ' • 

NATH. GREENE. 



• [No. 23B.] Geii.. Grreene to- Gen. Marion, 

Head QiJARTfiRs, Rou;vl> O, Dec. 22* 1781, 
Dear Sir : 

I have just received your letter of yesterday, dated near Dor- 
chester; when I wrote you to move this way, I had every reason 
to Jbelieve the enemy intended to take the field ;. by intelligence from 
different people, I thought it most advisable to draw our forces to- 
gether, that ^e might not be beat in detachment, and that, if we did 
fight, to have it in our power to give the enefny a crippling blow, 
if we icould net obtain victory. The enemy came' out, but did 
not make any stay and tbe" force \<ra8 inconsiderable ; on hearing 
this, I directed Col. Lee to inform you thereof, and that if nothing 
15 
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appeared. to indicate .further operatioos in the ccyuntry, that you 
miight retum to your old station ; yofU will therefore, after hearing 
from Col. Lee^take year measures according to circuxnstancQ^/ The 
enemy have a body of Cavalry which frequently comes out as far 
almost as Dorchester. Gannpt Lee and' Mahamcoticert a plan in 
conjunction^ to cut them off? I am unacquainted with the ground 
and roads, and therefore cannot judge of the practicability. A bio w 
of this kind could be effected with proper address, and would pre- 
vent further excursions, which will be more and more troublesome 
without some check. You will please to order n^e a return^of tho 
two corps of HorTy and Maham, as. well of the horse as the men, 
and I think, as there is a large body, of -regular Cavalry coming - 
from. the^ii5itth ward, that it will not b^ worth while to go to the ex- 
pense of equipping apy more^ esp^ially sji the nature of the waj: 
is changed so as to rendet Infantry i^uch j;nic(re u«ieful than Horse* 
If those eorps could be made ^legionary, one' half Infantry and the 
othar Cavalry, they will be more useful and less expensive ;. since 
the fall of lyQr/i Cornwallis, 1 considered the plaq.of the w:ar as to- 
tally changed, and what was before the first . object is. now^nly, a 
aac9pdary one; I mean as. having a very great body qf Cavalry in. 
the field. It will be impossible for thct enemy to get a Cavalry, with 
every exertion they can make« that'will be aiile to combat with one 
half of Q!ur^i and th<^ Cavalry in this^lowQr country, and especially 
in a siege, can be of little use to what Infantry may be, an4 they 
are five times as expensive* I beg your opinion on the matter. 

I am, sir^most respci^tfully yours, 

NATH. GREENE. 



. i[ff0y 2340 Gen^ Greene Ai Gm. lM^rion\ 

Hrap Quaiu^ebs^ Round O, DecaVj' 17811. 
Dear Sir : •' 

By good intdligence frcnn Charles Town, I learn the enemy are 
in hourly expectation: of four Regiments of Infantry and two of 
4wmpunted J>ra^oons, from Cork, and threq, Regiments from New 
Yotk ;. should this intelligence prove truo) apd it has all the marks 
of authenticity, I fea^ it will oblige us to collect our force, even 
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idthough it should expose sooie part of the country. Please to let 
me know what militia force you can, lueep in the field dismoupted. 
We shall be much more iu w^nt of In&ntry than Cavalry ; a large 
reipforcenjent of. the latter b«ng hourly exp^ted from the north- 
ward. Let me hear from you on this subject aa soon as possible! and also 
inform me whether the. enemy can get. any hoirses or teams in your 
quartqr, should they send a detachment oh that service, for if they 
mean to take the field, they ^wiU, want the means of transportation ; 
and there can be litde doubt of their taking the field and pushing 
uSyif they are as largely reinforced- 33 reports say they are; to de- 
prive them of the carriages and horses therefore will be the most 
effectual way to prevent their operating to our disadvantage. If 
teams and horses are to be had therefore in your (juarter, take mea- 
sures to have theiii removed out of the; enemy's way^ should the 
reipforcenients be£ore mentioned arrive, for depend upon it they wdlL 
try to get them, nor will it be in. the power of the pe<3^1e.to keep, 
tj^m vxiX of their way, i£ they are le^ with them, for be assured the, 
eoemy will use less. delicacy towards th^pepple than ever,.a8;th€dr. 
object will be conquest, and not.a retuirnto. fillegianee. . 
I ami dear sir^ 

Your most ghedient humble servant, . 

^N. GREENS. 



I - n 



, . [No, 296,1 Gen^ Chr^eneUhOm, Marum*^ , ' 

HsA9 Q,UiiATi;R9, Dec. 31, 1781. 

Bear Sir : . , . . 

I. wrote you. a day past of some intelligence I got of four Regi- 
ments of Infantry and two of dismounted Dragoons expected fVom 
Ireland, and three Regiments frtfcn New York. The Cork fleet 
has arrived, but na troops except abontt 60 artillery men ; the troops 
from New York are hourly expected, but one of the Regiments is 
a Regiment of dismounted Dragoons, and I am in hopes the Infan- 
try Regiment vyill not be large. In consequence of the intelligent^ 
of V the reinforcement, I have detained iqv a &w days the Governor's 
proclamation for the Assembly to set at Jaoksionbor.oug^, diioki^g 
thajt. portion might be unsafe^ if the enemy were to be as, Ur^ely. 
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reinforced as w^s expected, but as the numbers fall far sbort of wbat 
.was at first expected, I have forwarded the proclamation for yott 
to distribute agreeably to theGrovernor's orders, and you will please 
U> have them dispersed accordingly. Gen.. St. Clair expected to be 
ut the Mills to-morrow npbuthe Edisto. 

I am, dear sir, your most qbeclieift servant, . ' 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No, S36,] Oen. Oreene to Oen, Marum, 

. • • * ' ^. 

HisAD Q'uAETBKs, Jau. 3, 1782. 
Dtar Sir : , . » » 

^ It w^ notmy intention to have the teams removed until tthe enemy 
got a ;*einforcement, as I did not wl3htq distress the inhabit^ ts but 
from absolute necessity; however, if' you think they are unsafe 
where l^ey are, as a reinforcement may arrive at once, and ten&o- 
ving the teams requires^ tinie, you will aj5t in the business as you 
think proper. Your Assembly , is to set at Jacksonborough, and 
you must take measures for coveringf that part of the country with 
your own force, as it will not be in my ppwer to detach^ for that 
service, as the Sjervice of Virginia is disposed of, aSid they are gone 
home. As to passes, you will give such a^^ you think proper^ lind 
I am happy to heaif that yoU arejikely t6 get clothing for us, as our 
poor fellows are in ^reat want. Enclosed I send you an order fbi" 
holding ^ Court Martial upon the deserters of Cols. Horry** an<i 
Maham'smen.' With esteem and regard, 

J ani, dear sir, youf obedient humble servant^ 

• > . :,'.'• J^; GREENE. • 



I / 

/ 



[No. 237. J Oen,Mari(fn ta dol Peter Hofrt/. 

.' ^ ' . • . 

January 10, 1782. 
'iKrf • • ■. ' 

You will take the comniand ottnj Brigade until I return. Yott 
will keep the guards at Calnfaoy and Pogartie's ; their arde;rs is to 
prevent any boatd or persons from going to or from town without 
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a written pass from me or yourself. Such persons who have al- 
ready had my pass to get out goods for the army must be permit- 
ted to pass and re-pass for that pUrpose, and the goods brought up 
you receive and send pver Sfiftitee to Mr, Joseph Legare. You will 
not permit any men to have leave of absence without they "arend- 
lieved or served two months. TTou will endeavor to cover this part 
of -the country ^i much as possible, and may remove to my place 
from which you may gei subsistence and forage. Col. Maham's 
corps will be ordered ta Mepkin fo remain there until my fiirther 
orders. I think ia a few days yoU may temor^ to my old quarters 
at Comingtee, and. get your forage for the Brigade from the other 

side of the river at ;. but that position may only be taken 

when the forage about this neighborhood is expended. I expect 
Mi*. Lockwood SviU send out some goods for me, and I have given 
Lieut, James Simons'a permit.to send boats to town to g^t out 
goods; whatever you.can get for soldier's clothingyou will embrace 
by all means. Serg't MatheW- Smith has a small. command at 
Goose Creek, and is to remain to give us intelligence and prevent 
women and others from going in town ; his orders is to take all 
their hqrses and send them back on foot. X wish you to send him 

four men ; Philips' Schooner lias my passport to come up to 

with Mrs. Pinckney, Mrs. Sinkler, and Doughty,' with their goodS| 
and the vessel to return. You will let me know every occurren<;e 
per express. I am, . . 

Your obedient servant, 

. F. MARION, Brig. Gen. Militia. • 



v.. 



[iVb. 838.1 Gen, Greene to Gen. Mationn 

' Mrs. Elliott's Plantation, Jan. 16, 1782. 
Dear Sir / 

Your favor of the 15th; has just this moment come to hand* I 
cannot iiliagine upon what principles Lt. Cql. Maham presumes to 
dispute rank with Lt X!oL Horry ; the latter Las been a Lieut 
Colonel in the Continental service, and still claims his rank in that 
line, but supposing Jtis claim not to be well founded, he is out of 
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service^ not of clioice but necessity , and is a sup^fmanieniry officer 
on half pay, and therefore his claim to rank mu'fit be good whenev- 
er, called into service ; there is a great differetjicebetweeivthe claims 
of an officer Who resigned and one who goeB out of service upon 
the half pay establishment. On this grotrnd I tMnk Col. Hdri^ h^s 
clearly the right of out ranking Col. Maham. Much is due to the 
merits and exfrtion of -Col.* Maham,*but no less is doe to the rights 
"and claims «f Lieut Col. Hoirry. It was never my intention that 
Lieut Ool. Mahanx's corps should be subject to no ord^r butmy 
own, but in the first instance this would l)e totally incompatible with 
tJie nature of the service. My intention with respect to that corps 
was, that it should stand upon the samefbotingas Lieut Ool. Lee's 
L^oii, which ijsi called an independent corps ; nobody has a right 
to command them but the Commander in chief, unless by him placed 
tinder some other command. ' Lee's Legion 4s frequently pfft un- 
der particular officers' command, according to the nature of the s^- 
vice, atid to be otherwise would be burdening the public with a 
Tiseless expense, for many things' which are practicable with acom- 
'^Ined force could not be^ attempted without it. I am persuaded 
i«rhen Col. Maham thkiks mote fully on this subject, he wiIl7hB 
must be convinced his ideas of* the constitution and nature of his 
corps is totally inadmissible. The care and expense he has been 
ut, claim crverjj indulgence that dife nature of the service will admits 
but the public finance does not admit of show in'preference to sub* 
stantial service. It was my wish that you should use the corpff on- 
ly upon the most material service, that they might be always in 
readiness for the most important Calls, and these are my wishes sdll, 
at any rate I cannot think of removing them from the quarter tliey 
are employed in, as I am but too sensible of their utility there. I 
received a line 'from Lieut. tJol. Horry to-day, informing me of the 
Boflitia having deserted him in great. numbers since you came away, 
and the CJolonel begs you to return as Soon tis possiblcj consistent 
with the pubKc good; and' this is my request also. Lieut. Cd 
fiorry writes that the enemy ha^ci^Ietaehed a large body of troops 
to George Town, but I belie\'e the intelligence to be premature. 'Ii» 
y oUr report of 'the action of the other day, you don?t Inention the 
loss of the enemy, as you mentis in a former letter that they had 
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requested you to bury their dead. I am sorry to 'find your Idss 
greater than you first expected, and wish to learn the enemy's. 
I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



\No.Z3^y Ool Laufens td Col Malkam. 

^ \ • ' • . 

Weaggs, KEAtt STRAWSfiRtft, Jan. — , 1852. 
Ihar Sir: 

1 leave toy letter to Gen. Marion and the" papers mentioned in it 
open for your perusal j however little inclined to believe that the 
enemy seriously meditates an enterprise against Gen* Greene's army, 
it is our duty to take every precaution, relative to such an event; 
thei'e may be i^till more forage found this side of Goose Creek, and 
a Irery little time will discover whether intelUgetice transmitted is 
well founded. 1 have no intelligence ^fhis morning, but have reason 
to believe that all Js quiet as yet ; however if. a move is to take 
place, it is an event that may happen from one ijroment to'antrther. 

Yours, sincerfely, 

JOHN XiAUteENS. 
P. S. I shall move hence immediately towards Dorchester, and 
wiir transmit y^u immediate intelligence of anything that may o\c- 
c\ir, and of the final positibn which Gen. Greene wishes to take. 



/ -» 



[)Va. 240.J Gen. Marian tp <Joh JPeter HoTrtf. 



' JiNtTAEY 18, 179?» 
Dear Sir r - ' 

' 1 senH you the proceedings of the general Court Martial. You 
will dissolve the Court and -put the sentence in execution. I Erend* 
you Gen, Greene's letter in answer to mine sent him as soon as I ar- 
rived here, and it is determined as I expected. You will keep the 
letter, and if the enemy should approach your quarters and you 
find it tiecessary^- you must call on Col. Maham's Troops and 
Horse as a reinforcement, and wish he may not be called on for no 
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Other, parpoee. If you find the men desert you, a small par- 
ty of six.- men,' or two such parties, sent to bring them back 
and pat tbem in confinement 'will have the best e^ect I fear your 
patienqe must be something longer tried with the militia, as I can- 
not be jspared without stoppiifg the whole proceedings of the House. 
We have but 1? Senators, >nrhich is theleast number that can do busi- 
ness. The other Hoi;se has 74 — 69 can do business ; but it requires 
202 members m£ both houses to chose a Governor. As soon as they 

can spare me I will return. You did very right t<5 send Mrs. J 

H •,-— back, and hope you \^ill send every one who haa their 

husbands with the. etiemy. I am, informed that a pass is given to 
Capt. Williams, of the schooner which c.ame up to carry produce 
down, and she is to be up ag^iij in a few day^, to carry Mrs. P ■■ ; 
if she comes up ' mtjiout your pass or mine> she must be ta- 
ken and sank, and if Mrs. P— goes down she tnust not be 
sufiered to return. The pass I allude to above is said to be giveii 
by Col. Maham, which I cannot believe. Gten. Wayne is gcHie to 
Georgia with White's Cavalry. - The enemy has evacuated Johns 
Island and Wadmalaw ; ^ they took a subaltern and six privates of 
Col. Washington's Horse at Dorchester ; jthrougb carelessness and 
bad conduct) they have aIso taken John Glaze and young Parker. 
If you can spare Capt. Gough I wish 'he may come to the House, 
or Major Benson^ I think onemay.be spared. Theaccount'of the 
enemy^s, going to George Town I believe is not true, though it is pro- 
bable they may try to have a blow at you, or your parties of ob- 
servation down the neck. We have in the Philadelphia papers an 
account of the combined fleet taking a 90 gun ship and three frig- 
ates, and 83 sail- of the Jamaica fleet. Anything material I wish 
you would let me know per express. Col. Serwen had leave of 
absence for a few days, to move his family, but if he is wanted, I 
wish be may be called on to take the command Nelson has ^ I am 
so4)erfectly satisfied that you can command these, as well as my- 
self, that I shall be very easj in jevery respect ; and I know you 
only want patience with militia, which you will gain by ei^perience. 
I am, with esteem, dear, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

P. MARION. 



*- 
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate, Mr, Sp^ker and Gentle- 
men q^ the Housje of Rejyresentatives : 

Since the last meetkig of a Gei^eri^l Assembly, the good people 
of this State have iiot.only felt the coramon. calamities of war, but, 
from the wanton and savage manner in which itt has been prosecu- 
ted, they have e^penpnced such severities as are4inprecedented, and 
will scarcely be credited by civilized nations. . 

The enemy, unable to fnake any impression 'on the northern 
Stated, the number of whose inhabitants and the strength of whose 
country had baffled their' repeated efforts, turned their views to- 
wards the southern, which, a diiference of circumstances afforded 
some expectation of conquering, or at least of greatly distressing. 
After a long resist^ance the reduction of Charles Town was effected 
by the vast superiority of force with which it had been besieged. 
The loss of that gahrison, as^ it consisted of the Continental Troops 
of Virginia and .the Carolinas, and of a number of militia, facilitated 
the enemy's march into the country, and their establishment of many 
posts in the upper and interior parts of- it ; and ihe unfavorable 
issue of the action near Camden, induced them vainly to imag- 
ine, that no other army could be aoilected which they might not 
easily defeat The militia commanded by the Brigadiers Sumter 
and Marion, whose enterprising spirit and unremitting perseverance 
under many difficulties, are. deserving of g^eat applause, harrassed 
and often defeated large parties, but the numbers of whose ' mi- ' 
lida were too few, to contend effectually with the collected strength 
of the ^nemy. Regardless, therefore, of the sacred ties of honor, 
destitute of the feelings of humanity, and determined to extinguish, 
if possible, every sp&rkof freedom ^in this country, they, with the 
insolent pride of conquerors, gave unbounded Sjsope to the excess 
of their tyrannical dispo^ion, infringed their public engagements, 
and violated the most solemn capitulations. Many of our worthiest 
citizens were, without cause, long and closely confined; some on 
board of prison ships, and others in the town and castle of St.* Au- 
gustine ; their properties dii^osed of at the will and caprice of the 
enemy, and their families sent to a difiTerent and, distant part of the 
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contiDent, witteift the theatts of* support ; many who had snrren^ 
dered as prisoners of war, were killed la cold blood ; several suf- 
fer^ death in the most ignominious manner, and others >Vere deliv- 
ered up to savages and put to tortures, under which they expired- 
Thus, the lives, liberties, and properties of the people were depen- 
dant solely on the pleasure of British officers, who deprived tbem 
of either or all, ^n the most fiivoldus pretences. Indians, slaves, 
and a desperate banditti of the most profligate characters, weve 
caressed and emfiloyed by the enemy to 'execute their i^moas 
purposes. Devastation and ruin marked their progress find t^at 
•of their adherents ; nor were their violences restrftiiied by the 
charms or influence of beauty tind 'innocence ; even the fair sex, 
whom it is the duty of all, and the pleasure and p'ride of the brave 
to protpct, they and their tender bffspring were Ynkims to tTie in- 
veterate malice of an unrelenting foe ) ueither the tears of mothers , 
nor the cries of infants, could excite in their brei^tspHy or compas- 
sion. Not only the peaceful habitadons of the widow, the feged^ 
and the infirm, but t}ie Holy Temples of the Most High Xverfecoa- 
<sitmed in £ames, kindled by ^heir saerilegious hands. They have 
temished the gktry of the Britifsh army, disgraced the /profession of 
a British soldier, and fixed indelible sti'gmas of rapine, cruelty, per- 
"fidy, and profaneness on the Briti&h niatme. .'But I can ndw<corigrat- 
ulate you, and do so most cordially, on the pleasing change of af- 
iTairs, which, under the blessing of- Ood, the wisdom, prudence, «bd- 
4ress, and bravery of the great and gallant Gen. Ghreene, and thto 
intrepidity of the dfficers and men under 'his command, have hap- 
pily effected — a Genei^al who is JHStly entitled, from his many spe- 
cial services, to honorable and singulaT marks of your approbation 
ahd gratitude. His successes haye been more rapid and completes 
than, the most sanguine could have ^expected. The etiemy, 'cora- 
pelled to surrender or evacuate every post which -ttey heW in the 
country, frequently defeated, and . driven from place to place, are 
•obliged to take refuge under the walls of Ch«tr>es Town, Mid o|i 
Islands in its vicinity. We have now the full and absolute posses- 
sioh of every other part of the Stat^, and the Legislative, Execu- 
•^ve and Judicial powers, lire in the free exercise of their respCdtivB 
anthorities. 

I also most heaitily congratulate you, cm the gloriotis victory t>b- 
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tained by the combined- forces of Americm and France, over tkeir 
common enemy j when the. very General who was secotu} in com- 
mand at the reduction of Oh d.rte» Town, and to whose boasted 
prowess and hig'hly extolled' abilities, the conquest of no less than 
three States had beea arrogantly committed, was speedily* com- 
pelled to accept of the same mortifying terms, which had been im- 
posed on that brave, but unfortunate Garrison 5 to surrender an ar- 
my of many thousand regulars, and to abandon his wretched fol- 
lowers, when he -had artfolly seduced from <ieir allegiance, by 
ispecious promises of protection, which he "Could never have hoped to 
fblfil, to the service or army of their country"; on the naval sih 
periority established by the illustrious ally of the United States— 
-a superiority in itself so decided, €md in its conaequences so exten- 
sive, as must Tnevitdbrly soon oblige the enemy- to yield to her the 
only post which they occupy m this State— K)n the reiterated proof 
of the sincei^st friendship, and oli the great support which Ameri- 
ca has received from that powerful monarch — a monarch whose 
magnanimity is universally acknowledged and admired, and on 
whose royal word we may confidently rely, for every necessary 
assistance— ^on the perfect harmony which exists between Franfce 
find America ; to the Stability which her independence has acquired* 
and on the certainty that it is too deeply rooted ever to be shaken ; 
for animated as they are, by national honor, und united by our com- 
mon interest, it will and must be maintained. 

What tinay, be the immediate e^cts on the British nation, of the 
ifevents which I have mentionedj of thei^ loss of territory in 'other 
parts of the world, and of their well founded apprehensions from 
the powers of Prance, Spain and Holland, it is impossible to fore- 
tell* If experience can teach w^isdom to a haughty and infatuated 
people, arid ' if thdy can be governed by redsen, they will have 
•learned that they cah h^ve no soKd ground of hope, to conquer any 
State in the Union; for though. their army have obtained temporary 
advantages over our troops, yet the citizens of those States* firmly 
TesolvttJ, ds they are, never to return to a domination 'v(^hich, neair 
six years ago, they unanimously and justly renounced,* cannot be 
' ffubdued ; and they must now be convinced, that it is the height 
of folly and madness to persist in so ruinous a war. If, however^ 
we judge as we ought of their foture, by their past conduct, we 
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may presume that they will not only endeavor to keep possession of 
our Capitol, but. make another attempt, howsoever improbable the 
success of it may appear, to subjugate this county. It is therefore 
highly incumbent on us, Ui use our most strenuous efforts to frus- 
trate so fatal a design, and I earnestly conjure you, by the duty 
which you owe> and the sacred love which you bear to your coun- 
try, by the constant remembrance/ of her bitter sufferings, and by 
the just detestation., of Sriiish government, whiph you and your 
posterity must foi^ver possess, to- exert your utniost (acuities for 
that purpose, bytaising and equipping, with all possible expedition, 
a, respectable permanent force, and by making am pl^ prbvisions for 
their comfortable subsistence. I' a|ii sensible the expense will be 
great, but a measure so indispensible to the preservation of our 
freedom, is above every pecuniary consideration. ^ . 

The organization of our militia is likewise a sulj^ect of infinite 
importance ; a clear and concise law, by which the burdens of ser- 
vice will be equally retained, apd a campetent number of men 
brought forth a^d kept in the field, when their assistance may be 
required, IS essential to our country, and therefore justly claims 
your immediate, and serious attention. Certain it is, that Bpme of 
. our militia ^avc^, upon several occasions, exhibited instances of va- 
lor which would have reflected honor on veteran ti^opps. , The car- 
riage and conduct of the Grenerals. whom I have mentioned, the 
cool and determined bravery repeatedly displayed' by. Brigadier 
Pickens, and indeed the b^ehavior of many oflicers and men in every 
Brigade, are ui^questionable testimonies of th^ truth of this, asser- 
tion. But s^ch behavior cannpt be expected from militia in general, 
without good order and stfict- discipline, nor can that orcler and dis- 
cipline be established,' but by a salutary law steadily executed. 

Another important matter for your deliberation, is the conduct pf 
such of our citizens as, yoluntarRy avowiQg^ their allegiance, and 
eyer glqrying in their professions of loyalty and attachment td his 
Britannic Majesty, have offered their congratulations on th^ success 
of his arms, prayed, to be embodied a6 Royal Militia, accepted 
comn(iissions in his service, or endeavored to subvert our constitu- 
tion and establish his power, in its stead ; of those who hav^ re- 
turned to this State, in defiance of a law by -which such retufn was 
declared to be a capital offence, and have abutted the British inter* - 
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est 7 and of such whose behavior has been so reprehensible, that 
justice and policy forbid their free readmission to the rights and 
privileges of citizens. 

The eittraordinary lenity of this State has been remarkably con- 
spicuons. Other States have thought it jast and expedient to ap« 
propriate the property of British subjects to the public use, but we 
have forborne to take even the profits of the estates of bur most im- 
placabL? enemies. It is with you to determine, whether the forfei- . 
ture and appropriation of their property should now take place, 
.lir that be your determination, though many of our firmest friends 
have been redlucedlfor their inflexihje attachnient to'the cause of their 
country,' from opulence to inconceivable distress, and if the enemy's 
will and power had prevailed, would have been doomed to indi- 
gence and beggary, yet it will redound to the reputation of this 
State, to provide a becoming support for the families of those whom 
you may deprive of their property., 

The value of paper currericy became of late, so much depreda- 
ted, that it Was reqnisi^, under the'powers vested in the Executive 
during the r^eess of the General Assembly, to suspend the laws 
by which it was made a tender. You will now consider whether , 
it may not be proper to repeal those laws^ and fix some equitable 
mode for the discharge of debts contracted whilst paper money 
Was in circulation, ., . 

In the^piesent scarcity of sf^ecie it would be difficult, if not iln- 
practicable, 16 levy a tax to any considerable amount, towards sink- 
ing the public debt, nor will the creditors of the State expect that 
such a tax should, at this, time, be imposed. ^But it is just and reason* 
aUe, ithat all unsettled demands should be liquidated, and satisfac- 
tory assurances of payment- given tothe public creditors. 

The interest and honor, the- safety and bappinesa of our country, 
depend so much on the result of your deliberations, that I flatter 
myself you will proceed, in the weighty business before you, with 
firmness and temper, with vigor, nnaniniity and dispatch. 

J.RUTLEDGE. ' 
Jakoart 18; 1782. 
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[No. 241.] Col, Feter Harry ta CoL Maiam, 

January ld». 1782. 

Sir : . , . 

I received a letter from Gen's. Greene to4 Marion y^terday« 
The fonner tenoinatef <>ur rank ia my opiniqn, apd the latter ^ritefr 
me to tdce copimand df your Legion, if J find it ^eqe69ary; the 
Generala also wrote you, and I suppose \ to the same pUrpos^* 
Please to make ipe a return of' the strength of your Legion, thai I 
may know what support I cao have in case of need^ I have an o^ 
ficer and six. men at Wadbooi aa 'tis beyotad, your post, I wish you to 
relieve him from your Cavalry. 

I am your obedient servant, 

P.HORRY. 



[No. 242.] Col Mahani to Col. Peler Borry^ 

J42WAKV 2e» 1782. 

Sir: . : ' ' 

I received letters- yesterday from Gen's* Greene and Marion ; 
neither of them has wrote me to give you the rank; therefore I 
cannot think of givinj^ up the rank to you; if .your- Commission 
was of an older date^than mine, I would, readily iiave subnaitted, but. 
as. the -matter stands, you may rely on it, this I never ^hall ; as to 
my part Ipannotsee what right you have to expect to take the rank.. 
In the first plaoe, you w^re thrown out as a supernumerary officer 
one year on half pay, no rank whatever in the army, nor had- 
you a right to the ruik in any case whatever, unless being re-elect^* 
ed. In the next place, there was but one . Regiment of Cavalry- 
spoken of, which I w<as tohav^been honored with.the command of. 
But some of your friends interfered, and was the occasioii of the 
2d Regiment being: raised. I had my Regiment three month s in 
the field on duty before you had yours ; p-s t cannot think of being 
commanded by an officer of the same rank, I. think it proper not to 
make you a return of my Regiment, and shall not obey any order 
that you may be pleased to send. ' I cannot think you .have be- 
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haved well oathis occasion; you hare been trying to get every 
advantage of the Regiment. You have antidated nearly all your 
Captains comtnissionsmonths after th^ appointments, in order that 
tbey shajl ta^e the rank of. my officers. 

I ana, sir, yoiix, humble servant, 

a MAHAM. 



Nb, 243.. GoL Maham to Col: Peter Horry. 

■ \ 

January 20, 1782- 
Sir: 

Your oi'deir to me this morning dieviates much from those I re- 
qeived from Gen. Marion; he-^rote' me that you vrere only to call 
on my corps in casQ the enemy advanced towards us, but you im-' 
mediately called on me to relieve a guard« which, in my 9pinion* 
cmght tohave been furnished.by the tnilitia. If Gen's. Gre^ne^and 
Marion would wish Col. Horry to have the command of my Regi- 
i^ent, I shall give it up with pleasure. I did not tal^e it with any 
aelf interested' views, it was purely^ to serve my <5ountry, as I al- 
ways- wished to do,. Aft to denying the antedating of your ofEcersr 
commissions, it surprises me xnuchi as the caatter can be so readily 

expluned. I am, sir. 

Your humbly servant, 

H. MAHAM. 

N. B. You natfition in.yours that you would not take any advan- 
tage of me. . I would not advise you to attempt dny such thing, for 
fear you may fail in th^. attempt. 



fiVfi»244.] frcn. Maxion to Col Peter Horry. 

Keab. Jacjksonborough,. Jan. 20, 178L 
Dtar Sir ; ^ - . 

I. wrote you a few days ago by Morgandollarj who I kept p. day 
or twp to get an answer from Gen., Greene j ^he went from here on 
the IQth^ and I. suppose he is with you before this. I wish you 
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would send me every occurrence, &fl Gen. Greene cannot give tlie 
neoessAry orders tp you, being unacquainted with the situations in 
tbat part, and the particulars of theBiigade, atid the Genera! is not 
more than five miles fpom me, so I can easily acquaiAt him with 
such particulars as may be essential for him to know. I expect in 
a day or two you wijl receive a reinforcement by Capt, B. Waring> 
all six months nien. The Assembly is falling on a method to fiU 
out Continental Raiments, which I hope will answer the purpose ; 
that and a nuinber of other buaines's oblige me to stay !a little longer 
from relieving you, especially a new Militia Law, and that if I go 
away the Senate can do- no business for want of men:^rs« as we 
make but a bare house; so you must have patience. It is l>eported 
that three transports ar^ arrived with two hundped m^i, but that is 
uncertain, and I wish you could iearn the truth of it t believe it 
is certain that all the Hessians arc eAibarked*; thtf three transports 
which are come, are said to be a parf^o^ fifteen sail from New York. 
I believe ourtirmy will draw near Dorch^tei^inliopes the ienemy 
ihay come oat to give battle, which we must Vrish for. Smith , I 
hope will give you the earliest n^c0 of the enetny's. approach on 
his side, and if your parties- of observation do their duty you need 
not fear a surprise. I hope to hear from yoti as often as pplssible. 
I am, with esteem, your obd't. servant, "" 

P. MARION. 



[No. 245.] Gen. Marion to Col Peter Borrj^. 

JacksoNborouc}R, Jan. 23, 1782. 
Dear Sir: 

Yours of the Slst came to hand this morning. I 1^'ill see Gen. 
Greene and endeavor to settle the dispute between you and CoL 
Maham, who I think has acted in a very extfaordinary manner. I 
think you had best move to Wfembaw, IJrhere forage can be had ; if 
you could send half or more of your Cavalry down at Cainhoy, they 
may very probably cut off thfe enemy's Horse, which go out a fo- 
raging ; ^ your new position 6,t Wamibaw will be more secure, 
your men will ndt be so iliuch Karrabsed^ and yoii can better de- 
tach your Cavalry than at present. I wrote you in my last that no 
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boats or persons should pass from or to Cbarles Town without 
your or my piissport, and you will therefore regard no other. Col. 
Hugh has seen your letter to Gren. Greene, and thinks as I do, that 
it is not proper to send it, as it seems to be wrote it too much heat 
and I can do the business better in . person ; you m&y send Mr. 
Heriott a passport for one barrel Indigo for Mrs. Huger in 
Charles Town, and grant Mrs. Lesesne her request, taking care 
that no more is sent than five or six barrels of rice. Nardell can- 
not be relieved ; you may give Nesmyth and Snow a pass to Pee 
Dee, to get their arms, and old N^esmyth must be sent to the ene- 
my with orders not to return. When you go to Wambaw, send 
orders to the plantations on Santee not to thrash out or beat any 
rice, but what may be necessary for plantation or your use. I have 
wrote to Maham, to try if he can take the enemy's Horse which 
go out a foraging, but you may notwithstanding form any plan for 
that purpose, separately from him. Gen. Wayne is gone to Geor- 
gia with Col. Whitens Cavalry, and to take command there. We 
are told that there are 200 troops arrived in Charles Town, and the 
Hessians are . actually going away. Let me know whatever you 
learn from town. I shall return in a very few days. 

I am, with esteem, your obd't. serv't. 

P. MARION. 



[2Vb. 246.] John Nicholson ta Gen. Marion. 

January 25, 1782. 
Sir : I hav^ the honor of your Excellency 'ei letter of the 7th inst 
and beg leave to assure your Excellency ; that 1 have never served 
either as an officer or private in the British army, and that I have 
never been subject to any other power, but that of Great Britain; 
under these circumstances I think myself perfectly free to take ad- 
vantage of your Excellency's kindness in jreleaaitag me from parole 
given to Capt. Withers. I request your Excellency w^l be pleased 
to accept my warmest thanks for the indulgence you have thought 
proper to grant me. 

I have the honor to be with the most perfect respect, 

Your Excellency's most obedient bumble serv't., 

JOHN NICHOLSON, 
16 
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\N6. 347.] Oen. Oreme to Lieut Col. Lee. 

Hbad Quabtkrs, Jantiary 27, 1782. 
Pear Sir r 

I have b^dd witli extreme anxiety fbr some time past a growing 
cHscontent in your mind, and hare not l^een withoat my apprehen- 
sions that your complaints originated mOre in distress than ih the 
ruins of your eonstitution. Whatever may be the source of your 
wounds, I wish it was in my power to heal them. 

You say your friends are not disposed to do justice to your exer- 
tions. If you mean me, and any thing appears in my conduct to 
confirm it, it has Been owing to error in judgment or accident, and 
not to a disinclination. 

f*rom our earliest acquaintance, X had a partiality for you, which 
progresmvely grew into a friendship. I was under no obligations 
to you until I came into this country ; and yet I believe you will 
do me the justice to say, I never 'Wanted inclination to serve you. 
Here I have been under the greatest obligations, obligations which 
I can never cancel, and if in this situation I should be unwilling to 
do justice to your reputation, I should not only be guilty of the 
basest ingratitude, but there would appear a strange contradiction 
in my conduct 

I am far from agreeing with you in opinion, that the public will 
not do you justice, or tha^t they do not do you justice. I believe 
few officer^ either in America or Europe are held in so high a point 
ct estimation aa you ara Substantial service is what constitutes 
lasting reputatioii; and your reports this campaign are the best 
panegyric that can be given of your actions. For me therefore to 
have passed any extraordinary compliments upon them might have 
made me ridiculous, but could have given no dignity to you. My 
charactM* has been far from bebg fully established, and subject to 
much calumny. In this situation any thing that I might have said, 
would have only served to discover my partiality without benefit- 
ing your reputation. 

It is true there are a few of your. countrymen, from ignorance 
and malice are disposed to do injusttee to your conduct, but it is 
t)ut of their power to injure you. Indeed you are ignorant of your 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 243 

own weight and influence, otherwise you would despise their spleen 
and malice. 

There is no inconvenience I am not ready to submit to, to oblige 
you, nor is there any lengths I would not go to serve you, in the 
line of' truth and honor; but let me entreat you not to think of 
leaving the army. Every body knows I have the highest opinion 
of you as an officer, and you know, I love you as a friend. What- 
ever may be your determination, to retire or continue in service, my 
affection will accompany you ; and as far as my little influence has 
any operadon among men,^! shall id ways take a. pleasure in paying 
a just tribute to your merits. You know I am not very profes* 
sional. I always thought the most fi^ectual way of serving a friend, 
was to x;onceal the friend behind the ibtention, lest an appearance 
of partiality should prejudice the design, aad injure tne party I 
meant to serva 

The money matters you mention dt^all be settled in a^y way 
most to your satisfaction. Capt. Pearce will wait on you, to whom 
Ibeg leave to refer yott for any thing you mdy wish to leturn or to 
commumcate. I tern unwell, and have my anxieties as well as you; 
otherwise I would have been more full in this letter. 

Capt. Eggleston desires 'leave to go to Virginia. I must gntnt 
it however inconvenient But as to that, much will depend on your 
final determination. I am, with esteem and affection^ 
Tour most obedient humble 4iervant, 

N. GREENE. 

[No. 248.J Gen, Oreej^e to Gov. Rudedge, 

Head Quastebb, Jan. 27, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

1 am informed that the people in general are thraidiing out their 

riee. Should they pursue it, and thrash o«t all they hietvei we shall 

be distressed on account of forage, as the rice in the straw is mueh 

preferable to the grain. 

I must beg you will give orders to prevent the thrashing it for 

any other than indispensable purposes. 

I am, with very great esteem. 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

2i GI(EENE. 



244 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OP 



\No. 249.] Chn. Greene to Gen. Mairum. 

Hbad Quabtkbs, Jan. 28, 1782. 
D§ar Sir : 

I am very sorry tbat you should suppose tbat I would prefer 
any person to Capt. Postell ; Oapt Campbell went in long before 
Mr. Conyers came out. Maj. Fraser made a proposition that an 
officer sliould be sent in and Capt. Conyers should be sent out, but 
not before the Bntish officer first appeared ; the proposition con- 
veyed such a mean distrust, that I told Captain Shubrick to whom 
the letter was addressed, to reject it with disdain, and since the re* 
ceipt of that letter, the enemy let Mr. Conyers out without any 
consideration on our part. I feel for Capt Postell, but you know 
his peculiar situation — ^he bore a flag, and ought not to have been 
made a prisoner ; he has. of right be^n exchanged. It is intolera- 
ble therefore, that we should be Subject to these impositions. But 
notwithstanding my desire has been so great to release him irem 
a sense of his sufferings, that I should not have hesitated a moment 
to have ^ven another person to have obtained, his release, but you 
know the affair qf Coi. Hayne has suspended all exchanges, in the 
regular way ; ^Jtd that matter is still before Congress undecided. 
These reasons have been the true cause of Mr. Postell's long cap- 
tivity, and I hope neither you nor ha will suppose I >yant inclina- 
tion to do justice to such singular merit. If you do, you are a 
stranger to my feelings and the attention I wish to pay^o the rights 
and claims of every individual in th^ military department. You 
will inform Capt. Postell that' I have lately ordered in the British 
officers from the Waxhaw, on condition that all our's on parole be 
permitted to continue out But be that as it may, tell him he shall 
not return to his parole until he has my perpiission, and that I will 
take the justification of his conduct upon myself. We can supply 
you with ammunition, and will forward it the moment an escort can 
be had to carry it. I will also write to Lieut Col. Mabam deci- 
dedly, upon the dispute respecting his ralik. I am sorry the Colo- 
nel carries that matter to so disagreeaUe a length. Rank is not what 
constitutes the good officer, but good conduct ; substantial services 
give reputation, not captious disputes. ,A Captain may be more 
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respectable than a General ; rank is nothing without it is accom- 
p^ied with worthy actions. I am,. dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 260.] Gem. Marion to CM. Peter Horry. 

January 29, 1781. 
Dear Sir : 

Yours by Mr. Morgandollar came to hand. I hare just received 
Gen. Greene's answer and he promises to write to Col. Maham de* 
cidedly. We have chosen Mr. John Matthews as Governor, (Gen. 
Gadsden declining) \ Mr. Hutson, Lieut Governor; and jto-morrow 
we shall elect Councillors and Delegates, aftet* which I will return 
as soon as I can get orders from our new Governor, which may be 
the latter end of this wc6k or beginning of next. Tell Dr. Neuf- 
ville I sent his letter, and by this opportunity send him a packet of 
three letters. I shall order proper receipts to be given for the rice 
of Mr. Middleton. Give Mrs. Caw a pass to town, and also Mrs* 
Frazer, at Strawberry, or any other you think proper. I find that 
Col. Maham did not give Phillips, or any other passes to or iVom 
town. I am collecting the Charles Town militia for Dorchester and 
will go there with me. Give my compliments to the gentlemen with 
you, in particular Maj. Muller and Dr. Neufville. 
I am, with esteem, your obedient servant, 

P MARION. 



[No. 251.] Col. Peter Horry to Cren* Marion. 

January 31, 1782. 
Dear General : 

Morgandollar, my ' last express to you^ is not yet returned. En- 
closed is a letter to you from Maj. Ganey, sent by a flag, which I 
have detained till I receive your orders. I am told that although 
Ganey is now of. opinion that the trace with you ought to be bind- 
ing on the North Carolinians, yet after it was made, some of his 
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party aetually did rarprise and Idll some of the Nortfa CaroUm* 
ans ; you beat know Ua eondnct The ioTalida, with a few yesa^a 
from Charles Town, aailed a few daya past for Sngland. I am in- 
formed from my post at Cainhoy, that 60, aome say 100, sail of 
vessels are ordered to wood and water, and be in readiness to sail 
in a very few days ; that persons employed in town to build boats 
are ordered to desist ; that the wood cutter no longer cuts woods 
and that every information from town, indicates an evsjcuation ; how 
far those informations may be relied on, I know not, but such is 
given me. I assure you your presence is much, wanted here. It 
ia impossible fbr me to comply with .your orders iacovering this 
part of the country ;' CoL Maham interferes with my eommanda no 
much that I can scarcely act ; he gave paases to several ladies to 
go to town without my leave, and they accordingly went to 
town in a boat, which boat since returned, and the ladies 
since have come up ; Phillipa' schooner also without my leave. This 
schooner I sent a command on board as a safeguard, until I exam- 
ined her passports, letters, &c. Col. Maham came there, the le^* 
ters were taken away, and Maham told my officer that he was eom- 
manding officer, and that he had given the vessel leave to return, 
and that he must leave the vessel, and threatened to send for a par- 
ty of his troops and force my giiard. I sent orders to my officer 
to do his duty in complying with my orders to him, and that he 
should sink the vessel as by your orders to me, since which I have 
heard no further from this officer. Yesterday an officer of mine 
with a command at Strawberry, sent me wprd by one of my offi- 
cers, that Col. Maham told him that he was commanding officer, 
and that he would send and relieve him, as he chose to occupy that 
post himself; he likewise gave permission, when he went to Cain- 
hoy, to a person from town to pass to Mrs. Daniel Horry, and 
there to remain for several days. This person, I am informed^ is 
making enquiries of what rice can be had on Santee ; I have just 
sent an officer in quest of him, after my officer had taken Mr. 
T — — Qt at John Huger's house, Maham sent two dra- 

goons and took him away to his camp. Thus you see he interferes 
with my out posts, and gives passes to persons going and coming 
from town without my knowledge, .so that I cannot be aoqiiainted 
with matters which I apprehend are transacted in this part of the 
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country. I really believe he will force my out guards and tak# 
away their posts. It is an insult, and I could repel force by fbrce, 
but this would be injuring^ ray country, a^d I leave his conduct to 
you to judge of. Bennetts, Toomer's Pinckney 'b and Murrell's oom- 
panies, are without any officers on Cainhoy, ahd they cannot be 
kept in camp ; those and several others, indeed all the gentlemen 
of any note in that part of the country, say they have leave to 
move, and neither they or their men will stay in camp. Col. Irvin 
and Capt. Warren command those guards, and compkiii very much 
of them. Your Brigade lessens daily. I assure you my patience 
is nearly exhausted, and if it is possible you can leave the house, the 
command here waits your presetaco. To-morrow I shall hear fur- 
ther of Maham*s conduct, and of tho person at Mrs. Horry's, when 
I shall send you another express 

I am, 4car Greneral^ your obedient humble servant^ 

PETER HOREY, 



w^ have 



\No. 252.] Gen. Greene to Col Peter Horry. 

Hbab Q,uarter8, Feb, 1, 1782. 
Dear Sir .• * 

I have writtep^ decidedly to Lieu t» Gol. Maham upon the dispute 
subsisting between you and him, upon the subject of rank, and told 
him you had an unquestionable rig^t to. out-rank him. I hav^only. 
to observe upon this jBubject, that great delicacy on your part should 
be exercised on this occasion, nothing like a. triumph, as that will 
will wound bis feelingsj blinded by matters of interest and love 
of rank, he will yield to conviotion unwillingly) uid finding- himself 
in this ntuation, will feel with double force ^ery unnecessary ex* 
ercise of auth(H*ity. I recommend to you both to cultivate har- 
mony and good understandings it will render your -corps far more 
useful, and impress upon the minds of your officers, the weight of 
your own authority and a proper sense of subordination in them. I 
have been told that you and Col. Maham have engaged your men 
n different pay than what is given tp the Continental Cavalry^ 
buras you must at once see the inconvenience such a step must pro- 
duce to the service^ I cannot think it has any foundation, but rather 
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conclude that whatever extEabrdinary allowance was made was in 
* the country and not in the pay. You will please make me an ex- 
act return of the number of, your non-commissioned officers and 
men« the term of service they are engaged for, and the conditions 
of bounty and pay ; also the number of your horses,' clothing, and 
accoutrements of every kind. I am making out a general report 
to Gen. Washington and jthe Minister of War» of the state and eonr> 
dition oF the forces of the Southern department^ the returns are 
wanted immediately. . I have wrote to Col. Maham for a similar 
one from him. I am, with great resp^sct, 

Your most obedient humble servant* 

NATH. GREENE. 



\No. 253.] Gen, Marion to Col, Peter Horry, 

February 3, 1782. 
Sir: 

Yours of the 31st ult., I received. I sent you an answer by 
MorgandoUar. I am surprized at Col. Mahan^'s interfering with 
your command. I have* wrote him positive orders not to do so in 
any respect whatever, and was in hope,6 Gen. Greene would have 
prevented such evils before this. My -preasnce here is absolute^ 
necessary for a few days; until the Militia Act and that of raising 
our Continental quota of Troops is past, which is now in debate 
and will be over soon; there is also a Confiscation and Sequestra- 
tion Bill on hand, and until they are passed, I cannot get leave to re- 
turn. You will detain Phillips' schooner, and let . me know by 
what authority he came up, whether by a pass from some offi- 
cer, as CoL Maham denies he gave any. You vsrill order the mili- 
tia to be dismounted, except such a number as may be necessary for 
the two out-posts below, and no forage will be allowed to any other 
except field officers ^they are allowed two. 

I am, in haste, your obedient servant, - 

F. MARION. 
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[No, 254. J Genl Marion to Col. Peter fforr^. 



February 10, J.782, 
Dear Sir : ' •. - 

Yours of the 7ih qame to hand. I asked leave of the House to 
return, but they would not grant it;: there are three laws now on the 
carpet, which they insi»t I should stay until finished. If I leave 
the House the business will be over; as many men will go with me, 
and they will not be able to make a House ; our material business 
is the three laws above hinted at. These reasons oblige me to stay 
until Wednesday next, when I hope I aball set out. If your health 
is such as to require your absence fronr camp, you will leave the 
command of the Brigade to Col. Maham, I hojM the orders I sent 
to the different commanders of ^giments, Vill bring the men in 
camp. You may let the present set of men retain their horses, but 
the next relief must come without, as I will not permit ^hem to 
keep their horses on the public expense ; the Governor has ordered 
liie positively to dismount them. The new militia law tums evefy 
man who disebeytf orders or deserts in the Continental service for 
the war. Two Regi'ments are t6 be raised as our Continental Quotaj 
giving them a negro per year, > which is to be taken from the confis* 
caCed estates. The number of large estates is down on this list, and 
others are amerced which will give us at least a million sterling as a 
fund. If you find any reinforcement arrives in town, let me have 
the earlfest notice. I hope soon to get through the business here ' 
and return. I assure you I am tired of Legislating, and wish my- 
self with you. Enclosed are two letters, please forward. A party 
of the enemy came b» far, two days ago,' as Bacon's Bridge ; they 
took old Mr* Singletop of Charles Town, and three others at Dor- 
chester ;^ twenty of their men deserted from them in this excursion, 
and they are daily coming ih from Charles Town and 6-eorgia ; the 
last are kept close within their lines. Gen. Wayne is watching 
their motions. I am, dear sir,- 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

P. MARION. 
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\No. 255.] Gen. Gree/u to Chv. RuUedge. 

Head Quaeters, Feb. 11, 1782. 
Sir: 

In answdir to your Excellency's letter upon the propotntiMi of 
famishing the army with a number of negroesi f rovided their ser- 
vices may be accounted for by Congress, I bsg leave to observot 
if they can be )iad upon such terms as wi}1 engage their fidelity, the 
public could employ four or five hundred to* great .advanta^ But 
unless the negroes can have an intesmi; in the sdbvitode, I am pert 
soaded they will be of little benefit, and by no means to be depead-* 
ed on. I would begleave to p repose therefore that the publio clothe 
them, and that the negroes |»e allowed the same wages allowed by 
Congress to the soldiers of the Continental array. If this is agreed 
%B, the fidelity of the negroes may be depei^ed on, and they may 
perhaps perform the service expected^from them with cheerfulness. 

I think we ^uld employ 140 wagoners, 150 pioneers, 120 arti-» 
ficers, and 20 or 30 servants to advantSigip. If this number could 
b0-imm4kdiately furnished the army, such ^ are good men and such 
as shall be approved of on inspectipn; I will r^BComtneUd the taafr- 
ter fully to Congress for their approbation| that the State ttay be 
allowed foivthe same in their public accounts* 

I have the honor to be, with ^reat respeot^ * * "^ 

" Your Excellency's most obedient humble servant, . 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 256,] Maj. Isaac Harleston to Oen. Marua^ ' 

» 

St. Stephens, Feb. 12, 17«3. 
Dear Sir: 

t flatter myself tiiat I still claim so much of your atteotioli, aa 

to be favored with the prQceedings of *Ae Legislature, with such 

other oibcurrences in your absence as are interesting ; but to what 

cause am I to ascribe your silence 1 Pray be more cemraunicativtii 

and afford me as hoFetofore^ an opportunity of conversing with you, 

though at a distance. I am, dear sir, 

* * Ydurs, sincerely, 

ISAAC HARLESTON. 
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[No. 257. j Capt Sauuders l(of the British) to Gen Marion, 

• (JuoRaB Town, Feb. 18, 1788. 

8ir: . ' ' 

I am authort«ed to ^flbr in exchange .for Serg'ts. Burt and Hud* 
jins, of the Queen's -Ranger DragoonS) and Joseph Sherwood*, John 
Farrington and Wm. Moore, privates in the King's^ ArtSlery Regir 
ment,' any two .<Serg*tB., and three privates in Charles Town, having 
been informed by tiiedt Col. Oampbetl of your wishes ibr an ex- 
change. I. am induced to hope your prisoners may very soon be 
here; those that yon name shall be forwardbd to you as soon after 
receivixtg ^ur letter, as an express can he sent to Charles Town. 
I am, sir, your most obd't. humble serv't, 

JOHN SAUNDERS, Capt A*. Reg. 



[No, 858.] GrMPi Mathews to the Legislature. « 

/ 

. FSBHUART 12, 1782. 

Honorable Gentlemen : i 

I herewith s^bd ^ou the copy of a letter from Maj^ Gen. Greene, 
to me. If the proposidonS' ther^ made of furnishing the army 
with a number of negroes for the different services hq has mention* 
ed, should meet your approbation, it will enable Gen» Greene to 
throw into the ranks a considerable munber of valuable soldiers. I 
therefore tecomm^d this matter most earnestly to your consid- 
eration. s 

JNO. MATHEWS. 



[No, fi&^:\ Gen. Greene to CoL Peter Borty, 

Bead Qitartsrs, Feb. 14, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

I am favqred with your letter of the l4th of Ibis month, witl;i tlie 
returns of your Regiment. Lieuf. Col. Haimer, Deputy Adjutant 
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General, will enclose a blank, as a form by whicb you will make 
your returns io future. I am. very sorry that anything in my letter 
deciding the rank in your favor, should have wounded your feelings, 
as nothing would be more remote from my intentions; so. J think 
nothing in the letter authorizes "Ae construction you give it. It is 
true, I say much is^due to the .merit and exertions, pf CoL Maham, 
but no less to the rights and daims of Col. Horry ; is not the plain 
import this, if Maham founded bis claim upon right, yours is supe- 
rior ; if upon merits yours is equal I meant to form no distinction^ 
oor will my expressions authorise iu I esteem jfou both as men of 
merit. It is no^ my business to decide between you whioK has most; 
a moment^s reflection,! should have thought, would have convinced 
you that it could not be my meaning to form any distinction be- 
tween you, in a letter which from the subject azul design, must be 
read by both parties, and if any thing in the letter would have ad- 
mitted such an interpretation, you must have known it was only in 
sound and not in sentiment, for that I could not have been so weak 
as to diselose an opinion upon such an occasion ; so remote from 
policy, if not from, truth; many, if not the greater part of the differ- 
ences among men, originate in mistake ; a genemns and liberal way 
of thinking is tho^best foundation for hu]nan happiness ; ^w men 
are without faults. We shoidd think, therefore, charitably of one 
another, and exercise forgiveness. If CoL Maham fell into error, 
you should rejoice that y6u escaped, his own reflections are a^ suffi- 
cient punishment^ and your trii^mph is great enough without up- 
braiding him of his folly. I wish you to be friends because I es- 
teem you both, and because the public. good requires it It would 
be generous in you to propose it, but it would agpear like meanness 
in him, from the diflerence in your conduct. It is much easier for 
him who feels the superiority to make advances, than the other par- 
ty ; in the one it would be dignity, in the other it might be subject 
to the imputation of serviU^ ; men o&0n feel what th^y can never 
be brought to acknowledge ; pi^de often interferes, and by sealing 
our lips conceals what we wish to 'disclose; there is piore greatness 
in forgiving than punishing the folHes or errors of mankind. I vdsh 
you therefore to value Col. Maham for his latter, and forget his for- 
mer conddot ;• he celtainly has merit, and to refuse h- is to cut off 
part of your own. I am, dear sir, your most obedient sei'vant, 

/ N. GREENE. 
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P. S. I wish to be informed whether the pay of your men h*as 
been fixed at twenty dollars per month, or generally the same as 
the Oondnental Cavalry. I never intended they should be different 



[No. 260.] Gm. Marion to Col. Peter Horry. 

. February 14, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

Yours per bearer came to hand,* and am sorry that I cannot yet 
return ; my going away will break the HoQ«e and put a stop to 
business, but hope wci shall get through by the beginning of next 
week. Capt Waring, with the ammunition only, set off yesterday. 
Enclosed is an order from Gov. Matthe^Vs, which must be attended 
to. I have wrote you fully by Capt Edwards, who returned with 
Morgandollar. I wish you could send a -man' that may supply the 
place of Serg't. Smfth, he must be active and know the country. It 
is said a vessel is arrived lately from Yarmouth ; the Captain is 
sworn to secrecy and the crew^not permitted to come on shore. Get 
all the intelligence you can, and forward the letter to Plowden 
Weston. I ain, with great esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 

P. MARION. 



[No. 261.] Doughty and Bryan, (merchants} to Gen. Marion, 

in hie absence Col, Peter Harry. 

In Camp, George Town, Feb. 17, 1782. 
Sir : • ' 

Capt Bryan and myself are just arrived IVom Bermuda and 
Turks Isiaiid, with a load of salt 1500 bushels,. last Wednesday at 
this bar. A New England privateer took possession of us, and 
with the utmost {lifficulty we could, prevail on him to let us come 
in here, that our coutitry and army might reap the good of this 
most necessary article. We are very apprehensive they will still 
take the vessel out of port', and Qur virtuous suffering countrymen 
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now in the field will be depriired of this most necessary article. 
We therefore sir, beg your proteeticNti of her, by sending down a 
detachment of 50 or 60 men as soon as possible into G«orge Town. 
We ask this of you as fellow citizens of America claiming your 
protection, and lastly above all, as we had a protection from Con- 
gress for this vessel and cargo, which the captain has thought pro- 
per by force to detain from us ; 'the vessel and cargo is wholly 
owned by us, a gentleman of Virginia and one now residing in St. 
Thomas, a neutral port, in every respect deserving yo\iJ<protection 
and assistance. Mr. Ashley will come down with the party in the 
most private manner. 

We arei with great respect, sir, your most obedient servants, 

DOUGllTY & BRYAN. 



[No. ^62.] Qen. Ore&te to LieuL Col. Lee. 

Heab Quaktbss, Feb. 19, 1782. 
Dear Sir: 

Your reports found' us in bed last night.- CoL Laurens set ofi 
immediately for the Light Troops. 1 cannot think the enemy mean 
to fight us ; but if that is their wish we wili meet them half way. 

Until the return of Col. Laurens and Morris, I thought you had 
been gone, both from what you wrote me, and what the Doctor 
informed me. Had I had the least apprehension that you were still 
with the Light Troops, I should have sent yoo the letters I meant 
to forward by you, but I should not have diracted Morris to make 
inquiry after the report you promised me ; which I supposed you 
had left in the hands. of some of your officers. 

I am exceeding sorry to find that notwithstanding all that has 
passed between us upon the subject of your disdontent,^ that your 
disgust increases, and that you harbour sentiments respecting me 
BO less groundless than unfriemlly. I do not expect there&re^ that 
anything that I can say will eilber oonvinee your judgment, or coiv 
rect your prejudice. .1 shall leo^ve you at liberty to think of me as 
you please> and whalrver sentiments yOu may entertain of me, I 
will always do justice to your merit } and shalt always be happy 
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to share your frtendtbip and eonfidefice, when it can be bad on 
terms reciprocal and honorable. 

You say you think yoo hare been injured in my public reports. 
Take up the matter eollectively and separately, and I am fcur from 
thinking so. In the course of last campaign there were eleven 
public reports made, in all of which you are honorably mentioned. 
Even in my defeats, you are spoken of with greet respect. . Where 
is there en officer that stands, in the least competition with you ? 
You make 90 allowance for die composition of our army. You give 
nke no credit for the opportunities I have constantly afforded you of 
signalizing yourself. E have kept up your corp6, ttnd detached you 
Qn all occasions. It is true the public good, ancl your own glory, 
walked hand in fa««d ; and therefore I thought myself well warrant- 
ed in what I did. But other officers as well as- you, my dear sir, 
h%ve their feelings; and are not without th^r claims. One officer 
eanift)t carry on the service alone, hdwever meritorious; a^d jeal* 
ousies and discontent have not be«i wanting in the army, at the op^ 
portunities afforded you, to the prejudice of others. I know I am 
under great obligations to you for your exertiotis, but you should 
set some value upon the opportuinties, at the sanoe time you tax me 
with «traopdi«*Tr wrviceB. • 

You say no ofRcer in the 'army hsB been treated so cruelly as 
you have except Cren. Lee. This is strange indeed. You have 
never been mentioned but in the most honorable terms ; and the 
army to my remembrance, has never made a single move but that 
yott hayo figured capitally in ; not only in the service, but in the re- 
ports, except our defeat before Camden. How different was my 
situation iti the North«-n army. I fought hard at Harlaem. I was 
in the action at Trenton and Princeton. ' I covered the retreat at 
Brandy wine, and was upwards of an ho^r and a-quat-ter in a hot 
aotion, and confessedly saved the park of artillery,, and" indeed the 
army^ fir6m the £ital effeets^of a disagreeable route ; and yet for all 
these actions, I never had the honor to have my -name mentioned 
to the public, ^her as being with the army, or having done the 
least thing, notwithstanding I was a general officer. At Germait- 
town, I was 'evidently disgraoed, although I thinkif ever I merited 
anything, it was tor my exertions on that day. I have been con- 
eemed in many other* lesi^r aervice#, which have all been passed 
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over in silence. Bat I never marmured or complained, notwith* 
standing I was held in indignation for faults and misfortunes I had 
no direction of. I would not mendon these things, but to show you 
how g^roundless your complaints are. CoL Laurens thinkjs yon 
bave no reason in the world to complain;- and that you do injustice 
to your own importance to dwell Upon single expressions. All I 
ask of you is to give yourself time to cool ; and take a general view 
of the Southern operations, and tee how important a part you have 
played in them. After which, if your ambitifm id not satisfied, if 
the rights of friendship have been violated, I shall be ready to 
submit to any censure that justice may dictate. I love and esteem 
you, and wish you not to think meanly of me, as some of your in- 
sinuations seem to import ; that to compliment Colonel Washington, 
I had done injustice to you. As nothuig ia more remote from truth, 
so nothing is more wounding to my feelings. I despise a mean act, 
and am above duplicity. I esteem Colonel Washington, but I 
should abhor myself if I was capable of so dishonorable a sacrifice. 
I have a regard for Col. Washington, and think him a good officer. 
But I do not mean to draw a comparison between you and him. 
Every body knows my sentiments on that head. 

I am, with the warmest wishes for your health and happiness, ^ 
Yours, m6st affectionately, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 263. J Sam. Hammond to His SxceUencff John Rutiedge^ Esq. 

Camp Laek's Plantation, F«b. 22, 1782. 
Sir: y 

The term whioh I engaged the troops for, which are now under 
my command is nearly expired, and as I have flot yet been informed 
where their pay is to come from, not the mode of payment, hope 
your ExceHency will inform mey per- Lieut. Beal, of both, and if 
the officers (agreeabfy to promise) are to have any clothing, I hope 
you will contrive some method for the getting of them, as they have 
not got any yet. If the Regiment you spoke of in your favor of 
Sept. 17, '81, are to be allowed, the men may tfoon be engaged 
as the most of the Regiment on the present establisjiment, ar« wil- 
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ling to engage for the boHnty suid wage9, you then melition'ed. I 
wish you would spare me a little writing paper^ if it. is to spore ; 
Lieut. Beal will wait on you for it. • . 
I have the honor to be, with die greatest respect, 
Your Very obedient servant^ 

SAM. HAMMOND. 



[No. 264.] W^ Hampton to Gov. Mathews^ 

February 22, 178L 
Sir: ' • 

The 10th September last I received instructions from his Excel- 
lency the late Governor, for raising a Re^ment of Cavalry to con^ 
sist of fbdr troops ; in consequence of which, I have enlisted up- 
wards of eighty men for the war of 'three years '; hs.ve procured a 
number of horses, saddles, and other accoutrementSr suitable for 
Gav&lry ; and have taken measures to procure clothing sufficient 
to complete the wbole Regiment. ' As it seemed to be the opinion 
that prevailed generally; that Infantry were more immediately want* 
ed than Cavalry, I laid a plan before the Le^slature for reducing 
the corps to two troops of • Cavalry, ^nd two companies of Infknt- 
ry, and for adding te their pay, a negro at the expiration of their 
time of service. This, however, was not agceed to. 

If it is thought unnecessary to continue the Re^menl on the 
present establishment, and that the men already enlisted are noC 
wanted, I would wish yotir Excellency would be pleased to give 
orders fdr dischdr^ng them a^d make provision to defray such ex- 
penses as have unavoidably been incurred. 

I am, sir, your Excellency's obedient servant, - 

W.HAMPTON. 



(No. 265.] Gov. Matthews to Gen. Starion. 

jACX86NBdRoifQa|Teb. 23, 1789. 

Sir: 

Enclosed is a resolution of the Legislature, for supplying the 
widows and orphans of persons killed in the service of this State^ 
17 
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and of siidi m iMVfe beea diraiblsd in ike servioey wkk proTinoos. 
I diareferemiMt retfamt you will take the neoefsary nwasiires fin* 
carrying the same into execution. I iOB, w, 

Yonr nMit ebedient servant, 

JOHN MATTHEWS. 



[No. 26G.J 609. Maiihews to Gen. Marion, 

Febiutart 26, 1782. 
Sir: 

As some little trade has hegBn to flow into Gkorge Town, and 

oar necessity requiring every encouragement to begin k, and as 

noAing will tend more efeetuatly to do so, dian a prefer protee- 

tion given die Vessels and gooda brought in,^ I. therefore desire yotu 

w^oald have a party under like command of an active and vigitam 

officer, stationed ataad about George Town, s^ as to bp always in 

a situation tp give the most prompt asmstance when requisite. I 

m«st ieave you to judge what number- of men will be sifficient for 

dnse^rviee. I^ara, sir^ 

• Year most obedient' servant, 

JOHN MATTHEW& 



tm-m^ 



[l9o. 967.| \€h9: Mattfum to Gtn. Mtlrion. 

Febbuabt 26, 1782. 
Sir: 

The Legislature liaving requestet} me -to have the number of 
white inhabitants in. this Btate - ascertained as soon as possible, I 
thesefbre request you would take the necessary measures for this 
purpose, and transmit the returns to me without delay ; distin- 
guishing men, womep, and <;hildren, and men able to bear arms. 
Although I could wish to. have thQ business done speedily, yet 
I would not have it hurried in such a manner as to render t]{;ie re. 
turniotQeorat^f ondite'CODlraiyy I'must desire them to be made 
urith the greatest exactness. I am, sir. 

Your obe<Uent servant, ' 

JQHN MATTHEWS; 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. »» 



\No. 268:] 6em. Gremeio Sugh Jlv^fei^tf^ SpeaJcer. 

. • Febbuart 27, L782. 

Sir: 

I have beea honored with the thanlui of yojdr Houto and feel a 
weight of obligataon-fdr the very flattering and ftjroarable light in 
which they have Been ^eofed to view and-concdder iny condaet. 
The kaarfc of bounty which accocapanieB the resoluti^B, afiEbras lae 
the most pleasing proof of their esteepa, at the same "time that it 
displays a generosity of .isentiment no less honorable to them tJiaa 
flsttmng to me. PehoEut ma theF«(m^ to Tetum the Hones of Rep 
resentadvee my hearty and grati^l aoknowledgmo^ts for the hon- 
ors and emolamente bestowed upon ine ; ana te assbre them diat 
my future exjertibns for the common eieittse shall be 'oon»tast aad 
unif<n*m in support of our liberties. I alsa beg leave to return mj 
sincere thanks to 3i;ou eir, for the very polite z^annerin which you 
communicated the .resolutibo of the -House. 
I have the honor to be, sir^ 

With great respect knd esteem, 

. Yoiir most^ obedient humble servant, 

NATH. OREBNE. 



{Na. 269.] Chvi MaUh»M to Q^m^ Mariom. 

I, Ma^ch 1, 1782. 



Sir : 

The Commissioners appointed lor disposing of certain confisca- 
ted estates, conceiving the personal property of some of them to be 
in danger of bdng lost, ^t want of proper assistance to secure the 
same, have applied to me for the necessary aid. I have therefore 
to desire that you would afford these gentlemen such military or 
other support in prosecuting this business, as they shall from time 
to time reqmre of 'you.* , I am^ «ir, . ' r 

. Yo«r ebocfattt teriranty, 

JOHN MATTHEWS. 
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[Nf. 270. J Om. Oreate to^fm. Marian. 

HsAD Q^UAKTEES, March 1, 1782. 
Dear Sir: 

I reoeiTed yotir l^ter giving aa account of tlie enemy's move- 
menlB in St Thomas*. I km sorcy they har^ succeeded so well, as it 
will reviire the drooping epirits of ^he troops and give a desponding 
temper to the milida. * But there is no guarding against so superior 
a fbrce; please in your next give as accurate an account of your 
loss as possible, and the enemy's also. Would you wish to have a 
part of the militia of Gen* Snorter's Brigade ? they itre at Orange- 
burgh and Four IJoles — please to inform me. I suppose you have 
heard of the General's resignation ; Cbl. Hendefsoi^ is thought of 
to succeed him. I faav^ written to the merchants of George Town, 
to move all the stores as fast as they .arrive at that place, as high up 
the river as possible, and to have nothing valuable in the town. 
This, %nd this only, will prevent the enemy from paying a visit 
there ; please to 'recommei^ it also, as I Hear the enemy v^se medi- 
tating a stroke thera 'Lieut* Col. Laurens had orders to march to 
your support, the moment I got your lettet^,* with the whole of the 
Light Trdops, but has halted in consequence of information from 
town, that the enemy had returned. Should thjey attempt to pene- 
trate again, write to Col. Laurens as well as to m€ of the situation 
of matters, as he will have discretionary orders to act upon the oc- 
casion, and it will Isave a gteat deal of time. ' H& commands our 
Horse and Light Troops. I am, dear, sir, 

Your laost obdient servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[N9. 1271.] Oen. MaH4m to CM. ^Ptter Barry. 

March 2, 1782. 

* « 

J)ear Sir: 

Yours of the 18tb February came to hand. We lost a fine op- 
portunity to cut the enemy's Horse to pieces, by Maham's Horse 
iu>t charging as it was orderedf but I believe it was principally owing 
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to Capt. Smith not telling his officers and men what they were go- 
ing about I rallied a part of the Horse less than half a mile, and 
sent them to cover the scattered men. The enemy never followed 
us out of the plantailoih. I cannot learn our loss of the 35th ult. ; 
it is more, than Lieut. Sender and thre^ men. I shall p^y every atr 
tention-to your Regiment ; you can provide caps and swords where 
you are. Capi Mitchell can teU you what pasled in the Assem- 
bly. . I am, dear «ir, '. * 

Your o)>edient servant, V 

P.MARION. 



[No, 272.] Gov. Matthews to Gen. Marion, 

Jacksonborougqi March 3, 1782. 
Sit: . • 

vMajor Gen. Greene has applied to me for a body of militia as a 
permanent force/ and on- which he can rely in i^pport of his opera- 
tions. I therefore desire you will intimediately priced to draught 
your BHgade into throe classes j the first class to rei^dezvous at 
your Head Quarters on the first day of April next, and to continue 
in service for one month from- that day f the 'Second you are to hold 
in readiness to relieve wiih punctuality, the first on t£e day their 
time of service shall expire, and in the same nmnner' the third, to' 
relieve the second.^ . Your Brigade is to continue this routine of du- 
ty until further orders from me. If your Brigade has l^en already 
elasaed into three ol asses, and are. now eerving .under that arrange- 
iQent, I would not wish to break in upoii it, as it must create some 
confusion, but rather oonbnue it, only thaf they must be relieved 
every month instead of every two nionths, agr^ably to the n^w 
milkia law ; but if they have not been thus organis&ed, then you 
must pursue the instruction I have above laid down, which although 
attended with some inconvenience in the first instance, must be sub- 
mitted to, as the good of the service" renders it absolutely necessa- 
ry.. I must insist sir, that you pay the strictest attention to the 
bringing into the field, all persons in your Brigade liable by law to 
bear arms agreeably t^ their drafts, and that the law be carried vig- 
orously into execution against all delinquents; unless this is done it is 
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knpoMible far me to eomply witk my engagemeateto Qea, Qreen&f 
dM serrice muat miffer, and confaiion neeesfaiily emiue. I amst 
•Iso insist that yen o)>lig« all those poFsoos who have eome from 
widiin the onemy's Knes, and are liable to do duty in your Bngade 
vader the late Gov. Rotledge's proelaouitioii, and - 1^ ]^w lately 
passed far pardoning such as oome out after ^ 8«id;f>TOelaaiatioB, 
to eeiAply with, the conditions on which they ara <to be pardoned 
as far as relates to their military engagements. . As soon as yon can 
ascertain the number of men in each class, you are to make me a 
return and condnue so to do as is-directed by the militia law. 
I am, dear sir, your -most obedient servant, 

JOHK MATTHEWS. 



WW 



r2Vb/273.] C&met Blholn^ to C6U Peter Borry. 

Jno. Kain's PLAivTATioif, MaTch 3, 17^. 
Jfy Dear CMond t ' 

It is an impossibility for me to bring you John Kaias ; heia 

he was started, by a command ftt>m Oen. . Marion/ perpetually 

mounted upon an extraordiaacy gpod horse when ha makes his ap 

pearance^ and which is but seldom, and only to <tho0e which ho is 

oonsmous are incapable or will not take. him: prisooer, and the re« 

maiader of his time he spends in' the woods-; Jus ooaaeetioiM ai 

Other crimes is ^uaHy earefuL I am coafident'that cfvideneo can 

be produced that Oapt. Ohiney is the oa^ ja^u eoMleeted with 

John Kaini in carrying stx^eu negroes ot by water. Mr. M— 

B is contacted ta trade with said .Kaiaa iu Dsgroes 

and Virginia horsei^ as I am notaUe to ju^geia that matter and he 

aomplaifls he is so iadisposed as not able to wait upon yea,"! dedred 

him to remain with me until I receive . your orders. Said Kaias 

has several negroda, but the most of them are small; I detain them 

as public property until ordered to. the ooatraj^y. Said Kains has 

declared he will not be ti^eBy.and I suppose ho will go to aaother 

State as soon a^ it is'in hiff power, and as he has an expanded con* 

Motion, he mayt db it with ease. 

I am, ^^th esteem, dear Cokmel, * . 

Your most obeditat humble servaat, 

' GEO.ELHOtM.^ 
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\Nb. 21^.1 Gov. Matthews to &en. Marim. 

Jacksonborouoh, March 4, 178S# 

Sin . ■ . . ... 

Col Sefnf will wait on you to oopfer on the necessity and prsfpti- 
eability o( forfi^ing the harbor of George Towb- Geli. GreemeiiA 
Tery avxipus that it s^uld be dotae imm^dijsitely. After C9nferriiig 
wit^ you CoL S^f is to proojsed to xaako a ft\irv«{^| aid report to.iae 
idoordingly. X am^sir, 

Your ohe(]ieQt sirva^t^. 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 



f iVa. 275,] O^. J^mr^if^ ta Gft^ Marim. 

Mr« Joobs^ at thb CtPB&9% Mairch 4» 17Q2. 
Jkar Gemeral^ 

I have' this moment arrived hece with-Wathiiigto&'s Cavalry and 
the Cavalry of Lee's. Legion f the Infantry e€ dMi latter corps ^ul 
tile Delaware*BattaUon have halted, at Rgu»pp's ; al^r.a night Biar^h 
we require a few hours refreshiaent and repose^ and shall put our- 
selves in motion at 10 o'clock ; »y guides advise me to take the 
road from henee to Daniel Raveoel'sy sr^ A inovem^at on youif 
part to that plaee^ or as muoh .lurther towards na aa you pleqsai 
would, I apprah^d, seeure our'juncttoiv My- corps ie,by no 
means as strong as, I would wirii, but it^ iaoentposed of good sol* 
^rs ; we'are rather fatigued and will esieem k a&vor, if- yea wiU 
save us in marching. I mention the junction t^bove siatply from 
the informatioD of* Mr. Glaize.- Your viewcl rela^ve to -the enemy 
may require a junction in another point jil^e sooner I can hear from 
you on the subject^ the better able I e^hall be to execute your inSaiit 
tions ; my In&htry amount to about 170, ny Cavalry to 94. 

I have the honor to be, 

With the greatest attaehment aqd respect» 

Pear Generalf yovrs sincerely, 

JNO. LAURENS. 
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[No. 276. 1 Ge». Marion to Got. Peter Horry. 

March 7, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

Yours of the 4th ult, came to hand yesterday afternoon. I have 
sent Capt. Goughto jcnn you, and hope you will, with all expedi- 
tion, equip and put your Regiment in order for duty ; and I cannot 
be easy until I have satisfaction of our crUel en^kny. I wrote you 
before I caxne from the Southward of my approbation in sending 
Capt Pinekney to George Town ; had you not done it you would 
be wanting in your duty. As you are in the vicinity of George 
Town, you wiU take the command of that place, and you are to 
act as Commandant of George Town apd its vicinity^ Capt Wey- 
man will show you my orders, which you will Attend to. You will 
be particular in defending the trade, and every vessel which may 
come in, and -give orders Tor the good regulation of trade, and every 
other miatter which may be for the good^ of the service. You will 
be particular in not suffering any person to go to -Charles* Town 
without Ihe Governor's, Gem'Greene's or my permissioB. I have 
enclosed an order • to Capt. Bossard to reinforce Capt Weyman's 
Artillery ; and that the Charles Town militia which i have order- 
ed to take poet in that town, I would advise to remove every vessel 
and goods out of the town to Black Mingo, and send a guard there 
for th^r ptet^ctioii frotn the Tories. Every article that is brought 
in for sal^, I wish to bave regulated, that it majcnot be sold, at too 
extravagant prices, giving^ such a generous profit to the importers 
as to enoourage^the trade as much as possible. Salt must not be 
more thaix four hard dollars por bushel. Every article that is or may 
tend to luxury may beat whatever pliee the selleb pleases, and my 
meaning is to regulate nothing but what may be absolutely necessa- 
ry for the support of life, such as salt, sugar, *^dpee, tea i and medi- 
cines. I hope thttt yout disorder is wft so great as to prevent you 
from presiding over the ^necessary business above mentioned, and 
you are hereby authorized and empowered to take the command of 
all the troops in George Town, or in its vicinity, which is not order- 
ed otherwise by me. lam, with esteem. 

Your obedient servant, 

F.MARION, 
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[No, 277.] JSaUraa of a Letter Jrom €hv. Bttrke (North Caro- 
lina) to Gov. Rutledge, 

- Halifax, NEarcli 6, 1782. 
Sir : • 

Though I do not admit that any treaty of neutrality made 
by the officers of one Stat^ \ritb people inhabiting such State, 
can be obligatory on the citi^enti of any other Stat^, y6t 
1 am very far from being- disposed to contrayei:^ any mea- 
sures- taken by Gen.- Marion, fc^r his character sufficiently 
assures me they were judicious. But the truth is no prepa- 
stations are making in this^ State, of wbich the people'^ within 
youi' line .are the objects. An« officer from the county of Blanden, 
which borders on the State of South Carolina, and iti which are 
several waters that discharge thiDmselves intb Little Pee Dee, has 
represented to noe, that about one hundred of tfi^ people who in- 
habited these wat^s, and who are the 'most despei^ate and destruc- 
tive 6£ those who were put in motiito against this State by the ene- 
my^ had taken shelter among .the people, to whom Gen. Marion 
had granted a- neutrality, and from thence infested our peoplev I 
had intended writing to the Executive mag;istrate of South Caroli- 
na on this subject, requesting that* Gen. Marion might cause the 
abuse of his compact to be remedied, and that he would co-operate 
with us in measures. which are now nearly ready for execution, the 
object whereof is to make 'all these people of whom the *<9nemy can 
always avail themselves while they remain amongst us, either Con- 
tinental soldiers or prisoners of war. We hope by this means to 
raise a considerable reinforcement of recruits, to obtain persons to be 
exchanged for our citizens iELnd Tories, and at all events to deprive 
the fenemy of sh^4Mi vantages they derived from having a body of 
such men in the heart of the country, devoted to ihem and ready 
to undertake enterprizes which greatly distressed the State and di- 
vested its powers and resources in a great measure from the com- 
mon object. The- checking the fvrious. resentments which prevail 
among the people and produce tragical effects, and the preventing 
the number of judicial convictions for treason which involved the 
government in the dilemma of suffering numbers to be executed 
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summojure, only iaterposing pardons, to weaken the due authority 
of the land, were with me strong Biotites/or adopting those mea^ 
sures ; hy removing the objeots, I hope both will be effected, and 
on the return of the soldiers, their country will be reconciled to ^em. 
In a few days, a force will move into the disaffected part of the 
country, for carrying those measures iojto execution ; such as are 
obstinate may possibly remove over the Kne^thtiikiii^ to avail them- 
selves of Gen. Marion's compact by fiiiiQg&g with the people there} 
should they escape by this means they w^I prove 'very trouble 
some, both to you and to uS| in case the«iitmy get % reinforceiiient 
sufficient to enable them to aol o&B«LV«ly. I hofMB therefore yoa 
will recommend to Gen/ Marion^ to t^Jfit saeasures for preveatinf 
those people fiom avaiUng themselves of a protection |o which they 
have no claim, and which we cannot admits «nd to enable ua to- dia^ 
criminate under the necessity of pursuii^ our. enemies into, your 
borders ; the predate^ habits of the people^ here refeired to, ber 
iag originally outlaws, and since the waxr reni^rseless phinderfni 
and m.urderers, make them an object of terror to their vicinity ; not 
will government, by any civil interporition, be a^ to restrain the 
disorders which they prpvoke and cdmmit; wheihpr mesBures sim- 
lar to oura are espedieat to you, I will not.prdaunae to say. 



[Ne. 278] Gem. Matim to CM. P<^ JBbfYjr. 

. Mascb8, 1782. 
Sir: 

I rec^ved yours of the 7 th uH. You will order Gapts« Alliso»'9 
and Murreli'si^ompaides to joiB you at George Towil I mean one 
third of each, as only that«proportionis now ordered.out ; ferthe 
G'eorge Town company I gave you orders in my- last . Mr. Wlnte 
who acts as Commissary, will want driverathtut know the country ; 
let him have ar sufficient number. Mrs* W-»**-« must her sent to 
Charles Town immediatdy, with, only such property as oAme with 
h^ or attends her Mcith all her wearing apparel ; nothing of B - - ■ 
estate, or such as as is. her husband's by nofarriage, she niust tafco 
%way. A numbfi^ of negroes I am told are. goitig northward^ ) 
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you will stop an such neg^roes, and prevent bm moelx ae pootible 
BegroeB travelling any where without a pasa from me or some officer 
commanding any detachment in the Continental service. Fishbum 
I sent on business to tbe Southward ; the rest I know nothing of, 
I expect particular orders respectmg impressing horses ; till that 
eomes, nothing can be done. 

I am, sir» your very humble servant, 

F. MARION. 



[No, 279.1 Oen. Marwm 4o Col. Peter Horry* 

Smtth's Plantation, March 10, 1782. 
Sir.: , 

ft 

Yours of this data is before me. The orders respecting not 
thrashing out lieer, extend to every part of my Brigade ; those who 
presume to disobey that order must be taken prisoners and sent to 
me .under guard, and all such rice thrashed contrary t9 orders, 
most be seized fbr the ufte of the public. I would wish Mrs. 
Stewart may be indulged to remain with her ^ends as long as her 
behavior is not eo9sistant with the good o£ the Americans. Mrs. 

W must immediately go to Charles To^n as before directed ; 

persons coming from Charles Town (I mean men) must join oujr 
forces in Greorge Town or be made prisoners of War. Women who 
may come frqin there 'and have husbands or (hthers in Charles 
Town, must be sent back to them; respecting Mr«'and Mrs. H 
I shall as a fnend <give my private advice, aqd favor them as 
much as may be consistent with my duty; Capt Chaney and 
erew.muatbd absolutely made prisoners and put in close confine^ 
ment, and the vessel and cargo sent to Black Miiigo under* guards 
and be tak^i care of until settled by a Court Kaios and bis ac- 
eomplice,if taken, must be put in irons, arid kept as felons; aacl 
every negro in custody of whatever person that has not a pass from 
Govemoli Mathews, Gren. Greene, or myselfj must be stopped, and 
kept in^close eonfioement until further orders.. I believe the gal* 
lays were not at Seewee as Inentioned in my last, h was there they 
a^gone. J heard yesterday from. Daniel's Island and Wappetaw. 
The enemy have returned to town. * This day I have accounts that 
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an ordtr of Gen. Leslie is, that one half at the Bntish troops ate 
to hold themselves in readiness to emhark by the 15th ult., for New 
York. This conies from a person in town attached to the British, 
and that they are casting down to the water, provisions and offieers 
baggaga I shall remain here some time, where Jon may direct 
every occurrence as soon as I can settle my camp, which may be 
m a day or two ; I will send you a reinforcement from here. Cha- 
ney and his crew must at all events be secured in jail. If you can 
send a small detachment of men of your Cavalry after the villain 
Kains and his accomplices, do it without delay. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

F. MARION, 



\No. 28a] Col. Peter Hony to Gen. Marion. 

^ ■ • 

George Tow;^, March 11, 1782.^ 
Dear G^^ural: 

I am favored with' yours of the 9th and 10th insts. Your orders 
respecting the North Carolina cutter and the flag schooner shall 
be complied with. I have sent Capt L'enud with ^ery hojrse that 
can be of service. Capt Withers is very, wrong to sailer officers 
under his command to send off any man whatever without his 
permission, and on very urgent necessity. Mr. Wragg is an 
assistant of Mr. Waties, who is gone to Virginia as Continental 
agent ; he only went out as a temporary volunteer to actimmedi- 
ately should there be an action ; he. is returned but I supposed with 
leave. Mr. Gueny I have not seen lately. Mr. Lesesne and every 
other volunteer but Blamyer, I "liaye sent you ; he is a good wri- 
ter, and has so much to. do in that way that he acts as my secretary 
(fr clerk. . I do not much wonder at Gen. Greene'is delay's respect- 
ing me ; it is as usual, difficulties always arose whenever anything 
was to be determined relative to me ; however, by youi: urging 
him, I suppose he may determ'toe sooher than he otherwise would 
do. I shall put' myself in the way to equip and clothe ipy men, 
and wish for full orders so to dO. I- have sent Col. Grimke your 
order for rice, but have not yet had hifl answer. .None of the mer- 
ehants or vessds want rice, they all want Indigo. If I can, you 
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w3l rely on it, I will get you rum, sugar apd coffee. I bog you to 
write to North Carolina, or to the General Governor and Council 
of this State, to endeavor to put a stop to the depredations commit- 
ted on our coast by North Carolina privateera No vessels can come 
in here ; a flag^ Gen. Gre«we's, the Governor's or your pass or pro- 
tection to vessels coming in this harbor, are of no signification; they 
are captured by those plunderers continually. Howell and his 
crew and a number of other sailors he collected on shore, have be- 
haved in a very riotous manner respecting the flag vessel; I have 
been obliged to confine some of them in goal, and under a guard ; 
Meyers is on board the flag ; Moors case is desperate, he deserted 
the British with his arms, and was endeavoring to make his escape; 
he was taken off a sea island and brought heYe ; his family is at 
Black River ; if he is sent back be will be h nged ; he and Broderick, 
the inhabitants have petitioned me to suffer to remain on shore 
till your further orders ; they also petitioned you in their favor ; as 
dip flag vessel has not a fair wind, I. have indulged their petition. 
'Tis likely the enemy will make another sally soon, as they find 
Col. Laurens retired from this quarter to Gen^'Greena They ap- 
pear in their designs to harrass us as much as possible, by landing 
alternately on both sides of the river, against yourself and Col. Lau- 
rens. Mr. Lesesnc has Dr. Hyrne's house without his knowledge 
or consent} and refuses to pay the rent of thirty guineas, (asked by 
Hyrne) and says you promised him a billet in town. If you do 
not approve his 'billet, he says he will leave the work Col. Senf has 
given him the superintendance of, and do his duty as a soldier ; he 
will be 4 loss to Senf. I hink Lesesne should pay the rent and 
Uie public pay him fop- his work. You will please determine this 
matter by your orders to ma Solomon Miller, formerly a voiun. 
teer of my corps, has never produced the man whose attestation he 
delivered me ; I have every reason to thiiik ho forgot it. Welch, 
of this place, has been tempted from duty on said accounts, as hav- 
ing given a substitute. Mifler I before wrote you, of, he went away 
to North Carolina before •! could put your orders in execution, 
which was to confine him in goal as a cheat; your former ord%r to 
confine hihi is. now iti execution ; let me know if he is to be con- 
tinued in goal. Capt. G:ough I gave leave of absence to go to his 
Santee plantation ) I expected him to join you. Four casks of In- 
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digo are lefl &t Mr. Trapier't plantation, (public) the former QvrtT' 
nor impress^ it It is under your direction ; if you give me a 
sanction, I will take it for pubKc senrtce. 1 atsure you General I 
am sensible of furnishing you with every man, asllcnowyou want 
tiiem ; were you here, yeu would be conviiiced that thetmst you 
repose in my command here» require them little less than yourselfl 
My exertions for my country I need not inform you of, whatever 
is in my power you may rely on. 

I am, dear 'General, your obedient servant, 

]^£T£R HORRY. 



\No. 281.] Gen, Marion to Col, Peter Sorry, 

March 12, 178S. 
Dear Sir : * 

Since I wrote you the enclosed, I received yours of yesterday's 
date. Mrs. W will send you a note respecting her. Mrs. So* 

dy must be sent to town immediately, and if she does not go or ev- 
er comes back, she must be confined it jail. "M^. Brown's age end- 
ties him to pardon ; he has mine, and will give him a eerdficate as 
soon as I see him. Capt Matlieivs will carry round the schooner 
for the purpose you mention, and I wish the galley ^ould be got 
Up, it would be of great service ; every effort must be made to get 
her up, and if got up to put her in order. • I shall send you in a 
few days diose I have mentioned. in the endooed ; such of Poe^ 
tell's company which are gun-men, you will order to join* you ; I 
ttrean the division which ought to be out, which is one* third. The 
rate of salt, sugar, and coffoe as mentioned, I approve of, and ought 

not to be sold higher. I wish yduto procure me all the paper you 
ean for public use. '^ - 

I am, your humble servantr 

F. MARION. 



[No. 282.] Gfor. Mathews to O^, Marion, 

• ■ 

Jacksonbobouqb, March 12, J1782. 
Sir : ^ 

I have consulted Gen. Greene tOn the plan you propose of incor- 
porating Maham's and Horry's corps into one, and forming them 
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into one Legion. The General and niyself both approve of the 
plan, and ^ou are tlicrefore authorized to carry into ezecutioii and 
to'make isuch arraogensents as yoti shall think will best tend to pn> 
mote the «ervi.oe. I hope this incorporatiofl- wilt prevent the ne- 
oessity of y^onr making use of 'the power I lately gave you to irn^ 
press horses ; it is grieirons to the inhabitants^ ^nd ought to be 
avoided if possibly I herewith send yon one dosen copies of the 
Militia kw, and some of the recruiting adts. ' «> 

I am, sir, with much r^ard, yonr-most obd't. serv't., 

J NO, MATHEWS. 



m ■ I* 



, \No, 283.] Gm^ Marian to (M, Teter Horry. 

March 13, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

In yoar retnm at your horses, you did not mention how many 
were lost on the 28th s|jid 25th of last month in the action, which I 
wish to know separately, from the wanting to complete mine, as I 
cannot think you lost 35 horses, as in that return; if you have, let me 
know, that I may transmit it to Oen. Greene. 1 send you the men 
of Bossard's, Mnrrell's and Allston's oompantes, that are in camp, 
with eight British prisoners of war^ whom you will keep in the 
jwl in Greorge'Town or at Black Mingo, with a guard. I think it 
iinll be best^to have a gnat'd at Black Mingo,* as the salt and other 
merchandize will be kept there ; the greater part of your men 
•hould be kept there, and the prisoners, and only keep a small par^ 
«t George Town for observation ; in order to secure the post at 
Black Mingo, a idknall pitrty redoubt should be tnade to prevent the 
Tories from attempting to surprise them. I would prisfer a circii^ 
Iftr redoubt made very high, with abbatis is in the center, a block 
house, made with square timber, so high as to overlook th^ parapet 
of the redoubt, th^ blocfc house to be 17 feet square, with loop-- 
holes to fire through ; k should stand on large posts, the lower part 
to be open in the middle of the second story, to be open one loot 
ucross to fire xmder the h&use. You will collect negroes for the 
above purpose, Mod get Col. SenlT, who is now np that way, to lay 
oat the redoubt; there i^ould be no gateway to ^e redoubt, but 
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the goixfg xs and oat must be by ladders, that tbe outward one may 
be takeo in every night Your flituadon shoBld be such as to com* 
mand the river within musket shot . If I can spare time I will be 
with you in a few days. Capt Weyman will carry your oiders in- 
to effect, and take off the trouble from you, as you am not yet well 
From various intelligence from town, the enemy )» preparing, to 
evacuate ; they are getting all the sea stoek they can and packing 
up all the stooes they ha^re. It ii said that Daniel Horry says that 
it is worse in England than here, ^obs aiae going about in every 
part, and the King i« openly cursed and threatened ; that there {s 
no living in England. This I hope, will produce us a peace on 
our terms. ^ 

I am, your obedient servant^ 

F. MARION. 



[N(x 284.J John D&rsiaus (merchant J to Col Peter Horry. 

^ Georgb; Town, Marci 14, 1782. 

Sir: 

I take the freedom of addressing a lew lines to you respecting 
the orders G^en. Marion is pleased to issuej relative to the trade of 
this place. My indispositiopi prevents me from waiting upon you. 
Those orders do imm,^ately operate to the prejudice of , every one 
concerned in trade, as well as myself, and done M'ithout the least 
enquiry or concurrence of those it injures. I must therefore ac- 
quaint you that I have heen at a great deal of ti^uble to ride 
through North .Carolina (attended with heavy c?:pense6) and there 
pledged my honor to the.gentlemen interested in trade, that if they 
would send vessels with cargoes here, they should be at full liber- 
ty to dispose of their caVgoes to the bestedvantage, without restric- 
tion or hindrance whatever, which I made the, agents acting for 
Gren. Greene's army^and the State acquainted of, and received thdr 
approbation ; tw6 or three vessels, I so passed my honor for, have 
already arrived, here, and" more may be daily expected ; some of the 
articles en which the General is pleased to lay restrictiona, )>elong 
to gentlemetl in North. Carolina,. IhaVe 8t01 by me. in store. I e§n* 
,xiot help jixdgHig np good can* arise to jthe State from Gen. Marion's 
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orders, but that tLey will be tne means of putting a total stop to 
tbe-sniall trade established h&re, as I shaU be under the necessity 
of informing the genfieme^ concerned in trade to this place hereof. 
I am certain that all vessels coming to this port will be stopped ; 
indeed it is so repugnant to the principles upon which I have acted, 
as will oblige md to decline trad^. I would therefore wish the 
Qeneral would be pleased to withdaaw hiff orders, bqpg ree^ot- 
fullyy sir, - « 

. , Vour most obedient hiambl^ servant,'^ 

• :^ . . JNO. DORSIOUS. 



[No. 285.] Comet EiXolm to Ool -Peter Hdrry,y 



At CoMMAffi>£R*Sy Bcroo'b Crsek, Mardi 14, 179;^ 
DearCohmel: 

I received yours this h.o«ert, together wkh Oen. Marion'* pro- 
clamation, which * I will forward with the greatest spee^* I do 
send to you Richavd Kains, escorted by Dragoons Singleton and 
Lauther. John Kains has abundance of creditors, and they b^eing 
conscious that he is both a sharper and a rogue, do live in suspAise; 
those he perhaps' owes will have it in his power to oay, does the 
same service to him as the creditors of the* national debt does to the 
crown of Oreat Britain. I have done every scheme to make ever^ 
body of ppinion that we find iC but in vain to endeavor to catch him,- 
and likewise given out that all his property is now seized onto pub- 
lic use ; my pretended- haste to set out iox Geojnge -Towh and 
leave all his effects upon his place, will draw him bome^ I*«mi)Ow 
setting off with all my party dawnwards/and. iheahy anothei^ road 
l*eturn to bis houte fur to aml^osh hiih, and perhaps may catoh htis* 
I am, with esteem, my Oolpnel, youri^, &a, ^ i. 

: \ GEORGE ELHOLM. 

P. S. Mr. Moses Bonneau ][ 'have desired to -see you, and I have 
nothing to his charge, but t£at he<h^ tifadedf^avitk.said fiiukur; ypv 
know how he id to be treated. 
.18 
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.; [No. 286] Gen. -Marum to CoL Fetgr ffony. 

m 

^ i • . : 

• ,- Marcb 16, 1782. 

Dean Sir : > ^ "" . * 

Your letter io Dr. Buchan^ iQentions tome persoM of ITlifVstp- 
Bon9 parolled to Charles Town ; I don^l believe tkey can be of any 
hurfrto us from ,jiltte intelligence theytany give of G^org^ Town,* 
7ou may permit them to pas^ to CImr)es Town by the way of Le- 
nud's Ferry; the other, prisoners desiring exchange I cannot agr4lto 
i^,as no exchanges take place, at present. GambelL lost a letter yes- 
erday ; I do not know if it oame from you on MitchelL Vou will 
not give passes to any wozpen to go to Charles Town. A. party 
down the Neck yestesday killed tbree Tories a|id took^one, a deser- 
ter who'liadYx^n. G-reene's pass last mqnth to go to the northward, 
but wafl returning to tbeefrerpy wkh the three killed, they mere 
a McLeod and McNeal, and suppose they came from the North 
Caiolina Slpotefa ; they passed George Town and labSed at Mid- 
dleton^s piaaitation, Santee, which is a common route for all Tsries 
from Pee Dee; tha prisoners ti^kenare ta be tried by ageneral court 
of mdkia tp-day. , , 

*' J am, your obd't. ^er^'t, 

F.MARION, 



-{iyfo.287(] Gov. Maihew* to Cren^Shrion. 

f '..■■.. . 

^ ' .Jack80n'bokox;ob,^wi& 2.8, 1781^. 

I h&^e thisttiom^nt reeeived youJ' lett^ of the 13th inst. I was 
in^med you had .in charge )b. co^^erable quantity of ricei thidwas 
my reason for desirii^g y6,u to supply Heriot and. Tucker witk the 
(jptiitity I mentioned ; however, I shall change the mode of procar- 
)|g it^ t)nly 'ilesire you to afford aOy military aid that i^pig^tbe ims- 
ces^Sd'y.- -You have acted, perfectly ri^ht with resp^t to the stolea 
negrote ; such as you J^ave received (hat belong ta any of the eon^ 
filiated estates, mna^be doJivered to tfie CommissiooorV; ' if thei^ 
-m any others they flhould be delivered to tlkeir owners, tjiey T>ay- 



r 



mamm 



*. 



XHB AjMERICAN REVOLUTION. • 276 

V 

r 

ia^ the charges for recovering them. I will endeavor- to haveRich- 
ard Kctins apprehended* The prpclaination herewith deliver]^ yoi^ 
and my letter on the subject, will 4tiawer your questions whether 
rice is allowed to be exported. My letter of the 9th inst.^ as soon 
•as it reaches you, will infomi'you what is to be done with Mrs. 
W— and all others in like circumstances. I onljtwait taJiear 
from Gen. Huger what arrangements he has made/or ther^cruiting 
service. I shall be ready whenever I hear fron^, him to do mj^ patt 
of the duty, .which is to gi^e orders for the delivery of the negroefl. 
>Yoa will let me know as soon as you dan, the result of yourenquir 
ry respecUng Ganey*s harboring the. North Carolina Tories. I ag» 
prebend thj| fellow >Fill bring us and himself too into^trouble very 
soon. I am, sir, « . ' 

^ "^ .YoUr most obedient seryatit, 

JNO. MATHEWS. 
' P. S. Gen. Gadsden has just infolded me he will .w^t a 
wagon to return with the wagon thatxbmes on wi^hhis baggage. 
I should be 'glad If ypu woidi} supply^ him with one. 






\No. 288.] Gqv. Mathews to Gen. Marion. 

Jacksonborouob, March 18» 1782. 

The Legislature having come to a determination daring the last 
•session, OA what terms those persons w^re to be reQ6(ived who 
should comoiin and surrei^der vhemseives after their acyourament, 
I have submitted the matter to the Council for their o{>inion, aq4 
after a v^*y serious and full consideration of the siibject, they ad- 
vised the following mode to be adopted with regard to ;BUch per- 
sons : That all those who liad come from ^ithin the enemy's lines 
and surrendered themselves since the rising of the LQgislatui% or 
who might' hereafter come in-, should be brotight to me tq be fmr 
amined and tt«ir ea«es be determined ^n, «nd each a. were in arm 
in' any othef part of the coynftry, or who had not before surrender^ 
ei themselves^ shall be examined by ^the Brigytdier to whose Brir 
gade they belong. imS if they shpuld thick (hem proper oljeot| of 
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Bietvy, to rdeMye tkeib bo tbe following terms : To enter into 1^ 
eogniaaiice with two good and tfuffioiont sureties to abide by the de- 
ierminationoifafutAv€r Legislattire, and in the meantime to do so adt 
l^rejudidal to the interest and welfare of the United States, eir any 
of them, to find two substitutes to serve in the line of diis State for 
the time specified in the recruiting act, and to perform th^ duty 
in the miUda, the same as any other man ; and if he cannot find 
die.twe su^Stitut^ within a reasonable time, then he is to dp siit 
months constant duty himself ih the Brigade to which he belongs, 
and to be x)bliged to perform such duty untilhe finds the^ubstStutes ; 
but if oB examining any of the persons herein before mentioned, they 
should be tl^ught undeserring of Ais favor, they are^ be return- 
ed widiin the enemy '& lines, with notice, th j,t if they are afterwatds 
' found out of them, they will be lidble to be punished as* spies. I 
have themfore to denre, sir, that you will pay a strict regard to this 
4etel'mination, and ooaaider it as the rule of your conduct with re- 
gard to the petions above desmbed. 

I 4m, «r, y^imr ittost obedient servant, 

JNO. MATHEWS. 



MhaMta 



t 
• H»Aa> Qt^Al^lsttis, PoN PoN, March 19, 1782. 
Dear Sir : ■ 

t am possessed <tf yoikrtWo letterafof the Sthandci^e of thelSth 
'of thk viq^th, with the ri^rtur&a enclosed. Gjd^. Mathews . has tn*- 
/fermed me thai it w^ your wisih aodthat you i^ecommend incorpo* 
rating llptty^s and Meliam*s 'Remittents into a Le^^onary corps, 
aiid that you recoEb^nd Maham &r the cpnifnanding c^cer. i 
*wrote the Gotemot* tha^ no^u'Efg- would be i^re agreeable to me 
than such a measure, as- we iad sufficient Cavalry coming on, and 
^i^Htt it was ^possible tp fill the Regiments. I also w^rbte the Go v- 
-eltoor that you xmght prefer .which of the officers youthpugbt most 
Vttitable. ' If yeu eaniiicprporate them it willbe eitceiedingly agrees 
Bble to me. I do not'ptetend'te'lje a judge of the^abiKties and m&e^ 
it df die two cc^mmanding officers ; you have served with them and 
ImoFW whiek^e^ves 4he pi^e^srebce ; most people tkitk Mahata 
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tbe bQ8i Cavalry oflScer, and thatlia liSMi^it i^oreln hifl power to b^ 
useful than Horry. . It ia true Col. Henderson ta af^inted & Brig« 
afJieTi hut thai: is not to operate to his prejudice in the line of the 
airmy, nor will he resign his commission on. any account Iha^vea 
tetter from him on the subject; therejbre you oanaot palculate on 
that as a provision for Col. Horry. Should the incorporation tak« 
place^ whatever right CoL Horry had upon any form^ claimsy shall 
be attended to wbeneyer an investigation of his claim&.can be had» 
or h^ is teady to' ajttend to the matter. I have ibrwarded to yovi 
some lettM's of importance for Gov.' Burke, ^d I beg you tc^.send 
off a good trusty hand with them* who in&y be depended on for 
theiir safe and speedy delivery. I am, dear sir, ^ 

Your most obedient servant, 

NATH. GREENB.^ 



[Na. aaai Le Roy. Hamanrnd ta Capt. W- Bv(hr. 

* 

Snow Hill, Ma^ch 20, 1782. 
Sir: • • ^ , 

A general n^uster of tb^ R^^im^it i& orderod on^ Tuesday. |if xt • 
all Charles Williams' old place, on Turkey Cjreeki whore you ar^ t^ 
attend witKyo^r Company, properly armed? by t^n (^^do^k. in tha 
6>renoon. You will please jet your men know tjij^ those who jii" 
obey tbi&ordf^ will be fined to the utmost limits^ of the law. 

I am» sir, your humble servant, 

LE ROY HAMM03S0. 



r^—rwm 



[^. 291.} . Gen. Mafion to Cd. Fiter Earrjf. 

* * 

Makoh 20, 1,78a 
^: 

The petition in favor of Mrs.v,Pullerton is granted on aecount of 
the great service she, may be to those venerable old single ladies, the 
petitioners. I think it best to keep all your men at George Town, 
also pri^ners/until Col. Senf returns. I will send a g^ard at the 
mouth of Musquito Creek, to stop boats. The Militia Law I will 
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send in my next. , I wiB dbdeavor to get Capt. Weyraan tlie neces- 
■ariea wanting for (he field piece. Mr. Wayne's bill wll be sent 
tto the Governor for hi« approbation, but think Handk's coffee and 
Bugar win not be allowed in public accounts. In respect to Oham- 
>])erlainh breach of trust in disposing of his boat, he must proceed 
agreeably to law. - You will dend your deserters, and as many offi- 
eers with evidences 'as you can spare^^ I did let Maham'tj officers 
have one piece blue cloth, and the other I reserved for your use, 
but it is loBt. Any intelligence from Gbiney let me .know without 
loss of time. I am, sir, 

' Your most obediet^ servant, . 

P. MARION. 



. ( 



[No. 29^.] Gren. Marioft^ to CoL-Peter Horry. 

. • 't ' '' 

• ' \. ' '•^ • March 22, 1782. 

Sir: V * *. ^ ' s 

• I«end you some letters which Gen. Greene desires may be for- 
WQ^e4 to North (Tarolina by seme safe hand imnaediately, and/te 
return with ato answer ; as you have the Waccamaw ^ompanies^ 
yoa may find a man for that purpose, for I have not a man in camp 
that knows' the way.- You will send a man off without loss of 
tinoe. I send some proclamations which you will distribute in pro- 
per places ; from them you will know wbatline of coilduct to pur- 
i»ue. I have heard nothing lately from town." A man from Seewee 
says that seven vessels catne to anchor off Bull's two days ago, five 
of which he took to be men of war. There is a report tha^t a fleet 
is off Charles Town bar, but don^t know what they are. I have 
sent a guard at Cat Island to stop boats going through Musquito 
Creek, from hence you may have the earliest notice of any vessel 
<>oming in. ' 

I am« your obedient servant, ' 

F.MARION. 
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[i\R?. 293.] Gen, Grteeneta Qm^Mmri/on, 

Head Quxbters, near DoRCHEtlTER, 

March ^% 1782. 
Dear Sir: ' , 

I received your favor of the 23d inst.^ Upon tha sab|ec.t o£ incor- 
porating Col. Horcy's and Maham*8 Regiments of Cavaltiy. The 
incorporation ef those corps will isndoubtedlj add to their $trength 
and lessen the expense ; your proposition therefore meets* with a 
ready assent/ I wrote you in addition to what I wrote the Gover- 
nor on this subject, that you might pVefer which of the officers you 
thought most useful. I see by your letter*, that ^u are fully of 
oi^nion that iMaham is by far the best. Cavalry ofilcer, and that th6 
opinioii of the dfficers of both corpii, as ^ell as the iatate of Ma- 
ham's Regiment) gived him a preference. If Maham is the best 
Cavalry officer, and the officers erf both, wish* him to command in 
preference to Col. Horry, I thinl^the gdod of the servicfe' will au- 
thorise a preference to be givew to Mahaili ;*, although C«l. Horry 
is the eldest* officer and ■ e<]paally . merit^^us. The distress of the 
country and the critical si^uj^tiqn of affikirs tenders it absolutely ne- 
cessary, that every aid should b6 given to the ftrm^ that could pos- 
sibly be dra^n from £he resources of the couniry. This could on- 
ly be done by ^establishing temporary corps to aid the service until 
thQ Contineutah forces or the regular establishment was more equal-:, 
to the servica The distress of the country and necessity of tlie 
case warranted the measure^ aiid we have derived considerable ad- 
vantages from those corps. But the same principle that led to 
their first establishment, shoi^ld decide their time of coiitinuance 
and the plan of reduction. I think Col. Horry «i very deserving 
man, and wish it was in my powetr to regulate the business upon a 
plan of publio utility without offering any violence to his feelings. 
If the incorporation takes place, I think the officers of each Regi- 
ment should be continued according to the men belonging to th#r 
corps. I question much whether Congress will recruit fbr thei> 
Regiment, even if it is incorporated, after the term- of the mens* 
enlistment expire. If the incorporation can take place, I shall be 
glad, but if 'nor matters must go on as they now stand. I am, 
with esteem, your most obedient humble servant, 

. NATH. GREENE. 
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{JVi». S94.] &en. Marion to Col. Peter Horry. 

March 29, 1782. 
Dear Sir : 

Your's by Sampson is before me. Whatever negroes may be 
WAHted for public service.'^you "will first make requisition of tbe in- 
habitants in proportion so that no unequal burden may come on any 
person ; the negroes will be paid whatever hpis been usOal. A eer» 
dficate must be given for their term of service ; if the number of 
negroes required is not furnished, we must be obliged (however 
disagreeable) to send parties and take them. The number of males 
each man has may be nearly ascertained, if it cannot, you must 
rate them by guess, and let tl^e owners make it appear they have 
not the number^. every district around Oeorg^ Town must furnish 
their quota, and if not sufficient to extend it to the North of San* 
tee up t6^ Lenud's Ferry. I have no objection to your going to 
Black Mingo or elsewhere, when your business can permit it, 
whioti you are the best ju^ge. I have»never impressed any rum, 
sugar or coiOfee/or myself, but you may apply (o Col. Grimke for a 
few barrels of rice horn the coufiscated estates, and purchase them, 
and wish you could, get enough of those articles for us both, and 
tell the Colonel it is my request that you should get rice for the pub- 
^e use. ' I wrote. yoii yesterday, since which we have had nothing 
new. I am, sir, 

Your obedieot servant, 

. R MARION. 



^ 



[No. 295.3 ^^^' Gteene to Col Peter Horry. 

... 
Head Quarters, March 29, 1782^ 
J)ear Sir: 

« Your two letters of the 25th, 'by Mr. Elholm, I have received. 
On the subject of incorporating your Regimei^t I wrote you fully 
a few days ago. I wish the incorporation to take place, if it can 
be effected; reduction of Regimeintsis always attended with diffi- 
culties. Your acceptance of a command in those corps was not 
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to interfere with your fonner claim in the Condnental line ; there- 
fore the incorporatioD will plaee you in no other situation than you 
were before your appointment to the Cavalry Regimeoftt, and as 
there is no possibility of filing the two Regiments^ the^remaining 
one should be placed on such a footing' as will render it most useftil* 
and that} is upon the plan I wrote you, recommended by Gen. Ma- 
Hon. l^y what I can learn firom Congress, I find it is in contem- 
plation to reduce all temporary corps, and I expect it will soon take 
place, at least, as soon as the mens' enlistment expires. If you 
wish to urge your original claim in the Continental line, you shall 
h^ve a hearing upon it whenever yo«j please ; there are only two 
Regiments to be raised by this Statei aiid Pinckney and Marion 
command them, and the former distinction of Lieut. Col Command- 
int is repealed by a late resolution of Congress* . Therefore if yoa 
siiicceed in your claim yov will be Lieut. Col. of one ci those Reg- 
iments. Whatever may be the result c^ those Cavalry Regiments 
they have answered s<Mne very valuable purposes in the recovery 
of i^is State, and I shall be satisfied in the measures I took for rai- 
sing them. You urge the situatioa of your Regiment and Aesire 
aid ; I wish to heaven it was in my power to give it, but I am oot 
less empty handed than you are. I have had no resource but in 
the good will of the people, and have had no motive but th^r good^ 
Mr. Elholra must apply to Qen. Huger, to get an appointment in 
the Continental Regiments of Infantry. I shall ntention him to the 
Governor. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

NATH. GREENE. 



[No. 896. J , Oen. Greene to Coi. Peter Horry, 

Heab Quarters, near Dorchester. I 

March d9, 1782. | 

Dear Sir : 

" Your two letters dated at George Town have been received. You 

have been too well acquainted with the state of the. war in this 

country, and the importance of exerting every nerve for its relief, 

not to have seen the necessity and abject for establishing temporary 
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corps for tho* aid of 4lie army. Our force wa« very unequal t» the 
cenflict Our all depended upon our success ; my zeal ^ to serve 
this country led me to sUch resourevH as the^ circumstances of^jihe 
country oould afford. Expedients are always disagreeable, but 
^here necessity imposes them ihey are justifiable. It- was upon 
this principle and vfrom Uiose motives, .that I attempted to raise the 
two corps of Horse under you and Maba^. The time ttad man- 
ner of i-aising these corps must have coovmcedyou, that they could 
BOt be continued longer than the necessity wlich first, gave ti^ to 
the measure existed. On this temporary eetablishment, under the 
most pleasing form, I meanly to draw 4S0l0e imme^site* advantage 
for the protebtion of the country ; imd attbougb 'the advantages 
have not been so great as we could wish, yet these c<$rps have been 
of importance in the^sis of afiairs ; whether they will be most 
vs^ul in one or two xsorps is the object t|nder cbnsideration. I con* 
less for ray own part, that I think they would be more useful in one 
than twv>, and therefore readily gave^my consent for incorporating 
them, whcD it wa» proposed by Geo. Marion and recommended by 
theQp)vemd^. I recommended to the General to continue which 
officer he might think would b^ most useful, persuaded that he 
would act uprightly, and that a choice founded upon utility would 
. not be displeasing to a generous mind, and tnitisfactory to one that 
regarded the interest of- his country more than prlvale advantage, 
and that he that did nt>t^ought,not to be gratified. I do not. pretend to 
judge between you and Col. Mahamj Gen. Marion thinks. Maham 
is better qualified for the Cavalry service than you are, and says if 
the public g^ood and condition of the corps, and the wishes of the 
officers of both are to operate in the decision, Col. Maham has un- 
doubted claim to the preference ; Jie at the same time observes, that 
his friendship for you both is. equals and .that be thinks you would 
make a much better Infantry ofHcer than Maham, and has recom- 
mended your being appointed in. the, room of Lieut. Col. Hender- 
son, promoted to the rank of Brigadier in the militia. I wish it was 
in ray power to comply with his wishes, but Lieut. Col. Hender- 
son made this condition, that it should be no injury to his' Continen- 
tal rank in accepting his appointment in the miHtia. Since you 
wrote respecting your former claim in the Continental line, I have 
luLve made some inquiry of the Majors Pinckiley and Hyrne, Who 
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both say that Gen. Lincoki, with 'the Governor of the State> was 
to fix upon such measures- for retaitrfng'knd reducing the Continen- 
tal officers to the establishment as they should think proper/ and 
that their doings were to be final,, and that in consequence of this 
authority they fixed upon a plan by Ivhich you wefre included among 
the supernumeranes. ' Iftl^'General and Governor had sUch pow- 
. ers, and the plan they adopted operated generally with the field of- 
ficers, I suppose it will be conclusive. However, if you wish to 
have an investigation mwie aiid your claims considered, a board of 
officers shall be appointed to hear you on the point, and the proceed- 
ings transmitted to the Minister of 'War, whbralone >will have it in 
his power to redress you. I have* no power to alter, I oan only re- 
commend, and you may rest assured I will d^ all the j[U8tice in my 
power, and as 1 once wrbteyou, I shall take^a pleasure ip retvard- 
ing your past conduct by the^only means in my power, which is by 
acknowledging your services to the public ; as to pecuniary consid*. 
erations, I am persuaded you neither wish or expect anything, for 
you cannot be insensible of my situation <^n that head. You will 
have (^ just claim to your pay, subsistance, and contingent 4ipen- 
ses during your command of the Regiment of Cavalry, which will 
come under consideration hereafter. I am always lyippy to do all 
in my power to oblige and accommodate either officers ot citizens, 
who have Exerted themselves in the cause of their country, and 
cannot but hope whatever measures are taken for public good will 
be readily acceded to, though attended with some personal incon- 
venience ; on this principle I recommended incorporating the two 
corps of Cavalry. If the feelings of officers are hurt, I am sorry 
for it, and I hope they will do me the justice to believe it is 
the result of necessity and not of choice.- I have no object but the 
public good in the measure. *" ^ 

With esteem and* regard, I am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



[No. 297.] Edward Wahh to Gen. Marian. 

George Town, March 29, 1782. 
Sir: 

My present situation I hope, will apologize for the liberty I take 



/ 
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ia troubling you in this manner to acquaint you, that I have b^en a 
ppUonerof war upon f^role as a private man ainoe the 14th of UuA 
September, b^ng taken dX that time with Gov. Burke and others 
at Wilnyngton in North Carc^na^ by a body of Tories oom'manded 
by Col. Fanning. Now sir^as my feelings are much hurt' by not hav- 
ing it in my power to be of any service to my country, and aait is 
thought that an exchange of prisoners is to take place shortly, any 
favors which you may be good enough to show me on this occa* 
sion, will be most gratefully remembered I should have done my« 
self the pleasure of waiting on you in persoiii but ajoi prevented 
by a slight indisposition which I have bean Attended wilh for spm'e 
days. 1 have the honor to be^ 

With the«greatest respect, dear sir, 

» Your jrery humble servant, 

EDWARD WALSH. 
N. B. You will be obliging enough to favor me with ^ answer* 



[No. 298.] Gm. Markm to Col P^«r Sorry, 

Match, 31, W82. 
Dear Sir : 

I received yours of this date, and find^you reflect on. me very 
much. I should have been glad if you had suspended yonr opin- 
ion until you heard the whole, and then formed your judgement I 
did propose to Gen» Q-reene and the Ooveraor to incorporate tho 
two Regiments, but did not say whiph of the two offic^^ was to 
be pre&rfed. I think it was neatly this : That Col. Maham wsa 
the best Cavalry ofEcer and you were the best Infantry, and propo* 
sed that your corps should be dismounted anci serve as Infantry in 
Qeorge Town, as that post 'was to be kept, and the horses, saddles 
and sword^ be given to Maham. In this I thought I consulted the 
good of the service, without throwing you out of service; .when I 
see you, I can give yo^ the whole which passed and, my reasons, 
and I dare say it will be satisfactory ; the making any alterations 
in dther of the corps is not determined on, n^her ishall I do any 
thing which may not be agreeable to you. I therefore must insist 
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that you keep the command of George Town, aod when ^ou think 
proper to ride as far as this I will give you every reason to be sat- 
isfied. I am, dear .sir, 

Yonf obedient servant, 

* F. MARION. 



[JiVb. 299.] Gm* Greene to Gen. Marion. - 

' Heap Quaiwers, near Dorohestek, 

March 31, 1782. 

Dear Sir / 

Yourfav^r of the 29th has this moment come to hand. Lieut. 
Col. Laurens marched yesterday with all the Cavalry and Light 
Troops to intercept the party of the enemy now out in St, ThorAas. 
They carried one field piece. Lieut. Col. Laurens was toiinform 
you of his route, and to fix a point to form a junction with you. 
If you can give the enemy a». blow it will be of great importance, 
but be careful «nd not engage to a great disadvantage. Our Light 
Troops are excellent, and will, beat near double their number, if you 
only give them a fair chance in the manner of engaging. Is there 
no possibility of forming a post at Monk's Com«*? ^ It would con- 
tribute greatly to the security of the country. 

I am, dear sir, your obedient 'humble servant, 

N. GREENE. 



[No, 306.J Cot. Peter JSorry to Gen, Mation, 

» • 

George Town, April 1, 1782, 
]}ear Bir : - * 

I received last evening a letter from Gen. Greene ; as yon . 
BOW the contents it is needless for me to relate any part thereof^ 
further than that I am sensible to whom I am indebted for being 
turned out of service and Maham continued. My conscience tells 
ine that I have in no instance been wanting in my duty to my coun- 
try, and have served it to the utmost of my abilities. Jt in welcome 
to all my past fi|erw;es. ^ It only hurts my feeHngs that Maham 
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who 18 l^tli yqonger m service and rank, sIiQuld be continued and 
myself turned out. Yet if 'lis for the good of ibe service, which 
*fron) Gen. Greene's letter you say it is, I am satisfied and must en 
deavor in future to attend myownihteratt with as much assiduity as I 
have heretofore done for my country. . The) remaining part of the 
Regiment lies ^t Austin's, under commend of Lieut Stephens ; Ad- 
jutant Huggms has the Regiment book* shortly I shall deliver you 
tip whatever papers relate to the Regiment. I consider myself 
!)• longer as eommanding officer thereof. I have left Cgpt. Wm. 
AUstoB commandant here, snc^giv^nhii^ the necessary orders- untU 
farther from- yqji. I am going io. Black Mingo fbr a few da^s, and 
as my negro man is ut Santee, have taken t>ne Dragooa to wait on 
me xintil he returns. I hope you will not tabe such Ebcrty amiss. • 
In a few days I ^all wait on' you at Santee. . 
*• I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

.V . ' > P.HORRY. 

P. S. Herewith you. will rec,eive for Gen. Greene, a letter/ I 
will be obliged to you to forward k. . • ' ♦ . '* v . 



. [JVfl^Ol.] Col Peter Bmrry to Gen, Greene. 

■ • ♦ < 

* 
Georgetown, April 1, 1782. 

^ Dear Sir:' 

• • Your letter of the 27th of March I received. I am fully satis- 
fied with the necessity of your raising the two ^orps of Horse, and 
always looked on them as temporary. iTnless hereafter one corps 
should be established in the service of this country (which as I 
found this'countty' kept but two Regiments of Infantry, neither rf 
which I could expect the command lof), I AiHy t^ifik that the two 
corps of Cavalry ought to be incorporated, but I know of no right 
* that Maham should be continue and myself put out of service. 
tlowQver, you say that G^n. Murion thiaks it is for' the gogdof the 
service; if it be so, I am satisfied, ^ mymotive for continuing so 
long' in service wjis fo^ ttie gpod of hiy cpuntry, wfciclj I think I 
can with great truth. declare, I hawe served with faithfulness and to 
the be^t of my abilities. G^v. Ru fledge uiii m0 that GeUv Lincoln 
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alone settled the former arrangement of officers, by .whfch I was 
discontinued, and that he had no hand in it ; if my country lodges 
qr vests such authority in any one officer to superxjpde Or p^t anoth- • 
er (under his command) out of service at bis pleasure, (right or 
wrong) it being an act" of my country, I must b^-satisfied ; believe 
me, I never wished to continue in service one hour beyond the wish- 
es or inclinations of my country. It is only the manner of being 
turned out of service (by being superceded by younger - officers) 
that hurts my feelings. As to an investigation to be noade by 9. board 
of officers of my claims, to be transjnitted to the Minister of War, 
it is little worth such trouble; ^he^reatment of iQy country to me 
has never encouraged my service, or evep given me my just dues. 
Therefore I have no great ambition to .persevere in hear ill-treatment, 
although she is heai'tily welcome to wWt is past. I only remain 
that you will let me know by a line or|wo, if I am to consider My- 
self as a supefnumerary officer«on half pay or not, in order thfct I 
may know whether the militia ojfibers have a right to call on me 
to de mititia duty ; in dcjng this you will^ much oblige me. I 
beg leave to return you my thanks for the' many favors and civili- 
ties shown to me while ui\^er your command ; whatever relates to 
the Regiment, I shall deliver up to Gen. Marion. 
I am, with mnch esteem and regard, dear General, 

« Your obedient humble servant, 

P. HORRY. 



♦ 

•'^•m 



fJVb. 302J From a Secret Carretpondent. 

April 1, 1782. 

I arrived here half an hour ago ; I left Charles -Town this morn- 
ing; no very particular news, only that our friend Judge Pei^le- 
ton is in the Provost I waited 6n him yesterday, and" must say, 
that he as a prisoner, is tolerably well situated, though for form 
sake the General has ordcr^d^ sentinel within his apartment. I 
am much of the opinion he will be {sarofledf to the town in a little 
lima The York- fleet sailed yesterday 'Witlp some of the Queen's 
' Rangers, and n^ny invalids, Mrith a number of officers. The fleet 
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for Londbn wfltf to s^ tbb i|iormD|^ be^ae, Mr, Pendleton, ^i^or 
Piockney and- Hyrne were taken. The party are all to retotn to 
Haddre^ Point,. The reftig^et and most respectable inhabitants 
Jiave had two «r three meetings, ^xA addreisaed G^n. Leslie to xis- 
quest be would tnake use of IdOQ of them as soldiers, and go out 
and attsck^e army you pommand. The General r^peived their 
address with marks of approbation^ And I think.it probab4e thegr 
will make the attempt in a very few daya. .Lat6 last id^ a pack- 
et arnved from England without letters, papers, officers or men, 
esccept some Americans who had made a prize^f her a few Wfeefa 
Ego ; and unfoi^unately she was retaken by the Grana, who left 
New Tork ten days ago. I am of opinion Leslie has had some 
dispatches by.'her^ as he was (^et the bsjr and on board of that 
▼essel all yesterday. I shall do myself the honor of vaiting on 
yo« in Ibe ifKA'ning.' 

' I %m, with the utmost respect and regard, sir, ^ • 

. Your moBtd)edi^t serraat 

' . 24JU58 
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